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Hello Everyone, 

 

I would like to thank all of our members for their help this past year  We had a very successful 
2018 and I look forward to working with everyone to have a great 2019. 

  

Thanks, 

Don Eichelberger 
717.578.6579 

President’s Message 
from Don Eichelberger 
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Hello from Deanna and Dave! 
 
Happy New Year!  2019 is off to a quiet but busy start, just how we like it!  Although winter time 
means the campground and pool area are closed, the rest of our 3,500 acres remains open for 
business.  The park has been very busy with visitors enjoying our trails, hunting, walking, playing 
disc golf, mountain bike riding, horseback riding, bird watching, and even boating into late 
December, to name a few activities. 
 
Our maintenance crew is busy working on projects that we don’t have time for during the busy 
summer months.  A couple of projects currently in progress are hazardous tree removal (this is 
always an ongoing project, but during the winter is when we take down most of the trees), and 
some rehab in a couple of the campground restrooms. 
 
We are already beginning the hiring process for our seasonal positions. We currently have a few 
vacant positions including 5 semi-skilled laborers, 7 lifeguards, 1 clerk typist and 1 DCNR Ranger.  
All of these positions will be (some currently) posted on the Commonwealth’s employment site, 
www.employment.pa.gov.  If you are interested in any of these positions, call the park office and 
speak with Deanna, Dave, Deb or Cindy.  We’d all be happy to help you! 
 
In closing, we’d like to take this opportunity to thank all of you.  You are all an amazing group of 
people.  Your dedication and hard work throughout the entire year, and ability to organize and 
hold your large events, is just remarkable.  Thank you for helping us make Codorus a great place 
for families to visit! 
 
As always, we look forward to seeing you in the park! 
 
Deanna and Dave 

Message from 
Deanna & Dave 
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News-n-Notes 

Breakfast with Santa 2018 

The Breakfast with Santa event was held at the Dubs Church Annex Building on Saturday, December 
8th.  We served approximately 275 meals which consisted of pancakes, sausage, fruit, donuts, juice, 
coffee, tea and hot chocolate.  The children were able to have their pictures taken with Santa, and each 
received an orange, a candy cane, and books.  There were also crafts for the children to make.  

Thank you to the public for coming out in support of the event. 

Thank you also to all of the volunteers who came out and gave of their time to make this annual event 
possible again. 

 

Day Hike 

The third First Day Hike was held at Codorus State Park on Tuesday, January 1, 2019.  Approximately 60 
people came out for the hike to encounter lots of mud from the previous day’s rain, but all were in good 
spirits and glad to be outside in the fresh air.  

 This year the Friends of Codorus State Park supplied the walkers with hot chocolate and cookies to get 
them through the LaHo Trail which is approximately 1.5 mile trek around the Wildasin Flats section of 
the park.  

 Here’s to another great year at the park! 
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Winterfest 2019 

 
 

On January 26th, 2019 the annual Codorus State Park Winterfest Eagle Plunge was held at Codorus State Park’s 
Band Shell Area. While the day was cold, it was a perfect winter day! The Eagle Plunge had 84 brave plungers 

that jumped into the frigid waters of Lake Marburg, mostly with smiling faces.  

This year’s festival featured wagon rides, ice carving, a chainsaw demonstration, PA Sled Dogs, food, music, 
Kids Winter Wonderland and let’s not forget the Frozen Bologna Toss! Elsa, Anna and Kristoff from Disney’s 
FROZEN also joined us for the event which brought a lot of joy to many kids! Additional activities included a 

craft tent which featured pine cone bird feeders, an area where Boy Scouts taught kids new skills to use in the 
outdoors, and a nature tent which had a magnificent Barred Owl provided by Strawberry Hill Nature Preserve.  

Thank you to all the sponsors, contributors, volunteers, rescue personnel, vendors 

and all that attended the event.  

Thank you to the Friends of Codorus State Park and Spring Grove Regional Parks and Recreation Center for the 
partnership formed to keep this event going.  

Special thanks to the Winterfest Committee and Codorus State Park Staff for all the hard work and dedication 
to make this event happen!  

Because of all this teamwork, the event was a great success!  

Have a warm and wonderful winter season!  
 

Kate King  
Winterfest Committee Chair  
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News-n-Notes 3 

UP & COMING 

Trade Shows 

We will be having a booth at the Camping World RV Show on February 28th and March 1st – 3rd.   We will also be 
having a booth at the Builders Show that will be held at the old south Hanover Weis Markets on Baltimore Street on 
March 7th – 9th.  Members will be contacted closer to the event for volunteer times for each of these shows.  

Spring Cleanup 

The Spring Cleanup will be held on April 27st.  We will meet at Pavilion 1 (near the swimming pool) at 8:30 am for 
coffee and donuts, and work from 9:00 to 3:00, with a lunch break for pizza and drinks. If you can help for all or part 
of the day, or if you have questions, please email frank@friendsofcodorus.org. Much work need to be done before 
summer time. We need your help. 

Codorus Blast 

The Codorus Blast will be held on June 14, 15 and 16th, 2019. Applications are now being accepted for sponsors and 
craft vendors. For an application go to the Codorus Blast or Friends of Codorus web site, www.friendsofcodorus.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Fling Banquet 
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News-n-Notes 4 
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News-n-Notes 5 

UP & COMING CONT. 

 

Current 2019 Schedule  (subject to change) 

 



 

www.friendsofcodorus.org 9 WINTER 2018-2019 

 
From the Editor 

The Messenger, your Codorus State Park newsletter 

 

For the past year I’ve had the pleasure of being the Editor of the Messenger newsletter. It was a 
vehicle in which I could report happenings from around the Park and provide some commentary for 
our local community. During this time I hope you found the information both informative and 
interesting. 

In mid-2017 I moved from Baltimore, MD and bought a house in this wonderful area of Pennsylvania. I 
knew the time would eventually come for me to leave my old job in Baltimore to find employment in 
my new home area. This past January I decided the 100 mile daily commute was too much and 
decided to focus my full time attention to finding my new/last meaningful career. 

I also decided I needed to pass the important role of producing the Messenger newsletter to someone 
else. With this in mind this Winter edition will be my last as Editor. I’m hopeful the next Editor will 
continue to make the Messenger a great resource of information from around your Park. I thank the 
Friends group (FOCSP) for the opportunity and all of you who gave me your kind input. I look forward 
to seeing many of you at the local events around this great Park of ours. 

 

All the best, 

~Dan Schmidt 
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Friends of Codorus State Park  (FOCSP) 

1066 Blooming Grove Road 

Hanover, PA  17331 

Email: contact@friendsofcodorus.org 

Website: www.friendsofcodorus.org 

 717-451-3635 (cell)  
717-632-2916 (Gift Shop) 

—— 
Mission Statement 

A non-profit, all volunteer operated and staffed 
group, dedicated to restore, preserve and improve 
the Codorus State Park and its surroundings.  Assist 

in providing recreational and educational opportuni-
ties for current and future generations. 

*Please send newsletter questions, corrections 
or comments to: 

  contact@friendsofcodorus.org 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

President: Don Eichelberger 

Past President:  Dwight Resh 

Vice President:  Meredith Wilterdink 

Accts Payable:  Keith Taylor 

Accts Receivable:  Frank Kozak 

Secretary:  Suzanne Gamber 

Directors: Frank Kozak 

  Dwight Resh 

  Stacy Folks 

  Gene Meashey 

  Ellen Oaster 

 

Newsletter Editor: _____________________ 

Webmaster:  Chris Enck 

Park Manager:  Deanna Schall 

Asst. Park Manager:  Dave Hoffman 

Blast Organizer:  Meredith Wilterdink 

Cleanup Days:  Frank Kozak 

Volunteer Coord:  Don Eichelberger 

Volunteer Hours:  Frank Kozak & Ellen Oaster 

Membership:  Suzanne Gamber 


