Special Report
The History of the Veteran's Memorial Grounds
The “Veterans Memorial Grounds” at Codorus State Park is a place where families can plant trees in honor and
remembrance of deceased veterans. This memorial grew out of a request by the family of Laverne Smith, a
Warrant Office and Veteran of the Vietnam War, who was killed in an automobile accident in June of 2000.
After Laverne’s death, his family wanted to honor his service to our country by planting a tree in his name.
Like many of the local veterans, Laverne was a member of the American Legion, AMVETS, and the VFW. The
family went to the VFW, where Laverne had just been elected Commander for the upcoming year, and spoke to
Laverne’s close friend Ken Riley, another Vietnam Veteran. Ken told them that, unfortunately, there was no
place in the Hanover area to honor veterans in that manner. However, Ken said he would talk to the AVC (Allied
Veterans Council), to see what, if anything could be done. The AVC created a committee to investigate options.
This committee included the Commanders from each of the local Veteran’s organizations, Laverne’s family, and
Ken Riley, who serves as Chairman.

Through Ken’s efforts, the committee sent an e-mail to the office of then Pennsylvania Governor, Tom Ridge,
who was also a Vietnam Veteran and sympathetic to issues concerning Veterans. Governor Ridge suggested the
committee contact Ed Kautz, the Superintendent at Codorus State Park, to pursue this idea and ensure
compliance with all Park Services guidelines.
By that time, the initial committee had grown to include a number of volunteers with interest in this project.
With Ken Riley coordinating its efforts, and Randy Nehr’s assistance, this group held several meetings with Ed
Kautz to discuss the guidelines that had to be followed. By early Fall of 2000, the Committee adopted a very
simple design for the Memorial and the Park Service approved it. Ed Kautz also provided a list of native trees
that the Park Service approved. Each family can pick a tree from this list to be planted at the Memorial in honor
of their deceased Veteran.
Throughout the fall and winter months of 2000, the committee held fund-raisers, and volunteers canvassed the
Hanover area, soliciting donations of money and building materials. Construction of the Memorial began in late
spring of 2001, and ended late that summer. The construction was completed entirely by volunteers and Park
employees, as well as a core group of professional excavators, masons and carpenters, who also donated their
time, and with their help, directed the other volunteers. From the time the planning for the Memorial began,
until the construction was completed, over 20 families submitted requests for trees to be planted in honor of
deceased Veterans.
Cont.>>>>
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Special Report-Cont.

The Dedication Ceremonies for the Memorial and the inaugural tree planting took place on Saturday,
September 15, 2001, with Senator Mike Waugh as the keynote speaker. Governor Ridge committed to be
present for the dedication, but was called to Washington earlier that week, to take care of the newly created
Department of Homeland Security. Each year since the dedication of the Memorial in 2001, and including all
ceremonies that have been conducted through the fall of 2017, over 125 Veterans have been honored with
the planting of a tree in each Veteran’s name. This year marks the celebration of the 16th year Anniversary of
the “Veterans Memorial Grounds” at Codorus State Park.
Since the completion of the Memorial, the employees at Codorus State Park, the Friends of Codorus State
Park, and a small group of volunteers continue the maintenance of the trees and the grounds around the
Memorial.

*This year Veteran’s Day falls on Sunday, November 11th and is observed on Monday the 12th.
Feel free to stop by and explore the Codorus State Park Veteran’s Memorial.
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President’s Message
from Don Eichelberger

Hello Everyone,
Of all the messages from the President that I have had to write, this has been the most difficult
to prepare. While we are one of the most active and successful Friends groups in the State, with
that success comes a constant need for volunteers. Unfortunately, we typically do not have
enough members helping to staff our activities.
For example, we have just had our Halloween in the Park event, which was a great success.
However, a very small group of members worked ten and twelve hour days for ten days to set up,
work at the event, and tear down and store all the materials.
Similarly, no one volunteered to lead our next Winter Festival. Fortunately, we were able to
partner with Spring Grove Regional Parks and Recreation Center (SGRPRC) which has allowed us
to continue with this event. Kate King, Executive Director of SGRPRC, will be the leader of the
Winter Festival. With this partnership, our Friends group will share the profit from this event with
the SGRPRC.
I am aware that many of our retired members are unable to physically perform some of the
necessary tasks for our events and activities. Likewise, working members are often not available
on weekdays. However, our Friends group has a place for everyone. I strongly urge each of you
to consider how you can help our Friends group continue to be successful.

Thanks,
Don Eichelberger
717.578.6579
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Renae’s Corner

Environmental Education Specialist
This year I had 77 children attend Discover E! Camps – Archery, Bow hunting, Kayaking and
Bugs. The camps were all multiday and I even saw some of the same kids at multiple
camps. Unfortunately the Pond & Stream camp got rained out.
The monthly homeschool days (April – October) have had well over 200 kids in attendance, with
one more to go! The programs often had a waiting list. Over 500 school children have already
been to the park for field trips with an additional 400 expected by the end of the month.
For this year’s HITP event I added the Bat Cave and changed the nature tent theme to the “Senses
of the Night” theme. Just wait until you hear what I am doing next year!!
The Landis Woods project is progressing nicely with the pavilions cleared, signs ordered and
permanent archery field work in progress. Camps and groups that have been hosted in the area
this season all enjoyed the added venue!
I have some exciting ideas planned for next season, which I will inform everyone about when I
return in the spring. Thank you for all the support this season! It has truly been a pleasure getting
to know both the park and the friends members!
Thanks,
Renae Weidner
Environmental Education Specialist
Codorus State Park
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News-n-Notes
Fall Cleanup
The recent Park Cleanup on October 6th was a success. Many people, both members and nonmembers, helped with the cleanup and getting everything ready for winter. All toll about 33 volunteers
showed up and worked at the swimming pool area, Veteran’s Memorial, and the Mary Ann Furnace
Trail. Donuts, coffee were provided along with pizza for lunch. If you’d like to help next year our cleanup
dates are set for April 27 and October 5, 2019. We hope to see you next year…

Invasives
The FOCSP’s Invasives Species Team has completed another year of field work to reduce the invasive
plant species populations in the park. The Team works under the guidance of State Service Forester
Matt Kern. The group started cutting invasives in March and just finished up for the year this past
Saturday. We had approximately 25 outings and worked about 150 hours during the year.
Volunteers who worked on this project throughout the year include Mike Bankert, Jeff Deveney, Gary
Harrity, and Frank Kozak, with Ellen and Jim Oaster and Shawn Poole contributing early in the year and
Anthony Galioto helping out later in the cutting season.
Areas of the park that have been the group’s focus this year include along Blooming Grove Road from
the intersection of Smith Station Road to the Fishing Pier, Mary Ann Furnace and the campground. The
species we have removed include Bradford Pear, Autumn Olive, and Shrub Honeysuckle. If you are
interested in joining this group next year, please contact Frank Kozak at frank@friendsofcodorus.org.
Halloween in the Park

Halloween in the Park held Oct 19 & 20, 2018 was certainly memorable! The fields were too wet from
all the rain this year, so a shuttle service from the marina parking was added. There was a learning
curve on Friday, but with the help of BOYO Bus Service, fire police and rangers, Saturday ran much
smoother. There were 90 participating campers who reported handing out as many at 4,000 pieces of
candy for the weekend to the visiting trick or treaters. (That's per camper!) Hayride displays were well
represented by the community again, and the Friends display area, aka "The Gauntlet" was
spooktacular! We had some new booths at the vendor area, including a "bat cave" by the park EES and
York County Search and Rescue. High winds blew in Saturday night clearing the grounds quickly before
closing time, but thankfully, there were no reports of injury. No final tally of proceeds raised were
available yet to report.
Cont.>>>>>>
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News-n-Notes-Cont.
Halloween in the Park - Cont.
The Pet Parade was well attended and raised about $665 for local animal charities. And the Halloween
5K Run, sponsored by the Spring Grove Regional Parks and Recreation Center, had an increase in
participants from 2017. Winners for the Pet Parade and 5K will be posted
at www.halloweeninthepark.org and on Facebook.
Brad Bealing, Event Chairman and Kathy Bealing, Admin/Reservations, would like to thank all those who
contributed in any way this year. Big "shout outs" go to Suzanne & Mark Landis (Hayride Displays/
Donations/Lunches), Bruce and Stacy Folks (Set Up/Tear Down Leaders/Electrical/Photo Shops), Keith
Smith and Gina Jacoby (Electrical/Signage/Fuel/Campground Patrol) and Ryan Frock (Event/Volunteer
Support of every kind.) Very long days of hard work fell on this small group of volunteers for such a big
program. They all deserve some serious recognition. And thank you to all the volunteers, campers,
park management, Deanna Schall, Dave Hoffman and Dan Clark, their staff, contributing businesses and
park visitors. The support that was given helped to make this year another success!
Editor’s Note: This being my first HITP event I was floored by how cool, fun and energized the event was. As I
walked around with Samantha and Kat I spoke to some of the campers and attendees and everyone LOVED
the event. Hats off to Brad, Kathy and all who helped. Now I can’t wait for Halloween in the park 2019.

*See photos pages 8 and 9

UP & COMING
Thanksgiving Dinner
Thu, November 15, 5:30pm – 7:00pm, Dubs Church Annex

Meats, mashed potatoes, beverages, and place settings provided. Bring a side or dessert to share.
RSVP by November 2, 2018 to Bob Larsen - 717.632.5155

Breakfast With Santa
Sat, December 8, 7:30am – 9:00am, Dubs Church Annex
Volunteers start at 7:30.
Contact Don Eichelberger at donald@friendsofcodorus.org or 717.578.6579
www.friendsofcodorus.org
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From the Editor
Volunteer Kayaking Guide
This being my first full year living in the area I felt fortunate to be one of the summer volunteer
kayaking guides. Coordinated through the Park’s Environmental Education Specialist, Renae Weidner,
the kayaking program works to introduce visitors to the beauty of Lake Marburg through a hands-on
interpretive program. The summer program ran Wednesday and Friday evenings and Sunday
mornings.
Starting with an introduction to kayaking the program guides small groups of paddlers around the
lake in one and two person kayaks while the lead guide explains the history and features of the lake
and its shoreline. The tour takes about 1-1/2 hours at a casual yet consistent pace stopping at key
features like the willow trees, turtle basking areas and osprey nests. If you’re lucky as I was on a few
occasions you may witness the ospreys diving into the water trying to catch fish or a proud eagle
cruising the lake. By the way there are several species of turtle inhabiting Lake Marburg including the
Red-Bellied, painted, red- eared slider and yellow-bellied turtle.

Although I chose to skip volunteering for the Fall session due to work obligations I have some very
fond memories and pictures of the wonderful time spent on the waters of Lake Marburg with the
dedicated volunteers of the kayaking program. ~DanS
*If you’re interested in volunteering for the kayaking
program or any other wonderful program please contact
Renae Weidner at, NRCodorusEEPrograms@pa.gov

*See photos Page 10
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Pictures
Halloween in the Park
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Pictures 2
Halloween in the Park
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Pictures 3
Wildlife Watchers on the Water
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Friends of Codorus State Park (FOCSP)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

1066 Blooming Grove Road
Hanover, PA 17331
Email: contact@friendsofcodorus.org

Website: www.friendsofcodorus.org

President:

Don Eichelberger

Past President:

Dwight Resh

Vice President:

Meredith Wilterdink

Accts Payable:

Keith Taylor

Accts Receivable:

Frank Kozak

717-451-3635 (cell)

Secretary:

Suzanne Gamber

717-632-2916 (Gift Shop)

Directors:

——

Frank Kozak
Dwight Resh

Mission Statement

Stacy Folks

A non-profit, all volunteer operated and staffed
group, dedicated to restore, preserve and improve
the Codorus State Park and its surroundings. Assist
in providing recreational and educational opportunities for current and future generations.

Gene Meashey
Ellen Oaster

*Please send newsletter questions, corrections
or comments to:

Newsletter Editor:

Dan Schmidt

Webmaster:

Chris Enck

Park Manager:

Deanna Schall

Asst. Park Manager:

Dave Hoffman

Blast Organizer:

Meredith Wilterdink

Cleanup Days:

Frank Kozak

Volunteer Coord:

Don Eichelberger

Volunteer Hours:

Frank Kozak & Ellen Oaster

Membership:

Suzanne Gamber

dan@friendsofcodorus.org
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