MESSENGER
Spring Teaser 2018
Messenger is the official newsletter for Friends of
Codorus State Park, and is published 4 times per year.

Introductions
I’d like to take a moment to introduce myself as the new editor of the Messenger newsletter. My
name is Dan Schmidt and, along with my youngest daughter Samantha, moved into the local
community last year from Maryland. We were already familiar with the awesome park from many
years of hiking, camping, fishing, kayaking, swimming and motorcycling in the area. It seemed
only natural to “give back” to an area we love and call home.
My basic goal for the Messenger is to bring you useful information about the park in a way that
compliments our wonderful website. As I see it, and along with some of Samantha’s reporting and
photographic help, this will include providing information about upcoming events, reporting on
past events and providing some personal commentary. I plan to try to continue the 4x per year
seasonal publishing that our wonderful previous editor, Lynne Thompson, provided.
What do you want to see in your newsletter?
The Messenger is your publication for Codorus State Park
happenings. Please email me with your thoughts about what
you like, what you don’t like and what you’d like to see more of
in your newsletter. With your help we’ll keep the Messenger the
informative piece it’s designed to be.
Thank you,
~Dan
dan@friendsofcodorus.org
PS: I want to apologize in advance as I know by the time you receive this some information
will be outdated. As my dear old departed dad used to say... I’ll try harder next time. ~Dan

President’s Message
from Don Eichelberger
Hello everyone!
It sure is great to have a newsletter again. Many thanks to Dan Schmidt for taking on this job. As
I look forward to this year’s events I am so glad we have so many dedicated volunteers to fulfill
our commitment to Codorus State Park.
As you see me this year at our events please take the time to say hello and give me your input
on the work we are doing for the Park.
Thanks,
Don Eichelberger
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News-n-Notes
New Pavilion
We are awaiting state approval to build a new pavilion in the main launch area. This will cost about
$30,000 and will be paid for through FOCSP funds. More on this to come.
Easter Egg Hunt
The Easter Egg Hunt was held on Good Friday at 5:00pm at pavilions 1 and 2. Despite the weather
being a bit cold and blustery we had a great turnout of about 300 children. All who attended received
goody bags which included a large milk chocolate bunny. Big thanks to those who stuffed the goody
bags, directed traffic, managed the egg hunts and others who helped make this such a success for
the children. *See some photos on page 5

Spring Clean Up
 Saturday April 21 9:00am—3:00pm
 Meet 8:30am for coffee & donuts at Pavilion 1 (near swimming pool)
 Lunch provided (pizza and drinks) at about noon
 Bring a friend if you can
Members Picnic
 Thursday June 7 at 5:30 PM at classroom building
 Free to member and one guest
 Fried chicken and beef barbeque catered by Hanover Railside Banquet center
 Sides and desserts to be brought by members
RSVP by May 24 to Donald@friendsofcodorus.org or call 717-578-6579
Codorus Blast
● June 15th, 16th & 17th (Fri, Sat & Sun) *See Blast information at the end
This is still in the planning stages so keep an eye on the FOCSP website for the latest details.
1066 Blooming Grove Road
Hanover, PA 17331
Email: contact@friendsofcodorus.org
Website: www.friendsofcodorus.org
717-451-3635 (cell)
717-632-2916 (Gift Shop)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
President: Don Eichelberger
Past President: Dwight Resh
Vice President: Robert Maher
Accounts Payable: Kieth Taylor
Accounts Receivable: Bob Maher
Secretary: Suzanne Gamber
Directors: Larry Albright
Stacy Folks
Gene Meashey
Ellen Oaster
Meredith Wilterdink
Newsletter Editor.: Dan Schmidt
Webmaster: Chris Enck
Park Manager: Deanna Schall
Asst. Park Manager: Dave Hoffman
Blast Organizer: Larry Albright, Bob Maher
Volunteer Coord: Don Eichelberger
Volunteer Hours: Frank Kozak and Ellen Oaster
Membership: Suzanne Gamber

Friends of Codorus State Park (FOCSP)

Mission Statement

A non-profit, all volunteer operated and staffed
group, dedicated to restore, preserve and improve
the Codorus State Park and its surroundings.
Assist in providing recreational and educational
opportunities for current and future generations

*Please send newsletter questions or corrections to:
dan@friendsofcodorus.org
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Park Manager Report

Hello everyone! Our Spring Fling Banquet was a success with seventy five members in attendance. The
food
wasisgreat
andOur
the presentation
BY Matt
the DCNR
Forester,
about the
Spring
here!
seasonal staff
areKern,
returning,
facilities
arewas
opening
up,invasive
and the outdoors
species State Park and was well received.

is
turning green! This is a very busy time for us in the park, as we finish up winter projects, start
on
summer
projects,
get our
seasonal
facilities
opened
On spring
April 14,and
we had
our annual
Easter and
egg hunt.
Terry
Alwine, our
chair person,
andup.
his crew of volunteers
did a wonderful job. Over two hundred children attended. Many new ideas were introduced to improve the
operation of this event. Next year it will be held at Pavillion number one off of Swimming Pool Road.

Our biggest news for now is that we finally have a new Assistant Park Manager! We welcome
One of our new programs, the invasive species removal project, is really taking off. We are close to being
Dave
Hoffman back to the Codorus family! Some of you may know him from his previous
done at the Black Rock Road area. The next area we will be doing is the campground. We have many
days
here
at that
Codorus
the Park
Maintenance
I justand
want
to saymornings.
how happy
different times
we workas
including
weekday
mornings,Supervisor.
weekday evenings,
Saturday
ThisI am
to
know we’ll
great team!
is ahave
greatDave
projecthere,
for ourI members
thatmake
are notainterested
in our traditional programs. Please consider
joining us to help make our park inviting and beautiful.

Ourfor
nexta big
is the
Blast.projects,
Thanks towe
ourare
co-chair
people,
Larry Albright
and Bob
Mahor and their
Blast
As
fewevent
of our
larger
currently
rehabbing
B-loop
showerhouse
in the
committee, this is shaping up to be an exciting event. The Blast furnishes our group with over half of our
campground,
the water
tower
is getting
a facelift,
andOne
weofare
supplies
to continue
income, so let’s hope
for good
weather
and great
attendance.
thepurchasing
new things planned
for this
year is
work
in
the
Kindig
House.
We
are
also
excited
that
our
EES
Renae
Weidner
has
been
our Father’s day celebration. Many prizes are to be given away that day. This is a wonderful tribute to all
the Father’s outinthere.
As always,
a lot
volunteers
to be
run known
successfully.
A special
instrumental
breathing
newthis
lifeevent
into needs
the old
girlofscout
camp,
now
as Landis
Woods.
need
this
year
is
volunteers
to
work
at
the
gate.
If
you
can
give
us
a
few
hours
of
you
time
to
help
us
Renae will be utilizing this part of the park as an outdoor education area and holding with
some
the gate or
other
jobs, please
contact us as soon as possible.
exciting
new
programs
there.
In closing, our recruiting efforts are starting to pay off. As you meet our newest members, please be sure to
welcome them to our group, as they give their time and effort to our park.

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all of you for your hard work throughout the year. This
is a group of amazing and dedicated people. I am very proud of the things you’ve
Thanks,
accomplished
over the years, and I am looking forward to what we will accomplish this year
(big
things
are
in the works!).
Don Eichelberger
717.578.6579

As always, I look forward to seeing you in the park!
Deanna

Some of the many Volunteers at the Winter Festival/Eagle Plunge

My name is Dave Hoffman, and I am the new Assistant Park Manager at
Codorus State Park. I have spent the last three years as the Park
Manager at Susquehannock State Park Complex. Two years prior to that,
I was the Maintenance Supervisor here at Codorus State Park. I look
forward to my new adventure and working with the staff and the many
diversified groups that make this a wonderful park.
Dave
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Renae’s Corner

Hello everyone! Our Spring Fling Banquet was a success with seventy five members in attendance. The
food
Hi! was great and the presentation BY Matt Kern, the DCNR Forester, was about the invasive
species State Park and was well received.

Many
you
met
me already,
let Terry
me take
theour
opportunity
share
a bitofabout
On Aprilof14,
wehave
had our
annual
Easter eggbut
hunt.
Alwine,
chair person,toand
his crew
volunteers
did a wonderful
hundredState
children
attended.
Many
new ideaswhich
were introduced
the to
myself.
I grewjob.
upOver
withtwo
Michaux
Forest
as my
backyard,
gave me toa improve
firm desire
operation
of this
event. Next
yearthat
it will
be held at Pavillion
number to
one
off of State
Swimming
Road.
care
for this
beautiful
world
surrounds
us. I headed
Penn
rightPool
after
high school
where I spent 3 years. I took some time off, was blessed with twins and after 20+ years of
One of our new programs, the invasive species removal project, is really taking off. We are close to being
waiting
tables
to area.
head The
back
toarea
school.
& Environmental
done at the
Blackdecided
Rock Road
next
we willI received
be doing isan
theEcology
campground.
We have many
Science
degree
in
2009
from
Shippensburg
University,
with
my
primary
focusmornings.
being aquatic
different times that we work including weekday mornings, weekday evenings, and Saturday
This
is a great and
project
for our members
ecology
wetland
plants. that are not interested in our traditional programs. Please consider
joining us to help make our park inviting and beautiful.

I began working for DCNR in 2011 at Cowans Gap State Park, a quiet little park nestled in the
Our next big event is the Blast. Thanks to our co-chair people, Larry Albright and Bob Mahor and their Blast
mountains,
asisthe
Environmental
Education
Last June
I waswith
able
tohalf
relocate
committee, this
shaping
up to be an exciting
event.Specialist.
The Blast furnishes
our group
over
of our to
Codorus
and
WOW!
What
a
difference!
I
am
so
excited
to
work
in
such
a
beautiful
income, so let’s hope for good weather and great attendance. One of the new things planned for thispark!
year isIt
our Father’s
day celebration.
Many prizes
are tothe
be park
given and
awayall
that
is a wonderful
tribute
to all
has
truly been
amazing getting
to know
ofday.
the This
wonderful
Friends!
Last
the Father’s
As always,
this
eventand
needs
a lot events!
of volunteers to be run successfully. A special
season
is aout
bitthere.
of a blur
of new
faces
huge
need this year is volunteers to work at the gate. If you can give us a few hours of you time to help us with
the gate or other jobs, please contact us as soon as possible.

I have had a busy month since returning from winter leave in mid-March. Organizing the
current
volunteers
and
recruiting
newtoones,
the our
blue
bird trails,
getting
ready
forto
In closing,
our recruiting
efforts
are starting
pay off.updating
As you meet
newest
members,
please
be sure
welcome and
them kayak
to our group,
as they
give their
and effort
to our
park.
archery
camps,
writing
newtime
programs
and
park
plans, the Easter Egg Hunt,
contacting schools and organizing field trips…the list goes on and on! There is barely any
time to keep up with the soap opera style eagle activity at the nest this spring (those eagles
Thanks,
are a full-time job in themselves!)! Summer camping season may feel like a break by the time
itDon
gets
here!
Eichelberger
717.578.6579

I am looking forward to seeing more of the Friends this summer. I cannot express how
wonderful it is to have a group of such dedicated and supportive folks at the park! The
coordination and time that goes into the Halloween in the Park and the Blast is amazing. And
the support you have given my programs- whether financially, by lending a hand, or being an
ear to bounce ideas off of- I can’t thank you enough! Some of the many Volunteers at the Winter Festival/Eagle Plunge
Renae Weidner | Environmental Education Specialist
Codorus State Park
2600 Smith Station Rd | Hanover, PA 17331
Phone: 717.637.3454
E-mail: nrcodoruseeprograms@pa.gov

Editor’s Note– As Environmental Education Specialist, Renae is responsible for developing
and implementing environmental, park education and recreation programs as the Codorus
State Park Naturalist. Renae is a great source of information on the many things that make
our park great.
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Easter Egg Hunt

www.friendsofcodorus.org

5

Spring 2018

Views around Codorus

*Look for our upcoming Summer
edition of the Messenger.
I promise it will be warm by that time



~Dan
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The Friends of Codorus State Park, the Codorus
State Park, and the BLAST Committee would like
to thank you and all of our gracious sponsors for
all of your continued support!

17th Annual Codorus Blast
June 15th, 16th & 17th
Friday: 4pm-11pm

Saturday: 10am-11pm

Sunday: 10am-5pm

• 5 K Race • Nature Displays • Live Bands • Crafts
• Keystone Dock Dogs • Pontoon Rides • Food
• Fire Truck Display • Childrens Games • Kayak Rides
• Helicopter Rides • Family Movie Night

Fun!

Fri., June 15th:

Sat., June 16th:

Pentagon

Richie Fields Band

7 PM-11 PM on Main Stage

7 PM-11 PM on Main Stage

Sat., June 16th:
Jack Hubley
1 PM on Small Stage

Save $$$ Purchase a (3) Day All Access Vehicle Pass at the
Cordorus State Park Gift Shop or F&S Yamaha & Marine.

www.CodorusBlast.org
2018 Event Organized by Friends of Codorus State Park

Entomology Education Programs
PA, VA, WVA, MD, DC, NJ, DEL, NY
717-916-4509
RB_BugMan@Comcast.net
www.RyanTheBugMan.com

Ryan Bridge has been involved with Entomology for over 40 years, especially with
public outreach and education. Ryan has been presenting insect education programs
for groups of all ages and everyone loves insects… they just don’t know it yet!

