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MESSENGER 
  Winter  2017-2018 

Messenger is the official newsletter 
for Friends of Codorus State Park, 
and is published 4 times per year. 

On Saturday, October 14th we had our 
fall clean-up day at the park. We had 20 
volunteers show up for the day. We 
started at the pool area closing that up 
for the winter. There were items we 
needed to put away and we also worked 
on trimming and raking at the flower 
beds. After finishing at the pool area we 
moved over to the Veterans Memorial 
area to spread two dump truck loads of 
mulch around the trees. Besides the 
adult volunteers, we also had a group 
from the Young Marines. Those boys 
and girls did a fantastic job. The Friends 
group provided breakfast and lunch for 
all of the volunteers. We would like to 
thank all the volunteers for your hard 
work and time spent at the park. The 
next clean-up day in the park will be 
sometime in April. Hope to see you 
there. 

Inside this 
issue: 

IMPORTANT!   IMPORTANT!  

This newsletter will no longer be sent 
by postal mail to any member with an 
email address on file.  If you have 
email but want to continue to 
receive a hard copy of the 
newsletter, please notify us,  no later 
than January 19, 2018 by calling 717
-451-3635 or by sending a message 
to contact@friendsofcodorus.org.    

 

To be sure we have your correct 
email address, an email “blast” was 
sent to you on November 11.  It 
looked like this: 

If you received this, we have your 
correct email address.  If you did 
NOT receive the email “blast” sent 
on Nov. 11, please contact us at 
frank@friendsofcodorus.org.  DISPLAY AT HALLOWEEN IN THE PARK.  

FOR MORE INFO AND PICS, SEE P. 6 & 7.  

We are updating our member database. You do not have to do 
anything and can delete this email. The next Newsletter will 
ask members who did not receive an email to send their email 
address to us. Have a great day!  

http://www.friendsofcodorus.org/
http://www.friendsofcodorus.org
mailto:contact@friendsofcodorus.org
mailto:frank@friendsofcodorus.org
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 Hello All! 

Cold weather has returned again and things are slowing down in the park. The campground is 
closed and the weather has turned wet and cold, which while it may be an inconvenience, we 
definitely need it for the lake! As of this writing we are roughly nine and a half feet below full pool. 
Things continue to move forward as we winterize buildings and start looking at picking up bigger 
projects again now that we don’t have as much of the normal day to day. Now that most of the park 
is hibernating, here is an update of things going on. 

 

Staffing – Even though most of our staff is leaving for the season, we finished pretty strong in our 
complement. We now have 7 DCNR Rangers (one that will be attending the academy this winter), 3 
Clerks, 3 Park Rangers, and a few new maintenance employees. We are still looking for some Semi
-Skilled Laborers, so if you know anyone looking for a summer job, send them our way! 

 

Projects  

 The Pennsylvania Outdoor Corps started to build an extension to the Mary Ann Furnace Trail 
that will connect to the Rummel Farm. This will add a larger parking area and make it much safer for 
our visitors to hike the trail. It is currently unfinished, but will hopefully be done soon. 

 The amphitheater is still moving. We are looking to finalize the podium and landscaping 
before the ground freezes and puts that on hold until spring. 

 The Mill House is still moving forward slowly. We are still working on getting drawings, which 
are very expensive. We will then have to start looking at ways to bring the building up to code and 
how best to get things rehabbed. 

 

As things slow down, many people ask what we do to keep busy throughout the winter. Aside from 
staying busy with projects to get ready for next season, this is the time of year when we have a lot of 
meetings and reviews. In November we will have our annual Budget Review in which we will discuss 
how we did with our budget last year and how best to move forward for the current year. We will 
also do things like management plan reviews, education plan reviews and so on and so forth. 
Basically, during the summer we try to stay on top of the day to day, while during the winter we try to 
plan ahead and look at big picture items. 

 

In closing, we want to again thank you for the work 
that you do. From big things such as the invasive 
species removal and Halloween in the Park, to small 
things like volunteering to help with the Veteran’s Day 
program, we couldn’t do and support these things 
without you. We hope to continue to see people get 
involved and bring even more people into the fold. 
Thank you again and as always, we hope to see you 
in the park! 

Deanna and Earl   

Park Management Report 

Staff taking a much-needed break during 
Halloween in the Park? 

http://www.friendsofcodorus.org


 Hello everyone!  Our Spring Fling Banquet  was a success with seventy five members in attendance.  The 

food was great and the presentation BY Matt Kern, the DCNR Forester, was about the invasive 
species  State Park and was well received. 
  
On April 14, we had our annual Easter egg hunt.  Terry Alwine, our chair person, and his crew of volunteers 
did a wonderful job.  Over two hundred children attended.  Many new ideas were introduced to improve the 
operation of this event.  Next year it will be held at Pavillion number one off of Swimming Pool Road. 
  
One of our new programs, the invasive species removal project, is really taking off.  We are close to being 
done at the Black Rock Road area.  The next area we will be doing is the campground.  We have many 
different times that we work including weekday mornings, weekday evenings, and Saturday mornings.  This 
is a great project for our members that are not interested in our traditional programs.  Please consider 
joining us to help make our park inviting and beautiful. 
  
Our next big event is the Blast.  Thanks to our co-chair people, Larry Albright and Bob Mahor and their Blast 
committee, this is shaping up to be an exciting event.  The Blast furnishes our group with over half of our 
income, so let’s hope for good weather and great attendance.  One of the new things planned for this year is 
our Father’s day celebration.  Many prizes are to be given away that day.  This is a wonderful tribute to all 
the Father’s out there.  As always, this event needs a lot of volunteers to be run successfully.  A special 
need this year is volunteers to work at the gate.  If you can give us a few hours of you time to help us with 
the gate or other jobs, please contact us as soon as possible. 
  
In closing, our recruiting efforts are starting to pay off.  As you meet our newest members, please be sure to 
welcome them to our group, as they give their time and effort to our park. 
  
  
Thanks, 
 
Don Eichelberger 
717.578.6579 
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President’s Message 
from Don Eichelberger 

1066 Blooming Grove Road 

Hanover, PA  17331 

Email: contact@friendsofcodorus.org 

Website: www.friendsofcodorus.org 

 717-451-3635 (cell)  

717-632-2916 (Gift Shop) 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

President: Don Eichelberger 

Past President: Dwight Resh 

Vice-president: Robert Maher 

Accounts Payable: Ray Weleski 

Accounts Receivable: Bob Maher 

Secretary: Suzanne Gamber 

Directors: Larry Albright 

     Stacy Folks 

      Gene Meashey 

      Ellen Oaster 

      Meredith Wilterdink              

Newsletter Ed.: Lynne Thompson 

Webmaster: Chris Enck 

Park Manager: Deanna Schall 

Asst. Manager: Earl Hockenberry 

Blast Organizer:  Larry Albright, Bob Maher 

Vol. Coord: Don Eichelberger 

Vol. Hours: Frank Kozak 

Membership: Suzanne Gamber 

Some of the many Volunteers at the Winter Festival/Eagle Plunge   

Hello Everyone 

I would like to thank all of our 
members that have helped to 
make this a very special year. With 
all the hours you have given to our 
group, we have gotten a lot done 
for the Park. 

Thanks, 
Don Eichelberger 

Friends of Codorus State Park (FOCSP)  

Mission Statement 
A non-profit, all volunteer operated and staffed 

group, dedicated to restore, preserve and 
improve the Codorus State Park and its 

surroundings.  Assist in providing recreational 
and educational opportunities for current and 

future generations 

 

 

 

     
           

Date       

Name       

Address       

      

Phone No.       

Email       

 

Please check one Membership Level (annual dues per person):  

 Sapling (youth) - $1 

 Pine (regular membership) - $10 

 Hickory - $25 

 Individual Life -$250** 

 Business/Organization -$50 

 Business/Organization Life -$500** 

(** Life memberships can be paid in five annual installments) 

 

Please check your volunteer interests from the activities and events 

lists below:  

 

Volunteer Activities 

 Gift Shop and Camp Store Sales 

 Marketing and Sponsors 

 Nature Preservation 

 Newsletter Preparation 

 Park Clean-Up Days 

 Program and Event Volunteer 

 Wood Splitting and Stacking 

 

Volunteer Events 

 Winterfest 

 Easter Egg Hunt 

 Codorus Blast Festival 

 Chili Cook-Off Clean-Up 

 Halloween in the Park 

 Breakfast with Santa 

 

Invite a friend to 
join our group! 

http://www.friendsofcodorus.org
mailto:contact@friendsofcodorus.org
http://www.friendsofcodorus.org
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FOCSP EVENTS AND  VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Dec.  9        Breakfast with Santa  (see insert) 

Jan. 27, 2018  Winterfest/Eagle Plunge (see inserts) 

Feb. dates TBA Camping World RV Show 

    Builders’ Show 

Mar. 10, 2018   Spring Fling banquet 

Mar. 30, 2018    Easter Egg Hunt 

April date TBA   Spring Clean-up 

May 27, 2018  Concerts by the Lake begin 

Reports of your volunteer hours should now be sent to Frank Kozak 
at frank@friendsofcodorus.org.  Frank is maintaining the digital 

database of members.  Hours can also be turned in at Gift Shop or 
Visitor Center. 

 

 

CONTACT DON AT 717-451-3635 OR EMAIL donald@friendsofcodorus.org 

Dec. 9  Breakfast with Santa:  kitchen helpers, greeters, table-setters, helpers for children’s crafts 

Jan. 27  Winterfest: helpers for crafts, 8-10 floaters to work where needed 8:30am—3 pm 

Feb. ??  Builders’ Show: people to hand out FOCSP info 

Feb. ??  Camping World Open House: people to hand out FOCSP info 

Mar. 30    Easter Egg Hunt: helpers to hide eggs, help with children’s crafts 

June ??  Members’ Picnic: coordinator to set date, contact caterer; set up room, etc. 

 

Ongoing needs: 

Newsletter:  editor (collect, write, publish information about FOCSP)  Training included (see p. 8) 

Woodcutting: leader to set work times and contact wood crew 

Outpost Camp Store:  manager to set hours, oversee purchases, report sales; people to run cash 
   register and answer campers’ questions (opens April ) 

Gift Shop:  same needs as Outpost Camp Store 

Grant Writer:  need person knowledgeable of nonprofits to search for and write grants 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

http://www.friendsofcodorus.org
mailto:frank@friendsofocodorus.org
mailto:donald@friendsofcodorus.org
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YOU CAN HELP FOCSP BY FINDING SPONSORS FOR WINTERFEST.   

SHARE THIS PAGE WITH YOUR LOCAL BUSINESS OR ORGANIZATION. 

http://www.friendsofcodorus.org
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Thanks to our committed volunteer teams, campers, 
community, and the amazing weather, Halloween in 
the Park 2017 was the most successful on record yet.  
Preliminary figures estimate $25,000 was raised for the 
Friends of Codorus. 

Campsites were the most elaborately decorated to 
date, with animations, films, holograms, lights, 
inflatables, and even a pirate ship anchored  in our 
campground...WOW!  And the campers’ generosity of 
handing out candy was also record-breaking, with 
some reporting giving out as much as 5,000 and MORE 
pieces of candy for the weekend. 

The hayride was also show-stopping with the addition 
of “The Gauntlet”, which was an area designated for 

all of the Halloween Committee’s displays, including pirate, toxic waste, witch’s 
convention, ghosts in the woods, and alien spaceship scenes.  A total of 46 displays 
on the hayride route entertained hay wagon riders of all ages.   

The biggest challenge this year was getting everyone into the area and parked before 
trick-or-treat time ended.  But in spite of the wait, with our parking staff working 
skillfully getting every car parked, visitors were still very positive about their 
experience.  Social media posts were buzzing with praise, and only a few suggestions 
for improvement. 

The new Halloween in the Park 5K Race, by the Spring Grove Regional Parks and 
Recreation Center, had 53 entrants, some dressed in costume, from the very young 
to the seasoned runner.  Trophies and prizes were awarded.  We hope this will be a 
continued addition to the event weekend. 

And lastly, the Pet Parade with 64 entrants raised more funds than ever before, 
almost reaching the $800 mark, which will be shared with Animal Rescue, Inc. and 
Ruffled Feathers Parrot Sanctuary.  Three gift baskets were awarded to those who 
raised the most funds. 

Thank you again, for all the help the volunteers gave to make this a great success….it 
could never happen without you! 

Brad and Kathy Bealing 

http://www.friendsofcodorus.org
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LAST PAGE AND LAST NEWSLETTER! 
We desperately need a volunteer or two to oversee this newsletter.  I am 

no longer able to serve in this capacity.  Jobs include collecting 

information from committee and event chair people, writing articles, 

assembling the information into a newsletter format, and publishing the 

information (sending to printer, assembling the printed pages, mailing).   

Jobs could be split (person to write newsletter, person to oversee mailings). 

    

Newsletters have been published quarterly (every 3 months), but as editor 

you could determine the schedule.  Attendance at monthly Board meetings 

is not required, but is a good way to gather information.   

 
If you enjoy reading this newsletter, please consider helping us! 
Training will be offered.  For more information, contact Lynne 

Thompson at elynnet@comcast.net or call 717-637-0204.     
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