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As human beings, we are born into Universal Citizenship, endowed by 
our collective history, including the ever-developing, legal and social 
culture of humanity, with certain universal rights and freedoms.1   
 
In order to nourish and enjoy these rights and freedoms, each one of us 
has duties: responsibilities based on natural loyalty, civic law, and 
ultimately: natural law.  These duties bind us together in forms of 
flexible unity, where our freedoms can be meaningful and practically 
sustained through connection to others — and whole systems2 — where 
giving and receiving mutual support, cooperation, creativity, and joy is 
possible. 
 
Each of us is both a contributor and a recipient of many effects in what 
we could call our Universal Social Environment.  Together we are 
constantly creating this overall social atmosphere, which includes 
innumerable “micro-climates.”  The qualities and influences of these 
environments, which often overlap and intermix in different ways — 
with their many shades of good and ill — are of keen and compelling 
interest to each and every one of us.  As Martin Luther King, Jr. has 
written: “We are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a 
single garment of destiny.  Whatever affects one directly, affects all 
indirectly.” 
 
 

                                 
1 Please refer to the United Nations Bill of Human Rights: The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) and two U.N. Conventions.  
2 Whole systems: our families, network of friends, neighbors, and communities; our cities, regions, nations; and ultimately the 2 Whole systems: our families, network of friends, neighbors, and communities; our cities, regions, nations; and ultimately the 
entire community of nations and universal society. The Internet and our natural ecosystem are other obvious examples. 
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To help maximize our potential as individuals and societies — to help 
maintain the quality of our lives and “the social air that we breathe” — 
(and to change them for the better): 
 
Let us pledge our sustained commitment to culture our intentions for good! 
 
Let us consider our mutual predicament further.  We can acknowledge 
that in theory: if citizens do not abuse their rights, they should be able to 
keep them and exercise them all, as appropriate and feasible, throughout 
life.   
 
But we must also acknowledge that in practice, each of us is shaped, 
gifted, and limited by the circumstances of our birth, by the strengths 
and weaknesses of our families of origin, our educational opportunities, 
our health, finances, and many other factors.  These include cultural, 
religious, political, and economic traditions; the progress of industry, 
science, and technology; the tools we have access to; and the character, 
climate, and functioning of our communities: from intimate family and 
friends all the way to universal society.   
 
As individuals, we may acknowledge, too, that we contribute moment-
by-moment to the character of our social environment(s) by our state of 
conscious being, by our thoughts, feelings, speech, actions, and inactions 
— whether positive or negative in net effect.  And of course, we receive 
effects, being generated constantly by everyone else! 
 
Societal laws and their enforcements are evolving, limited, and fallible.  
They may change, and they may never be complete.  But natural laws as a 
whole are comprehensive.  They are enforced by deep realities of cause 
and effect; and inner and outer connectedness regardless of human 
prescription.   
 
If human laws, human-made institutions, and human beings are not 
closely aligned with natural laws, some level of discord will inevitably 
manifest.   
 
We can take inspiration and example for the possibilities of stable, 
universal peace from observing our own human hands!  Just as all our 
fingers enjoy their freedoms while remaining tightly bound in service  
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and responsibility to the whole hand and body (from which they receive 
vital sustenance) — there is an intimate relationship between each freedom 
and its corresponding responsibilities at every level and turn of life.   
 
To enjoy the fruits of peace and love,3 each of us must attend to the 
responsibilities that nourish these fine qualities and make relationships 
sustainable.  To add to our human understanding of life, certain values 
— principles and civic ideals for peaceful society that may constitute  
natural laws of sustainable relationship — are in process of being 
declared. 4  One of these values seems of particular importance, and has a 
role nourishing to all the others: the concept and exercise of good will. 
 
Good will is not just a feeling!  It can be a committed willing for good 
effects and good outcomes in any relationship, even — or especially — 
when encountering uncomfortable conflict! 
 
We must acknowledge that in the complexities of life — even with best 
efforts — conflicts of some kind will periodically develop.  Any 
individual, group, or institution can easily overlook, misapply, or 
outright break important principles and beautiful ideals of social 
consideration, peaceful behavior, and love — relative to others and even 
to self — without even wanting or conscious intention! 
 
Therefore, to reduce unnecessary social tensions, suffering, and pain for 
everyone:  
 
Let us pledge to choose wisely: to cherish an attitude of good will and 
shared responsibility for social integrity.  Let us resolve to do our best to 
live ethically — according to All Our Highest Common Ideals.  And let us 
avoid negative assumptions about the intentions of others short of 
conclusive proof. 
     
By cherishing a deep intention for good5 — rather than assuming the worst 
of others (whether consciously or not) and preparing to fight at the first 
sign of conflict — we will be doing an influential part to evolve and 
enjoy a safer, healthier, more positive and fulfilling social atmosphere of 

                                 
3 Defined inclusive of, willing, and working for all our declared “Highest Common Ideals.”  Please see www.STARALLIANCE.org. 
4 Please see www.STARALLIANCE.org, and kindly check back periodically for updates. 
5 Good is defined as:  “Fitting; fitting well together; and ideally: tending toward lasting benefits for all.”  •  Renowned philosopher 
Immanuel Kant asserted: “[The only thing] which can be taken as good without qualification [is] a good will.” 
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lasting dignity, wisdom, respect, fairness, peace, justice, abundance, and 
love for everyone.   
 
Even in the face of intense conflicts, obstacles, uncertainties, and pain — 
let us do our best to be calm, to think and to act ethically; and particularly 
to wish for good outcomes, to exert our wills for good, to continue 
wishing for some good, holistic results — different as they may be for each 
participant — to emerge and grow according to our common ideals from 
virtually any situation or tribulation. 
 
When, as an individual, my “willing for good” gets stressed under heavy 
pressures and circumstances; when I’m tempted to take unfair advantage; 
or when I’m hurting and might badly want for a time to hurt someone, or 
something back; still: let me not, if humanly possible, violate the good in  
myself, in others, or in our shared environments.  Let me do my best to 
avoid incurring or inflicting lasting damage on myself or anyone!   
 
Instead, let me exert a “gritty good will;” enduring as best I can while 
preparing and reaching out to a larger community, as needed, to help  
reconcile and transform the conflict into some form of positive outcomes 
for all. 
 
When I make mistakes, or fall victim to others’ errors; when I experience 
“reflexive anger” for a time; so be it.  It happened. “Negative on the 
negative is positive.”6  Expressing justified exception to behavior, clearly 
and effectively, especially with relative kindness and calm toward others, 
can be constructive and healthy — an important part of achieving and 
sustaining a genuine peace.  But after such expression, what direction 
shall I take now?  What direction shall we all take? 
 
From my side, since I can at least control myself from within over time, 
let me not purposefully cherish anger — nor unduly personalize issues, 
nor unduly hide guilt, shame, and anxiety.  For these behaviors will only 
contribute to the growth of social alienation and breakdown.  Instead, let 
me take responsibility for my part in each situation — in attitude, action, 
or inaction.  Just as promptly and fully as I can, 7 let me return to willing 
for good — even if I cannot feel good about things for a time.  

                                 
6 Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, to the author, at Fiuggi Fonte, Italy, 1972. 
7 If we will allow it, refreshment from anger can often occur very quickly. The TM technique [See www.tm.org] is helpful on a daily basis. 
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Let me “Communicate, Cooperate, and Celebrate” with others for common 
goals, channeling our best intentions, time, energies, and strengths into 
building up better outcomes for all.   Let this be our lasting commitment.  
 
For we, among people everywhere, are the essential units of social 
decision-making and constructive change.  It is we individuals, 
communities, and whole societies who must keep on choosing for good.  
Individually and together, we must keep aspiring and working 
consistently for good goals over ill ones in our lives, our times, and the 
ever-extending future.  This crucial direction begins with each one of us 
and builds and renews through community.    
 
For ourselves and all we love and care for, therefore — towards a world 
that works for everyone, free of unnecessary suffering, tragedy, waste of 
resources, time, life and love — Let us pledge our sustained commitment to 
culture pure, inner intentions for good.  With others — from families to the 
Family of Nations — let us reach for our Highest Common Ideals.  Let us 
achieve and enjoy responsible freedoms, lively creativity, wise forgiveness, 
wholeness of life — and ever-evolving, positive outcomes for all! 
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STAR ALLIANCETM 
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• Promoting Civic Principles & Ideals of Good Will & Peace • Since 1985 • 
 

JOIN THE STAR ALLIANCE NETWORK FOR UNIVERSAL PEACE VALUES  
 
 • The greatest “Stars” of STAR ALLIANCE™ are the shining points of value that tend to benefit 
everyone over time: “Universal Civic Principles & Ideals of Good Will and Peace.”   Please consider joining 
the growing “STAR ALLIANCE” network of explicit commitment to these “Highest Common Ideals!”   In the 
end, “Everyone Benefits from a Better Society”  — and —  “No One’s a Winner in a Nuclear Winter!”   
 •  STAR ALLIANCE “Campaign 20/20 • Friendship Earth!” aims to reach 20% of the world’s 
population by the year 2020 with our positive, nonsectarian, nonpartisan educational messages for peace.  
Imagine what a brighter, safer, more enjoyable social atmosphere all of us can share when even a fraction of 
local and global populations have an opportunity to identify as “Universal Citizens;” to study, reflect, and 
commit to civic principles we can help declare, pledge, and practice together. 
 •  Just as each finger of the hand needs support from the whole hand and body, your individual 
peace and happiness require support from our whole society.  So invest in your own quality of life by doing 
your part to support this great cause.  (And please help extra, if you can, to help make up for all those who 
can’t.)  People empower the STAR ALLIANCE FOUNDATION FOR ALL.  Each citizen can be a catalytic 
educator and promoter with family, friends, and others in daily life.  And with a critical mass, we can create a 
Chain Reaction for Peace!  • You count!  Can we count on you? 
 • Volunteers, donors, “Allied Organizations,” educators, businesses, and government agencies 
are all needed to improve the documents as necessary, endorse them, develop materials for schools and public 
promotions, and actually accomplish these promotions. • Please use the donate button at 
www.STARALLIANCE.org, or give us a call for an appointment to discuss your questions, comments, and 
ideas.  You can also mail the form below with your U.S. - IRS tax-deductible gift, specifying its use if you like. 
 • “Angel” donors and volunteers can give our organization wings.  But please be aware that even 
modest gifts of time, talent, and funds are influential and deeply appreciated.  •   You can arrange a dynamic 
presentation or video link for your group, school, or work team.   
 •  Remember: “Everyone Can Be a Star” by committing — and trying our best — to practice all 
“Our Highest Common Ideals!”  • Furthermore,  “Many hands make light work,” and “Teamwork makes 
the dream work.”  So…help make our cheer for positive social values your good cheer, too: a growing 
reality to benefit the entire human race. 

• “ALL!…STAR!…ALLIANCE!…FOR ALL!!” • 
Print & sign name(s): ____________________________________________________________________________  
E-mail(s): _____________________________________________________________________________________   
Address:_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone(s): (____)_______________________(____)________________________ Volunteer interests? Circle: Y / N 
Specify occupational & special skills: _______________________________________________________________ 
Comments &/or ideas for outreach to schools, groups, businesses, benefit events, etc.: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

* You can review a set of the proposed public peace documents at our website: www.STARALLIANCE.org 
• Please supplement personal e-mails with a telephone alert to facilitate timely attention and reply. • 

• © 2010-2014 • STAR ALLIANCE™ • FOUNDATION FOR ALL™ • IRS number: 94-2975770 • 
• P.O. Box 11125 • Berkeley • California • 94712 • USA + 510-540-8887 • 
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