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PEACE IN ACTION WITHIN THE HUMAN HAND  

• BUILT-IN WISDOM AVAILABLE FOR ALL • 
 
  Why is the healthy human hand — taken as a whole and within itself — a  
“miniature peace society" — an outstanding example of peace in action; an excellent teaching 
and learning opportunity; a wonderful reminder of peace ideals for everyone?  Why is the hand, 
fingers splayed or inter-clasped in friendship, a great common symbol for peaceful community?  
 
  Because: the hand displays remarkable unity amidst the striking individuality 
and diversity of its fingers.   Nature successfully integrates the structures and functions of the 
“free” fingers so that each one remains firmly responsible to its own role — and to all its 
teammates through the medium of the whole!  
 
  Think about it.  The freedom of each finger is limited.  Its three bones are literally 
“tied” to their partners (and the total of some 30 bones in the whole hand) by strong ligaments 
and sheathing.  Each finger is deeply connected with the others, serving and benefitting from 
its teammates and their vital, common support system.  It enjoys integral relationship with 
all members and the rest of the body. The diverse fingers, deeply rooted in the whole hand, 
“Communicate, Cooperate, and Celebrate” in united creativity for common cause!  
 

  When we think about the hand in this way, it is a joy to behold — a very personal, 
graphic, visual example of harmonious social integration.   

 
Just look at the outstretched hand now.  The connection of each finger to the whole is by 

a very small area of cross-section, yet how strong are these bonds!  A young person can 
hang her entire body weight on them, for example.  You can see the fingers going out in 
different directions and enjoying their play of motion in creative freedom.  But they would never 
take freedom so far as to fly off alone!  Even if they could, they would soon die.  They never try 
to hurt each other, because they’d just be hurting themselves.  In a mature, highly 
conscious human society, no one would ever want to hurt anyone else.  We would all 
realize the depth and practicality of our invisible connections. The more each human being 
becomes aware of this relationship, takes care not to harm others, and helps fill the basic needs 
of others and the common good, the better for each one of us, and all of society. 

 
  Our hands illustrate the principle of “integration of opposite qualities for 

mutual gain.”   The same values that might in one way seem restrictive and opposed to 
freedom and innovation are precisely those that make freedom and innovation sustainable, 
namely: mutual responsibility in respect, good will, and integrity.  With all our “Highest 
Common Ideals”* enlivened (* Please see the STAR ALLIANCE Pledge and Declaration 
series.), all the parts of any good social unit can live, work, and play appropriately together.   

  
  Once we think about the natural give and take operating in our own hands, it’s 

easier to see and appreciate the same phenomenon operating at different levels all around us.  
The marvelous, balanced, peaceful interaction of parts to fulfill mutual needs while  
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empowering component members can be found in countless examples of things and 
communities that work in the natural and built worlds. 
   
Safe to say, we need more well-integrated, balanced diversity in complex human societies 
worldwide!  To achieve and enjoy the many benefits of balanced integration, people everywhere 
have to become more appreciative of this model.  We have to understand the principles 
involved in order to emulate Nature’s wisdom better.  Luckily, this is doable!   The hand 
provides a marvelous metaphor, example, and method of teaching, learning, and reflection. 
 

 In a big, modern anatomy book, it takes about twenty pages to illustrate the many layers 
and systems in the human hand.  Every single part is necessary.  But at the foundation of all 
those parts are the bones.  Just as the hand has about thirty bones at its foundation — we 
shouldn’t be surprised if human communities and their citizens need at least as many “Primary 
Peace Principles” to function smoothly.  To see our working list of such essential, axiomatic 
(i.e., basic; or “self-proving”) civic peace values: please read our latest proposed “Citizens’ 
Declaration of Highest Common Ideals: Primary Peace Principles.”  (Find this in the “All 
People’s Nesting Set” of peace documents posted at www.STARALLIANCE.org.)   

 
 With multiple threats facing global human society, it is in everyone’s best, urgent, and 

lasting interests to learn, commit to, and share “Good Will Civic Peace Principles” for all!  
Everyone needs to hold such ethics in common, and try his and her best to practice them all on 
a daily basis.  Of course this is an ongoing challenge: “The Challenge of Peace.”  It will be far 
easier to meet this challenge, however, the more people agree on basic principles first.  
Everyone owes it to him and her self to engage this quest in the interests of better 
meeting personal needs as well as collective survival.  Individually and all together, we must 
learn and practice the entire, definable set of complementary values that undergirds and 
supports friendly, creative social wellbeing and healthy environments for all. 

 
  The good news is that by learning a finite set of definable principles, we can each  

help one another to understand and reinforce the keen sense of responsibility and actions 
required for healthy societies from family to globe.  This includes groups, schools and other 
educational institutions, communities, corporations, governments, and whole populations.   
By all “pulling our weight” together, we can save our planet while enjoying it more! 

 
 As each citizen awakens to and applies the science and art of common civic values, 

we will all have an easier time of living secure, healthy, creative, and happier lives.  We can 
better meet the competing interests, demands, and desires that arise in our various spheres of 
influence.  We can enjoy more health, happiness, and mutual support.  If it ever was, the habit of 
widespread, harmonious good will and cooperation is no longer a luxury.  It is essential!   So 
let’s perceive our self-interests in coming together more quickly, more appropriately, and more 
effectively as a planetary society around common civic principles for peace!  We can empower 
one another and spare our children and future generations the devastating effects of further 
avoidable social dangers, crises, and disintegration. Inspired by the peaceful operation of our 
own hands — let's strive for individual goals and legitimate, fitting desires as we contribute to 
the common good — living and learning according to our “Highest Common Ideals!” 

 
• “Everyone Matters for Peace!” • And “Teamwork makes the Dream work!” •  

 
 

© 1993—2014-1-7 • STAR ALLIANCE • dba STAR ALLIANCE FOUNDATION FOR ALL • www.staralliance.org  
Office space, volunteer time, professional skills, & donations are all needed!  Please call: 510-540-8887  

or write Peter DuMont, President at STAR ALLIANCE • P.O. Box 11125 • Berkeley • California • 94712. 
[You can also e-mail PeterDuMont@STARALLIANCE.org. Please be aware that until we are  

funded and staffed, a phone call alert is required to guarantee attention & response!] 


