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413-569-6364

Fundraising:

Patti Wood

pattiperusse@yahoo.com
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Pastoral
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Church Office Hours: Monday thru Friday: 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM
Pastor’s Office Hours: Tuesday: 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM
Church Office Phone: 413-569-6362 Pastor’s Office Phone: 413-569-5630
Website:
www. southwickucc.org
Office e-mail: southwickucc@gmail.com
Facebook:
Southwick Congregational Church UCC
Staff: Interim Minister
Rev. Dr. Susanne U. Hayes
Choir Director/Organist
Roberta Kowal
Bell Choir Director
Patti P. Wood
Office Administrator
Lyn Casey
Custodian
Christopher R. Roberts
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MISSION STATEMENT
Southwick Congregational Church
is a faithful Christian presence in the
community of Southwick since 1773, and
we look to the future. We are a diverse and
loving congregation, joyfully serving, teaching,
and sharing with one another, according to
the gifts we have been given.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday Worship service at 10:00 AM
Thursdays Midweek Service at 6:30 PM
Ecumenical Service at The American Inn on the third
Tuesday of the month at 6:30 PM
OFFICE HOURS
Monday thru Friday: 9:00 AM~12:00 PM

REV. SUSANNE’S HOURS
Rev. Susanne’s Office Hours are Tuesdays from 10~12 PM

SPECIAL MEETINGS
All-Church Meeting:
Thursday, June 13 at 7 PM
Thursday, September 12 at 7 PM
Committee meetings will meet if determined to do so over
the summer.

COFFEE HOUR REFRESHMENT SCHEDULE
June, July, August—OPEN
September—Board of Deacons
Cover image:

Summer Rose Drawing by S.D. Battalta found on Google Images.
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Reverend’s Reverie
It is hard to believe that on April 2nd I began
my second year as your interim pastor! For me,
this past year has simply flown by, and has
been totally amazing and rewarding!
It seems that as each day passes by, we, as a
church, become more and more comfortable
with each other and with our faith, and more
and more open to our reliance on God, both in our living and
in our doing. And as I work with you, I see a faithful group of
worshippers working together in harmony, as each challenge
and joy presents itself.

Our continual pursuit of God's grace and mercy
reminds me of a scripture lesson from Paul’s letter to the
church at Rome. He writes, “I am convinced that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from
the love of God, in Christ Jesus, our Lord (8.38-39).”
We are so blessed that God loves us that much, so
much so that it is impossible to describe God’s love in simple
words. And we know that nothing, no nothing, can ever
separate us from that inexpressible love.
The love that God has for us provides us with so many
blessings, both personally and as the Church. We can see the
wonderful outcomes of God's love merely by looking at our
own church family, as we love God and as God loves us. What
we see happening and what cannot help but happen each
time we gather together, is that we, as part of the body of
Christ, grow stronger and more intimately entwined.
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We learn more about each other as human beings, as
we become closer as friends and as fellow Christians. We
become soldiers of Christ, marching together, ever forward,
setting our spirits and our substances toward a life of spiritual
growth.
I am really pleased to be your interim pastor, and feel so
blessed that God's providence brought us together. We share
our joys and our concerns as a close knit family, ready to
embrace one another in exultation or in tears. For as God
watches over us, so too we watch over one another. For that is
what being a church is all about.
While this interim time does have an end to it, I will
cherish the time that I will spend with you until that day
arrives. I pray that your Search Committee continues striving
toward their goal of finding a new settled pastor who will best
fit your personality as individuals and as a church. Please
know that they are working very hard, and you can be assured
that they will make the best decision for
Southwick Congregational Church.
But until then I am here, loving you all,
caring for you all, and hoping to help prepare
you for an amazing new pastor and future to
come!
Rev. Susanne
Remember, you can read the weekly sermon on our website:
www.southwickucc.org on the page: “From the Pastor”

PASTORAL CARE:
Your joys and concerns are of the utmost importance
to our community of faith, and pastoral care is offered
for any and all personal and spiritual situations that
might arise in one’s life. Please call the church office
at 413-569-6362 or email southwickucc@gmail.com if you would
like to contact our pastor.
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PUTNAMS SHARE “GIFT OF BREAD”
Our church wants to thank members Jim and Terry Putnam
for organizing a bread sale, the profits from which have
been sent as a contribution to the Seventh District Baptist
Association in Lafayette, Louisiana, to help rebuild the recently destroyed African-American churches that were set on fire
by arson.
Remember, bread is the symbol of
the supreme gift from God to humankind, that being eternal life, the
body of Christ in the Eucharist:
“Take this and eat, for this is my
body.” So how appropriate it is to
help our neighbor through the gift
of the Bread of Life.

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE
New Hours:
Monday thru Friday: 9:00 AM—12:00 PM
The church office hours are going back similar to what they
used to be!
Lyn will be in the office to answer phones and speak with
church members if any help is needed with fundraisers,
flyers, Gold Dome articles, bulletin announcements, etc. She
will be available to accept keys that need to be returned,
pledges that are paid in person, updates to addresses or phone
numbers, and to share in the joys and sorrows of your days.
You may see her car here at other times. That is when she is
doing the super, secret secretarial work that must be done for
the church to function smoothly. She apologizes for any
inconvenience this may cause
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COMING EVENTS
June 2 ~ Crop Hunger Walk
June 8 ~ C.E. Used Book Sale
June 9 ~ Music Sunday / Pentecost
June 15 ~ Strawberry Supper
June 22 ~ Church Clean-Up Day
June 22 ~ Fun-Filled Painting Afternoon
July 27 ~ LobsterFest Take Out
July 29 ~ Missions @ Westfield Soup Kitchen
August 24 ~ Clothing Drive
September 14 ~ Community Day / Vendor Fair
October 20~ Laity Sunday Service
October 20 ~ Dan Kane Singers Concert
November ~ Music Committee Calendar Raffle
November 9 ~ Turkey Dinner
December 7 ~ Holly Bazaar
December 14 ~ Christmas Cookie Sale

“Laity” is defined as “lay people, as
distinct from the clergy.”
October 20, 2019, will be our Laity
Sunday Worship Service! This day
gives those in the congregation an
opportunity to lead the entire
service of worship!
Last October, our lay members did a fantastic job of creating
a meaningful and spiritual worship time for all of us. Our
preacher was Eric Nitsch, who delivered a fantastic sermon
called "Life is a Song."
We are looking for the congregation to help with the
service. Is there anyone out there who would like to do a
sermon or read scripture? Every part of the service will done
by the congregation—YOU!
Please let a deacon know.

HAPPY JUNE BIRTHDAY
OUR NEW DEFIBRILLATOR
We are very thankful to Mark and
Cathy Aitken, who donated a generous gift to our church which allowed
us to purchase and install an automated external defibrillator (AED).
The gift was given in memory of
Mark’s mother, Donna Aitken.
Mark and Cathy were members of our
church at one time, and now reside in
Parkton, Maryland.

Marion Vecchio

June 2

Nathan Wilson

June 3

Phyliss Martin
Christopher Robin
Craig Perras
Mike Pitoniak

June 3
June 3
June 10
June 18

Molly McLaughlin

June 18

If we’ve missed a birthday, please let the church office know!
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NEWS FROM OUR NEIGHBORS


Melanie Nitsch lost her mother, Aileen Hanson, on May 7.
She thanks everyone for your prayers and for thinking of
her and Eric and her family during this time.



“Thank you to all for the prayers and thoughts sent to
me as my family here traveled to St Louis, Mo for my
brother Paul's funeral services.
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2019 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES!
Congratulations to three of our church members on
their High School Graduation, Class of 2019!

We had safe travels, spent 3 days crying, then laughing,
and then back to crying......
As Paul was a new minister, we had the opportunity to
meet the majority of his congregation....he was well
loved !!!

Maria Lempke will be attending Holyoke Community
College. Maria is the daughter of Rob and Elaina Lempke.

The service was also very beautiful, as there were many
clergy there that had known him in seminary, etc.
Love, Patti Wood”

Congratulations to our son on his
graduation from New York University!
We are proud to announce Joseph Remo
Sullivan will attend law school in August.
~Joe and Donna Sullivan

Daisy troop 65047 would like to thank the Southwick Congregational Church for allowing us to use your lower room for the
past seven months to hold our meetings. The girls used it as
a home base, arts and crafts room, and we also played
games there. We tried to leave the space as neat and clean
as we found it. Your kindnesses can never be repaid.
Blessing to you all!
Carol Ritter, Troop Leader

Molly McLaughlin will be attending Western New
England University. Molly is the daughter of Michael
McLaughlin and Dana DeCillis.

Cece Winiarski will be attending Salem State University.
Cece is the daughter of Michael and Samantha Winiarski.
We are very proud of our graduates and wish all of these
young women Godspeed as they enter an exciting and
adventuresome new chapter in their lives!
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CHILDREN’S APPRECIATION SUNDAY!
On Sunday May 26th, our Christian Education Committee
guided our children in a fantastic presentation of what the
children learned in Sunday School this year.
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Scenes 3 and 4: The Egyptian Pharaoh’s daughter found the
baby Moses and raised him. As a man, Moses heard God speak
through the burning bush and was directed to save the
Israelites from Egyptian rule.

Scene 1: The story of Adam and Eve and how temptation by
Satan caused God to banish them from the Garden of Eden.

With God’s guidance, Moses led the Israelites to freedom by
parting the Red Sea. They escaped into the wilderness, where
Moses received the Ten Commandments.

Scene 2: The story of Noah’s Ark and of how God, through the
sign of a rainbow, promised to never flood the earth again.

The Israelites tried living by the Ten Commandments until God
sent us help many years later, when our Savior was born.
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The Historical Southwick Congregational Church

invites you to our

Stewardship News

Annual Strawberry
Supper
488 College Hwy, Southwick, MA 01077

Saturday, June 15, 2019

6:00 PM
Ham

Baked Beans Coleslaw Potato Salad

Beverage

Strawberry Shortcake & Real Whipped Cream

Adults: $14 Children (6-12): $7 (under 6): Free
For reservations or to sign up to help, please call

Call ~ (413) 569-6362
Public is Welcome ~ Take out is Available

Coming July 27th
3rd Annual LobsterFest Take-out

Sit anywhere in our beautiful sanctuary and look around.
One cannot help but think of the generations who have
gathered and worshipped here over the past centuries. Our
predecessors faced hurdles, settled differences and forged
ahead. We have endured not because we have remained the
same, but because of our ability to refresh and deal with
change. We are parishioners and friends who commit to
giving generously so that we can continue to gather and
worship together in the spirit of Christian service.
Ring the Bell! Our faithful Stewards have contributed just
over $50K through mid-May. Absent any significant unexpected expenses, current projections show a year-end budget
ending in the black.

Our Southwick UCC Church roster currently lists 125
active members. As part of the Hampden association within
the UCC Conference, our church incurs annual association
dues of $20 per member or a total of $2500. Twenty-five
active members have submitted their individual dues for
2019, leaving our budget with a current outstanding obligation of $2000.
~Virgil

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE!
In case you didn’t know it, we have a Facebook page called

Southwick Congregational Church!

Please check it out, “like” us, and follow us!!!
Keep track of what our very busy church is doing!
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All-Church Meeting Minutes Continued

All-Church Meeting Minutes

May 9, 2019
The meeting was called to order by Moderator pro-temp Jim
Putnam at 8:05 p.m. Rev. Susanne offered an opening prayer. The
Moderator made a motion to accept the Minutes of the April AllChurch Committee Meeting which was seconded and passed unanimously.
Minister’s Report
Rev. Susanne informed the meeting we have two high school graduates this year.
Treasurer
Ted Orson stated we are running very close to budget. Our expenses
vs. our income are within $1,000 which is satisfactory. The Moderator made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report which was seconded and approved unanimously.
Pastoral Relations
Bob Franzen reported the committee is still working on the church
profile. They will be asking church members (outside of the search
committee) for their help in the coming months.
Deacons
Patty Banasik reported 4 members present. The group reviewed for
the Active Threat Seminar to be held on 5/11/19 from 9 am – 12
noon. The Deacons will be working on the new proposals after the
seminar. The shut-in plants for next Christmas time will be announced earlier than in the past with the hopes that they will get
delivered to shut-ins in a timelier manner. Laity Sunday will be held
this year on 10/20/19. They had questions about the Upper Room
Magazine and Melanie from Finance Committee will speak with Lyn
in the church office about the church’s subscription.

Buildings and Grounds
Craig Perras reported 3 present. The toilets have been repaired & the
building’s siding has been replaced. The spring clean-up is tentatively scheduled for 6/22/19 and the Paint Night fundraiser may
also possibly be on 6/22/19. The AED defibrillator has now been
installed on the wall in the hallway behind the church altar.

Music
Joe Sullivan reported 4 present. The calendar raffle fundraiser will
be held in November. The group discussed summer music and is
working on the schedule. Their committee’s Community Days
Raffle basket is in the works. The sanctuary piano’s damp chaser
has been installed and how it works was demonstrated to the
committee. They are working on organizing Music Sunday to be
held on 6/9/19.
Memorial Gifts
Karen Brzezinski reported a CD that had matured was partially
rolled over and partially kept as available funds.
Finance
Melanie Nitsch reported 6 present. Lyn, our office manager,
provided the committee with requested days off in June and July.
Lyn will be away June 10-11 and June 26-July 1. The AED bill was
paid through Memorial Gifts funds. Future decisions will be made
about quality paper towel purchases after speaking with Lyn.
Mission-Outreach
Donna Sullivan reported 4 present. They had a presentation from 2
representatives from the PinkWay, the organization/charity that
the proceeds from the Dan Kane Singers Concert in October will
support. The representatives gave Missions some background information on their organization. Missions also provided refreshments
this evening for All-Church groups.
Flower
Roxanne Cook reminded everyone about Christian Ed’s cash & carry Mother’s Day Plant Sale on 5/12/19.
Christian Education, Library, Fundraising, Nominating
No reports.
NEW BUSINESS
None.
Seeing no need for the Executive Board to meet, a motion was made
to adjourn at 8:40 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Melanie Nitsch, Clerk
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From the Library

WHO USES OUR CHURCH?

Submitted by Joyce Arnold

Dear Southwick Congregational Church,
The members of Overeaters Anonymous would like to
thank you personally for allowing us to hold OA meetings at
your church. Many of us are being given the gift of recovery
from the disease of compulsive eating through the practice of
the Twelve Steps as adapted from Alcoholics Anonymous. OA
helps us realize that compulsive eating and compulsive food
behaviors are addictive diseases. In the caring Fellowship of
OA, we are given hope that one day at a time, with a Higher
Power’s help, we can live in recovery.
Everyone is welcome to come to an OA meeting who
thinks he or she has a problem with food and/or food behaviors. Ours is not a religious program, rather it is a spiritual
one. OA offers hope and support to all who suffer from the
disease of compulsive eating. We offer physical, emotional,
and spiritual healing from this three-fold disease through the
practice of the 12 Steps and by the loving acceptance and
support of the Fellowship.

Reflections of Love
~Alice Joyce Davidson

Fathers
Fathers are for talking with,
For words that guide and cheer,
Fathers are for walking with,

For always being near,
Fathers are for caring,
For being strong, yet gentle,
Fathers are for sharing
When you’re feeling sentimental,

No weigh-ins. No Fees: we are self-supporting and pass
the basket to pay our rent and other expenses.

Fathers are for standing by

There are two meetings
here: Friday at 6:00 PM and
Sunday at 3:30 PM.

Fathers are for giving faith

Please visit www.oawmass.org or www.oa.org for more information
Reprinted with permission from Lifeline Magazine

Through every kind of strength—
That lights your way through life!

For I know him, that he will command his
children and his household after him, and
they shall keep the way of the Lord…
~Genesis 18:19

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

Henrietta’s 9-12

2

3

Communion Service Office Open 9-12
CROP Hunger Walk Music Together 10

Beyond Goals 6:30
Guitar Class 7PM

No OA meeting

9

Pentecost
Music Sunday
OA 3:30

4

Fair Share Co-op

5

Office Open 9-12
9

Office Open 9-12
Scrabble 1-4
Rev Susanne 10-12 Cub Scouts 6:30
Bell Choir 6:30
Boy Scouts 6:30

Voice Choir 7

10

11

12

Beyond Goals 6:30
Guitar Class 7PM

Boy Scouts 6:30

Scrabble 1-4
Cub Scouts 6:30

Office Open 9-12

Office Open 9-12
Office Open 9-12
9
Rev Susanne 10-12 Music Together 10

Lyn away at the “church secretary’s” retreat

16

Fathers’ Day

Worship Service
OA 3:30

23

Worship Service
OA 3:30

30

Worship Service
OA 3:30

17

Office Open 9-12
Music Together 10
Beyond Goals 6:30
Guitar Class 7PM

18

19

Office Open 9-12
Office Open 9-12
9
Rev Susanne 10-12 Scrabble 1-4
American Inn 6:30 Cub Scouts 6:30
Boy Scouts 6:30

24

25

26

Beyond Goals 6:30
Guitar Class 7 PM

Boy Scouts 6:30

Cub Scouts 6:30

Office Open 9-12

Office Open 9-12
Office Open 9-12
9
Rev Susanne 10-12 Scrabble 1-4

6

Office Open 9-12
Midweek

Service 6:30PM
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7

Office Open 9-12
Writing Group 12:30-2
OA Meeting 6:00
AA Meeting 7:30

14

Office Open 9-12
Office Open 9-12
Henrietta’s 9-12
Midweek
Service 6:30PM Writing Group 12:30-2
All-Church 7 PM OA Meeting 6:00
AA Meeting 7:30
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Office Open 9-12
Midweek
Service 6:30PM

27

Office Open 9-12
Midweek
Service 6:30PM

21

Summer Begins

Office Open 9-12
Henrietta’s 9-12
OA Meeting 6:00
AA Meeting 7:30

28

Office Open 9-12

8
C.E. Book Sale
Henrietta’s 9-12

15

Henrietta’s 9-12

Strawberry
Supper!

22
B&G Clean Up
Day

Family Fun Paint

29

Henrietta’s 9-12

Henrietta’s 9-12
OA Meeting 6:00
AA Meeting 7:30

The missions committee will be collecting the following items for the Southwick Food Pantry from now through the
end of summer for the children’ss lunch program. The box will be located in the sanctuary.
- Chef Boyardee Spaghetti O's, cans or microwave cups; - Microwave Mac & cheese cups; - Rice-A-Roni cups

