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Church Office Hours: Monday, Wed, Thursday: 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Tuesday: 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM; Friday:
8:30 AM to 12:00 PM
Pastor’s Office Hours: Tuesday: 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM
Church Office Phone: 413-569-6362 Pastor’s Office Phone: 413-569-5630
Website:
www. southwickucc.org
Office e-mail: southwickucc@gmail.com
Facebook:
Southwick Congregational Church UCC
Staff: Interim Minister
Rev. Dr. Susanne U. Hayes
Choir Director/Organist
Roberta Kowal
Bell Choir Director
Patti P. Wood
Office Administrator
Lyn Casey
Custodian
Christopher R. Roberts
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MISSION STATEMENT
Southwick Congregational Church
is a faithful Christian presence in the
community of Southwick since 1773, and
we look to the future. We are a diverse and
loving congregation, joyfully serving, teaching,
and sharing with one another, according to
the gifts we have been given.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday Worship service at 10 AM
Thursdays Midweek Service at 6:30 PM
Ecumenical Service at The American Inn on the third
Tuesday of the month at 6:30 PM
OFFICE HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday from 9:00 AM~1:00 PM
Tuesday from 11:00 AM~2:00 PM
Friday from 8:30 AM~12:00 PM

REV. SUSANNE’S HOURS
Rev. Susanne’s Office Hours are Tuesdays from 10~12 PM

SPECIAL MEETINGS
All-Church Meeting: Monday, April 8, 7 PM
Thursday, May 9, 7 PM

COFFEE HOUR REFRESHMENT SCHEDULE
April—Finance Committee
May—Mission / Outreach
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Reverend’s Reverie
It is the season of Lent, the holiest
season of the Christian year, and
the season in which we are
reminded of our own mortality,
as we pause and reflect upon our
lives.
We, of course, began the season of Lent on Ash
Wednesday, with an evening service of worship, and the
distribution of ashes. Ashes are a tangible symbol of what Lent
is all about. The ashes we use come from the burned palms
from our previous year’s Palm Sunday service, and are used to
mark our foreheads, as a symbol of sorrow and repentance,
but also as a symbol of the victory and triumph of the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ, which is to come on Easter
Sunday!
To help understand the meaning of the ashes, we look
to Genesis 3.19, which says, “Remember that you are dust and
to dust you shall return.” This phrase comes from God’s
response to Adam, as God reminds Adam of the effects of sin
and of humanity’s dependence on God. Adam and Eve turned
away from God when they ate from the tree of knowledge. So
when we mark our foreheads with ashes at the beginning of
Lent, we are saying to God that we desire to change, and that
we are turning ourselves back to God and to God’s desires for
us.
During these forty days that we call Lent, the Lord Jesus
Christ Himself invites us to walk with Him on the Way to His
Cross. Our simple but solemn Ash Wednesday service is an
invitation each year to all who have the spiritual eyes to see its
opportunity, and open hearts to receive its invitation. Like all
gifts, it is up to us to accept it and open its potential through
our response, and through our free choice to follow Christ’s
way.
As an aside, it is interesting to note that Lent is actually
longer than forty days. There are actually 46 days between

4

Ash Wednesday and Easter, but we do not count the Sundays
in Lent as part of Lent. Here is the reason. Because Sundays are
always the celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus, they are
automatically considered days of joy, as we celebrate Christ’s
Resurrection, and, therefore, cannot be considered days of
repentance, as are all of the other days during Lent.
Interesting.
Back to Ash Wednesday. As I was distributing the ashes
during our Ash Wednesday worship service, I was hit with
some profundity. At 73 years of age, I had never in my life
received ashes, for it was never a part of the tradition of any
church I have attended or served.
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THE SEASON OF LENT
AND THE DRAPING OF THE CROSS
Our cross was draped on Ash Wednesday, and will remain
draped until Holy Saturday. The draping of the cross is a
tradition that reminds us of our need for repentance,
self-reflection, and preparation for Christ’s Resurrection,
during this most Holy Christian Season.

As the people in the congregation approached me to
receive the cross of ashes on their foreheads, I was struck by
their faces, and by the significance of what was happening to
them. Each time I stroked a cross on a forehead, I became more
and more excited about what I was doing to help remind
people of the fact that we are all less than God wants of us, and
we are turning ourselves over to God in prayer and repentance
during this Lenten season.
The last person to whom I gave ashes was Patty Banasik,
the Chairperson of our Deacons, and the person who was
assisting me in the distribution. And as I did so, I saw the joy
she felt as she received those ashes. I then simply had to say to
Patty, “Will you do me now?” And she put a cross of ashes on
my forehead. And for the first time in my life, I had a better
understanding of what the ashes of Ash Wednesday are all
about.
So during this most holy season, let us
rid ourselves of every burden and sin that
clings to us, and persevere in running the
race that lies before us, while keeping our
eyes fixed on Jesus, the leader and the
perfector of our faith.
Rev. Susanne
Remember, you can read the weekly sermon on our website:
www.southwickucc.org on the page: “From the Pastor”

PASTORAL CARE:
Your joys and concerns are of the utmost importance
to our community of faith, and pastoral care is offered
for any and all personal and spiritual situations that
might arise in one’s life. Please call the church office
at 413-569-6362 or email southwickucc@gmail.com if you would
like to contact our pastor.
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Easter
Flowers
If you would like to have an Easter Plant placed in the
Church for the Easter Service, please fill in the order
form below and return it to the church office by
Friday, April 12, 2019. Plant prices are as follows:

Tulips, Daffodils & Hyacinths - $10
Lilies ~ $11
Hydrangeas - $25
Name: ___________________________________________
Email: ___________________________________________
In loving memory of________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
Kind of Flower(s)___________________________________
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COMING EVENTS
April 6 ~ Police Pasta Dinner (all invited)
April 8 ~ All-Church Meeting
April 14 ~ Palm Sunday & Parade of Palms
April 14 ~ Easter Egg Hunt (Christian Ed.)
April 18 ~ Maundy Thursday Evening Service
April 21 ~ Easter Sunday (5:45 & 10 AM)

April 25 ~ Historical Society Dinner (Closed)
April 27 ~ B&G Paint Night Fundraiser
May 12 ~ Christian Education (C.E.) Plant Sale
May 18 ~ Spring Church (tentative) Clean-Up Day
June 8 ~ C.E. Used Book Sale
June 15 ~ Strawberry Supper
June 16 ~ C.E. Fathers’ Day BBQ
July 29 ~ Missions @ Soup Kitchen
August 24 ~ Clothing Drive
September 14 ~ Community Day
October 20 ~ Dan Kane Singers Concert
November 9 ~ Turkey Dinner
December 7 ~ Holly Bazaar
December 14 ~ Christmas Cookie Sale

_________________________________________________
Amount $_________________________________________
If you prefer to purchase your own flowers, check below
and use this form for your memorial information. It must
be in the church office by Friday, April 12, 2019 to appear
in the bulletin. Also, if you bring your own flowers, please
have them in the sanctuary by Friday, April 19, 2018.
( ) I prefer to purchase my own flowers.

These are all the events
of which the office is
aware - please notify the
office if you are planning
an event, thank you.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION POT LUCK SUPPER!
On Saturday March 23, 2019, our Christian Education
Committee sponsored a pot luck supper and game night! The
fellowship was wonderful, the food was delicious, and the
games were lots of fun! Thanks to CE for all that they do for
our children and our church!
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Book Sale - Christian Ed is collecting gently used books for a
book sale on Saturday, June 8th. Donation Bins will be placed
around the church starting in April. We are looking for any
and all ages and genres, but would like to focus on young
adult and children's books.
Proceeds will be put towards the
North Pole Express youth trip this
winter. Please pass this along to
family and friends too! If you have
any questions, please contact Kristy
Johnston at (413) 977-8314
or ezri2006@gmail.com.
Website/Social media assistance Christian Ed is looking for a volunteer to help us keep our
web page and social media announcements current. Please
contact Kristy Johnston at (413) 977-8314
or ezri2006@gmail.com if you are interested. Thank you!

THE PENNY WAR OF THE COMMITTEES!
James Perras and Brady DeCillis are stuffing money into the
collection jars for the Penny War of the Committees, a
fundraiser to help raise money for the Christmas Polar
Express! Sponsored by the Christian Education Committee,
the winning committee wins a pizza dinner and the losing
committee will be doing something silly that you simply
cannot miss!!
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WHO USES OUR CHURCH?

THE SACRAMENT OF CHRISTIAN BAPTISM
We welcomed Cole Michael Perras into the Church
Universal during his baptism on Sunday March 10, 2019.
Cole was born on October 11, 2018, and is the son of Craig
and Brittany Perras. He has a brother James and a sister
McKenna. Cole seemed to enjoy the entire service of
baptism, as he paid great attention to everything that was
happening to him and around him!

Join a social senior group who
enjoy getting together to
challenge each other and share
stories and laughter every
Wednesday from 1:00 - 4:00 PM
New Group on Wednesdays in Old Fellowship Hall meets from 1:00 to 4:00 PM

Beyond

New Group on Mondays in Dickinson Room @ 6:30 PM

Goals

Remember to think everyday:

Group

Where you started
Where you are
Where you want to be





We are a support group for people struggling
with Depression, Anxiety, Bipolar disorder, and
any other mental health problems. Even if you
are just having a bad time at his point in your
life, we encourage you to come to a meeting. All
are welcome. We are judgment free and
completely confidential.
If you or a loved one are interested, please come
to a meeting.
Don’t Give up,
Mondays at Southwick Congregational Church
Don’t ever give up! 6:30 PM

Southwick Police Pasta Dinner
April 6, 2019
4-7:00 PM
$10 adults $7 Children and Seniors
At Southwick Congregational Church
Pasta, meatballs, salad, bread, dessert
Benefits Southwick High School National Honor Society

14

15

HAPPY APRIL BIRTHDAY
Emily Pitoniak

April 2

Michael Hayes

April 9

Melissa Day

April 11

Wyatt Baker

April 12

Melanie Nitsch

April 15

Barbara Day

April 20

Dennis Day Jr

April 22

Selwyn Williams

April 26

Andrea Warriner

April 27

Betty West

April 29

Michael Stevens

If we’ve missed a birthday, please let the church office know!

FROM THE LIBRARY
The Church Library has recently received a beautiful set
of cassettes titled the “New International Version of the
Bible.” The set is a dramatic, fully orchestrated, and multi
-voiced presentation with sound effects.
Cassette operating instructions are included.
This series would be ideal for those who are unable to
read any longer.
If you are interested in listening to the
series, please call Church Office or
Joyce Arnold.

Stewardship News
The voice of a Church Bell has long called the faithful to
worship. Listen and you will hear our Church Bell ringing as
we gather each Sunday. Ascend the rickety stairs leading to
the belfry and you will find three inscriptions cast into this
bell, “Doolittle, Hartford and MDCCCXL (1840).”

This Bell joined our church before Abraham Lincoln
announced the Emancipation Proclamation; before Women’s
Suffrage was a rallying call; before gold was discovered in
California; and, before the Oregon Trail opened the West. It is
you, the good stewards of this church, that we depend upon
to keep our bell ringing.
For 2019, Sixty-six stewards have pledged a total of
$86,530. Through mid-March, $29,740 of this total pledge
has been received. Also note that 2019 UCC Association Dues
of $20 have been received from 19 members.
~Virgil
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All-Church Meeting Minutes
March 14, 2019
The meeting was called to order by Moderator Jim Putnam at
8:15 p.m. Flo Pitoniak offered an opening prayer. The group was
asked to remember the late Herbert Pace, victims of the Ethiopian
plane crash, and Patti Wood’s husband Harry during his hospitalization. The Moderator asked for a motion to accept the Minutes of
the January 2019 All-Church Committee Meeting which was
seconded and passed unanimously. Jim mentioned that he and his
wife are offering a virtual bake sale for Irish Soda Bread with
pre-orders being taken. The proceeds will be donated to the youth
group fundraising efforts and possibly to a future electronic security system for the church.
Jim requested to have the April All-Church meeting date changed
as there will be a funeral reception at the church that evening from
4-8 pm. The group decided on Monday, April 8th at 7 pm.
Minister’s Report: No report as Rev. Susanne is on vacation.
Treasurer: No report.
Search: Bob Franzen reported they are continuing to work on the
Church Profile. The group would like to do another church survey
in the near future.
Deacons: Patty Banasik reported 4 members present. She has been
elected chair of the Deacons for the coming year. They reviewed
the prayer list for the Sunday bulletins. Palms and Easter flowers
have been ordered for the church and shut-ins. Flo Pitoniak will be
doing the Easter Sunrise Service at 5:45 am on 4/21/19. Maundy
Thursday Service readers are needed. Please see a deacon to volunteer. They are still working on scheduling the Advanced Tactics
program. They reviewed Rev. Susanne’s vacation schedule. Patty is
working on the database with Lyn in the church office regarding
active and inactive members.

Christian Education: Kristy Johnson reported the group met on
3/10/19 with 3 members present. They are planning a Family Pot
Luck Dinner on 3/23/19 with lots of family fun. The PennyWars
Battle of the Committees is ongoing. The members of the losing
committee will be asked to wear bunny ears and glasses before
church and during coffee hour to be respectful of the church
service. They are planning to have the children walk through
church with palm branches on Palm Sunday. Mother’s Day Plant
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All-Church Meeting Minutes Continued

sale will have pre-orders this year – to be ordered by 4/14/19 and
picked up on Mother’s Day. They are planning a June book sale on
6/8/19 and are looking for used donated books. On Father’s Day,
6/16/19, Christian Ed will host a BBQ. In August, they will have
an Alex’s Lemonade Stand as a fundraiser for childhood cancer.
They will be selling “train tickets” at $25 each to raise money for
their Polar Express youth trip. Donors’ tickets will be posted on the
wall to show their fundraising progress.
Mission-Outreach: Donna Sullivan reported 3 members present.
The Dane Kane Singers are willing to do an inspirational concert
(possibly on 10/20/19) as a fundraiser for a cause TBD. The group
is brainstorming on mission outreach ideas. They discussed putting
up a Missions Calendar so the church is aware of what they are
working on. Hams will be donated to the Southwick Food Pantry for
Easter.

Music: Joe Sullivan reported 5 members present. Joe will remain as
chair of the committee and Joyce Paggen will remain as the liaison
with the church office. Future budget increases were discussed. The
new piano damp chaser will be installed 5/6/19 and then the
piano will be tuned. They discussed bell expenses for the year. They
plan to discuss funeral and soloist fees with Roberta in the near
future.
Buildings and Grounds: Craig Perras reported 2 members present.
Mike Pitoniak will co-chair the committee with Craig. The sign in
front of the church is completed. Door hangers on the front doors
of the church have been replaced by Mike and he repaired the broken piano bench. Future projects: the ladies’ room toilet, repair of
the siding on the building, the front walk-way railing to be extended, and checking on a locking mechanism for the front door. Cell
tower update: The legal verbiage on the initial contract has been
completed & will soon be sent to committee chairs for questions and
approvals. The spring clean-up date is 5/18/19. Craig is thinking
about fundraising for the higher budget for the new custodian’s
position – possibly a paint night.
Finance: Melanie Nitsch reported 7 members present. Melanie will
remain as chairperson. Melanie completed an annual performance
evaluation with our office administrator. Lyn is looking for a volunteer to learn how to work the church office’s computer and the
printer in case she is out. A list will be developed for Lyn regarding
who to contact when questions/inquiries arise in the church office.
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All-Church Meeting Minutes

Continued

A basic audit of the church books will be completed in the near
future by Martha Johnson. The committee had discussions on the
rent for the parsonage and will re-visit this next month. Craig
Perras agreed to do a market analysis of rent prices for similar
properties in the area. The office administrator will be attending a
Secretaries Conference at Craigville, MA on June 10 & 11.
Memorial Gifts: Karen Brzezinski had nothing new to report.
Library, Fundraising, Nominating, Pastoral Relations, Flower:
No reports.
Old/New Business
The Gold Dome is available each month on the church website,
www.southwickucc.org, for those who want to access it
electronically.
Contact Lyn in the church office if you would like a copy of the
Church Directory emailed to you.
Jim Putnam talked about several new groups wishing to use the
church building. The consensus of the group was in general
we like to see these groups have access to our building but
they need to take responsibility with turning off the heat.
Input received is that the new custodian is doing a great job.
The AED defibrillator through a Memorial Gifts donation from
the Aitken family has been ordered and is due to arrive
soon.
A motion was made, seconded and passed to call the All-Church
Meeting and the Executive Committee Meeting as one and the same
this evening. A motion was made to adjourn at 9:18 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Melanie Nitsch, Clerk

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE!
In case you didn’t know it, we have a Facebook page called

Southwick Congregational Church!

Please check it out, “like” us, and follow us!!!
Keep track of what our very busy church is doing!
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END NOTES
Forsythias
Poetry by Mary T. Hoffman
There’s a poem about daffodils,
and poems about seas,
words praising sunsets
and, of course, the trees.
But what about forsythias?
Don’t they deserve some praise?
What’s spring without this yellow flower
for us on which to gaze?
Forsythia, forsythia,
you harbinger of spring,
like daffodils, you touch my heart,
you cause my soul to sing.

Sun

Mon

Communion Service
Sunday School
OA 3:30

14

Palm Sunday

Worship Service
Sunday School
Easter Egg Hunt

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

6

8

9

10

11

12

13

16

17

18

24 Secretary’s
Secretary Day

25

Office Open 9-1

All-Church
Meeting
7 PM

15

Office Open 9-1
Daisy Troop 6:00
Beyond Goals

Rev Susanne 10-12
Office Open 11-2
Bell Choir 6:30
Boy Scouts 6:30
Rev Susanne 10-12
Office Open 11-2
Fair Share Co-op
Bell Choir 6:30
Boy Scouts 6:30
Rev Susanne 10-12
Office Open 11-2
Bell Choir 6:30
American Inn 6:30
Boy Scouts 6:30

22Gold Dome Due 23

5:45 Sunrise Service Office Open 9-1
10 AM Flowering
Daisy Troop 6:00
of Cross
Beyond Goals
OA 3:30

Rev Susanne 10-12
Office Open 11-2
Bell Choir 6:30
Boy Scouts 6:30

28

30

Worship Service
Sunday School
OA 3:30

Thu

2

OA 3:30

21 EASTER

Wed

1

Office Open 9-1
Music Together 10
Daisy Troop 6:00
Beyond Goals

7

Tue

29

Office Open 9-1
Music Together 10
Daisy Troop 6:00
Beyond Goals

Rev Susanne 10-12
Office Open 11-2
Bell Choir 6:30
Boy Scouts 6:30

Office Open 9-1
9
Scrabble 1-4
1
Cub Scouts 6:30
Voice Choir 7
Office Open 9-1
9
Scrabble 1-4
1
Cub Scouts 6:30
Voice Choir 7

Office Open 9-1
9
Scrabble 1-4
1
Cub Scouts 6:30
Voice Choir 7

Office Open 9-1
9
Scrabble 1-4
1
Cub Scouts 6:30
Voice Choir 7

Office Open 9-1
Midweek
Service 6:30PM

Office Open 9-1
Pace Reception4-8
Midweek
Service 6:30PM
Maundy Thur

Office Open 9-1
Maundy Thurs
Service 8PM

Office Open 9-1

Office Open 8:30-12
Henrietta’s 9-12
OA Meeting 6:00
AA Meeting 7:30
Office Open 8:30-12
Henrietta’s 9-12
OA Meeting 6:00
AA Meeting 7:30
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Good Friday

Office Closed
Henrietta’s 9-12
OA Meeting 6:00
AA Meeting 7:30

26

Office Open 8:30-12

Historical Society Dinner Henrietta’s 9-12

Midweek
Service 6:30PM

OA Meeting 6:00
AA Meeting 7:30

Henrietta’s 9-12
Police Pasta
Dinner

Henrietta’s 9-12
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Henrietta’s 9-12

27

Henrietta’s 9-12
B&G Paint Night
Fundraiser

