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MISSION STATEMENT
Southwick Congregational Church
is a faithful Christian presence in the
community of Southwick since 1773, and
we look to the future. We are a diverse and
loving congregation, joyfully serving, teaching,
and sharing with one another, according to the
gifts we have been given.

Worship Schedule
Sunday Worship service at 10 AM
Thursdays Midweek Service at 6:30 PM
Ecumenical Service at The American Inn on the third
Tuesday of the month at 6:30 PM
NEW Office Hours beginning January 2
Monday & Wednesday from 9~1 PM
Tuesday & Thursday from 11:00 AM~2:00 PM &
Friday from 8:30 AM~12:00 PM

Rev. Susanne’s Hours
Rev. Susanne’s Hours are Tuesday & Thursday 10~12 PM

Special Meetings
All-Church Meeting: Thursday January 10, 7 PM
Annual Meeting: Sunday, February 10, 11:30 AM
after coffee hour
Coffee Hour Refreshment Schedule
January, February—Open
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Reverend’s Reverie
I have recently had occasion to think about the
power of touch and Christian healing. When I was pastor
at First Congregational Church in Chicopee, I was
honored to do several congregational healing services, as
well as a number of individual healing services.
So I wonder if Christian healing falls into your
lexicon of the variety of liturgies that you believe in. The
United Church of Christ provides two such healing
services in its “Book of Worship,” which we ministers use
as a basis for the many services of worship that we
perform.
Services of healing have a Biblical
heritage appropriate for the full life of a
local church like ours. Anointing with oil
and the laying on of hands are a sign of
the covenant between God and Israel and
God and the Church.
Touch is an amazing and powerful action. To touch
someone, and to allow someone to touch us, is a huge act
of trust in the other person. If you think about how it
feels to be touched or hugged, you may find it either very
uncomfortable or extremely healing. I think either
response is normal. Perhaps it depends upon who is doing
the touching or hugging, and what their motives are.
When I talk to children about touching, I always
explain to them that Jesus touched many people, and by
doing so He healed them of their physical and spiritual
diseases. We talk about how it feels when they are sad
about something, and Mommy or Daddy gives them a
great big hug. And they say that it makes them feel much
better! And we talk about the power that they, even as
children, have to make someone else feel better, by simply
touching or hugging them and saying kind words.
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In this day and age, it seems that we all need to be
very careful about who we touch or hug. And I’m not
talking about inappropriate touch or abuse, which we all
know is never ever appropriate under any circumstances,
runs rampant, and happens all too often by people who
are in positions of power.
What I am talking about is a soft touch or a hug for
someone who needs a spiritual boost, and is open and
desiring of the Christian touch that Jesus so often used to
heal people.
Believe it or not, even we pastors have to be careful
with appropriate touches and hugs. Our training tells us
to ask a person if we can give them a hug before doing so.
And our training even includes how we are to stand while
giving an approved hug.
Again, I don’t know how you feel about being
hugged or touched by another person. But if you are a
hugger or a toucher, you know how powerful and
soothing it can be.
And that is why we, as the Church, do believe in the
ministry of healing. With prayer and the Love of God, we
can come in our pain, be accepted and forgiven, and feel
God’s power through touch, anointing, and the laying on
of hands.
If you ever think that you would
like to try to feel physically or spiritually
better through a service of healing,
don’t hesitate to ask me. I am always
here for you to help you with any
spiritual needs you may have. And if you
want a hug, I’ve got one for you!!
Rev. Susanne
Remember, you can read the weekly sermon on our website:
www.southwickucc.org on the page: “From the Pastor”

5

Coming Events
Jan 6 ~
Jan 10 ~
Jan 27 ~
Feb 10 ~
Mar 6 ~

Gold Dome Ringers Concert 1:30 PM
All—Church Meeting
Souper Sale
Annual Meeting
Ash Wednesday

“Souper” Sunday
January 27, 2019
11:15 am
For those who can, bring a pot of
your favorite homemade soup to
church that morning (with name and
ingredients listed). Some friends will
ladle it up into small & large
containers for sale after church.
Bring a friend!

THE MITTEN TREE!
Our Missions Committee has set
up a Mitten Tree in the narthex.
All of the hats, mittens, and socks
that are collected during this
Christmas Season will be donated
to the Southwick Community
Food Pantry!

Pastoral Care:

Your joys and concerns are of the utmost importance
to our community of faith, and pastoral care is
offered for any and all personal and spiritual situations that
might arise in one’s life. Please call the church office

at 413-569-6362 or email southwickucc@gmail.com if you would
like to speak with our pastor.
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THE HOLLY BAZAAR

Happy January Birthday
Janice Hall

January 1

Shirl Hamilton

January 4

Trevor Ireland

January 5

Rev. Dr. Susanne Hayes

January 10

Erica Ireland

January 12

Ellie Bates

January 20

Mike Wolak

January 26

On Saturday December 1, 2018, our church hosted its
annual Holly Bazaar in New and Old Fellowship Halls!
What a busy and successful Bazaar it was! Many thanks to
all of our members and friends who helped, the Pitoniak
brothers who provided beautiful holiday music, our vendors
and their multitude of crafts, and the staff of the Holly Inn
who provided delicious foods and beverages for lunch! We
pray that everyone had a very blessed Christmas!

If we’ve missed a birthday, please let the church
office know!

Christmas merriment filled our halls!

From the Office


The 246th Annual Meeting will be held February
10th. Please have all reports from each Committee
in the church office by January 18th. As a reminder,
the Nominating Committee asks each member of
every committee if they wish to stay on their committee.



The office will be closed Tuesday, January 1st in celebration of
New Year’s Day but will be open on Monday, January 18th,
Martin Luther King Jr. Day.



NEW Office Hours: beginning January 2, 2019
Monday & Wednesday from 9~1 PM
Tuesday & Thursday from 11:00 AM~2:00 PM &
Friday from 8:30 AM~12:00 PM

Dear Music Committee,
Thank you for the note of thanks, it means so much to feel
appreciated, even for simply doing my job. And thank you all for
the little gifts and cards—I do feel very much watched over here. I
hope you all have a very Merry Christmas Season!
~Lyn Casey

Roberta,
Barbara, Donna,
and Patricia
provided the
delicious food at
the Holly Inn!

Merry Christmas to you All
I thank you for the more than generous gift
certificate—I was more than surprised and you really
shouldn’t have done that. I was just helping out, as you
all were. Everyone here [at American Inn] who participated was happy to do so, especially the five who won.
I think it’s a very good fund raiser and should be
continued.
I wish you Happy Holidays—and thank you
all for your continued beautiful music and
church support.
~Joyce Dudgeon
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THE 2018 ADVENT WORKSH0P!

THE SEASON OF ADVENT

On Sunday December 2, 2018, Kristy Johnston, along with her
Mom, Patti Wood, brought back The Advent Workshop for
both children and adults to enjoy! Kristy provided fantastic
Christmas crafts for everyone to make and take home as part
of their Christmas celebration! Many thanks for all of Kristy’s
hard work and for her promise to keep the tradition alive next
year! Smiles of fun and joy filled New Fellowship Hall! The
photos below speak for themselves!

On Sunday December 2, 2018, our church celebrated the
beginning of the Season of Advent. Many thanks to Mary
Grasso and Michael Stevens, who lit the Advent Candle of
Hope!

THE CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PRESENTATION!
Kudos to Kristy Johnston who coordinated the December 15,
2018 fantastic Children's Christmas Presentation, "Santa's
Favorite Story!" It was a true joy to see our children, along
with our Christian Education Committee, present a wonderful
holiday show! Everyone in the congregation said great things
to the pastor about the presentation! They absolutely loved it!!
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THE 2018 HOLIDAY COOKIE SALE!
On Saturday
December 15, 2018, we
held our annual Holiday
Cookie Sale, with tables
and tables of delicious
homemade cookies!

Robin Sklarski and
Patti Wood were very
busy weighing everyone's purchases and
welcoming people to
our church!
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DAN KANE AND FRIENDS!
On Sunday December 16, 2018, we were thrilled to host the
Dan Kane Singers Christmas Show in our packed sanctuary!
Our Missions Committee sponsored this joyous event for a
very spirited audience! All of the profits of this concert will
be donated to The
Nehemiah House in
Granby, Connecticut,
to use toward their
mission of assisting
homeless mothers
and new babies by
providing food, shelter, life lessons, and
spiritual guidance.

POINSETTIA SUNDAY!
Sunday December 16th, was
Poinsettia Sunday! Many thanks
to our Flower Committee who
decorated our sanctuary with the
glorious poinsettias of Christmas!
The week before, flowers had
been sent to members of our
congregation whom we have not
seen lately, but who are always
in our hearts and prayers

I cannot express in words the joy I
feel when I see the small poinsettia
plant you sent me…
Gratefully yours in prayer
~Janice Hall
and love,
~JB

Thank you for the
beautiful poinsettia
plant!

Southwick Congregational Church is thrilled and
proud to be able to present $1000.00 to
Nehemiah House for their continued good work!
Thank you all for your support!
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OUR GLORIOUS
CHRISTMAS TREE!
On December 23rd,
the 4th Sunday of Advent,
everyone in the
congregation helped to
decorate our sanctuary’s
Christmas tree!
All of the ornaments were
made by our Sunday
School children through
the years, and give the
tree such beauty and
wonder.
We also have a new angel
adorning the top
of the tree,
adding to the tree’s glory!

present
9th Annual Holiday Handbell Concert
Sunday, January 6, 2019

1:30 PM
In the sanctuary of
Southwick Congregational Church

CHRISTMAS EVE!
On Christmas Eve 2018,
Patty Banasik lit the
Christ Candle, the most
important candle in our
Advent wreath, as it
signifies the Light of
Christ, God Incarnate,

488 College Highway, Southwick, MA 01077
Refreshments in Old Fellowship Hall Following the Concert

~Free Will Donation~
Funds are used to
support the Bell program.

Once the Christ Candle
was lit, from its light our
acolytes lit all of the
remaining candles in the
church, spreading the
miracle of the Christ Child
throughout the world!

In case of inclement
weather, the concert will
be Tuesday, January 8 at
7:00 PM
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All- Church Committee Meeting Minutes
December 13, 2018
The meeting was called to order by Moderator Terry Putnam at 8 p.m.
Rev. Susanne offered an opening prayer. The Moderator made a motion to
accept the Minutes of the All-Church Committee Meeting which was
seconded and passed unanimously.
Minister’s Report
Rev. Susanne has had some inquiries about moving our summer church
services back to 10 am, rather than the current 9:30 am, as some thought
there was no need to hold it earlier. She has asked us to give it some
thought. The current wireless microphone system we are using, which is
working wonderfully, belongs to Michael Hayes, and Rev. Susanne asked
us to consider purchasing our own system in the future. After the holidays,
a New Member Sunday will be scheduled. Rev. Susanne now has the authority to post on the Southwick Community Forum on Facebook and she
hopes to utilize this to publicize church events.
Treasurer
Ted Orson stated our finances are running pretty close to budget and we
should be okay for this year. The Moderator asked about the budget
process and was informed the committees can work with the Finance
Committee.
Deacons
Patty Banasik reported 3 members present. They have completed the 2019
schedule for the Deacon of the Month. With only 4 deacons on the committee, they are looking for new members to help ease the burden of the work.
New green wreaths were hung in the sanctuary which looks wonderful and
the tree is now up. The shut-in plants are available for delivery. Advent services were discussed. Eric Nitsch spoke about the Active Threat Training
and the need to choose between the program the UCC offers or the independent program, Advanced Tactics Seminar, recommended by Southwick’s Chief of Police. There is an approx. $700 cost. A motion was made
and seconded to appropriate $1,000 in our 2019 budget for the Advanced
Tactics Seminar and its implementation and after discussion it was voted
unanimously to add a line item to our 2019 budget of $1,000 for the Active
Threat Training.
Search
Bob Franzen reported the committee is working on the church profile and
the committee budget.
Nominating
No report but it is mentioned members are needed for a lot of committees,
specifically Deacons and Buildings & Grounds.
Buildings and Grounds
Craig Perras reported 2 members present. Discussed a new custodial candidate to be interviewed on Friday, 12/14. A leaking toilet was repaired but
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All-Church Meeting Minutes

Continued

still needs work and the plumber will be called. The older church sign out
front should be re-installed on 12/14/18. A radio is to be placed in the
nursery. Additional lighted exit signs are to be installed. The initial contract
with the cell tower company will soon be signed by the chairs of B&G,
Finance, Deacons, and the Moderator. A line item for the 2019 budget
needs to be considered to fund an attorney to represent us in this process.
Jim Putnam made a motion to authorize B&G to hire the new custodian
pending successful interview, CORI and SORI checks, references, and
budget constraint which was seconded and approved unanimously.
Music
Joe Sullivan reported the committee’s calendar raffle made $1,600.
Special thank yous were given to Lyn Casey and Joyce Dungeon for their
help. Joe will be talking to Roberta about wedding fees and the purchase of
the part for the organ. The sanctuary piano is scheduled to be tuned soon.
They will be looking at an increased budget for 2019. The committee will be
working with Terry Putnam regarding the church’s wedding policy and use
of the building for weddings. After discussion, it was decided the piano in
Old Fellowship Hall will be uncovered and accessible for use.

Finance
Melanie Nitsch reported 7 present. Pledges are at about $75,000 for 2019
with 59 pledges received. Please send your pledge in if you have not done
so. Virgil Paggen handed a list to the Deacons of active members for determining of UCC dues to be paid. We discussed briefly a salary range for a
potential new minister to give to the Search Committee in anticipation of
their future request. Discussion regarding the purchase of an AED defibrillator and further discussed during the New Business All-Church session.
Discussion about our church’s property and liability insurance coverage.
We were notified of a potential future surcharge if our church does not have
a child abuse prevention policy in place, also further discussed during the
New Business All-Church session.
Mission-Outreach
Donna Sullivan reported 2 members present. The poinsettias were
wrapped and readied for the sanctuary tonight. The Dane Kane Singers
concert is this Sunday, 12/16/18, with the proceeds to benefit the Nehemiah House in Granby, CT.
Flower
Roxanne Cook thanked the helpers for the poinsettias.
Fundraising
Roxanne reported the Holly Bazaar made approx. $1,200, a little lower
than previous years’ bazaars due to the fact that they did not make and sell
cemetery boxes this year. If the church wants to sell them next year, a lot
more help is needed to make them. Also, the cookie sale is this Saturday,
12/15/18, from 8:30 am to 1:30 pm.
Memorial Gifts, Pastoral Relations, Christian Education, Library
No report.
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END NOTES

New Business
Discussion about how the church is to handle signage requests to be
placed on the Town Green’s leased property. A motion was made,
seconded and passed unanimously to request our Office Administrator, Lyn Casey, that should any requests come into the church office
about sign placement on the Town Green, she is to inform them that
the church has no objections, but the town controls that property and
they should check with the town about placing signs on the Town
Green.
Safe Church Policy – discussion held. Jim Putnam and Rev. Susanne
have put together a very good Safe Church Policy and Jim recommended we adopt this policy immediately and at the annual meeting
in February to add it to our by-laws. Jim made a motion which was
seconded to accept the Safe Church Policy and create a Safe
Church Committee consisting of himself, Rev. Susanne, and Kristy
Johnson. After discussion this was passed by a unanimous vote.
Annual Meeting in February 2019 – After discussion, a motion was made
to hold our church’s Annual Meeting on Sunday, 2/10/19, immediately following Coffee Hour after church. This was seconded and
passed unanimously.
Jim Putnam made a motion to table budget discussions until the January
2019 All-Church Meeting due to the lateness of the hour. This was
seconded and passed unanimously.

Each part of the Christmas tree celebrates Christ’s birth

After the Moderator’s decision to dispense with the Executive Committee
Meeting, a motion was made to adjourn the All-Church meeting at 9:40
pm.

The Shining lights show us how we’re to do the same,

Respectfully submitted,
Melanie Nitsch, Clerk

The Meaning of the
Christmas Tree
by Holly Gerth submitted by Janice Hall

And tells the story of how God sent His Son to earth.
The wood reminds us of the manger where He lay
And of the rugged cross where He gave His life one day.
The evergreen shows the eternal life Christ gives—
Anyone who believes in Him forever lives!
The decorations represent blessings from above
And inspire us to thank the Lord of His tender love.
As we share His grace and seek to glorify His name.
So may each beautiful tree bring honor to our king,

Go Tell It on the Mountain!
The Great News for 2018 is:
Stewardship Receipts currently total $102,247.
This comfortably exceeds the amount
pledged of $91,670.
Thank you to everyone - You made this possible.
The Other News is:
Sixty-three Stewardship Pledges totaling $84,428
have been received for 2019.
The Average annual pledge = $1340.
The Average weekly pledge = $25.80.
Only $15,572 in Pledges remains to
reach the 2019 Goal of $100,000
~Virgil

And may we celebrate Christ’s love in everything!

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE!
In case you didn’t know it, we have a Facebook page called

Southwick Congregational Church!

Please check it out, “like” us, and follow us!!!
Keep track of what our very busy church is doing!

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 New Year’s Day
Rev Susanne Away
Office Closed
Bell Choir 6:30

2
Office Open 9-1
9
Cub Scouts 6:30
Voice Choir 7:00

3
Office Open 11-2
Rev Susanne 10-12
Midweek
Service 6:30PM

4
Office Open 8:30-12
Henrietta’s 9-12
OA Meeting 6:00
AA Meeting 7:30
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8
Rev Susanne away
Office Open 11-2
Bell Choir 6:30
Boy Scouts 6:30

9
Office Open 9-1
9
Cub Scouts 6:30
Voice Choir 7:00

10
Office Open 11-2
Rev Susanne Away
Midweek
Service 6:30PM

11
Office Open 8:30-12
Henrietta’s 9-12
OA Meeting 6:00
AA Meeting 7:30
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Worship Service 10
Sunday School
3:30 OA

14
Office Open 9-1
Daisy Troop 6:00
Beyond Goals 6:30

15
Rev Susanne 10-12
Office Open 11-2
American Inn 6:30
Bell Choir 6:30
Boy Scouts 6:30
Girl Scout Leaders

16
Office Open 9-1
9
Cub Scouts 6:30
Voice Choir 7:00

17
Office Open 11-2
Rev Susanne 10-12
Midweek
Service 6:30PM

18
Office Open 8:30-12
Henrietta’s 9-12
OA Meeting 6:00
AA Meeting 7:30

19
Henrietta’s 9-12

20
Worship Service 10
Sunday School
3:30 OA

21 Martin Luther King Jr Day
Office Open 9-1
Daisy Troop 6:00
Beyond Goals 6:30

22
Rev Susanne 10-12
Office Open 11-2
Bell Choir 6:30
Boy Scouts 6:30

23
Office Open 9-1
9
Cub Scouts 6:30
Voice Choir 7:00

24
Office Open 11-2
Rev Susanne 10-12
Midweek
Service 6:30PM

25
Office Open 8:30-12
Henrietta’s 9-12
OA Meeting 6:00
AA Meeting 7:30

26

27
Worship Service 10
Sunday School
SOUPER SUNDAY
3:30 OA

28
Office Open 9-1
Daisy Troop 6:00
Beyond Goals 6:30

29
Rev Susanne 10-12
Office Open 11-2
Bell Choir 6:30
Boy Scouts 6:30

30
Office Open 9-1
9
Cub Scouts 6:30
Voice Choir 7:00

31
Office Open 11-2
Rev Susanne 10-12
Midweek
Service 6:30PM

Handbell
Concert Jan 6
at 1:30

6 Epiphany
Communion Service
Sunday School

7
Office Open 9-1
Daisy Troop 6:00
Gold Dome Ringers Beyond Goals 6:30

1 :30
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Henrietta’s 9-12

Henrietta’s 9-12

Henrietta’s 9-12

