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MISSION STATEMENT
Southwick Congregational Church
is a faithful Christian presence in the
community of Southwick since 1773, and
we look to the future. We are a diverse and
loving congregation, joyfully serving, teaching,
and sharing with one another, according to the
gifts we have been given.

Worship Schedule
Sunday Worship service at 10 AM
Thursdays Midweek Service at 6:30 PM
Ecumenical Service at The American Inn on the third
Tuesday of the month at 6:30 PM
Office Hours
The Church office is open M, W, Th 9~1 PM
Tuesday from 11:00 AM~2:00 PM &
Friday from 8:30 AM~12:00 PM

Rev. Susanne’s Hours
Rev. Susanne’s Hours are Tuesday & Thursday 10~12 PM

Special Meetings
All-Church Meeting: Thursday December 13, 7 PM
All-Church Meeting: Thursday January 10, 7 PM
Annual Meeting: TBD
Coffee Hour Refreshment Schedule
Christian Ed—December
January, February—Open
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Reverend’s Reverie
As everyone knows, "911" is the universal emergency phone
number for everyone in the United States. I think it
makes us feel good to know that medical, police, and
fire personnel are just three numbers away, in case
we ever need them. And we are thankful for all of the
first responders that help the many callers who are in
need.
On a different note, “Outrageous 911” is an American
reality television series that airs on the TLC cable network. The
series features some of the strangest and oddest calls to 911.
Most people know that you should only dial 911 in case of a real
emergency. But some people cannot resist calling 911 for the
most ridiculous of reasons, like these: a woman's waffles are
raw; adults fight over a parking spot; a man calls about flies in
his kitchen; a woman reports the police officer who pulled her
over; a man complains that his wife's zipper is stuck. And a lot
more!
Michael and I were watching the show one evening and a
particular call tickled us! 911 Operator: “911. What is your
emergency?” Caller: “It’s right next store to us. It is Sunday
morning and they are making a lot of loud noise. Could you send
someone?” 911 Operator: “What kind of noise are they
making?” Caller: “Well, it’s a church and they’re making a lot of
noise.” 911 Operator: “What kind of noise are they making?”
Caller: “Preaching. I think it’s preaching.” 911 Operator: “It’s a
church and they are preaching?” Caller: “Yes.” 911 Operator:
“That’s not an emergency. And there’s really nothing we can do
for you.” Caller: “OK. Goodbye.” I don’t make this stuff up!
All of this got me to thinking about the possibility of being
able to call God on an emergency number when we need God’s
help. The fact of the matter is that we can “call” God any time
we want or need to, simply by talking directly to God, and telling
God what our emergency is. For God is always available to us,
knowing and hearing our every need. Then I started imagining
what some emergency calls to God might sound like. I must
warn you that I am taking some liberties by paraphrasing some
of the quotations from our Bible.
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Emergency Caller #1: “I am lost, God. I have no idea where I
am headed, or where to turn.” God: “I know the plans I have for
you, plans to give you hope and a future (Jeremiah 29:11).”
Emergency Caller #2: “My anxiety has got me in such a tizzy
that I can hardly function anymore.” God: “Be still. And know
that I am God (Psalm 46:10).”
Emergency Caller #3: “I am so tired and weary that I just
cannot go on any longer.” God: “I give strength to the weary and
increase the power of the weak (Isaiah 40:29).”
Emergency Caller #4: “I am wrought with fear. Everything
seems to be going wrong for me.” God: “Do not fear, for I am
with you, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I
will uphold you with my righteous right hand (Isaiah 41:10).”
Emergency Caller #5: “Are you really there, God? I always
feel so alone.” God: “Trust in Me with all your heart and lean not
on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to Me, and I
will make your paths straight (Proverbs 3:5-6).”
Emergency Caller #6: “Like is so bleak. I have no one. And I
have nothing left in this world to live for.” God: “Even though
you walk through the darkest valley, fear no evil, for I am with
you; My rod and My staff, let them comfort you (Psalm 23:4).”
Emergency Caller #7: “It seems that You do not hear my
cries for help. Where are you, God?” God: “The righteous cry
out, and I hear them; I deliver you from all your troubles (Psalm
34:17).”
Emergency Caller #8: “I have no strength. I am all alone.”
God: “Be strong and courageous. Do not be
afraid; do not be discouraged, for I will be
with you wherever you go. (Joshua 1:9).”
I could go on and on, but I am running
out of space! So just remember this.
Whatever you need from God, God will
always provide.
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Happy News
Christy and Todd Jackson welcomed Nolan Randy Jackson
Born Friday November 9, 2018; 9lbs 7oz 20.5 inches.
Grandparents Diane and Bob Jennett cannot
stop smiling.
Brittany and Craig Perras welcomed
Cole Michael Perras born October 11, 2018;
9 lbs 1.3 oz 21 in.
Parents and siblings doing well.

Coming Events
Dec 1 ~
Dec 2 ~
Dec 2 ~
Dec 15 ~
Dec 16 ~
Dec 16 ~
Dec 24 ~
Dec 30 ~
Jan 6 ~

Holly Bazaar 8:30-2:30
Advent Begins
Advent Workshop 12:00—4
Cookie Sale 8:30—1:30
Youth Presentation 10:00 AM
Dan Kane Concert 1:30 PM
Candlelight service 10 PM
Bell Sunday 10 AM
Gold Dome Ringers Concert 1:30 PM

Office Info
The office will be closed Tuesday, December 25 and
Wednesday December 26 for Christmas and Boxing
Day! And January 1 for New Year’s Day.

Pastoral Care:

Rev. Susanne

Your joys and concerns are of the utmost importance
to our community of faith, and pastoral care is
offered for any and all personal and spiritual situations that
might arise in one’s life. Please call the church office

Remember, you can read the weekly sermon on our website:
www.southwickucc.org on the page: “From the Pastor”

at 413-569-6362 or email southwickucc@gmail.com if you would
like to speak with our pastor.
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November is Stewardship month; a time to
review the passing year and prepare for the
year ahead. Your pledge is the basic
resource that sustains our church.
We are currently at the half-way point of
November with 33 pledges totaling $37,500
received. Based on a total of 75 Stewardship
pledges, on an annual basis each of the
remaining 42 pledges would need to average $1,488 to reach our
2019 stewardship goal of $100K. And Thank You for the enthusiastic and generous support demonstrated by the pledges already
received.
“Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and
whoever sows generously will also reap generously.”

2 Corinthians 9:6.

THIRD ANNUAL TURKEY DINNER
November 10, 2018, was our Third Annual Turkey Dinner! We
had a full house, all enjoying turkey with all of the fixings!
Many thanks to Mike Pitoniak
for the entertainment, and
especially to Patty Banasik and
Roxanne Cook, who planned the
entire event. And we could not
have done it without the help of
our many volunteers who helped
prepare the meal, serve our
guests, and clean up the kitchen.
The meal and the fellowship
were spectacular!

~Virgil

I will be happy to oversee the Church
Library during the vacancy of a Library
Chairman. Anyone seeking specific
information on any book, please call
413-569-0039 or the church office. Church
history information is always welcomed.
Thank You,
~Joyce Arnold

Happy December Birthday
December 1
December 19
December 20
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Morgan Ireland
Joyce Arnold
Joe Sullivan

If we’ve missed a birthday, please let the church office know!

VETERANS DAY PARADE
The Town of Southwick celebrated
Veterans Day with the annual Veterans
Day Parade on November 10, 2018.
Our church was proud to participate
in this meaningful event by tolling our
bells to kick off the parade, marching
in the parade, and providing the
invocation at the beginning of the
ceremony on the green following the
Rev. Susanne marches with parade. We want to support our town
the Southwick Selectmen in in any way that we can.
the wind and the sleet!
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Holiday Cookie Sale
Southwick Congregational Church
488 College Highway (Under the Gold Dome)

present
9th Annual Holiday Handbell Concert
Sunday, January 6, 2019

Southwick, Massachusetts

Saturday, December 15, 2018
8:30 am – 1:30 pm
$9 a pound

1:30 PM
In the sanctuary of
Southwick Congregational Church
488 College Highway, Southwick, MA 01077
Refreshments in Old Fellowship Hall Following the Concert

~Free Will Donation~
Funds are used to
support the Bell program.

In case of inclement
weather, the concert will
be Tuesday, January 8 at
7:00 PM

THANKSGIVING FOOD COLLECTION
Many thanks to Kristy Johnston and our Christian Education
Committee for coordinating the collection of over 150 boxes
of stuffing and reusable bags, which were donated to the
Southwick Community Food Pantry for their Thanksgiving
Day distributions to those in need in Southwick, Granville,
and Tolland.
And thank you
to everyone
who
contributed to
this most
important
outreach to
our local
community.
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THANKSGIVING SUNDAY
On November 18, 2018, our
church celebrated Thanks~
giving Sunday. We want to
give a special thanks to
Roxanne Cook for the glorious
Thanksgiving display on our
altar.
We also were blessed with
special Thanksgiving music.
Terry Putnam, accompanied by
Patti Wood on bells and Roberta
Kowal on piano, sang a glorious
rendition of “Bless this House.”

Our church is indeed blessed by each and every one of our
members and friends, all of whom add wholeness to the
Body of Christ.
CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE!
In case you didn’t know it, we have a Facebook page called

Southwick Congregational Church!

Please check it out, “like” us, and follow us!!!
Keep track of what our very busy church is doing!
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All- Church Meeting Minutes November 8, 2018
The meeting was called to order by Interim Moderator pro-temp Jim Putnam at
8:10 pm who offered an opening prayer in Rev. Susanne’s absence. The Moderator made a motion to accept the Minutes of the 10/11/18 All-Church Committee Meeting which was seconded and passed unanimously.
Treasurer
Ted Orson stated financially we are doing OK mainly because of our lower part
-time minister’s salary expense. Our utilities seem to be running a bit higher
though. At the December meeting, we want to work on the 2019 budget so all
committees are asked to give Finance a proposed budget. Jim P made a motion to approve the budget so far, which was seconded and passed unanimously.
Search
Bob Franzen stated the group was still in the early stages of planning. They
are reviewing our Church Profile from 2011 and are working on updating it.
Deacons
Patty Banasik reported 5 members present.
Eric Nitsch did some research on proposals for Active Threat Training (not
Shooter) Three options are to:
 Work with Chief Kevin Bishop of the Southwick Police Dept. It is a 2.5
hour power point presentation that costs approx. $500.
 The UCC also has training that they contract for through a group – also 2.5
hour power point presentation, cost of $20 per person, minimum of 20 people – it would be possible to open up the training to the community.
 Do nothing.
The Deacons felt we are very vulnerable and a seminar would be helpful &
they could possibly help to fund this. The Moderator asked the Deacons
to come back to the All-Church meeting with a recommendation and perhaps the cost can be part of the 2019 budget.
An active membership list was provided to Finance Committee to help determine an accurate list for the UCC.
Rev. Susanne’s interim contract was discussed.
Advent planning is underway and there is a big need for Acolytes.
Reviewed the prayer list with no changes this month.
New communion envelopes and friendship pads have been ordered.
Thanks to all participants of Laity Sunday in October.
Buildings and Grounds
Bob Franzen mentioned there was a problem with the gas stove when the
stove burners got lit but the grill did not causing gas to leak with a very strong
odor. The group will look into having a shut-off valve for the grill part so it does
not have to be turned on all the time. Bob mentioned the sign out in front was
still not complete. Craig Perras will be contacting someone to fix the siding on
the building that is coming off. The tree over the parsonage garage was taken
down and the maples in front of the house have been trimmed back. Bob
asked about doing the budget for 2019 as all of his committee are new and will
get help from Finance next month.
Music
Joe Sullivan reported 2 members present. The raffle was discussed. They
made approx. $1,600 for the church’s general fund. They are still working on
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All-Church Meeting Minutes Continued
trying to find a certain part for the organ that would be helpful to have to solve
future problems. The funeral soloist’s price list is being discussed. A pencil
was dropped inside the sanctuary piano so hopefully the tuner will be able to
retrieve it when he comes to tune the piano next month.
Finance
Melanie Nitsch reported 7 present, 3 members, and 4 ex-officio. Stewardship
Sunday is 11/11/18. Please return your pledge cards. Our goal for the budget
is $100,000 this year! The church’s website domain, southwickucc.org, will be
renewed. We are looking for help with the website management, currently using DoodleKits, if anyone has experience. Snowplow proposal was given to
B&G committee. Virgil P will help with the member/contributor list from the
Deacons to get a better count of active members from our church for the UCC.
As per Ted Orson, all committees are asked to get their budgets to Finance to
work on next month.
Mission-Outreach
Donna Sullivan reported 2 present. The Christmas Fund collection will take
place on Christmas Eve. As a mission project, they have asked the Nehemiah
House for a wish list that Missions could help fill for Christmas. The sock and
mitten tree will be up again for the month of December.
Memorial Gifts
Karen Brzezinski stated that Memorial Gifts funds provided the new curtains
for the Old Fellowship Hall stage.
Flower
Roxanne Cook reported the shut-in flowers for the holidays have been ordered.
No Reports:
Minister, Christian Education, Library, Fundraising, Pastoral Relations, and
Nominating
New Business
Bob Franzen will investigate an issue with cars using our parking lot.
Discussion on groups looking to use our church: Daisy Scouts, a Mental
Health Support Group organized by Kyle Wundt, and a kickboxing class.
The All-Church needs further info from the kickboxing leader regarding
insurance coverage for liability. The Daisy group and the support group
were approved. Lyn in the office will contact all three.
Brief discuss about our desire to have an AED First Response defibrillator in
our church. Lyn will follow-up to get more info on cost, and the need to
be trained or not to use it.
Members are informed that Baystate Noble Hospital is looking for volunteers
for their Pastoral Care Program. See Rev. Susanne.
Our office administrator Lyn is still looking for church keys. If you have a
church key, please let Lyn know (or Melanie Nitsch) what number key
you have. If you do not need your key any longer, please return it to the
office (or to Melanie Nitsch).
Seeing no need for an Executive Committee meeting, the Moderator moved to
cancel it and made a motion to adjourn, seconded, and passed unanimously.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Melanie Nitsch, Clerk
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The Remembrance Tree
~ Janey Thompson

Every December on the Sunday
closest to the 14th, a tree covered with
hearts and names is put on the altar
instead of flowers.
This winter marks the 30th year for
the Remembrance Tree on our altar. It
started as a memorial by the Thompson
family when they lost their son and
brother, Matthew, on December 14,
1988. This was a period in Southwick
which saw the tragic deaths of many
young people, and we have added
their names as we learned of them.
They include those who died before
Matthew, as well as those who followed.
If such a loss has hit your family or dear ones, please call
the church office and request that your loved one be added to
our list of these “young hearts who now paint Heaven with
many colors, much laughter.”
The words in quotation marks are from the dedication of
the book Teetoncey , a young adult book by author Theodore
Taylor for a friend of his. They seemed fitting for such a memorial at this blessed time of year. The exact quote is: “For
Alma Ruth ‘Duck’ Macrorie who is now telling St. Peter how
to decorate heaven. With many colors; much laughter.” I
adapted it, as you see, but wanted you to be aware of the
exact quote.
Love, Janey

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 Holly

Bazaar 8:30

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

Communion Service
Sunday School
Advent Workshop 1 –4
3:30 OA

Office Open 9-1
Daisy Troop 6:00
Beyond Goals 6:30

Office Open 9-1
Worship Service 10
Daisy Troop 6:00
Sunday School
9
PEACE
Beyond Goals 6:30
3:30 OA
Worship Service 10AM
Sunday School
Coffee Hour
3:30 OA
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Worship Service 10

1:30 Dan Kane
Concert

17

Office Open 9-1
Daisy Troop 6:00
Beyond Goals 6:30

3:30 OA

23

24

Christmas Eve

30 Bell Sunday

31

New Year’s Eve

Worship Service 10
Sunday School
3:30 OA

Service 10 AM
Sunday School
OA 3:30 PM

Office Open 9-1
Candlelight Service
10:00 PM

Office Open 9-1
Daisy Troop 6:00
Beyond Goals 6:30

Rev Susanne 10-12 Office Open 9-1
9
Office Open 11-2
Cub Scouts 6:30
Bell Choir 6:30
Voice Choir 7:00
Boy Scouts 6:30

Rev Susanne 10-12 Office Open 9-1
9
Office Open 11-2
Cub Scouts 6:30
Bell Choir 6:30
Voice Choir 7:00
Boy Scouts 6:30
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Christmas

Office Closed
Bell Choir 6:30
Boy Scouts 6:30

Office Open 9-1
Rev Susanne 10-12
Midweek
Service 6:30PM

ALL-CHURCH MTG 7

Office Open 8:30-12
Henrietta’s Open
OA Meeting 6:00
AA Meeting 7:30

Office Open 8:30-12
Henrietta’s Open
OA Meeting 6:00
AA Meeting 7:30

Girlscouts
Gingerbread
12:30

Cookie Sale
8:30-1:30
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20

21Gold Dome

Office Open 9-1
Rev Susanne 10-12
Midweek
Service 6:30PM

Articles Due
Office Open 8:30-12
Henrietta’s Open
OA Meeting 6:00
AA Meeting 7:30

22

26

27

28

29

Rev Susanne 10-12 Office Open 9-1
9
Office Open 11-2
Cub Scouts 6:30
American Inn 6:30
Voice Choir 7:00
Bell Choir 6:30
Boy Scouts 6:30

25

Office Open 9-1
Rev Susanne 10-12
Midweek
Service 6:30PM

Office Closed
Cub Scouts 6:30
Voice Choir 7:00

Office Open 9-1
Rev Susanne 10-12
Midweek
Service 6:30PM

Office Open 8:30-12
Henrietta’s Open
OA Meeting 6:00
AA Meeting 7:30

