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The Pastor’s Pages
“A Safe Space”
What is a “safe space” and why should this
be one of the ways we describe our church?
Last month, I preached on Matthew 18. I’d like to
supplement my thoughts on that gospel passage.
Here we find Jesus addressing conflict, specifically
conflict in his church. He tells us that if you are having
problems with someone in church and that person appears
to have some fault that is contributing to conflict, go and
talk “one on one” with your brother or sister. If you are still
having problems and conflicts within the church, talk with
two or three more people in the church. Three or four wise
people are better than two. If that person still does not
listen, then talk to the whole assembly. Pray about the
conflict. Ask God to help. And at the end of these direct
instructions from Jesus, we find that beloved scripture
passage: “Where two or three are gathered together in my name,
there am I in the midst of them.”
So, from Jesus’ direction, we know that he anticipated
conflicts and gave directions on how to deal with them,
assuring us that he is with us in the midst of conflict in his
church. I also think his instructions make it clear that we
are to talk about our conflicts, to bring them forward rather
than “sweeping them under the rug.” And that the purpose
of talking through conflicts is to resolve them, with God’s
help.
Now, many of us dislike dealing with conflict; we’d
simply prefer to ignore it – I know I would! But when it
comes to his church, those are not our Lord’s instructions,
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so we find a way to deal with our ambivalence and
avoidance. We create a “safe space” in the church – this is
common terminology for a gathering where people feel
comfortable in being themselves, where they can express
their emotions and vulnerabilities without fear. If you’ve
ever participated in secular seminars or group counseling,
you’re probably familiar with this concept: participants
agree to “ground rules” for creating a safe space within
the group. These rules usually involve pledges of
confidentiality, mutual respect, and more.
But as
Christians, our “ground rules” come straight from our
Lord:
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I
have loved you, so you must love one another. By this
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love
one another.” John 13:34-35.
If we follow Jesus’ instructions, we need not fear
conflict because he is actively present with us when we are
gathered together in our church, our Beloved Community.
And, by the way, these instructions can also be
applied to conflicts and difficult situations in our
lives outside of our church! I give thanks
every day for Jesus’ presence in our lives,
and his promise that he will never leave
any of us.
Yours in Christ,

Pastor Bart
Don’t forget, you can read the weekly sermon on our
website: www.southwickucc.org
on the page: “From the Pastor”
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Ministry and Outreach
Worship Schedule
Sunday Worship service at 10:00 AM
Thursdays Midweek Service with communion continue at 6:30 PM
Ecumenical Service at The American Inn on the third Tuesday of the
month at 6:30 PM

Office Hours
The Church office is open Monday thru Friday from
9:00 AM ~ 1:00 PM
Pastor Bart’s Study is open Tuesday thru Friday from
10:00 AM ~ 2:00 PM

All Church Meeting
Thursday, October 12 at 8:00 PM

All Church Committee Refreshment Schedule
October—Bell & Voice Choirs
November—Finance Committee
December—Buildings & Grounds Committee

Opportunities:
Liaison to coordinate donations with Southwick Food Pantry

Adopt A Family
Let's begin to think about Adopt A Family which will again be part of
our Christmas outreach. This is an opportunity to provide assistance
to some local and needy families for the holiday season.
As a participant, you'd be given a family's wish list to aid with some
shopping for them. It is a wonderful opportunity to give back as we
count our own blessings. If you, as an individual, a family, or a committee would like to participate, please contact me for details.
Email - djsullivan135@hotmail.com; Phone - 413 569 3356

Call for Pastoral Care:
If anyone in our church has a family member who is ill, hospitalized,
grieving or moving to a senior living facility, please be sure to advise
the church office. We want to respond with caring support. Call the
church office at 413-569-6362 or email at southwickucc@gmail.com

Stewardship
I could be writing this from Manila if
there was any truth to the message in my
hacked email. But it made me think - have
you ever experienced a "moment of truth," a
cathartic event that changed the direction of your life or
made you pause and reassess your purpose and priorities?
I have learned to never jump to conclusions; life can be
over in a flash and every day is important. I think most people undergo such moments of truth more than once as they
journey through life. I know I have.
We read in Matthew 4:18-20 of one such cathartic
event when Peter and his brother Andrew were called to be
disciples. Another such event surely must have occurred
when the crowd gathered to hear the Sermon on the Mount.
Think of what it was like to live in that age: you could visit
“Joseph & Son” to order your dining table and chairs, stop by
“Donkey & Cart” for the latest in transportation, or shop at
“Mead & Ale” for liberating libations.
In the time of Christ and today, shopping for needs and
supporting the needy is a community commitment. In Southwick today, our Congregational Community is reaching a tipping point with fewer members experiencing the rewards of
Stewardship. Through August, our income from all sources
averaged $315/day, with Stewardship alone contributing
$287/day. Expenses averaged $372/day.
I have never been to the Philippines, however, nor
have I been robbed except by the bank and tax collector, and
am pleased to report I am safely ensconced at home.
~ Virgil
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COMING MONTHS

Turkey Dinner
Saturday, November 11th, 2017 6:00 PM
Call for Reservations: 413-569-6362
Menu:
Turkey & Gravy
Stuffing
Mashed Potatoes
Green Peas & Butternut
Squash
Cranberry Sauce, Rolls
Apple & Pumpkin Pie
Adults: $14.00 Kids 12
and under: $7.00

Looking for Holly Bazaar Crafters!
Currently, we are looking for crafters who are interested in renting table space. If you are interested,
please call Roxanne Cook at (413)896-5378 or the
church office at (413)569-6362 for more information and a
registration form. The Annual Holly Bazaar will be taking
place on Saturday, December 2 from 8:30-3:00 PM. .

Holiday Cookie Sale
WANTED: Cookies, tons of home-made cookies. Bakers
warm up your ovens! Plain cookies, decorated cookies,
cookies with and without nuts, plus a limited supply of gluten-free cookies. Mark your calendar, our annual Cookie
Sale is scheduled for Saturday, December 16.
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This Month

The music committee’s
calendar raffle is HERE!

A calendar has been created listing
donated prizes for each of the 31 days
in October.
The prizes include
Cash, Gift Cards, Services, and Products.
Winners will be drawn each day in October and after
each drawing the winner's name will be placed back into
the drawing for the following day so everyone has a chance
to win every day! The winner will be called. Check our
Facebook Page and our Website for the daily Winners!
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Thank You

OCTOBER

I feel compelled to write a personal note~
What a blessed church congregation we are!
Thank you to Suzanne, Kirsten, & Flo! How many
churches have 3 members who are retired or studying to
become a Minister who could help in the pulpit during
Pastor Bart's Sabbatical?!?!?!?!?

Louise Tagliavini

10/1

Todd Wilson

10/12

Roxanne Cook

10/14

Elsie Gosselin

10/23

Lyn Casey

10/28

If we’ve missed a birthday, please let the church office know!

Mark Your Calendars
October 28~
November 11 ~
December ~
2~
16 ~
January 2018 ~

Spaghetti Supper/ Pumpkin Carving
Harvest Dinner
Adopt-A-Family
Holly Bazaar
Cookie Sale 8:30-1:00
Souper Sale

From the Library
“Cherish today.”
~Joyce Arnold

From the Office
The office will be closed
on Monday, October 9
for Indigenous People’s
Day.

Thank You Ladies !!!!!
~Patti P Wood
P.s~ Also a Thank you to Beth Studer's Mom, Arlene
for the Sunday she helped out.
RESULTS OF THE CLOTHING & MORE DRIVE..........
First, so many thanks to all that helped! Robin Sklarski,
Dawn & Ted Turgeon (special Thanks to Ted for the use of
his very large work van), Karl & Lee Zinnack, Joe Sullivan,
Ted Orson, and the Lempkes, Kristy Johnston and all the
pickups & minivans!
Savers has already sent us a check for $587.33 and then
private donations of $50...
Start saving your "soft goods" ~ clothing,
shoes, handbags, sheets, linens, curtains,
blankets, etc. for next year!!!!!
~Patti Wood
Continued from p.15

Southwick Historical Corner

** A special thanks is in order - I want to thank my
Grama, Constance D. Johnson, for her willingness to help
me with the history articles. She always answers the
phone no matter the time to help me figure out a missing
piece of information. She’s yet to not know the answer to
my many questions!! Thank you Grama!
~Martha Johnson
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All Church Committee Meeting
September 14, 2017
The meeting was called to order at 8:00 PM by Moderator David Breton.
Pastor Bart began the meeting with a prayer. A motion was made and
seconded to approve the minutes of the last meeting, June 8, 2017.
Approval was unanimous.
Minister’s Report
Pastor Bart stated that he was happy tp be back. He thanked all those
who had helped out during his sabbatical: Rev. Dr. Susanne Hayes, Rev.
Arlene Studer, Rev. Kirsten Allhusen, and Flo Pitoniak. They covered the
Sunday services and other needed coverage. Also a thank you to all who
helped in any way. Since returning there have been several deaths: Emilia
Brzoska, Jim Fuller, and Erma Kellogg. The Kellogg service will be graveside at 11:00 AM at Pine Hill Cemetery in Westfield on September 23,
2017. Bart advised there was good feedback about coverage while he was
away. Stewardship Sunday is November 12th. Virgil Paggen has composed
a letter that will go out before that date stating why stewardship is important. To date we have $180 to be sent to the hurricane areas.
Buildings and Grounds
Craig Perras reported 4 members present. He noted they checked out and
repaired various lights in and around the building. The Boy Scouts will be
working in the attic. They have things stored there and they will be working on the floor and other areas.
Christian Education
Ashley Halacozlu reported 2 members present. They talked about the
Pumpkin Carving / Spaghetti Supper on October 28th as well as other projects. They have received some donations which will be used to purchase
supplies for the animal shelter.
Deacons
Flo Pitoniak reported 2 members present. Memorial gifts will pay for a
new Communion set.
Finance Committee
Eleanor Bates reported 3 members present. A treasurer’s report was not
available. We reviewed a Stewardship letter prepared by Virgil Paggen. It
will be sent out before Stewardship Sunday, 11/12/17.
Flower Committee
Roxanne Cook says she will be working on the Holiday flowers.
Fundraising Committee No report.

13

Memorial Gifts
Karen Brzezinski reported she has received monies for three new stones.
She reported that Memorial Gifts will be paying for the new Communion
Set.
Mission-Outreach
Roxanne Cook reported there were 4 members present. She stated that
Community Day went very well. They did think that next year they may
combine Vendors and Community Days for a more successful event. They
have collected $250 that they will combine with the $180 collected for
hurricane relief. They would like to restore the member spotlight that
was in the Gold Dome a few times. There will be questionnaires to fill out
for those interested.
Music Committee
Brittany Perras reported the committee met last Thursday 9/7/17. They
are selling raffle calendars for $10. A ticket will be pulled every day in October. Should you wil, you will be notified and your name will be reentered. This gives you multiples chances to win.
Roberta Kowal will be having knee surgery on Monday 9/18/17. She will
be recuperating for several weeks. There will be no choir rehearsals and
“Special Music” provided on Sundays. Sean Uliasz will play the organ.
Pastoral Relations Committee No official meeting
Treasurer’s Report
No report
New Business
Roxanne Cook said the emergency contact list for the Southwick Police
needed to be updated. The following names in order of contact are
1) Karen Brzezinski 2) Patti Wood 3) Bart Cochran 4) Roxanne Cook.
Candy making with Karen Brzezinski will be held on 11/6 at 6:00 PM.
Patty Banasik will be in charge of the Turkey Supper on 11/11/2017.
Roxanne Cook will be in charge of the Holly Bazaar on 12/2/2017
Roberta Kowal will supervise the kitchen for the Holly Bazaar.
A motion was made and seconded to forego the Executive Meeting.
The motion passed unanimously.
A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting.
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Eleanor Bates, Clerk pro temp
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Southwick Historical Corner

#10

As discussed in my last article, the Southwick Church suffered a period of time that tested the strength of our church.
When we left off the Rev. Isaac Clinton had decided to leave the
Southwick Church ministry. Over the next 13 years the church was
constantly changing ministers. The History of Southwick Church reads
that there was a settled minister for only one Sunday. During this
time there was much quarreling between the Southwick Church
and the Baptists over property and the Bugbee Road meetinghouse.
Ultimately, this quarrel was resolved when the Baptists built their
own meetinghouse (where Battistoni hardware store was {the store
front next to Dunkin’ Donuts}). The future looked bright when Mr.
Dudley Rossiter was called as minister in November 1815. He
preached for one Sunday and then fell ill and subsequently had to
be dismissed from the role. What luck! Three other minsters were
called to the role and each denied the offer. There is much speculation on what the issue was causing this unrest but no specific reason
is identified. Through all the struggles the church persevered. Committees were formed, funds were raised and business was as usual
as much as possible. The community came together to see the church
through this period. This is a real
testament to the strength of the
Southwick Church that I believe
still remains to this day!
During Christmas week of 1819 the
church called a young graduate of
Middlebury College in Middlebury
Vermont, (the next town over to my hometown!!! ) Mr. Calvin
Foote. He was ordained February 2, 1820. A generous donor in
town, Mr. Richard Dickinson donated two farms, $980.00 (in 1819!)
and fifty acres. One of the farms was sold to Mr. Foote as his homestead. There was also additional construction at the Bugbee Road
meetinghouse to provide horse sheds for the congregation as well
as storage for the hearse, harness and Pall cloth.
This time was known as the “Era of Good Feeling” across the
nation and it appears that same joy was felt in Southwick. The
church had a settled minster and a meetinghouse in good repair.
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There was no longer a struggle between dominations in town. All
was well! Every good story must come to an end though and unfortunately in August 1823 the Bugbee Road meetinghouse and
brand new horse sheds as well as all its contents were entirely
consumed by a fire caused by a suspected lighting strike! This dismal time for Southwick is best described by this quote from Mr.
Gilbert “Gib” Arnold: “The “Era of Good Feeling” for the Town of
Southwick closed as the ashes cooled”.
~Martha Johnson

Continued on p. 11

The Secretary @ Southwick
We are approaching the time of year of gratitude, gifts and
greed. A time when “more” can easily turn into “too much!” How
can I maintain balance, integrity and peace during all this?

I once read this poster in a church basement, “Our talents
are God’s gift to us; how we use them is our gift to God.”
Have you ever thought about the gifts God has given us? I
do, all the time. How many of those gifts have I shut away,
unopened or possibly broken, in a back closet? I know how I feel
when someone I love doesn’t appreciate the gifts I give – it hurts.
How do I imagine God feels when I don’t use the gifts He has
given me?
The first thing to do is find them and dust them off. The next
thing to do is share them with others. Now I can imagine the
smile on God’s face when I open His gifts each day.
I know by experience that I feel better when I share with
others. Whether I am sharing my time, talents, or some money, I
know that it comes back greater than seven times seventy. I don’t
understand how it works, I just know it works.
During this time of year when life can begin to
seem like “too much,” I hope I will remember to
give just a little bit more of myself before I am
asked to. When I think about all I have to do, I will
shift the lens a little and be grateful for all I have.

~Evelyn Dean Casey

Sun
1

Communion
Service 10 AM
Coffee Hour 10:30
OA 3:30 PM

Mon
2
Office open 9-1
Music Together 10
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9 INDIGENOUS PEOPLE’S DAY
Worship
Office Closed
Service 10 AM
Music Together 10
Youth Group 10:15 AM
Coffee Hour 11
OA 3:30 PM

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

3
Office Open 9-1
Bart’s Hours 10-2
Bell Choir 6:30
Boy Scouts 6:30

4
Office Open 9-1
9
Bart’s Hours 10-2
10
Cub Scouts 6:30

5
Office Open 9-1
Bart’s Hours 10-2
Midweek
Service 6:30 PM

6
Office Open 9Henrietta’s Open
Bart’s Hours 10-2
OA Meeting 6-7

7
Henrietta’s Open
9-1

10
Office Open 9-1
Bell Choir 6:30
Boy Scouts 6:30
OA Step Study 7-9

11
Office Open 9-1
9
Bart’s Hours 10-2
10
Cub Scouts 6:30
Voice Choir 7:00

12
Office Open 9-1
Bart’s Hours 10-2
Midweek
Service 6:30 PM

13
Office Open 9Henrietta’s Open
Bart’s Hours 10-2
OA Meeting 6-7
AA Meeting 7:30

14
Henrietta’s Open
9-1

All Church Mtg 8:00
(Bell & Voice choirs)
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16
Office open 9-1
Music Together 10

17
Office Open 9-1
Bart’s Hours 10-2
American Inn
Service 6:30
Bell Choir 6:30
Boy Scouts 6:30
OA Step Study 7-9
Girl Scout Ldrs 7

18
Office Open 9-1
9
Bart’s Hours 10-2
10
Cub Scouts 6:30
Voice Choir 7:00

19
Office Open 9-1
Bart’s Hours 10-2
Midweek
Service 6:30 PM

20 GOLD DOME
ARTICLES DUE
Office Open 9Henrietta’s Open
Bart’s Hours 10-2
OA Meeting 6-7
AA Meeting 7:30

21
Henrietta’s Open
9-1

23
Worship
Office open 9-1
Service 10 AM
Music Together 10
Youth Group 10:15 AM
Coffee Hour 11
OA 3:30 PM

24
Office Open 9-1
Bart’s Hours 10-2
Bell Choir 6:30
Boy Scouts 6:30
OA Step Study 7-9

25
Office Open 9-1
9
Bart’s Hours 10-2
10
Cub Scouts 6:30
Voice Choir 7:00

26
Office Open 9-1
Bart’s Hours 10-2
Fair Share Co-op
Midweek
Service 6:30 PM

27
Office Open 9Henrietta’s Open
Bart’s Hours 10-2
OA Meeting 6-7
AA Meeting 7:30

28
Henrietta’s Open
5:30 Spaghetti
Dinner &
Pumpkin carving

29

31
Office Open 9-1
Bart’s Hours 10-2
Bell Choir 6:30
Boy Scouts 6:30

Worship
Service 10 AM
Coffee Hour 11
OA 3:30 PM

22

Worship
Service 10 AM
Coffee Hour 11
OA 3:30 PM

30
Office open 9-1
Music Together 10

Check us on facebook or
WWW.southwickucc.org daily for
Raffle Winners

Please Remember Food Pantry Donations for those in need, collection is the last Sunday of the month.

