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The season of Easter is upon us! And, of
course, Easter is absolutely central to the life
of the church and to faithful Christians around the world.
Without the new life of Christ’s touch, we are just going
through the religious motions! We need Christ at the heart of
our worship so that, as individuals and as a community of
believers, we too can share in God’s re-creation and God’s
present and coming Kingdom.

Easter is our celebration of this Gospel truth, particularly in the
face of the unbelief of the world. It is our way of celebrating the
truth that Paul stated in 1 Corinthians, "But now Christ has been
raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. For
since by a man came death (Adam), by a man also came the
resurrection of the dead (Jesus). For as in Adam all die, so also in
Christ all shall be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the
first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His coming, then
comes the end, when He delivers up the kingdom to the God and
Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power.”

On the one hand, Easter is the most common of holidays.
We celebrate it every week. That is why we gather for
worship on Sundays. Jesus rose from the grave on a Sunday,
declaring in the most dramatic fashion that our sins were
atoned for and that we are forgiven. On Good Friday, Jesus
said, "It is finished!" On Easter, God the Father said (by
raising Jesus), "It is sufficient, the debt of sin is cancelled, and
you are forgiven!" What other day could we then take for
worship?
All of them were available, and perfectly
serviceable, but Sunday was the day of our Justification, both
the first day of the week, and the eighth day. So we celebrate
Easter every week. Or at least we should.

Nothing expresses our faith like Easter. The death of the Son
of God for us, and on our behalf, which concludes in the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, ending the power of death to keep
anyone dead fills the believer with holy joy. My sins are forgiven
(and yours too!). God is on our side, that is, He loves us and has
our well-being and life in mind whenever He deals with us. The
resurrection of Jesus proves my resurrection
before I get to it, and is the catalyst for my
resurrection. Jesus has taken the Law with
all of its demands out of the way and off of
our shoulders, and simply poured out life
everlasting upon us all and it is in faith that we
live this truth.

Jesus has just opened the door for us, but you and I must
choose to walk through, and we had better stay on the
"straight and narrow" while we do! [Kind of interesting that the
word "straight" in the phrase, was believed to have come from
a misspelling of the word "strait", from Matthew 7:14 "The
strait gate" which meant something very much like "narrow".]
Anyhow, there are rules, and we must learn them and keep
ourselves holy or we cannot enter. Even though Jesus made
it possible, He left us our part to do, too.
By the way, the "strait" gate is Jesus. Jesus said it
Himself, "I am the Way the Truth, and the Life. No man
comes to the Father but through Me." It is narrow because it
is Him and Him alone. It is not straight by reason of how we
must behave and lead an adequately holy life in order to
arrive at eternal life. Jesus already did that. It is a gift to us.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Bart
Calling for Pastoral Care:
If anyone in our church has a family member who is ill,
hospitalized, grieving or moving to a senior living facility, please
be sure to advise the church office. We want to respond with
caring support.
Call the church office at 413-569-6362 or email at
southwickucc@gmail.com

Happy April Birthday
Emily Pitoniak
Melissa Day
Wyatt Baker
Beverly Withington
Barbara Day
Dennis Day Jr
Andrea Warriner
Frank Wolak
Betty West

April 2
April 11
April 12
April 18
April 20
April 22
April 27
April28
April 29

On Sunday, March 19th we welcomed 4 new members into our family.
Kirsten Allhusen discovered Southwick UCC in her backyard
when she went looking for a new church to join. She enjoys reading
and playing with her cats.
Pamela and Joseph Rovelli join us from Agawam Congregational
Church. Pamela called Southwick UCC home when she was a child
and wanted to return. She enjoys sewing and helping out with fundraising. Joe enjoys a good round of golf and woodworking.

Phyliss Martin also called Southwick Congregational Church her
home when she was a child. She already sings
in the choir and will be helping out in the church
office. Phyliss enjoys crocheting, reading, long
walks, camping and cooking.
Hi, my name is Lyn Casey and I am delighted
to be serving you as your new Office Administrator. Thanks to Elaina Lempke, the transition
has been a smooth one. I am a member of the Episcopal Church of
the Atonement in Westfield where I play in the handbell choir and sing
alto in the voice choir. I live in Westfield with my husband, John, and 2
cats. I used to be a research scientist, and now dabble as an author/
illustrator. I hope to have a new children’s book out soon, “Little Brown
Bunny and the Bluebirds’ Nest,” which my mother and I wrote together
and I illustrated. I look forward to getting to know you all.

Stewardship News
Southwick UCC is blessed with an abundance of talent, education, love and stewardship. We are comprised of caring and
generous folks who endlessly contribute time, enthusiasm and
support. This balanced blend comforts, welcomes and enhances
our faith community.
Stewardship is at a time of challenge. We are not so much at
cross-roads as on a path of discovery as we labor to assure the
future of this 250 year old pillar of the Southwick community.
One challenge is the budget approved at the recent Annual
Meeting. Committee expenses were level-funded resulting in
projected expenditures of $149,785 for 2017. Current Stewardship pledges total $76,250 or half of that needed to meet
expenses. Trimming expenses by 50% isn’t feasible, though it
surely would be miraculous if everyone doubled their pledge.
On a positive note, the parsonage has been rented and
fundraisers are ever being planned. Each day brings a new
enthusiasm growing among us.

Prayer Shawl Ministry Group is now Starting
After seeing the need for prayer shawls for local hospitals,
I spoke with Lee Zinnack, and she has graciously opened
her home for any of us who want to get together and
knit…
or crochet prayer shawls.
Our FIRST GATHERING WAS MONDAY MARCH 27th at
7 PM at LEE’s HOME
Our initial thought is that we will meet every other week.
Join us for prayer, fellowship, knitting… oh, and a glass of
wine if you please!
We have not done this before, so we are
open to ideas!
(If you don’t know how to knit, we can teach
you… or you could lead prayer, etc.…)
See you then!
Patti Wood and Lee Zinnack

Notes for 2017 Annual Meeting and following
All Church Committee Meeting Night
We had 42 in attendance....one more than last year!!!
Yeah !!!! As I stated in church last week, I feel there were
three areas of concern… and then great discussion on how
to work on them…
Finance ~ True, we do not have enough funds to fully
support our budget and building. So then, how do we increase the bottom line? It was mentioned that if all pledging
units could increase their pledge by $10 per month ($2.50
per week)… times 70 pledging units (this is my guess)…
gosh, that would come to an additional $8400!!! Whoo hoo! I
went home and increased my pledge by the $10… how
many of you can join me????
Another discussion was our
fundraisers. To that, Diane Orson
and I are starting a focus group
to discuss this topic. The first
meeting was March 23rd at 7
PM at Dianne and Ted’s Home.
I hope you can join us!
The next topic that Dawn Turgeon brought up was How
are we “Feeding our Souls” and our spiritual learning? To
that she has offered and is leading a prayer and silent meditation group following church for 1/2 hour. There were 10 of
us at the first gathering and I found it to be very meaningful.
PLEASE JOIN US IN THE DICKINSON’S ROOM NEXT
SUNDAY!
The third area is how to grow our membership, both
children and adults. This may be our biggest challenge.
Again, I will be starting another focus group to brainstorm
some great ideas that church members have shared with
me and Pastor Bart!
Join us for what I believe will be a Wonderful and Exciting year at Southwick Congregational Church!!!!!
~Patti P Wood

The Youth Group is looking for addresses of any of
those serving in the military. We would like
to send care packages to them a few
times throughout the year. We will also
take any letters or cards from anyone in
the congregation who wants to send wellwishes. You can give these to Ashley
Greco or leave them with the Office.

Notes from the library!
April is poetry Month! We are fortunate to have several
books on poets and their works in our church library. One of the
most outstanding being Emily Dickinson, whose work was published only after her death. Emily spent her entire life in Amherst
Massachusetts. She was born in 1830 in Amherst and died
there in May of 1886.
Emily Loved the Bible, the Brontës, George Eliot, Keats and
Emerson. Her love of hymns remained with her all her life. She
read the Springfield (Mass) Republican every day to keep up
with what was happening in the larger world. Her Home in Amherst is open to this day, and thousands enjoy guided tours.
Her life and six other American poets are featured in “Six
American Poets, an Anthology,” which is available in our church
library.
Wonderful reading! Won’t you be a part of Poetry Month?
~Joyce Arnold

Join Us Holy Week
PALM SUNDAY April 9th
Worship Service 10:00 AM Nursery Available

MAUNDY THURSDAY April 13th
Worship Service 8:00 PM
EASTER SUNDAY April 16th
Sunrise Service at the Church’s Garden
6:00 AM
Worship Service 10:00 AM
Flowering of the Cross Nursery Available

244th Annual Meeting
Southwick Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
February 26, 2017
The meeting was called to order by Moderator Dave Breton
at 11:30 a.m. A count was taken and we had 40 voting members.
The meeting began with a prayer by Pastor Bart. After the
prayer he said his report was complete but noted that Flo Pitoniak
was working toward her ministry degree. He was looking for a
support committee for Flo to encourage her progress. He also
mentioned his sabbatical this summer. He will be using this time,
this summer, for reflection and spiritual reconnection. Filling in for
Bart are Flo Pitoniak, Susanne Hayes, Kirsten Allhousen, and
Beth Struder’s mother.
Board of Deacon’s: Robert Lempke thanked Melissa Day for
all the dedication of the committee.
Flower Committee: Roxanne advised that it would be good if
more people supplied flowers for the altar.
Building and Grounds: Eric Nitsch, Joyce Hamilton and Shirl
Hamilton are retiring from this committee. Their dedication to this
committee goes without saying. Roxanne Cook asked if this committee was responsible for the hiring of the custodian and the answer was yes.
Memorial Gifts: Karen Brzezinski is ordering more stones for
the garden. The cost is $100 plus $50 for engraving.
Pastoral Relations: The membership list is still being worked
on to make sure we have the correct number. This is important
when it comes to dues.
Finance: Beth Studer advised that Ted Orson has the figures
to present. Ted explained the dire straits that this church is in.
Every year there is a deficit, and with reserves, if this pattern persists this Church may have ten or fifteen years. These comments
opened up a lengthy discussion. There were some very impassioned remarks. The fund raisers are a tremendous help. There
were suggestions of an increase of $2.00 a week from all. It was
noted that almost all Churches were in the same state as us. Rich
churches have been sold or closed. A suggestion was made to
form a committee to attend other churches for ideas. The need for
committee members was mentioned. The committees are in a
real need for new members. Many resignations have been re-

ceived due to burn out. It was also pointed out that many of our
members do not attend many of the fundraisers. We all need to do
our share to keep us going.
David Breton directed our attention to the budget and a motion was made and seconded to accept it as presented. Passed
unanimously.
Nominating: Patti Wood presented her list of prospective new
committee members:
Patty Banasik
Board of Deacons
Bob Franzen
Building and Grounds
Donna Sullivan Mission Outreach
Joe Sullivan
Music
Ann Ottalagana Christian Ed
A motion was made and seconded to accept these nominations
Karen Brzezinski brought up an issue we had tabled earlier.
The gift of a parcel of land, Miller’s Hill. This is on Sheep Pasture’s
Road and owned by Howard Miller. This cannot be used for anything and could be a liability. A motion was made and seconded
not to accept the gift.
Please note, there will be a corned beef and cabbage dinner
on March 11, 2017. Hope to see you there.
A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting.
The vote was unanimous at 1:45 p.m.
Before leaving we all held hands and sang “Blest Be the Tie
That Binds.”
Respectfully Submitted,
Eleanor P. Bates, clerk pro temp

Deacons: (7) Dawn Turgeon, Robert Lempke, Patty Banasik, Flo
Pitoniak, Lee Zinnack, NEW Diane Orson is filling in only for the
next two months—she has asked to be taken off for now.
Mission outreach: (6) Valeri Eastwood, Roxanne Cook, Andrea
Warriner, and Donna Sullivan, NEW Roxanne and Donna are cochairs.
Music: (6) Melanie Nitsh, Joyce Paggen, Diane Jennett, Lynn
Coach, Brittany Perras, and Joe Sullivan, NEW Melanie is Chair

All Church Committee Meeting
March 9, 2017
The meeting was called to order by Moderator David Breton at 8:10 pm followed by an opening prayer by Pastor Bart. A motion was made, seconded,
and passed to accept the minutes of the January 2017 All-Church meeting.
The Moderator asked for a report from each committee of their elected chairperson for the coming year:
Missions: Donna Sullivan and Roxanne Cook, Co-Chairs
Music: Melanie Nitsch
Deacons: The Deacon of the Month will be the Committee Chair
Buildings & Grounds: Craig Perras and Dan Warriner
Finance: Elaine Lempke
Pastoral Relations: Roxanne Cook
Christian Education: Ashley Greco
Fundraising: Patti Wood
Nominating: Patti Wood
Memorial Gifts: Karen Brzezinski
Flower: Roxanne Cook
Library: Joyce Arnold
Minister’s Report
New Member Sunday will be held 3/19/17 with 4 new members being accepted. Pastor Bart reported receiving a lot of positive energy and responses after
the annual meeting for ideas for church growth and fellowship. Dawn Turgeon
will be hosting a prayer group following Sunday Services at 11:30 am and everyone is invited to join in. Regarding our financial situation, Pastor Bart suggested that even if everyone gave an additional $2 per week it would make a
big difference in the church finances. Please consider contacting Pastor Bart
to have “Lunch with the Pastor” when you are free to try to make a more personal connection with him. It will also help to see our pastor and members out
in the community. Pastor Bart also reported there will be a wedding at our
church in November.
Deacons
Rob Lempke reported 5 present. Our April All-Church meeting falls on Maundy
Thursday this year, so the April meeting will be moved to the 3rd Thursday of
April, 4/20/17. The Easter Sunrise Service will be held here at our church at 6
am with a continental breakfast offered. The Easter shut-in plants will be available for delivery on Palm Sunday. We will again have the Easter Flowering
Cross Service on 4/16/17. The Deacons have decided to purchase gifts cards
for food, fuel, etc. to be used at the Pastor’s discretion to help those in need.
Pastoral Relations
Roxanne Cook reported the committee met before the Annual Meeting and
have asked Pastor Bart to contact the UCC to see if they can give us guidance
on our fiscal challenges. They are working on coverage for the church during
Pastor Bart’s sabbatical.
Christian Education
Ashley Greco reported she worked on cleaning out the big closet upstairs.

Children’s Sunday this year will be held o 5/21/17. The Youth Group’s Valentine’s Bake Sale was a huge success with $265 being raised. Some of
the funds will benefit a local animal shelter.
Mission-Outreach
Roxanne reported 4 present. The One Great Hour of Sharing collection will
be held 3/26/17. The committee will be allocating $100 for the purchase of
Easter hams for the Southwick Food Pantry. The committee is asking for
Missions donations to be separated out in the budget so the congregation
will be aware of the funds they have to work with. They are planning another Community Day Open House on the 9th or 16th of September and again
would like to ask committees to donate a gift basket to raffle off and are asking for committee representative at the event.
Treasurer’s Report
Ted Orson reported that the parsonage is rented out as of 4/1/17 at our full
asking rental price. Two couples who are friends will be living there.
Finance
Elaine Lempke reported 4 members present. Pledge receipts have been
good which is typical for this time of year. They are asking church members
to send in their $20 UCC annual membership fee.
Fundraising
Patti Wood would like to consider a “spring fling” fundraiser for next year
and possibly another clothing drive with a different vendor. Another idea is
a “meals to go” fundraiser rather than an actual dinner fundraiser at the
church. These have been very successful in other churches. Roxanne
Cook spoke about the need for more church members to support the
church’s fundraisers rather than just members of the community.
Nominating
Patti Wood offered a big thank you to all the new committee members. She
will continue to work on the few committees that still need new members.
Buildings and Grounds
Craig Perras reported 3 members present. They discussed issues with exit
signs around the church building. To bring us up to code per our Fire Dept.
inspection, emergency exit signs will need to be installed in the sanctuary.
Memorial Gifts
Karen Brzezinski reported that 12 new stones have been ordered for the
Memorial Garden.

Music
Melanie Nitsch reported 6 members present. The committee happily welcomed new member Joe Sullivan. Discussion was held on the committee’s
payment of the membership fee for the Handbell Musicians of America as it
relates to our 2017 budget and what funds are currently available for the
voice choir and the handbell choir. The organist’s contract will be signed
and a copy delivered to the Finance Committee. Discussion also held on a
calendar raffle as a fundraiser that the committee would organize for the
benefit of the church’s general fund – most probably to be held in the fall.

Flowers
Roxanne Cook reminded everyone to sign up for the purchase of flowers if
you would like a plant on the altar during the Easter season. All other
palms and Easter flowers have been ordered.
New Business
Virgil Paggen spoke about our approximate $15,000 shortfall in the
budget vs. pledges which averages out to about $300 a week. He
and Roxanne spoke about everyone trying to go a little beyond
what they currently pledge as every little bit helps. Virgil suggested people might want to consider donating occasionally for coffee
hour as it could possibly bring in $1,000 over the course of a year.
Pastor Bart reported that Florence Warriner will turn 105 on 3/19/17.
She is currently in a nursing facility in Brattleboro, VT, and a birthday card would be very much appreciated. The church office has
her current address and her son’s address available.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Melanie Nitsch, Clerk
Executive Board Meeting
March 9, 2017
The meeting was called to order by David Breton, Moderator, at 9:07 p.m.
A motion was made, seconded, and passed unanimously to admit as new
members on 3/19/17: Joseph and Pamela Rovelli, Phyliss Martin, and
Kirsten Allhusen.
Phyliss Martin will be available to help out in the church office when our
Office Administrator, Lyn Casey, is not able to be there.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:12 p.m.
Melanie Nitsch, Clerk

Jan - Bob & Flo
Feb - Lee & Diane
March - Diane & Flo
April - Dawn & Rob
May - Flo & Dawn
June - Rob and Patty

If you would like to have an Easter Plant
placed in the Church for the Easter Service,
please fill in the order form below and
return it to the church office by Wednesday, April
12th. Plant prices are as follows:

Lilies, Tulips, Daffodils & Hyacinths - $10 each
Hydrangeas - $20 each

Name_____________________________________________

In memory of______________________________________
____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

Kind of Flower(s)_________________________________
___________________________________________________
Amount $_________________________________________

Respectfully submitted,

Revised Deacon's Schedule 3/9/17

Easter Flowers

If you prefer to purchase your own flowers, check
July - Lee & Rob
August - Patty & Lee (need subs for
2 weeks)
Sep - Flo & Patty
Oct - Lee & Flo
Nov - Rob & Dawn
Dec - Dawn & Rob

below and use this form for your memorial
information. It must be in the church office by
April 12th to appear in the bulletin. Also, if you
bring your own flowers, they should be in the
sanctuary by April 14th, 2017.
( ) I prefer to purchase my own flowers.

April 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Henrietta’s Open
9-1
2
Communion
Service 10 AM
Coffee Hour 11
OA 3:30 PM
Lent Bible Study 7-8 PM

3
Office Open 9-1

4
Office Open 9-1
Morning Lent Bible
Study 11-12 AM
Boy Scouts 6:30 PM
Bells 6:30 PM

5
Office Open 9-1
9
Cub Scouts 6:30
Voice 7 PM

6
Office Open 9-1
Midweek
Service 6:30 PM

7
Office Open 9-1
OA Meeting 6-7
AA Meeting 7:30

8
Henrietta’s Open
9-1

9
PALM SUNDAY
Worship Service 10 AM
Yth. Group 10:15
Coffee Hour 11
OA 3:30 PM
Bible Study 7-8

10
Office Open 9-1

11
Office Open 9-1
Morning Lent Bible
Study 11-12 AM
Boy Scouts 6:30 PM
Bells 6:30 PM
Prayer Shawl @ Lee’s
7:00 PM

12
Office Open 9-1
9
Cub Scouts 6:30
Voice 7 PM

13
Office Open 9-1
Maundy Thursday
Service 8 PM

14
Office Open 9-11
Henrietta’s Open
OA Meeting 6-7
AA Meeting 7:30

15
Henrietta’s Open
9-1

16
EASTER
Sunrise Service 6 AM
Worship Service 10 AM
Flowering of the Cross
Coffee Hour 11
OA 3:30 PM

17
Office Open 9-1

18
Office Open 9-1
American Inn Service
Boy Scouts 6:30 PM
Bells 6:30 PM

19
Office Open 9-1
9
Cub Scouts 6:30
Voice 7 PM

20
Office Open 9-1
Midweek
Service 6:30 PM
All-Church Mtg.
8 PM (Deacons)

21
Office Open 9-1
Henrietta’s Open
OA Meeting 6-7
AA Meeting 7:30

22
Henrietta’s Open
9-1

23
Worship Service 10 AM
Yth. Group 10:15
Coffee Hour 11
OA 3:30 PM

24
Office Open 9-1
Music Together 10

25
Office Open 9-1
Boy Scouts 6:30
Bells 6:30 PM
Prayer Shawl @ Lee’s
7:00 PM

26
Office Open 9-1
9
Cub Scouts 6:30
Voice 7 PM

27
Office Open 9-1
Midweek
Service 6:30 PM

28
Office Open 9-1
Henrietta’s Open
OA Meeting 6-7
AA Meeting 7:30

29
Henrietta’s Open
9-1

30
Worship Service 10 AM
Coffee Hour 11
OA 3:30 PM

