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I was recently thinking about how great the support has been over recent years by the community,
individuals and local levels of government. As examples we have had financial support from the City of
Milaca, Mille Lacs County, and the townships of Page, Hayland, Milaca, Borgholm, Milo, and Bogus Brook.
We had grants from the Minnesota Historical Society and the Central Mille Lacs County United Way. We
had donations from our members, visitors, and others. We have had donations from a number of our
business members for many years; and I especially wanted to thank Billings Service, Jim’s Disposal and
Peterson-Johnson Funeral home for their membership extending back into the 1990’s.
With this kind of support we have been able to maintain our mission of preserving and sharing
local history, and also have funds available for major repairs and restorations of Milaca’s historic City
Hall - Museum building. This past winter we
have removed the old fluorescent lights and
hung ceiling in our resource room. We
repaired the plaster ceilings and installed
period appropriate lights (donated by Doug
Biza from the thrift store in the old
armory). We removed old carpet and tile
and refinished the floors in the resource
room and in the hall, kitchen, and bathroom
on the ground floor. We replaced some
baseboard and trim that was removed
years ago. We also put in a new stool and
ceramic tile in the ground floor bathroom.
What once appeared cobbled together and
piecemeal now looks fresh and ready for
company!
Newly revealed ceiling and new lights in resource room
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Mark Your Calendars!
Yvonne Cory, “The Apron Lady,” generated rave reviews when she spoke at the Heritage Building at
last year’s county fair. We just had to invite her to help us celebrate ten years in the 1937 WPA building we
now call home!
Yvonne will present "The Charm of the Full-Bib Apron," a history of aprons from 1900 to 1980. She
will share the stories of 60 different aprons and the foods they helped to prepare. The program will be held in
the meeting room at Milaca City Hall from 6:30 - 8:00 on Tuesday, September 19. Refreshments will be
served.
Look for other special events in the Museum during the week of Sept. 18-23. If you have a vintage
apron that the Museum can borrow for a special exhibit inside the Museum, please contact Jackie Youngberg or
Leslie Anfinson (983-3749) or bring it to the Museum. Please label it with your name and its "apron story".

Encourage your County Commissioner to support history in Mille Lacs County by
increasing the budget for county historical organizations.
Contact information can be found at www.co.mille-lacs.mn.us/board

School Outreach Gets Better and Better
Our interactions with the schools become more meaningful every year, as connections with staff
and students are strengthened. Years ago, museum field trips were a diversion on the last day of school.
As we have learned more about curricular needs and demonstrated our ability to respond with
meaningful resources, we have noticed a difference. Students are more engaged and have a better
understanding of the context history gives them. Teachers are more forthcoming with ideas for
improvements and are clearly teaching content that dovetails with the stories we are telling.
This April we took the history cart to second grade classrooms in Milaca, where we talked about
technological change in telecommunications, energy production, and household chores – a lot to cover in
20 minutes! Since we can only carry so much, we asked the students to do a lot of imagining: hand pumps
for drawing water, hot woodstoves, laundry boilers full of sudsy water. We revisited these themes and
more in May at the museum, still asking the students to use their imaginations. But in the meantime they
also visited the Oliver Kelley Farm, where they didn’t have to imagine wood heat and hand pumps – they
could see and feel, and the stories we’d been telling were made more real.
Second graders move on to the third grade with a better understanding of changes that have
happened in the world they inhabit, right here in Milaca. And in the third grade, we get to help them learn
to look at their surroundings and learn from what they see, with a walking tour of the museum, depot and
Trimble Park. What did these places look like in the past? Seeing familiar things in a new way helps make
their world a bigger place.
Seventh grade social studies students also visit the museum in the spring, going deeper into the
museum exhibits. They were tasked with finding specific items on display, and answering questions
about them. Connections of past and present, Milaca and the wider world, were reinforced.
What a privilege it has been to be invited to participate in our children’s education!

See the handout created for second graders and their families on pages 3 and 4.
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Old News:

How Has Milaca Changed?
When the railroad was built across this area, much of the
land was forests and
marshes. Most settlers made
a living cutting down trees or
sawing logs at the mill.
Others started businesses to
serve these people, such as
general stores, banks, cafés,
and laundries.
Milaca's lumber mill

24 years later, the nearby forests were gone and the mill
was torn down. But people had been clearing land to farm and
found it was a good place to raise milk cows. Milaca became
one of the biggest makers of butter in Minnesota, and for 80
years farming and stores that sold things to farmers were the
main businesses in Milaca. Bock, Foreston and Pease also had
creameries and stores to serve farmers.
It is now more difficult for small farms to support
families, so today Milaca is home to people doing many kinds
of jobs, some of whom drive to work outside the area.

Kitchen stove

How people live day to day
has changed, too. A hundred
years ago most people got water
from a well, using a hand pump.
They cooked and heated using
wood or coal stoves. Even when
the power plant began making
electricity, there were few
appliances to help make work
easier. Electricity was not
available in many rural areas for
another thirty or forty years.
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1882 The railroad was
built through what is now
Milaca. A large lumber
mill was also built.
People built houses and
stores and a town was
born!
August 1892 The
Milaca mill sawed
2,107,446 feet of pine.
1901 The first telephone
in Milaca was installed,
connecting lumber mill,
lumber company office,
and Arlington Hotel.
1903 A hundred
customers could use
Milaca’s telephone
system.
June 1906 The last log
went through the Milaca
mill. The mill was later
torn down.
June 1907 The farmer’s
creamery in Milaca
began operation, and
made dairy products
until the 1980s.
1908 Milaca’s power
plant started making
electricity.
1926 1,146,610 pounds
of butter were made at
Milaca’s creamery.
1967 Dial phones were in
use in Milaca.
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In the home, the stove was used to heat water, cook
food, and warm the house. Oil lamps provided light. Muscles
powered many tools that are now run by electricity. And there
were no televisions or computers.
Telephones changed life in the country by allowing
people to stay in touch with one another more easily. Not
everyone was in an area where they could get a telephone, but
often they’d have phones before electricity. Until 1967, calls in
Milaca had to be made through a switchboard where telephone
operators worked. Wires connected phones, and there were no
answering machines. There were certainly no apps!
Many things have changed over the last 130 years. Come
to the Milaca museum and find out more!

Milaca's telephone operators

Visit Milaca’s past – come to the Milaca Museum!
Milaca Museum Open Hours
FREE ADMISSION!

April-October

FREE ADMISSION!

Wednesday 1 – 5 p.m.
Thursday 1 – 5 p.m.
Friday
1 – 5 p.m.
Saturday
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Or by appointment

145 South Central Ave., Milaca
320.982.1212
museum@milaca.net

Historic Museum Building + Logging + Dairy Farming + School Days + Military + Small Towns
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What Was Happening in Mille Lacs County in 1917?
The Heritage Building at the 2017 Mille Lacs County Fair will focus on events of one hundred
years ago. Having set up a timeline for the 125th anniversary of the Fair last year, the county History
Alliance will focus on events big and small, surprising and surprisingly familiar, in the important year 1917.
This year’s County Fair will run from August 9
through 13 at the county fairgrounds in Princeton. Once
What was happening in 1917?
again we will be showing children how to make butter on
 The US Congress passed a prohibition
Day Care Day, Thursday morning. This year’s exhibit will
amendment – but Mille Lacs was already
include a foot locker with World War I era items. Local
dry!
men participated in that war, and the huge conflict in
 Great Northern agreed to build a new
Europe affected many aspects of life here at home as well.
Depot in Milaca – then delayed.
The Mille Lacs County Fair Heritage Building is
 The US entered The Great War.
presented by the Mille Lacs County History Alliance, a
 Milaca’s new sewer system would cost
cooperative effort of the county’s three historical societies:
about $1900.
Milaca Area Historical Society, the Mille Lacs County
 Women’s right to vote was being debated.
Historical Society (Princeton), and the Mille Lacs Lake
 The war was impacting Billy Bennett’s
Historical Society (Isle). Each organization serves a
travelling show.
community and has a different focus, and together
… and much, much more! different
we work to preserve and share the heritage of Mille Lacs
County. If you want to join in this fun and interesting
opportunity to share history at the fair, contact Leslie Anfinson (983-3749). For more information on the Fair,
go to www.millelacscountyfair.com.

Contact us!
Milaca Area Historical Society
Street address: 145 S. Central Ave.
Mailing address: PO Box 144
Milaca, MN 56353
Phone: 320-982-1212
Email: museum@milaca.net
Website: milacamuseum.org
Find us on Facebook
Tom Sauer, President
982-6603, tysauer@milaca.net
Jere Day, Vice-Pres, 983-3325, jlazyday@frontiernet.net
Lynn Kent, Treasurer 983-3155, lynnkent@frontiernet.net
Ann Johnson, Secretary, 983-6391, johnson.ann.louise@gmail.com
Leslie Anfinson, Vice Secretary, 983-3749, cairoleslie@gmail.com
Karen Schlenker, Newsletter, Curator 983-3586, jkarschlen@gmail.com
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New in the Collection – Or Still Being Processed






Hundreds – thousands? – of photos of school activities, community events, 4H and homemaker club
events.
More scrapbooks!
Family history books.
Garments spanning the history of the Milaca Mills clothing factory.
Business memorabilia.

MAHS Long Term Members (Since before 2000)
Thank you so much!
Donald & Clara Asp
Kathy Berland
Billings Service
Ruth & John Boggs
Mary Jane Bridge
Jim & Roxy Gerads
Shawn & Cheryl Hewitt
Jim’s Mille Lacs Disposal

Lynn Kent
Carole Kujath
Rick & Lynne Olson
Peterson Johnson Funeral Home
Karen & John Schlenker
Wes & Sue Siemers
Julia Swalboski – founding member,
May 1984

(If we missed your name please call Tom at 320-982-6603 or email Tom at tysauer@milaca.net)

MAHS Really Appreciates Our 2017 Business Members!
All-Aboard Travel
Bemis Truck Service
Billings Service
Blue Moon Saloon
First National Bank of Milaca
Fransen Decorating
Harris Hardwoods
Jim’s Mille Lacs Disposal
Koch’s Hardware Hank

Milaca Area Chamber
Milaca Depot Floral
Mille Lacs County DAC
Molacek Family Eyecare
NAF Enterprises
Rum River Stucco
Peterson Johnson Funeral Home
Sailors Allen Law
Wade Demolition & Salvage
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Please be a MAHS Member!
Please consider joining or renewing your Milaca Area Historical
Society membership in 2017. We have been preserving historical
photos, items, and information for over 30 years. To make the process
simple for you, there is a tear-off form below. Please check the box 
preceding your desired membership category (see below). Then
send your dues to our address below.
We thank you for your interest in helping us achieve our goals of
helping our members and our community discover and preserve the
heritage of the Milaca area.
Jere Day
Milaca's barrel factory
Vice-President/Membership Chair
___________________________________________________________________________

2017 Membership in the Milaca Area Historical Society

___________________________________________________________________________
Dues January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2017
Send to MAHS, PO Box 144, Milaca, MN 56353
Date ___________
*** Please check box(es) below ***
MAHS membership categories









Student/ Senior
Single
Two Seniors
Family
Sustaining
Patron
Business/Organization

Enclosed is my check # __________

$ 5.00
$ 10.00
$ 10.00
$ 15.00
$ 30.00
$ 60.00
$ 30.00

for 2017 membership dues $ __________
I’d like to add a donation $ __________
My total is $ ___________

MAHS is a 501(c)3 nonprofit so your TOTAL is tax deductible)
Name/s _________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________ city/state/zip ___________________
Phone: _________________________ E mail: ________________________________




Please mail me the MAHS Newsletter (paper format)
Please email my newsletter
I would like to receive email notice of monthly meetings
7

MAHS News

Summer 2017

MAHS
PO Box 144
Milaca MN 56353

Don’t forget these upcoming happenings
Summer/Fall 2017
 Mille Lacs County Fair August 9-13
o Come to the Heritage Building!
 The Charm of the Full Bib Apron
o September 19, 6:30 – 8:00 p.m., City Hall Meeting
Room.
o Sixty aprons from 1900-1980 with presentation by
Yvonne Cory.
⁕Fun!⁕
⁕History⁕
⁕Refreshments⁕
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