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Notes from the President

By Tom Sauer,
MAHS President

On behalf of the Milaca Area Historical Society, I want to say
“Thanks for everything”. The museum can only stay open and continue to operate because of the
support of a number of individuals and groups.
The City of Milaca, Mille Lacs County, the townships of Bogus Brook, Borgholm, Hayland,
Milaca, Milo, and Page have all lent their support in money or in-kind donations for a number of years.
The Central Mille Lacs United Way has also awarded us grants in recent years. We do have 236
members whose dues are a major source of income. In addition many of our members and friends have
been very generous with donations.
It is the “boots on the ground” of course that allow us to continue. We have had many wonderful
volunteers over the years. These past 12 months the following people have been able to help the
organization by putting in a collective 2200 hours of their time and energy. The active MAHS
volunteers of 2015 were: Betty Anderson, Mary Anderson, Bob and Marilyn Anderson, Leslie Anfinson,
Ardy Becklin, Mark Boggs, John and Ruth Boggs, Janet Burklund, Dorothy Cravens, Jere Day, Linda
Fredrickson, Kathy Hoeck, Ann Johnson, Leah Kelton, Lynn Kent, Phyllis Kurre, Jack Palmer, Dean
Peterson, Marian Peterson, Larry and Shirley Rosenberg, Pete Salhstrom, Tom and Yvonne Sauer,
Karen Schlenker, Barbara Shaw, Frank and Jan Vetsch, and John and Jackie Youngberg.
MAHS says a hearty “THANK YOU”.

Visit the Hall of Fame
Did you know that there’s a Hall of Fame at Milaca High School? The Hall of Fame committee
has been at work since 2009, recognizing MHS graduates, district employees, and Milaca community
members. Those whose contributions have been recognized (there are 31 so far) range from John
Kuether and Belle Bennett to more recent grads Gigi Chawla and Suzanne Warmanen. There is a nice
display in the school’s main lobby (inside the flag doors) between the gym entrances. Visit and learn
about talented Milacans!
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Thank you, Museum Volunteers!
The Milaca Area Historical Society functions with 100% volunteer labor! How do you say
"thank you" to hours and hours of volunteer help? With coffee and bars, of course!
On November 10, the MAHS hosted a "Thank You Coffee" to acknowledge the many hours volunteers
give to operate the Museum and oversee the workings of the MAHS. Sixteen volunteers came, enjoyed
treats, shared why they enjoy spending time at the Museum and provided ideas to improve their
experiences.
Why do community members volunteer at the Museum? Well, it's FUN!
Visiting with the guests that come into the Museum and the conversations that ensue add depth to the
experience and to the history of the community. It is also rewarding to help guests with their research
on family or questions about the community. Volunteering at the Museum also provides opportunity to
do your own research.
The MAHS also asked for ideas to improve the volunteer experience.
 A safe place for purses and a place to hang coats would help.
 Simple markers to hold the space when books are taken off shelves in the Research Room.
Knowing where things are in the Museum.
 Knowing some history of the displays would add to the experience.
 There were suggestions for new themes including agriculture, homemaking and medicine.
 Lastly was the suggestion for a computer volunteers could use to locate items in storage.
There are many ways to volunteer. One is to help at the Museum during the open hours April
through October. There will be a workshop/training in March and again in June for volunteers and
community members who would like to learn more about volunteering at the Museum. Please look for
more information presented at the February meeting and on the Museum website: milacamuseum.org.
Other volunteer opportunities include:
 helping to collate the newsletter,
 spring cleaning in late March or early April,
 helping at the County Fair in August. The 2016 theme for the Mille Lacs County Fair will be
agriculture in honor or of the 125th anniversary of the Fair.
 come to the MAHS meetings. Meetings are held on the fourth Tuesdayof the month, January
through October, and begin at 6:30. They are held in the Community Room at Milaca City
Hall. Our next meeting will be January 26, 2016.
 lastly, consider sharing your talents by becoming a board member.
Many thanks to the many volunteers who make things happen at the Milaca Museum. You are
wonderful and greatly appreciated! Without you, there would not be a Milaca Museum!
MAHS Officers 2016
Tom Sauer, President 982-6603, tysauer@milaca.net
Jere Day, Vice-Pres, 983-3325, jlazyday@frontiernet.net
Lynn Kent, Treasurer 983-3155, lynnkent@frontiernet.net
Ann Johnson, Secretary, 983-6391, alj1941@yahoo.com
Leslie Anfinson, Vice Secretary, 983-3749, cairoleslie@gmail.com
Karen Schlenker, Newsletter, Curator 983-3586, jkarschlen@gmail.com

Museum phone – 320-982-1212
Museum email - museum@milaca.net
Website http://milacamuseum.org

Winter 2016

MAHS News

3

Microfilm Project: Saving the Times

Ann Johnson, Secretary and
Preservation of area history ranks as a top priority for our
Microfilm Project Leader
organization. The Milaca Museum’s microfilm library includes most
copies of the Mille Lacs County Times. A number of gaps exist, however, including almost five years of
issues in the early-to-mid 1950’s along with the very first issues of the Times, beginning in August,
1892. MAHS board members have been aware of these breaches and recognize the importance of
rectifying this before these newspapers deteriorate completely.
ECM Publishers in Princeton holds the missing issues and has generously given permission for
MAHS to proceed with a project to have them microfilmed. An application for a Minnesota Historical
and Cultural Heritage Grant has been submitted to the Minnesota Historical Society to fund the project.
MAHS expects that upon approval of the grant, the project’s completion date will be early summer, at
which time our collection will include all existing issues, from the first issue in 1892 through 2008. A
master copy will be held by the Minnesota Historical Society, insuring that the information contained in
these issues will be available to the community far into the future.

Mukluks to Motors:
Our 2015 County Fair Exhibit

By Leslie Anfinson, Vice Secretary
and Fair Committee Chair

“Mukluks to Motors” was the name of the exhibit at the 2015 Mille Lacs County Fair,
August 6th - 9th. While there were fewer visitors to the Heritage Building than previous years (due to
rain!!!), a total of 419 fair goers came into the exhibit and 24 volunteers from Isle, Milaca, and Princeton
manned the show. The work began long before the fair with the Mille Lacs History Alliance meeting in
April to plan a coordinated exhibit. That meeting led to a refreshed Heritage Building. President Tom
Sauer helped hang chip board and paint the interior with paint donated by the Fair Board. It looked so
fresh, and hanging pictures was a breeze on the new walls. A new sign was hung above the door
identifying it as the Mille Lacs History Alliance’s exhibit.
The exhibit showed visitors the history of
transportation in Mille Lacs County through various forms
of travel including shoes, swamp shoes, horse and buggies,
railroads, automobiles and airplanes. The Isle and
Princeton museums brought items with the same theme.
The Exhibit could not have been done without the
help of Milaca Museum board and members who gave so
much of their time. Our curator, Karen, was so valuable
identifying pieces that would provide a story to the theme.
One fun story included shoes, shoe lasts and the sign from
Dahlstrom’s shoe repair shop. Our president, Tom helped
before during and after with the heavy stuff, making copies
of books, sharing his knowledge of past fairs and preparing
the Heritage Building. Members helped before and during
the fair getting items ready for display and welcoming
visitors to our exhibit at the fair. A very special thank you
to our members who helped either before or during the fair
– or BOTH: Jan and Frank Vetsch, Betty Anderson,
Janet Burklund, Peter Sahlstrom, Carol Kragt, and
Shoes on shoe lasts, ready to be repaired
Ardy Becklin!
Thank you to all the board members who helped:
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Tom Sauer, Jere Day, Ann Johnson and Karen Schlenker. Lynn Kent made a special new book for the
Fair about the stopping places along the tote road. Thank you, Lynn!
While we tried to think through all the problems we might encounter, a post-fair meeting on
August 18 of everyone who worked at the fair provided these suggestions for next year:
 No rain – roof leaked and rain hindered attendance (we think)
 Separate reading table for books with good reading light
 Parking and passes were improved but still need easier access
 Try to attract younger visitors – 30’s, 40’s ages as well as school age
 Welcome table off to side of the entrance – card size table will do
Some things we will do again:
 Use a counter/clicker instead of having visitors sign in
 Volunteer schedule worked great – good to know who was coming when. We are blessed
with GREAT volunteers from Milaca.
 Exhibit was organized and provided opportunities for questions - you could start at either
end and appreciate the exhibit.
 Tell interesting historical stories
If you have a thought about our participation at the fair please feel free to share with any board
members or the Museum’s email: museum@milaca.net.
A modified version of the exhibit has been displayed at the Milaca Senior Dining Site in the high
rise apartments and at Milaca City Hall. We hope to take it to other locations.
Get ready for 2016! It’s the Fair’s 125th anniversary. Our theme will be:
The History of Agriculture in Mille Lacs County!

MAHS News and Notes
Township meetings coming in March
March 8, 2016 is Township Day, with annual township meetings taking place across the state.
MAHS has been receiving financial support from neighboring townships, but this support doesn't just
happen – we have to ask for it! If you live in rural Milaca, please participate in local government by
attending your township meeting. And if you plan to attend your meeting, please contact MAHS officers
and tell them you will speak for MAHS's funding request.

MAHS in the schools
Once again we are looking forward to hosting the 2nd grade field trip to the museum, a 3rd grade
walking tour, and visits from 7th grade social studies classes. These will happen in April or May, and
are always rewarding interactions. We encourage members to help out with a variety of tasks.
Jere Day has also put together a Traveling History Cart, which we took to Milaca Elementary
School's 2nd grade last year. We will continue to develop this to bring it in line with curriculum needs,
and hope to make presentations to students, at many grade levels, in their classrooms.
Contact Jere Day or Karen Schlenker if you'd like to help with any of these programs.

Remembering Departed Friends
Eileen McBroom and Martha Norrgard passed away this year. These women, each in her own
way, were great contributors to MAHS. Eileen’s articles, reminiscences, and donations of documents
helped us to better understand many aspects of life in mid-20th century Milaca. And Martha was the goto person on all things Swedish, translating for us as well as donating interesting objects and family
histories. We will miss them both.

Please renew your MAHS membership! Membership form is on page 7.
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Who's Who at MAHS: Tom Sauer
Tom Sauer has been President of MAHS for… a very long time. He
has been a jack-of-all-trades – and master of all, everything from
minor building repairs and maintenance, to research, to outreach.
I went to grade and high school in St Cloud and
received my BS and MS at St. Cloud State University. I, and
my wife Yvonne, have lived in the City of Milaca for 49 years.
We raised our five children here and saw them graduated
from MHS. I also taught high school chemistry and other
science classes at MHS for 34 years and was on numerous
school committees. Since retirement, I have kept busy
volunteering on a number of community organizations’
boards, at St. Mary’s Church, and at the Milaca Area Historical Society and Museum. I have
served as president of MAHS and am beginning my 12th year in that capacity.
My interests are history, movies, music, science, reading, and travel. We also spend as
much time as we can with our children and grandchildren ages one to 22 years.

From the Collection

By Karen Schlenker

Volunteer Curator
There is so much to be thankful for again in 2015. As of the end of 2015,
we’ve entered 47 accessions (separate donations of one or more items) and I’ve
entered into the catalogue 433 items – and I’m still far from catching up! (More on this later.)
It’s so interesting to see how the donations build on one another, as well as start new lines of
inquiry. Some donations are huge, bringing us boxes of “stuff.” Among these are audio and video
recordings of MHS choral music from Darwin Bruesewitz’ family; Ansmits family photos and artifacts
from Jerry Bruggeman (to add to a previously acquired Ansmits collection from Todd Hoffman); many
photos and papers from the Adolph Johnson family… The list goes on.
Sometimes the donation of just a few items fills in gaps in our understanding of other holdings.
You never know what will bring the “Aha!” As my grandkids would say about things far less engaging,
“It’s all good!”
As noted above, I am so far behind in processing these gifts! And another increasingly serious
issue in collections management: STORAGE! We don’t have enough space! There’s a chicken-and-egg
situation here. I keep thinking “When I’ve caught up we’ll have a better handle on space needs, and can
start really digging in and solving problems.” It’s clear that we have things in the collection that don’t
really relate to Milaca history; things that are duplicates or are in very bad condition; things that we may
not ever be able to meaningfully use. How much storage space – and collections clarity – would this
cold, hard look at the collection give us? Maybe not as much space as we’d wish, but any clarity is a
plus. And a better grip on storage would make processing new items go more smoothly.
Be that as it may, we’re hoping for progress, with the museum closed and the quieter months
upon us. It’s difficult to see how we could distribute some of this work to more volunteers, but we’ll
certainly be looking at that.
In the meantime, we appreciate the patience of members and donors as we work to make the
collection and the Historical Society more available and meaningful to everyone.
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From the Record: Milaca Business in 1928
Some very interesting things came to us from the family of Leonard and
Gladys Paulson. Among the gems were two studies, one on Milaca youth
done in 1951, another on Milaca’s business climate. The latter was
commissioned by Milaca’s Lions Club, and was done by the Dickstone
Organization of Chicago November 8, 9, and 10, 1928. It provides a very
interesting picture of Milaca at that time. Here is one of the tidbits of
information from that study. (Accompanying illustration is an
advertisement from the Mille Lacs County Times, 8 November 1928.)

RETAIL STORES
There are 47 retail establishments, with 58 retail outlets as follows:
2 – Auto tire shops
2 – Hardware
4 – Automobile agencies
and
2 – Barber shops
implement stores
1 – Bakery
2 – Jewelers
3 – Cafes
2 – Lumber yards
1 – Confectionary shop
2 – Meat markets
2 – Department or General
2 – Millinery shops
stores
4 – Men’s furnishings stores
2 – Drug stores
3 – Oil and gas stations
1 – Dry goods store
2 – Pool halls
2 – Furniture stores
1 – Radio store
3 – Garages
1 – Tailor shop
4 – Grocery stores
2– Variety stores
1 – Harness shop
*

*

*

1 – Newspaper
1 – Mortician
3 – Banks

1 – Hotel
2 – Chain stores

*
*
*
Of these stores there are
9 – selling men’s wear, only one of which is
exclusive;
7 – selling women’s wear, none exclusive;

6 – selling groceries, only one of which is
exclusive;
5 – selling shoes, none exclusive.

MAHS appreciates our 20 business members
All-Aboard Travel/Travel Leaders
Billings Service
Blue Moon Saloon
Ethan Allen Law Office
First National Bank of Milaca
Fransen Decorating
Harris Hardwoods
Heggies Pizza
Jims Mille Lacs Disposal
Koch Hardware

Milaca Chamber of Commerce
Mille Lacs County DAC
Milaca Local Link
Milaca Township
Molacek Family Eyecare
NAF Properties
Peterson Johnson Funeral Home
Rum River Realty
Town & Country Finance
United Country Real Estate
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Please be a MAHS Member!
Please consider joining or renewing your Milaca
Area Historical Society member ship in 2016. We have
been preserving historical photos, items, and information
for over 30 years. To make the process simple for you,
there is a tear-off form below. Please check the box 
preceding your desired membership category (see
below). Then send your dues to our address below.
We thank you for your interest in helping us achieve
our goals of helping our members and our community
discover and preserve the heritage of the Milaca area.
Early Milaca Movers and Shakers

Jere Day
Vice-President/Membership Chair

Dues January 1, 2016 through December 31, 2016
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------2016 Membership in the Milaca Area Historical Society
[ Send to MAHS, PO Box 144, Milaca, MN 56353 ]
Date ___________
*** Please check box(s) below ***
MAHS membership categories








Student/ Senior
Single
two Seniors
Family
Sustaining
Patron
Business/Organization

$ 5.00
$ 10.00
$ 10.00
$ 15.00
$ 30.00
$ 60.00
$ 30.00

Enclosed is my check # __________
for 2016 membership dues $ __________
I’d like to add a donation $ __________
My total is $ ___________

MAHS is a 501(c)3 nonprofit so your TOTAL is tax deductible)
Name/s _________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________ city/state/zip ___________________
Phone: _________________________ E-mail: ________________________________




Please mail me the MAHS Newsletter (paper format)
Please email my newsletter
I would like to receive E-mail notice of monthly meetings

MAHS
PO Box 144
Milaca, MN 56353

Join us 26 January 2016
Or for any of our regular MAHS meetings!
4th Tuesday each month
January through October
Note The Time!

6:30 p.m.

Note The Time!

At the Milaca City Center
Council Chambers
255 First Street E.
Participate in fun and fellowship with
the Milaca Area Historical Society!

