P.O. Box 173, Gap, PA 17527-0173
PURPOSE: "TO DISCOVER, GATHER, AND PRESERVE OUR HISTORY FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS"

NEWSLETTER
Issue 23, Spring 2016

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE: Greetings to our membership and community. As we head into the peak of spring
and the warmth of summer, we have had a lot of activity within our organization. We recently sold the Kennedy
House. Our decision came as a result of many needed repairs and expenses to get the house ready for us to use.
We also have had several discussions about the practicality of the house, ideally knowing that it and the
property would not meet our needs at the end of the renovation. The property was sold through auction. It has
been purchased by neighboring Houston Run Properties. We thank Houston Run for purchasing the parcel.
We continue to seek a property with a house that will serve as our museum, house the many artifacts and
treasures that we have stored, provide community use space as well as room for our meetings and points of
interest events. Room for adequate parking is the other important factor as we search for a new location. If you
have any ideas, we would be happy to listen to your thoughts and value your input.
As we move into the summer we are planning our annual picnic on June 16, 2016. It’s a fun time to connect and
fellowship with our members and board of directors. This event is when we induct our elected officials for the
organization. Please visit our website for details about the picnic. www.salisburytwphistory.org
There will be more events on the horizon for members and community participation. Our desire is to grow
awareness about The Historical Society of Salisbury Township as well as our community and heritage. We would
love the opportunity to talk with you more about the future of our organization. Volunteers are essential parts
of making events happen. Without volunteers and their expertise, we are unable to bring events and
opportunities to engage the general community. We also would love to have more folks join our membership as
well as leadership roles in the organization. Please consider joining us at whatever level you find yourself being
able to serve.
Thanks for your ongoing encouragement and support. It is exciting to work with the community as we preserve
and cherish the heritage that makes our township so special. Please know that it takes a community to serve a
community and that together we can do a better job than any one of us can alone. Thank you and blessings for a
safe and healthy summer.
– Rodney Smoker, President
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BBQ, Books & Bargains Event
On Friday & Saturday, May 20th & 21st, The Society held its first 2016 event – and a first-time experiment.
We partnered with the White Horse Fire Company for their annual Chicken BBQ with a book sale and a flea
market.
Books came from donations – including
two larger, multi-car-load lots from
Chester County estates. We estimated
that there were 4000-5000 books for sale,
and over 1000 CDs & LPs. It took us two
days to sort the books into categories – at
the end of which we were all a bit crosseyed!
While it was a bit rainy that weekend, the book sale grossed over $2200 in total sales (of which $1520 was
during the two day event, the balance were prior private sales), and the Flea Market took in $560.00. The
Society had space of its own under the tent – selling coffee & donuts, and Society books.
Due to a Ronald McDonald charity auction that was
held on the site the following week, we were able to
use their multiple (and large) tents – which turned
out to be necessary on the day!
Total profit, after advertising and other expenses,
was $1585.22.

Leftover books have been donated to the Mennonite
Historical Society in Lancaster, for their annual book
sale in August.
Many thanks to the Event Committee – Andi & Mike Lingenfelter, Paul Herr, Sherry Bagshaw, Anna &
Leonard Groff, Anna Mast, and Brett Snyder.
And many, many thanks to the White Horse Fire Company for the use of their facility, and for letting us
participate in their event. Chicken was sold out by 2PM!
We’ve decided to try this again next year, with a new lot of books. If you have any such donations
throughout the year, please contact Brett Snyder at sales@pastpaper.com, or 717-442-1277.
-- Brett Snyder
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ONE ROOM PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF SALISBURY TOWNSHIP
This important historical project, which began in earnest this past January, has netted many fascinating
stories of rural school days in the mid-20th century, and before. While most of Salisbury Township’s one
room schools closed in 1916-17 when the Gap Centralized School was built, many did not close until the
late 1950’s. One not until 1962!
A display of the township schools with their teacher history attracted large
interest at the Mennonite Historical Society Conference in April, and again at
the annual Pequea Valley Alumni Association dinner later that month. Many
who saw the display offered their names and connections for interviews.
With a long list of willing story-tellers to interview, this project should keep
me busy for a long time. A few of the stories come from memories of high jinx their parents perpetrated.
Many report their own encounters with school discipline. A remarkable number of memories include
loving tales of teacher kindness. Interviews last about an hour, with return meetings to review for accuracy.
Many of the interested storytellers also get out their school
photos and memorabilia. Some
are photocopied and returned
but much is donated to the
Historical Society.
I am anxious to hear YOUR
story. If you would be willing
to share your family memories,
especially if they include
trudging through huge snow
drifts, (for school was never
cancelled), please contact me
(Leona Baker) at 717-442-4071
or fusser29369@mypacks.net.
—Leona Baker

ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS OF THE KENNEDY TENANT HOUSE
The Museum Committee voted to have architectural as-built drawings made of the Kennedy Tenant House
at 5264 Lincoln Highway, Gap. The work was completed by Mark C. Myers Architects, Inc. of Downingtown,
PA. They photographed and measured the existing structure and prepared as-built drawings. The drawings
were prepared in digital format.
- Paul Herr

TAKE A LOOK AT OUR WEBSITE: www.salisburytwphistory.org AND
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US ON FACEBOOK!

AUGUST SUB SALE & BAKE SALE
Announcing our first annual sub sale and bake sale, Saturday, August 20th. We are now accepting pre-sales.
$3.50 for an American sub or $4.50 to include chips and a drink. To order call 717-768-8373. We are also
accepting donations of baked goods to be sold benefitting the Historical Society of Salisbury Township.
Please call if you are able to make something to donate.

GENEALOGY CORNER
Tidbits and Connections
*We get many requests on our website from researchers who are looking for us to supply much needed
connections. There are some questions that we can answer, and if it is of general interest we will print it
here as an interesting tidbit for you. If you can help provide information or if you need some help with your
research, please email Leona Baker at fusser29369@mypacks.net or at 717-442-4071. Please remember to
leave your contact information including email if you have it.*
LOOKING FOR INFO:
We have someone searching for info about Adam D Wright (1806-1876), his life, his parents, etc. Adam D.
Wright came from Salisbury Township and was married to a Charity Gault. It would be great to find out
more info on the Galts / Gaults too.
Jan Zerfoss is looking for any information on the surnames Walton, Hart, or Bartley from the Gap area. Also
is looking for a list/s of tenants of Kennedy Tenant House.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Condolences to Sue Fergesen, active member of the Society, on the passing of her beloved father in
October, 2015.
Our condolences to the family of Rev. Gregory Dimick, Pequea E.C. Church, who passed away on February
23, 2016.

MONTHLY MEETING CALENDAR
BOARD MEETINGS: The Board of Directors has six meetings a year to better address the business matters
of the Society. They meet the second Thursday of February, April, June, August, October, and December at
7 p.m. at the Township building. All members are always welcome to attend these meetings. Members may
address issues of their own to the Board after first notifying the President of their intent one week before
the meeting. The issue in question will be given 10 minutes at any one meeting, tabled until the next
meeting if necessary due to time.

FALL 2016
September 15: First-hand Account of Tornado. Speaker: Mr.Eby. He will be sharing photos as well as the
family’s experiences both during and after the tornado: the damage, the repairs and rebuilding.
October 20: Historical Postcards and Photos of Salisbury Township. Speaker: Herb Fisher
November 17: To Be Announced
December: Annual Society Christmas Dinner – Time and Place To Be Announced
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF SALISBURY TOWNSHIP PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE
History of Salisbury Township, Lancaster Co, PA by Joan Lorenz - $25.00
Clemson, Buckley, Stoltzfus Property on the Pequea by Joan Lorenz - $2.00
Buena Vista Revisited by A. Groff and J. Lorenz - $8.00
The Jacob Mast Family of Salisbury Twp. by Anna Skiles - $4.00
White Horse Revisited by Dale Frankhouser - $15.00
Ancestry and Descendants of Nathan E. Howe by Allen Beiler and Diane Pechart - $24.00
The Wolf Man of Kane, Pennsylvania by Nancy A. Avolese - $15.00
Black Minqua: The Life and Times of Henry Green by Anita L. Wills - $23.00
Pieces of the Quilt: The Mosaic of an African American Family by Anita L. Wills - $23.00
Notes and Documents of Free Persons of Color: Four Hundred Years of an American Family's History, Revised
Edition by Anita L. Wills - $23.00
Reeser History: Descendants of Hans and Magdalena Reeser by Robert L. Reeser - $17.00
Lancaster County Post Card Collection, Vol. 2 by the Lancaster Post Card Club - $20.00
WWII Honor Roll Poster, Servicemen of Gap - $15
--These may be ordered by calling 717-442-4071 or emailing fusser29369@mypacks.net. Please make sure
you include your name, phone number, email address (if you have one), and mailing address. There are
additional charges for postage.

ARTIFACT DISPLAY
The Township Building has a revolving display of artifacts donated by area families who want future
generations to be aware of the rich heritage of this region. Displays may be viewed during Township
business hours: Monday - Thursday 8:00 am - 4:30 p.m.

CONTRIBUTORS
Dr. John C. Bryer - Angel
Dr. Paul M. Herr - Angel
Lester & Faye Houck – Angel SPONSOR
Karen Winters – Angel
Gwendolyn Dickinson - Special Friend
Joan Lorenz – Angel
Wayne & Frieda Reiter - Special Friend
Barr Realty - Friend
Beiler Insurance Agency - Friend
Betty S. Denlinger – Friend
Leon Ebersol - Friend
Nancy B. Fisher – Friend
Gap Power Rentals Plus LLC - Friend
Francis E. Hopton - Friend
Karen Mueller - Friend
Benjamin Ray - Friend
Lois L. Schrock - Friend
Albert W. See - Friend
Yvonne Styer – Friend
Edward L. Yancavage - Friend

CORPORATE SPONSOR

875 Brackbill Rd, Gap, PA 17527
P.O. Box 56, Gap, PA 17527 - 717-442-3030
717-442-0559
* Computer Tip *
Do you ever have trouble reading the small print on
an article or looking at a photo on your computer? To
temporarily zoom in, hold down the "control" key on
your keyboard. At the same time use the "scroll"
wheel on your mouse to scroll forward to zoom in,
and scroll back to zoom out!
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F2 TORNADO HITS SALISBURY TOWNSHIP IN FEBRUARY
Thoughts and prayers were with our family, friends and neighbors in the White Horse area of Salisbury
Township, as well as for our firefighters and emergency responders, beginning in the evening hours of
February 24, 2016. The village of White Horse and the surrounding area was dealt a devastating blow in the
guise of an F2 tornado. The tornado was on the ground for 5 to 6 miles, sweeping an approximate quartermile path with wind speeds of between 120 and 125 mph and causing great destruction of property with an
estimated $8 million in damage. Many homes, barns, outbuildings, businesses and other property, as well
as two Amish schools, were damaged and or leveled. Trees were flattened on nearby hillsides and debris
strewn across surrounding fields and roadways. Emergency crews worked in the area until around 2 a.m.
the night of the tornado and returned at daybreak. Fire police directed traffic through the night. Though
the damage was devastating, we are all thankful there were no serious injuries or fatalities.
The White Horse Fire Company served as a command center for volunteers. More than 3000 from near and
far showed up to help and to rebuild, with the cleanup well underway the morning after.
One church and two cemeteries were damaged by the high winds.
The Pequea E.C. Church in White Horse had a stained glass window broken out and damage to the roof as
well as to an outbuilding. Headstones in the cemetery were toppled and or broken.

* Photos to the right
show the stained
glass window before
the tornado and
afterwards when it
was boarded up.

The Pequea Presbyterian Cemetery had over 50 headstones toppled and or broken, and finials snapped off
of their base.

Large trees were torn from the
ground, one of which landed on
headstones.
The winds upended grave markers.
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The statue of the Angel in
the Prayer Garden was
toppled as well, but was
undamaged.

* Below – Springtime in the Village of White Horse ~
Aerial Photo by Robert Buzzard Photography

* Right –
Pequea Presbyterian Church
& Cemetery ~
Aerial Photo by
Robert Buzzard Photography
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P.O. Box 173
Gap, PA 17527-0173-

TAKE A LOOK AT OUR WEBSITE: www.salisburytwphistory.org AND

US ON FACEBOOK!

-----------------------------------------------------------Detach Here-----------------------------------------------------------2016 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FOR HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF SALISBURY TOWNSHIP
If you would like to join our society, please take a moment to fill out this short application. Detach it at
the dotted line and mail to: Attn: Membership Chair, P.O. Box 173, Gap, PA 17527, or bring it along to
one of our public meetings held the 3rd Thursday of every month excluding December, June, July, and
August at 7:30 pm at the Salisbury Township Municipal Building. We accept cash. Checks can be made
payable to the Historical Society of Salisbury Township. Thank you for your support!
Name(s):____________________________________Address:_________________________________
____ $25 Family (2 Adults & Children 0-12 in the same household) _____________________________
____ $10 Individual

____$35 Friend

_____________________________

____ $5 Student (Ages 13-22)

____ $60 Special Friend

Phone:_________________________

____ $30 Business

____ $110 Angel

Email:__________________________
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