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J. Walter Graham is a kindergarten through
fifth grade elementary school and a member of
the Reagan High School Vertical Team. Current-

73% Hispanic, 20% African-American, and 7%
White/Other.
Although this northeast elementary school has
an average student turnover rate of 25% each
school year and an economically disadvantaged

Gus Garcia Rec. Center 10
Updates
Empowering Survivors 11

demographic of 94%, Graham is one of the most

At Graham, college is a goal for all and to get there,
students are continually encouraged to read, read,
read. This is a bulletin board in the Graham office and
it is wonderful reminder of what is possible for
everyone.

academically successful Title 1 schools in Texas
and ranks nationally.
Graham Elementary school has earned a Tex-

emphasizes reading as the most important skill
that students must master.

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS

as Exemplary school rating every year since the

Approximately 55% of the children at Graham

2008-09 school year and in 2012, Graham was

enter school with a native language other than

6/26—Restore Rundberg

only one of eighteen schools in Texas to be rec-

English, and therefore, English Immersion is a

Community Meeting, Holy

ognized by the United States Department of Edu-

key strategy and reading is the primary focus of

Word Lutheran Church, 10601

cation as a National Blue Ribbon School.

every classroom from kindergarten through fifth

Bluff Bend, at 7pm.

Graham was also selected in 2012 as one of

grade.

7/7—Windsor Hills/Heritage

four schools in the United States to be recognized

Additionally, the uniquely designed academic

Hills-Woodbridge Contact

as a National Blue Ribbon Profile School, high-

stop-gap programs in fluency, non-negotiable

Team Meeting, Gus Garcia at

lighting the school as an example of academic

words, and mathematical numeracy rapidly accel-

6:30pm.

excellence.

erate students to grade-level proficiency.

7/24—Restore Rundberg
Community Meeting, Settlement Home, 1607-B Colony
Creek, at 7pm

Graham’s academic success at the elementary

“Reading is the primary focus…”

level is a spring-board for its students to be scholastically prepared for continued achievement

How do we do it? Graham’s academic mission statement “Show Up, Work Hard and Read”

throughout middle school and high school and to
eventually pursue a university education.
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Letters from Our Neighborhood Presidents
Windsor Hills NA—Laura Pressley

North Acres HA—Linda Krueger

Heritage Hills-Woodbridge NA—
. . Courtney Dibrell

We have had a lot go-

We finished a neigh-

I can hardly believe this

ing on in Windsor Hills.

borhood clean-up with

year is moving so fast. It

Thanks to David Ray and

Holy Word Lutheran

seems like our first meet-

his daughter, Chelsey;

Church on April 12.

ing was just a few weeks

they organized an incred-

Residents and congre-

ago.

ibly successful Keep Austin Beautiful

gation members joined forces to partici-

found on our website, HeritageHillsAus-

Clean Up on Dessau Road on April 12th.

pate in Keep Austin Beautiful Clean

tin.com. At our first quarterly meeting,

We had volunteers help remove trash,

Sweep event to beautify Bluff Bend and

we discussed the importance of taking

collect debris, and remove tree trimmings

the creek near the church. Many thanks

pride in the neighborhood, calling 3-1-1

along the west side of Dessau. Stephen

to all the participants! The fellowship

to report major code violations, and

Kreger and Charles DeWitt did a great

was warming and I am looking forward

brainstormed ways to preserve the won-

job helping. As a side note, we really

to more ventures with our neighboring

derful

appreciate our Windsor Hills neighbors

faith-based organizations.

Woodbridge.

character

Minutes can be

of

Heritage

Hills-

Accordingly, we formed

whose backyards are along Dessau. So

Sewer construction is continuing on

the Welcome Committee, which will be

many take the time to mow the grass

schedule. We had representatives from

chaired by Elizabeth Huss. The meeting

behind their homes and keep the area

the City of Austin and the construction

concluded with the “Code Next” exer-

tidy.

company at our next NAHA meeting, on

cise.

May 20th. Feel free to direct any ques-

took photos for the Code Next Team.

tions or concerns to Jackie Nirenberg at

The required documentation was deliv-

512.684.3232.

ered to the Planning Office. Our Keep

Thank you to everyone who go

above and beyond along Dessau!
At our last neighborhood association
meeting in March, we shared the positive

Kim Foster, Katie Jensen and I

We will also had a City representative

Austin Beautiful workday at North Acres

the success we’ve had with

provide an update on the sidewalk pro-

Park was also a huge success. Under the

advertising and raising funds for scholar-

jects across Austin, specifically those

direction of Al and Nancy Morgan, we

ships for Reagan students. We were able

desired on Middle Fiskville north of

removed invasive plant species, pruned

to give a total of $1,500 to Reagan sen-

Rundberg.

trees, and removed 8 bags of trash from

feedback we have received on our newsletter and

iors so they may further their education
and attend college.
Also, Windsor Hills hosted about ten

Looking ahead for NAHA, candidates
are starting to emerge for the next City
Council election in November.

North

neighborhood associations at the Gus

Acres is in the City Council District 1,

Garcia Rec Center to participate in the

which covers much of the east portion of

Code Next neighborhood mapping exer-

Austin from Parmer to Martin Luther

cises. We had Jeff Jack from the Plan-

King Drive.

ning Commission give a presentation and

We met with candidates Ora Houston,

he discussed how zoning changes can

Sam Osemene, and Andrew Bucknall to

affect neighborhoods, affordability, and

discuss their platform and visions for this

the values of our homes. Thanks to all

new direction the City of Austin will

that helped and participated!

travel come November.

the creek.
The bridge is complete and lighting
installed. The white PVC piping will be
painted to match the bridge, and will be
removed after a year. Many thanks to
Dorothy for noticing brush needed to be
cleared to ensure the safety of the children walking across the bridge and
through the park. As a result of this observation, the park will be manicured to
provide better visibility of the bridge
from Hermitage Drive.
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A Jarring Experience in North Acres
Betty King
In North Acres, there is a great deal of waste water and sewer construction being done by the City of Austin. From my
home on Salem Lane, I can hear the rumble of the trucks transporting dirt and debris going back and forth on the street, and
driving through the neighborhood. I can see the construction
materials and the fences and the men working to ready our
homes for city sewage lines. In the early morning, with equipment and a work crew stopped in front of my house, I have
watched with a great deal of interest as they dig.
After that first day, I was never surprised to be awakened by

City of Austin construction on the new waste water and sewer system
in the North Acres neighborhood.

the construction sounds until the day of a really loud noise. It

pictures to help assess the extent of the damages to my home.

was pounding incredibly hard on the street and it shook the bed

Interestingly, additional North Acres neighbors have experi-

where I was sleeping. The pounding continued so I went to the

enced similar issues and they have also filed claims.

window to see what was different. The excavation tractor in

The good news is several neighbors have reported the expe-

front of my house was being pulled upwards and backwards and

riences of their homes being shook and damage to walls, foun-

then, with great force, “fell” forward pounding the pavement or

dations, and driveways. Because of this, the City of Austin is

the earth beneath the pavement. This procedure was repeated

monitoring the contractor’s work more closely and subsequent-

and repeated. I wish now that I had made a journal entry of the

ly the contractor has modified their methods to eliminate the

dates and times of each event of the construction procedures I

severe ground vibrations/shaking during the street and sewer

had witnessed .

construction. Our goal of sharing this information is to com-

Soon after the incident, I discovered a long crack inside the

municate the changes that has resulted from our neighbors’

floor of my house that runs in a diagonal from one bedroom

involvement. Our hope is other homeowners will benefit and

across the hallway and through the second bedroom. Subse-

their property will not be put in jeopardy going forward.

quently, I also found cracks in the paint on the walls of these

Before work is done on your street, take pictures of your

two bedrooms and the hallway. After discussing these instances

foundation and the corners of each room and date the photos.

and damages with the City of Austin project supervisor, Mike

If you experience shaking due to excessive pounding of street

Beatty, he recommended we file a personal property claim for

construction,

damages. And, now that I have filed a claim, the insurance

(Michael.Beatty@AustinTexas.gov) so he can address the is-

company is requesting specific dates and times. And, they want

sues or assist with a claim.
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contact

Mike

Beatty

at

512-974-8721

Heritage Hills/Windsor Hills Neighborhood Plan Contact Team
Diana Everett
The Heritage Hills/Windsor Hills Combined Neighbor-

Meetings of the Contact Team are open to the public. Commu-

hood Plan Contact Team is composed of the individuals des-

nity stakeholders are invited to participate in the discussion of the

ignated to monitor, and implement our adopted Neighbor-

matters at hand but only qualified decision makers/voting mem-

hood Plan. Our Neighborhood Plan defines future develop-

bers of the Contact Team are eligible to make decisions or vote.

ment in North Acres, Windsor Hills and Heritage Hills-

Our meetings are held bi-monthly on the first Monday of the

Woodbridge neighborhoods.

month and go from 6:30 to 8:00 pm and are usually at the Gus

Our Neighborhood Plan Contact Team is a separate body

Garcia Recreation Center on Rundberg.

apart from any existing or future neighborhood associations.

Our most recent Contact Team meeting was on May 5th and

The planning area that comprises our Neighborhood Plan is

our primary topics for discussion were the upcoming elections

defined by the boundaries of East Braker Lane, US 183/East

and the CodeNEXT project for the City of Austin. This project

Anderson Lane, Cameron Road Dessau Road, and IH-35

will revise the City’s Land Development Code, which determines

Frontage Road.

how land can be used throughout the city, including what can be

Membership for the Contact Team is simple. If you identify with any of the following categories within our neighborhood planning area, you are a member: a) a property
owner, b) a residential renter, c) a business owner, or d) a
neighborhood organization member owning property within
the neighborhood plan area.

built, where it can be built, how much can be built, and what cannot be built.
For more information go to: http://www.austintexas.gov/page/
codenext-shaping-austin-we-imagine
Current officers are:

Chair—Diana Everett, Vice-Chair,

(Open) and Secretary (Open).
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Extend an Olive Branch This Summer
Daniel Laitinen, Pastor Holy Word Church
It’s the universal symbol of peace. It’s featured on the United Nations
logo. And you can find groves of them just 33 miles northeast of Austin
near Walburg, TX. Now I would guess that the universal symbol of
peace comes out of an oven at 425 degrees. How many family feuds are
forgotten over a fresh pepperoni with extra cheese? But, in fact, it’s the
black and green pizza toppings - the fruit of the olive branch - that remind us of world peace. Why?
Three years ago I was on a study tour in Greece. We walked past
olive groves as far as you could see. Our guide told us that olive trees
take 5-12 years to mature to the point of bearing fruit.
In ancient times invading armies would practice scorched earth policies. They’d completely destroy farmland to weaken their enemy. So, if

Volunteers working hard at Gus Garcia Recreation Center
Gardens during the clean-up of It’s My Park Day

email. Where can you extend a branch this Summer?
Your family: join the PTO; do homework with
your child for 30 minutes/day; sit down for a family
meal regularly to talk (no TV!).

the land had olive trees with fruit on the branches, it was a sign that there

Your street: Does your neighbor have an eyesore

had been peace in the country for quite some time. Therefore the olive

on their property? Suggest solutions to them...then

branch = peace.

offer to help.

What about your neighborhood? Your street? Your home? Do you

This Summer extend an olive branch. Together we

see olive branches bearing fruit? If not, it’s never too late. Last month I

can make our community and homes a healthy, fruit-

saw olive branches extended during a park clean-up at Gus Garcia Rec

ful grove...and maybe enjoy some pizza along the

Center and olive branches between neighbors in constant contact via

way!
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Vote with Your Dollars and Support Our Advertisers
They Are Supporting Our Neighborhoods and Community
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Reagan Seniors Receive Newsletter Scholarships
Laura Pressley
Our first two issues of the North East Neighbor Newsletter have been really successful
from the standpoint of connecting neighbors in North Acres, Windsor Hills and Heritage
Hills-Woodbridge. In addition to helping improve our knowledge about happenings in our
area, our newsletter has also been a financial success and we have been able to help further
the education of two Reagan students.
On May 16th, we were able to award two scholarships to Reagan seniors: Clifton W.
Edmondson, III and Kaytlon Nicole Miller. Mr. Edmondson received a $1,000 scholarship
from the North East Neighbor Newsletter to attend Texas Southern University in Houston,
and Ms. Miller received a $500 scholarship to attend Austin Community College as she pursues her career in Medical Diagnostic Stenography and Ultrasound. Congratulations to
both, Clifton and Kaytlon; we wish them all the best in their studies and future careers.
We could not have provided these scholarships without the
support and dedication of our newsletter advertisers. We are
incredibly grateful for their help which enables and allows us to
make a difference in our community.
So many students at Reagan get accepted to higher education
institutions and they may not be able to attend without financial
aid and scholarships. Please help us continue our work, and vote
with your dollars and frequent the businesses of our wonderful
advertisers. Thank You!
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North East Neighbor Scholarship awardees Clifton
W. Edmondson, and Kaytlon Nicole Miller with
Laura Pressley and Mary Jo Hernandez, M.D. at the
Reagan Trustees Award Ceremony.

Save Our Beautiful Oak Trees In Northeast Austin
Avoid Pruning Oaks From February 1 — June 30th
Mary Jo Hernandez, M.D.
When and how we prune our Oak trees can help prevent or conversely, promote the death of currently healthy trees by
infection with the Oak Wilt fungus. Oak wilt, caused by the
fungus Ceratocystis fagacearum, is the most destructive disease affecting live oaks and red oaks in Central Texas. Most
of the tree mortality results from tree-to-tree spread of the
pathogen. New infections begin when beetles carry oak wilt
fungal spores from infected oaks to fresh, open wounds on
healthy oaks. Wounds include any damage caused by wind,

c) to remove limbs rubbing on a building or rubbing on other

hail, vehicles, construction, squirrels, birds or pruning. Re-

branches, and to raise low limbs over a street.

search has shown that both infected oaks and insects that carry

d) to remove dead branches where live tissue is not exposed.

oak wilt spores are most prevalent in the spring.

Pruning for other reasons (general tree health, non-safety re-

Here is how you can reduce the risk of fungal spread when

lated clearance or thinning, etc.) should be done before February

pruning. If you are hiring someone to trim your trees, investi-

1 or after June 30. Debris from diseased oaks should be imme-

gate their tree trimming practices. They should advise not to

diately chipped, burned or buried.

prune oak trees in the spring. Ask them how they plan to treat

More detailed information and consultation can be obtained

the wounds and how they clean their tools. Always avoid tree

from a Texas Oak Wilt Certified arborist, ISA Certified Arbor-

topping or excessive crown thinning.

Always paint fresh

ist, or an oak wilt specialist from a city, county or state govern-

wounds on oaks, including pruning cuts and stumps, with

ment agency such as the Texas A&M Forest Service or Texas

wound dressing or latex paint immediately after pruning or

A&M AgriLife Extension Service.

live tree removal at all times of the year. Clean all pruning
tools with 10% bleach solution or Lysol™ between sites and/
or trees.
If you have to prune in the Spring, please only do so if you
have Reasons to prune in the spring include:
a) to accommodate public safety concerns such as hazardous
limbs, traffic visibility or emergency utility line clearance,
b) to repair damaged limbs (from storms or other anomalies)
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Gus Garcia Park To Receive $1M for Upgrades and Amenities
Stephen Kreger
The second Community Input Meeting regarding how to spend the remaining
$1.25 Million bond allocation for Gus Garcia Park was held on Tuesday, May 20th at
the Gus Garcia Recreation Center. The meeting was hosted by the Austin Parks and
Recreation Department and the Public Works Department and was well attended by
Board Members and residents.
The City of Austin is projecting to begin work on the Gus Garcia District Park–
Phase 3 Improvements Project in the fall of 2014. As the City works to develop the
final plan, the community is helping to prioritize park amenities. The City of Austin
wants your input for consideration in determining the final site design.
If you were not able to attend in person, an online survey will be available starting
May 20, 2014 to gather your input at http://www.austintexas.gov/department/gusgarcia-improvements.
A paper survey will also be available at the center’s reception desk. For more
information contact Courtney Black at 512-974-7972.

Advertise with US!
Contact WHNA.Austin@gmail.com
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Empowering Survivors of Domestic Violence
Laura Pressley
Breaking the cycle of domestic violence is not an easy task.

to provide support and accountability to family members dealing

Those of us who have grown up in an environment of abuse

with these issues.

have a understandable tendency to repeat those behaviors in our

Here are some key support resources:

relationships because it is what we experienced in our families.

1.

SafePlace offers a 24 Hour Hotline, a shelter, financial sup-

Make no mistake about it, the instances that occur with domes-

port, and free Individual and Group Counseling for Survi-

tic violence are repeated over and over. Just ask any survivor.

vors. Contact SafePlace at 512-267-7233 to learn more.

The stages have familiar names and follow this typical order:
A battery phase, followed by a honeymoon phase (where there

2.

Trella Foundation offers support to prevent teen dating violence. Contact 888-823-6485.

is remorse and apology by the batterer), and then a stress build
up phase that eventually results in another battery incident. This
cycle repeats and does not stop until some sort of intervention
occurs or the survivor makes a decision to leave.
Depending upon resources, finances, and other circumstances, a survivor may or may not leave the situation. In our neighborhoods and all across Austin, we have occurrences of domestic violence and the best thing we can do is to report these types
of incidences to the Austin Police Department. They are trained
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