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WHEN LESS IS MORE
The Case o f the Rich Yo ung M an
St Matthew 19:16–26*
Fr Peter A.L. Hill
There is no doubt that modern society has a love affair with
wealth. We really believe that money makes the world go round. Forget titles, status, culture or
education: what matters is wealth. With enough money you can buy ‘anything.’ For those in the
know, prestige and power are negotiable instruments that can be bought via creative accounting
or courtesy of the back alley deal. Judging by television’s celebration of the effervescent rich
and famous, it seems that many people accept that the quality of life is directly proportional to
the size of one’s bank account. The current political rhetoric exhorts us to ‘grow the economy;’
meaning to consume more, make more and have more—albeit at the expense of others and at the
cost of commodifying almost every aspect of human existence.
Of course there are many people in the world who, in material terms, possess very little.
However, for those of us in ‘the Lucky Country,’ the fact is that even a modest Australian
income is astronomical as compared, say, to an African farmer who struggles to earn a dollar a
day. We own our houses and cars, have a bevy of appliances and technological devices,
plenty—probably too much—to eat, and an abundance of consumables. We have lots, want
more, and keep on telling ourselves that this is the good life. Yet, deep in our hearts, there are
doubts. In our more reflective moments we realise that having more things does not make us
satisfied, and that the happiness promised by acquiring money and possessions quickly
evaporates. Wealth seems to offer so much, but in the end what does it really deliver?
The poor rich man
It was with a sense of lack that a wealthy young man came to Christ asking, “Good Master, what
good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life?” (Mt. 19:16). He did not get the response he
might have expected. Approaching the Lord merely as a “good master”—i.e. recognising Jesus
as no more than a teacher—the young man is taken straight to God’s exacting standards of
goodness. Christ tells him, “If you want to enter into life, keep the commandments.” When
asked, “Which ones?” the Lord summarises the Old Testament law as it relates to the love of
one’s neighbour (Mt. 19: 18–19):
‘Thou shalt do no murder; thou shalt not commit adultery; thou shalt not steal; thou shalt not bear
false witness; honour thy father and thy mother; and, thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.’

Well, says the young man, “All these things have I kept from my youth up. What lack I yet?”
(Mt. 19:20). Christ offers no comment on the young man’s claim, but presents him not with
more rules but a way of life: “If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell what thou hast and give to the
poor, and thou shalt have treasure in Heaven; and come and follow Me” (Mt. 19:21). The young
man was right to think that his observance of the law left him lacking. Perfection is required.
“To be perfect,” is to reach one’s full measure. It is to be reconciled with God, to reflect His
love and thereby live in communion with Him. How might such perfection be obtained? Christ
bids the young man do two things: to sell his possessions for the benefit of the poor, and to
follow Him. However, notwithstanding his stated desire, the young man rejects the Lord’s
straightforward solution. The pathos of the scene is memorably conveyed by Mt. 19:22:
But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.
*Scripture quotations are from the New Authorized Version, © 1998, Deuel Enterprises Inc, and used by permission.
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When less is more – continued

What stood between the young man and perfection? What thing could possibly rob him of the
richness of living in communion with God? Not Christ who bids him “come and follow Me,”
but rather an acquisitive heart that chose love of wealth over the love of God. His was the all
too familiar tragedy that occurs when people set their affection on things below rather than on
the things above (Colossians 3:2).
For all his profession of keeping the commandments, the rich young man balked at the
absolute demand of Christ. Yet the commandments themselves should have pointed him to what
the Lord required. It was the love of neighbour that Christ asked him about. How can there be
love for others when more value is placed on the possession of riches than on the plight of the
needy? The perfection of which the Lord spoke hinges on how we regard our neighbour. For
instance, in St Matthew 5:43–47 love for neighbour means to love enemies as well, and that,
says the Lord Jesus, is the imitation of Our Father in Heaven “Who is perfect.” In the
Beatitudes, the Saviour declares, “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy” (Mt.
5:7). Interestingly, the Greek terms for mercy and alms (charitable giving) are cognate. Mercy is
shown by doing good for others with the things we possess. The perfection of God’s Kingdom is
not an egotistical love of self that grasps but never gives. Rather, perfection, as Blessed
Theophylact of Ochrid remarks, “is to love everyone.” That was the rich young man’s tragedy.
Though knowing the commandments, he failed to comprehend their basis in love. He made the
wrong choice because he loved possessions more than his neighbour and more than God.
Pity the rich?
When the rich young man departs, the Lord Jesus declares that “a rich man shall hardly enter
into the Kingdom of Heaven” (Mt. 19:23). How difficult is it? “…it is easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the Kingdom of God” (Mt. 19:24).
Much has been written in an attempt to explain the illustration. There is no need for, as St John
Chrysostom noted, it is an intentional exaggeration. The hyperbole of
the image is meant to shake us up.
Certainly, the disciples were astonished. “Who then can be
saved?” they asked (Mt. 19:25). The common view of their day was
that riches were a sign of blessing. Like Tevye in Fiddler on the Roof,
they thought being rich would free them to spend time in the
synagogue to read the Torah and to pray. The blessing of almsgiving
was understood as restricted largely to those with a disposable income. To give something away
was regarded as righteous, to give all away actually was prohibited by rabbinic teaching.
Christ’s words completely cut across the accepted view.
Indeed, by His teaching Our Lord contradicts the accepted wisdom of our age. He calls the
whole ethos of materialism into question. The saying is scandalous. It is enough to send a
‘wealth, health and prosperity’ televangelist into a spin. What! There really is something money
cannot buy? Being rich is dangerous? Wealth is a disadvantage? Yes, riches are hazardous to
spiritual health. They occupy our affections, create temptations, fund ungodliness, and burden
the heart. Attachment to riches bars the way to heaven.
The pathology of wealth and possessions is that the more of them we have, the greater our
attachment to them becomes. Once possessions are made objects of attachment they become
passions. In the spiritual vocabulary of the Church, a passion is anything that finds a place in our
lives that is over and against love for God. In our materialistic society, the effect of wealth is
akin to eating a big lunch. Having eaten our fill all we want to do is to nap. Attachment to
possessions acts as a spiritual soporific. It lures people into false sense of security. They think
all is well while the money holds out, but remain asleep to the state of their souls. The materially
comfortable are not actively against God; they are just snoozing.
g(continued next page)
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When less is more – continued

But then, even when they stir themselves, like the rich young man, they find it hard to break
free of captivity to the passion of possessions; much less to deny themselves and follow Christ.
Far from envying the rich, they deserve our sympathy. Rather than drooling over the
opulence that is propagated by advertisers and glitterised by Hollywood, our time would be
better spent praying for the salvation of the rich. They carry a heavy burden. As the parable of
The Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19–31) reminds us, material prosperity and the sleep of
indifference that it so readily engenders can spell destruction in the world to come.
Yet the wealthy can enter the kingdom of heaven. Christ does not say that the way is
impossible for them, but rather that they approach “hardly.” As St John Chrysostom observed,
“He was not criticising money itself but the wills of those who are taken captive by it.” Who can
doubt that “with God all things are possible” (Mt. 19:26)?
What is impossible with men is possible with God.
Riches are often a snare, but when the heart is purified
then wealth is put in its place and sanctified by love for
God and neighbour. But it requires self-denial: the
camel must be relieved of its burden. What is not
possible to mere human ability is possible to God: only
camels on a diet of grace can squeeze through a needle’s
eye. And Holy Scripture provides examples. Abraham
was very rich, yet he lived by faith. Job lost a fortune, in
his patient bearing of trials, but having trusted God even
when he had lost all, he later regained material wealth.
David, Jehoshaphat, Josiah, and Hezekiah were all wealthy monarchs, but they loved the favour
of God more than their earthly greatness. At the Crucifixion, when all the Apostles except John
had fled, it was the noble Joseph “a rich man from Arimathea,” who went to Pilate and asked for
the body of the Saviour. Having obtained the body he then wrapped it in fine linen and,
accompanied by the Myrrh-bearing Women, “laid it in his own new tomb” (Mt. 27:57– 61).
The way of less
Less is often more. If wealth is to become a snare for us, we are much better off having less. As
Christians we should reflect on our attitude to the wealth we possess and examine whether
concerns regarding money and possessions have become passions—an acquisitiveness that
impedes following Christ. We have duty to ask whether God is calling us, like the rich young
ruler, to divest ourselves of material wealth in order to serve Him. Some will say that is too
extreme. Is it? Moses was once a prince of Egypt, yet he esteemed “the reproach of Christ
greater riches than the treasures in Egypt” (Hebrews 11:26).
In his Life of St Antony, St Athanasius of Alexandria tells how, as a well-off young man who
had been recently bereaved of his parents, Anthony pondered the example of the first Christians
who sold what they possessed and placed it at the feet of the Apostles for distribution to the poor
(Acts 4:35). At his local church he heard the story of the rich young man, and immediately he
resolved to heed Christ’s call and distributed to the townspeople most of his wealth. He kept a
little, but then
entering the Lord’s house once more, he heard in the Gospel the Lord saying, “Do not be anxious
about tomorrow,” he could not remain any longer, but going out he gave his remaining possessions to
the needy.

St Anthony went into the desert of Egypt to live the life of a monk, and through his example
countless others followed, so much so that “the desert became a city” filled with an abundance
of God’s grace. By choosing less St Anthony acquired more, for himself and also for the
thousands who found salvation through the life and prayers of the Desert Fathers.
4

When less is more – continued

Down through the centuries, and still today, countless numbers of men and women have
answered God’s call to the monastic way of life. And how we need them! Those who for the
love of God gladly forsake possessions and embrace less, so as to strive for the more of
heavenly treasure. What better antidote to the disease of materialism than their daily witness
that man does not live “by bread alone” (Mt. 4:4)? True, not all are called to monasticism, but
every believer is summoned to asceticism: the denial of the passions by daily taking up the
Cross and following Christ wherever He leads.
Poverty alone is no guarantee against the passion of acquisitiveness. Covetousness and
avarice are common human failings. Those who have little can spend a great deal of time
envying and resenting those who have more. The Apostle Paul addresses all when he writes (1
Timothy 6:10):
For the love of money is a root of all evil; and while some have coveted after it, they erred from the
faith and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

The case of the rich young man should remind us to use whatever riches we possess to fulfil
the law of love. It is not simply to abandon wealth—that might be done for a variety of
reasons— but to follow the Saviour. As Blessed Jerome remarks, “To follow the Saviour is to be
an imitator of Him and walk in His steps. Anyone who says that he believes in Christ must
himself walk in the steps that He walked in.” And as we have freely received of Him, so must
we freely give (Mt. 10:8).
The camel of Our Lord’s simile is a good example for us. St Hilary of Poitiers observed that
the camel is a beast “that obeys the word, is restrained by fear, is tolerant of fasting and kneels
to take on its burden with a kind of ordered discipline.” Those who choose the way of less will
be undistracted in following Christ. They will hear His word, and whether they forsake much or
little in terms of earthly goods, they will do so whole heartedly. They will take on the burden of
compassion, fortified by prayer and fasting. They will understand that more is to be found in the
“pure and undefiled religion” that cares for the “orphans and widows in their trouble” (James
1:27). Mercy, the giving of alms and doing good, even to “the least of these My brethren” (Mt.
25:40), is the royal road that Christ would have us travel to obtain the true wealth and
everlasting riches that abide in Him.
“If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell what thou hast and give to the poor, and thou shalt have
treasure in Heaven; and come and follow Me”

The Poor Widow who gave all: St Luke 12:1 - 4
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SAINT XENIA’S FAITHFULNESS TO GOD
Roman Savchuk

(Source: Pravoslavie.ru)

St. Petersburg in the late eighteenth century may not have been so noisy and populous as it is
today, but even in those times it could hardly have been called a quiet island of saving peace. In
Russia there were still quite a few uninhabited and solitary places, which drew self-sacrificing
labourers to the saving field of peaceful service to God. It would seem that these would be the
places of choice for those who sincerely wished to dedicate their lives to the Creator.
All the more does the image of blessed Xenia appear strange against the background of the
capital’s bustle and vanity. This seems to have been forgotten by the woman living in the noisy
streets of a large city, determined to live her life only according to the Gospel commandments,
regardless of all human opinion. Dressed in men’s clothing, calling herself by the name of her
dead husband, Andrei Feodorovich—could the blessed one really expect understanding and
sympathy from those around her? Or, perhaps she intentionally wished to increase her podvig
[ascetic labor] through her endurance of humiliation from others?
If so, then everything went right according to plan from the very
beginning. In summer and winter, in cold and heat the saint
wandered for entire days around St. Petersburg; and evil people,
especially street urchins, often mocked and laughed at her.
However, people around her soon began to notice that in her
words and actions there was profound hidden meaning. And when
the blessed one began to be respected as a clairvoyant, no sooner
would she appear on the streets and markets of the city than
everyone who knew her would offer her their services. Regardless
of season or weather, every single night blessed Xenia would go to
the field and pray until dawn. Here, in her words, God’s presence
was “more distinct”. This is even more perplexing—why would
the saint return to the capital? Why didn’t she remain continually
in the place where it was so good for her to abide with God?
Of course, the answer to this question lies along the borderline of rational forms. It is hard to
fathom it through reason alone. However, the Christian heart differs from the unbelieving heart
precisely in the fact that it does not reject truths that cannot be fathomed by reason. And this
recognition of the strength of the soul capable of acting contrary to reason brings us closer to
understanding the saint’s podvig. But that is not all. In the image of St. Xenia everyone can find
something familiar and close. It seems that there are no barriers between the saint and the soul
of any person—no misunderstandings, or difference of opinions. Just say a word, awaken a
feeling in the heart, and you will immediately be heard, understood, consoled…
Where do such strength, boldness, and love come from? In Holy Scripture there are these
remarkable words: Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life (Proverbs
4:23). Saint Xenia was able to preserve her heart and its most important treasure—faithfulness
to Christ. This is the testimony of our dear Xeniushka’s life—the all-conquering power of
faithfulness to Christ. This was the gift of her heart, and by following its call she was able to
preserve her soul unharmed despite the vanity and opinions, mockery and flattering attention
from those around her. She did not search for Christ in ascetical labours or in distance from this
vain world, but simply remained faithful to His commandments, not afraid to immerse herself in
6
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the stormy sea of city noise.
This path of outward madness that the saint followed was given to her by the Lord as a
response to her sincere desire to preserve faithfulness to God and to her love for her husband,
which the Lord had bestowed upon her heart. Her podvig remains hidden, but its fruits still make
glad those who turn to St. Xenia for help. By her foolishness-for-Christ she was doing no more
than testifying to the truth that was firmly imprinted in her hearth: faithfulness to God can
preserve one always and everywhere, under any circumstances. God guards us, and not we Him.
Therefore, wherever there is sincere desire to follow the Gospel commandments, there is no
longer fear in the face of reality. The faithful heart sees only God before itself, and places His
reality, expressed in the Gospels, higher than everything visible. The one who is faithful to God
is not afraid to take decisive steps, because he entrusts the Creator to direct them… Also
testimony to the strength of a heart faithful to its Creator is St. Xenia’s amazing warmth and
compassion, which make her close and dear to every Orthodox soul.
(Translation by OrthoChristian.com)

Muslim Gaza Refugees Find Shelter
In Greek Orthodox Church
(Source: The Huffington Post, July 24, 2014)

About 1,000 Palestinian Muslims fleeing Israeli shells devastating their Gaza neighbourhood
have found shelter in a building they otherwise would rarely if ever enter, the city's 12th-century
Greek Orthodox Church. Despite its thick walls dating back to the Crusades, the Church of Saint
Porphyrius was still not a very safe haven. Shortly after they arrived, Israeli aircraft bombed a
nearby field, spraying shrapnel on the church and damaging graves.
But children from the Shejaia district, where some 72 Palestinians - many of them women
and children - were killed during fighting between Israeli forces and Hamas militants on
Sunday, were busy playing football in the yard on Tuesday. Their mothers watched on
mattresses and plastic chairs provided by the church, along with food, blankets and toys.
"We have opened the church in order to help people. This is the duty of the church and we
are doing all we can to help them," Archbishop Alexios told Reuters as the sounds of small
children echoed outside his office at the church. "At the beginning there were 600 people and
today they became a thousand - mostly children and women. Some of those children are a week
old," said the head of Gaza's Greek Orthodox minority, the largest of the Christian communities
here.
Only about 1,400 Christians live among the 1.8 million Muslims, meaning they make up 0.08
percent of the population in the crowded Gaza Strip dominated by Hamas, an Islamist group.
Their life as a religious minority has not always been easy. When the then Pope Benedict quoted
a medieval scholar describing Islam as violent and irrational in 2006, unknown militants
attacked five churches in Palestinian areas, including Saint Porphyrius—even though it is
Orthodox, not Roman Catholic. Palestinian officials, including from Hamas, denounced that
violence and it was not repeated. It all seemed far away now as Gazans reached out to help
neighbours who have lost their homes in the two-week Israeli offensive.
“The mosque nearby and the neighbours of the church are all helping. We are still in need of
mattresses, blankets, food and most important is petrol, as we suffer blackouts. If there is no
electricity we cannot have water also,” said the archbishop. Since the start of the offensive, more
crowding into 70 schools, the organ
.(continued next page)
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than 100,000 Palestinians— about 6 per cent of Gaza's entire population—have sought shelter
with the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA),crowding into 70 schools.
Refugees streaming from Shejaia in the eastern part of Gaza City to the church in the southwestern area of al-Zaytun said they did not know where else they could go now. “We have
escaped from our houses and came here and they bombed the church. Where should we go? Let
them tell us where we should go,” insisted Jawaher Sukkar, who fled with her children.
Accusing Israel of targeting civilians, she said: “The shells chased us as we ran ... can you
imagine, a boy falling the ground and his mother cannot stop to pick him up?”
Despite the overcrowding and danger, Archbishop Alexios said there has been some joy in
the church in the midst of tragedy. "Yesterday, a woman gave birth to a baby, a new life. Man
should be hopeful. There is death but also there is life too," he said with a smile.

Saint Porphyrius, Archbishop of Gaza
Saint Porphyrius, patron of Gaza’s main church, was born about the year 346 at Thessalonica.
After receiving a fine education, he left his native region at twentyfive years of age and went to the Nitrian desert, Egypt, where he
lived under the guidance of St Macarius the Great. Later he moved
into a cave in the Jordanian wilderness for prayer and ascetic deeds.
After five years, St Porphyrius was afflicted with a serious
malady of the legs. He decided to go to the holy places of Jerusalem
to pray for healing. As he lay half-conscious at the foot of
Golgotha, St Porphyrius fell into a sort of trance. He beheld Jesus
Christ descending from the Cross and saying to him, “Take this
Wood and preserve it.” Coming out of his trance, he found himself
healthy and free from pain. Then he gave away all his money to the
poor and for the adornment of the churches of God. For a time he supported himself by working
as a shoemaker. The words of the Saviour were fulfilled when, at the age of forty-five years, the
Patriarch of Jerusalem ordained St Porphyrius to the holy priesthood and appointed him
custodian of the Venerable Wood of the Life-Creating Cross of the Lord.
In 395, St Porphyrius was made bishop of Gaza. At that time there were only three Christian
churches in Gaza, but a great many pagan temples and idols. During this time there was a severe
drought. The pagan priests brought offerings to their idols, but the woes did not cease. St
Porphyrius imposed a fast for all the Christians; he then served an all-night Vigil, followed by a
church procession around the city. Miraculously, a downpour followed and the drought was
broken. Seeing this miracle, many pagans cried out, “Christ is indeed the only true God!” As a
result, well over 200 people were united to the Church through Holy Baptism.
The pagans continued to harass the Christians. They passed them over for public office, and
burdened them with taxes. St Porphyrius and Metropolitan John of Caesarea journeyed to
Constantinople to seek redress from the emperor. St John Chrysostom received them and
assisted them. The bishops were presented to the empress Eudoxia who was expecting a child at
that time. Through the prayers of the bishops she bore the son she had longed for. As a result she
interceded with the emperor, who issued an edict in 401 ordering the destruction of pagan
temples in Gaza and the restoration of privileges to Christians.
St Porphyrius upheld Christianity in Gaza to the very end of his life, and guarded his flock
from the vexatious pagans. Through the prayers of the saint numerous miracles and healings
occurred. The holy archpastor guided his flock for twenty-five years, and reposed in 420 at an
advanced age.
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A Plea for Peace in Gaza from an
Orthodox Christian in Palestine
Maria C. Khoury, EdD
(Source: Orthodoxy Cognate PAGE, 2 August 2014)

I have been very disturbed with the hate that is building in our society ever since July 8th when
the violence intensified between Israel and Palestine. The signs that say “Death to Arabs” and
the signs in Jerusalem that say in Hebrew “There are no innocent people in Gaza,” are shocking.
When the Israeli people hold signs in the middle of Tel Aviv that say “There are no children in
Gaza,” it should be alarming to the world since we have over 250 dead kids in the last 21 days.
As we enter August 2014, my Church will enter a very special time of fasting and prayer for
the Holy Dormition, the Falling Asleep of the Ever-Virgin Mary (Aug 15/28). “Thou gave birth
to the Salvation of the world, through Whom we were uplifted from earth to heights…Hail! O
Ever-Blessed, Pure One, shelter and strength; rampart and fortress to those who sing: “Praise
the Lord all His works and exalt Him in all the ages.” (Akathist Hymn)
At this same moment in time, here in the Holy Land we have entered a slaughter of the worst
kind where over 7,000 people are seriously injured and traumatized. The brutal Israeli attacks
on Gaza have just turned into a massacre because over 1300 people have been killed, most of
them mothers and children. Maybe this tragedy will stop if the mothers of the 59 Israeli soldiers
tell Israel to stop the bloodbath right now because, unfortunately, the American administration is
not and wants to increase military support to Israel beyond $3.1 billion annually. Everyone says
that Israel has a right to defend itself but does that mean a new holocaust for Palestinians? The
churches in Gaza cannot handle any more people sleeping on the floor because the homeless and
displaced are becoming over 200,000 people. The UN is paying a very high price with the
killings of several of their staff because Israel keeps attacking schools where families try to find
shelter.
Today (July 30) as I write this reflection, another UN school was attacked killing 16
children; in the same day the attack on the open market killed 17 people including two
Palestinian journalists. This is one of the worst humanitarian disasters as Israel is using the
excuse that it wants to stop HAMAS firing rockets. But it is a pretext for disproportionate
military force. How many mothers does Palestine have to give to gain freedom and uplift the
siege on Gaza? HAMAS is a ‘terrorist’ organization in Israeli eyes, but it is the only resistance
movement Palestine has on the ground to fight for their just cause. Why doesn’t anyone
understand that Gaza is an open air prison and the people have been asking for freedom over 47
years with the international community forgetting them. Israel controls the boarders, the air and
the sea. They have made the place a living hell on earth.
I am not sure how any of the children left in Gaza can ever achieve peace in their hearts when
they see so much destruction around them, and when we have examples such as the five year old
little girl that saw her mother and father blown up in pieces and everyone in her family die; but
she was one of the very few to be able to get a permit and receive medical help in Jordan. These
children are just traumatized for life. Why can’t Israel open the borders and let all the injured
receive help in the West Bank hospitals that are willing to treat them? I am outraged that my
sister-in-law spent two days on the phone calling everyone she knew in order to help her cousin
(continued next page)
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Jeries (Jeries means George in Arabic) get medical care while his body is 80% burned and his
left leg and right foot have been cut off. What annoyed me the most is the Israeli rule that if you
are under 45 years of age you automatically cannot get a permit to travel; thus his brother Anton
(Tony) was not able to accompany him to the Jerusalem hospital. Jeries has had three strokes
and has less than 20% chance to survive with over eight doctors helping him fight for his
life. He needs all of his family members at this critical time.
The family has no other brothers, no sisters and the mother, Jalileh was killed on the spot in
the Israeli attack on their home, Sunday, July 27 th, making her the first Christian mother to be
buried in Gaza. She is originally from Taybeh and spent all her married life in Gaza where life
before the 1967 Israeli occupation was relatively average. The elderly special needs father was
forced to accompany Jeries to the St. Joseph’s Hospital with only a 24 hour permit. Also there
were seven children (out of thousands) who were the lucky ones to get out of Gaza for medical
treatment; but one of them died in the emergency room, two seven year olds are brain dead, and
one in intensive care with his leg cut off. One of the nurses said in Arabic “Where is Obama to
come and see? Sister Valentine said: “How can man be so cruel and destructive?” The senior
UN official said: “The world should hang its head with shame,” for letting Israel get away with
human rights violations.
Jeries’ father is extremely traumatized that the only thing he can tell anyone from the
Christian community who comes to visit him, including the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, and
Archbishop Theodosius (Attala Hanna), “I am not Hamas, I am not Fatah, what did I do to
them?” He cries with every phone call and continues to talk about his wife Jalileh and the
eggplant dish she was preparing when the house was bombed. He has lost everything but has a
very deep faith in God.
Have you seen the evil face of Israel? How many more dead mothers will it take to see
it? Does it make sense to you that 1.8 million people are locked up like in a cage?
“…incline thine ear, O Pure One, and save us from sinking in sorrows; and preserve thy
City, O Theotokos, from every siege of the enemies.”
Please do not be fooled by your local media into thinking we are all terrorists. Please pray
for peace in our world so we may see the Light of Christ in a land that has seen only darkness.
Dr Khoury lives in Palestine, on the West Bank of the Jordan River. The Khourys returned to
the family village of Taybeh after the Oslo Peace Accord in 1993 to boost the economy and
raise their children with centuries-old Palestinian Christian values and traditions. She is the
author of several Orthodox Christian children’s books. Currently she is involved with St George
Greek Orthodox Church, Tabyeh, in fund-raising for a vital housing project aimed at helping
families obtain their first home on land donated by the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate.
“Under international humanitarian law, the parties to a
conflict must distinguish between military objectives
and civilian objects and between combatants and
civilians. They must also avoid harming civilians or
civilian objects, and protect them from the effects of
military operations. This includes protecting water
technicians, water networks and electrical supply
systems.”
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
Xenia’s Faithfulness to God - continued

Gaza (9 July 2014) Mother and children cross
the line of fire to get water. Picture: ICRC
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ORTHODOX PRIEST FIGH TS EBOLA
IN SIERRA LEONE
Wid Bastian

(Source: Pravoslavie.ru, adapted from an article, The Ebola Fight in Sierra Leone)

Former existential atheist and Australian rock star Themi Adams (Adamopoulos) today is a
Greek Orthodox priest, spearheading the Orthodox Church’s apostolic mission in Ebola-hit
Sierra Leone in Africa. Although Father Themi could flee the country to avoid a possible
infection by the virus, as other NGO employees have done, the Greek-Australian decided to
stay…
Since the first outbreak in December of 2013, the Ebola crisis in West Africa has grown from a
local, to a regional and now an international health crisis. As of August 14th, the U.S. Center for
Disease Control and Prevention notes that 1975
cases of Ebola have been reported and 1069
people have died from the disease during the
current outbreak. In Sierra Leone, there have been
783 cases of Ebola and 334 fatalities.
Father Themi, who, runs the Holy Orthodox
Mission in Freetown, Sierra Leone which consists
of a compound for the disabled, known as
Waterloo, a primary school and a teacher’s
college. The Waterloo compound was constructed
to help care for the children of disabled parents.
The mission provides housing for the disabled and their families, water wells for drinking,
cleaning, and growing of fruits and vegetables. A medical clinic and a small school for the
children of the disabled are also located on the Waterloo compound.
From its inception, Father Themi’s missionary work in Sierra Leone has been extremely
challenging, but now the systemic problems of recovering from a devastating civil war, poverty,
and ignorance have been magnified by a horrific health crisis.
Since March, Father Themi, has been sounding the alarm about the Ebola threat but,
unfortunately, his warnings and the alerts of others were not sufficiently heeded. Now,
according to multiple international medical authorities, the Ebola outbreak is out of control.
Interviewed from his residence in Freetown on August 14th, Father Themi said, “This is the
worst period of the crises. I’m hoping that within a few weeks the epidemic will be lessened, but
right now we are in the worst part of the storm. Nurses and
doctors have run away from the hospitals. There are very
few clinics you can go to now and seek any type of
medical treatment unless you have a large amount of
money.”
“Everyone is scared of everybody else. If anyone
complains that they have a headache or a fever… boom,
they’re finished. They are completely shunned and
isolated. As for the rest of us, we are doing our best to
control the situation. The government has quarantined effected areas, movement has as
quarantined …………………………………………………………………..(continued next page)
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been restricted. There is a national curfew – after 7pm no one is allowed on the streets.
“Daily life has become very difficult. Everyone has to wear gloves and wash their hands in
chlorine water. You’re never sure if the person you’re talking to has the virus but isn’t showing
any symptoms yet. The country has ground to a standstill. Crowds are not allowed to gather. It’s
like a war situation.”
Father Themi wants people in the West to know that the Ebola crisis has the potential to
reach North America and Europe. “While many of the international air carriers have stopped
flying to West Africa, there are still flights from Sierra Leone to other African cities. The
potential exists for people who have the disease and may not know it yet to fly to London or
New York and then become symptomatic. When the symptoms are present, the disease is spread
quite easily through routine human contact.”
Ebola is not transmitted by air, but rather through bodily fluids like blood and saliva. The
virus is also not transmitted through water or food, but it can remain on objects, such as needles
or even clothing, for an extended period of time after the infected person comes in contact with
that object. There is no known cure for Ebola (other than experimental drugs) and no inoculation
against the disease. The death rate for those infected with the Ebola virus can be as high as 90%.
“What I am trying to do,” Father Themi says, “is to institute a sound understanding of what
we are dealing with without creating too much fear or panic. For example, all of the altar boys
have to wear long sleeves, trousers and gloves and wash their hands in chlorine before entering
the church. There is a great deal of daily discomfort in addition to the fear of catching the
disease.”
Despite the pleas from many of his friends and supporters urging him to leave Sierra Leone
and seek safety in Australia, Father Themi stayed on saying, “Our Lord Jesus has taught that the
shepherd of the flock does not run away when danger or an enemy approaches but remains to
protect the sheep. The hireling runs away. ‘But he that is a hireling and not the shepherd …
seeing the wolf coming leaves the sheep and flees….the hireling flees because he cares not for
the sheep. (St. John 10. 12-13). I am not a hireling! “Consequently since the next 30 to 60 days
are the most crucial in this current Ebola crisis my natural place for the next few months, or as
long as the emergency period remains, is here in Sierra Leone.”
Father Themi is always in need of resources to support his mission, but particularly so now.
Additional money is needed to buy food to feed the residents of Waterloo so they will choose to
remain in the compound and not go begging in the streets for money.
Begging on the streets of Sierra Leone, once a routine practice, has now become a potentially
deadly pursuit. “We have instituted more stringent security measures on the compound. If
residents choose to go into Freetown to beg, they will not be allowed back inside Waterloo.
They understand that if they are infected with Ebola they can easily spread the disease to many
people in a short period of time. As long as we can feed them, we can keep them here and keep
them safe.”
Although the Waterloo compound houses some of the most at risk people in Freetown, to
date none of the residents have become infected with Ebola. Father Themi credits this to God’s
grace and the efforts of his volunteer staff to take the necessary steps to reduce the chances of
infection.
Funds are desperately needed by the Holy Orthodox Mission to purchase food and nonprescription medical supplies (gloves, face masks, chlorine disinfectants, etc.). Anyone wishing
to assist Father Themi and the Holy Orthodox Mission in Sierra Leone can donate through
Paradise4kids.com. Every dollar raised helps Father Themi take practical steps to protect
people, particularly the less fortunate, from the Ebola threat in Sierra Leone.
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UPCOMING BIBLE STUDY SERIES
FIRST & SECOND THESSALONIANS
The world is a scary place at present. Despite all our technology and sophistication, the
problems loom larger than ever: environmental degradation; incomprehensible cruelty in parts
of Africa and the Middle East; an escalating conflict in the Ukraine; the unremitting tragedy of
Palestine; economic uncertainty; moral decay, social engineering and the hollow triumphalism
of secularism. And so the list could go on.
What is to be done? Will the evil ever end? How do you live for God in an age like this?
Similar questions were asked by the Christians of Thessalonica in the middle of the first century
A.D. The Apostle Paul’s reply was to stand firm and be faithful. Christ is Risen and will come
again. Even now His eternal reign is felt in the hearts of believers. So be watchful, prayerful,
and comfort one another in this certain hope.

Roman Theatre
Thessalonica

Now is just the time to hear afresh the inspired words of the two Epistles to the Thessalonians.
Come and join us at St Patrick Orthodox Mission, Kilburn, for our Sunday Bible Study series on
Thessalonians, beginning SUNDAY 21 SEPTEMBER 2014. The study time starts shortly after
the Divine Liturgy, around about 11.45am. We look forward to together discovering more about
this portion of the Holy Scriptures

Church of St Demetrios,
Thessalonica, 5th cent.
Built over Roman bathhouse
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From the Holy Fathers
BLESSED THEOPHYLACT OF OCHRID
On Taking Up the Cross
(Source: The Explanation of the Blessed Theophylact of the Holy Gospel According to St Mark. Translated by Fr
Christopher Stade. House Springs, Missouri: Chrysostom Press, 1993, pp.69–71)

St Mark 8:34 - 9:1
Verses 34-37: And when He had called the people
unto Him with His disciples also, He said unto them,
Whosoever desires to follow after Me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For
whosoever desires to save his life, shall lose it; but
whosoever shall lose his life for My sake and the
Gospels, the same shall save it. For what shall it
profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and
lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in
exchange for his soul?1
Since Peter had rebuked Him for wanting to be crucified, the Lord called the people unto Him,
and said in the hearing of all, but directing His words mostly towards Peter, "Do you find fault
with Me, Peter, because I take up the cross? I say to you, that neither you, nor anyone else, will
be saved unless you die for the sake of goodness and truth." See that Christ does not compel a
man to die on a cross against his own will. Instead He said, Whosoever desires. The Lord is
saying: "I compel no one. I invite him to something good, not to something bad to which he
must be forced. Whoever does not want these things is not worthy of them." We can learn what
it means to deny oneself if we understand what it means to deny another. He who denies another
is he who, when he sees his brother, or servant, or father, being flogged or even murdered, does
not turn towards him and pity him in his suffering, but acts as if he were a stranger to him.
In this same manner the Lord wants us to show no pity towards our own bodies, so that even
if we are flogged, or worse, let it make no difference to us. Let him take up his cross, that is,
accept a most shameful death, for at that time to die on a cross was considered the most
shameful of deaths. But since many were crucified for being bandits, the Lord added to the
crucifixion something else: that one ought to have virtue. This is what it means to follow Me.
Although His command that one give oneself over to death seemed hard and cruel, the Lord
straightway shows this commandment is given out of love for mankind. For whosoever shall
lose his life for My sake shall find life. And, on the contrary, he who appears to have saved his
life, far from finding life, shall lose it by not remaining steadfast during his time of martyrdom.
Do not say to Me, "But he has saved his life,” it means nothing. Even if you say that he has
gained the whole world as well, it is of no benefit. No one can exchange money for his
salvation, for if that were so, a man who had gained the world but lost his soul, could, while
burning in the .flames .of hell, use .his money. to buy .innocence. ..But at that time and in that
1

In this passage of St. Mark, and in the following commentary, the single Greek word, psyche, has been translated as either
‘life’ or ‘soul’ as it has both these meanings. See also Theophylact's Explanation of St. Matthew, pp. 30, 61, and 193.
(Translator’s note).
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place no such trade can be made. Here let us shut the mouths of those who say, following
Origen, that all the souls in hell will be restored [and reunited with those in heaven] after they
have been punished in accordance with their sins.2 Let them hear that there is no exchange that
can be made there for one’s soul. No one is kept in hell as a punishment. Rather, it is the weight
of his own sins which holds him there.
Verses 38-9:1: Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of Me and of My words in this
adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of Man be ashamed, when He
comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels. And He said unto. them, Truly, I say
to you, that there be some of them that stand here, which shall not taste of death, till they
have seen the kingdom of God come with power.
Intellectual faith does not suffice, but confession of faith with one’s mouth is required as well.
Since man himself is two-fold, let his sanctification be two-fold as well. The soul is sanctified
by faith, but the body is sanctified by confessing. Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed to
confess that the Crucified One is his God, of him also shall the Crucified One be ashamed. For
the Lord shall judge that man to be an unworthy servant, when He comes with glory, escorted by
the angels, and no longer in lowly form. At the second coming He will not appear, as He did
before, to be of base origin and circumstance, and an object of scorn. Since He speaks of His
own glory, He desires to show that He is not vainly boasting, and says, There be some of them
that stand here, namely, Peter, James, and John, who shall not die until I have shown them at
the Transfiguration the glory with which I shall appear at the second coming. For the
Transfiguration was nothing less than a foreshadowing of the second coming, and as He
appeared in radiance then, so will He shine at the second coming, as will also all the righteous.
2

This false teaching of Origen, apokotastasis, the general restoration of all fallen creation, was condemned by the Church as
heresy at the Fifth Ecumenical Council held at Constantinople in 553 AD (Translator’s note).

SAINT PATRICK ORTHODOX MISSION
Saint Patrick Orthodox Mission was established in late 2010. Our aim is to
share the good news of the Gospel of Christ and together work, worship and
grow in the living tradition of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church.
We are a congregation of the Russian Orthodox Church and thoroughly
Australian, with members drawn from a variety of ethnic backgrounds. All
services are conducted in English.
Our ruling hierarch is H.E. Metropolitan Hilarion, Primate of the Russian Orthodox Church
Outside of Russia and Archbishop of Sydney, Australia and New Zealand. Our rector is Father
Peter Hill.
The Mission Church is located at the corner of Way Street & Brooklyn Terrace, Kilburn, SA
5084. By the kind arrangement of the Prospect Anglican parish, St Patrick Church is located
inside the St Christopher Anglican building.
We warmly invite you to visit our services and other activities. If you have questions about the
Mission or about Orthodoxy, please don’t hesitate to contact us. ‘Come and see’ to experience
the worship, faith and life of the Holy Orthodox Church.
Service times, information and contact details are online at
www.stpatrickrocor.com
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From the Holy Fathers

THE VENERABLE BEDE
On Devotion, Frequent Communion and the Holy Angels
(Source: Orthodox England 17.3, March 2014)

It is said that our master and your patron, the Blessed Bede,
said: ‘I know that angels visit the services and the meetings
of the brethren. What if they should not find me there
among them? Will they not say, where is Bede? Why does
he not come to the worship appointed for the brethren?’
The monk Cuthbert, a pupil of Bede, recorded that when
St Bede was dying the texts that came naturally to his mind
were the antiphons from the services, among them the
antiphon for the Magnificat from the Vespers of the
Ascension, which he could not sing without tears.
As one of the priests of the monastery, a deep devotion to
the Eucharist also marked St Bede’s life. In his writings, he constantly urged ordained priests to
be better pastors and more devout celebrants, while the laity, he felt, should come more
frequently to communion. Thus:
‘Whenever we enter the church and draw near to the heavenly mysteries, we ought to approach
with all humility and fear, both because of the presence of the angelic powers and because of the
reverence due to the sacred offering; for as the angels are said to have stood by the Lord’s body
when it lay in the tomb, so we must believe that they are present in the celebration of the
mysteries of His most sacred body at the time of consecration’(St Bede’s Commentary on the
Gospel of St Luke).

Better is a stupid and unlettered brother who, working the good things he knows, is more
worthy of heavenly life than one who, though distinguished for his learning in the Scriptures or
even holding the place of a teacher, lacks the bread of love.
After Father Bede had devoted himself for a long time to the study of Holy Scripture, in his
old age his eyes became dim and he could not see. Some mockers said to him, ‘Father Bede,
behold, the people are gathered together waiting to hear the word of God, arise and preach to
them’. And he, thirsting for the salvation of souls, went up and preached, thinking that there
were people there, whereas there was no-one but the mockers. And as he concluded his sermon,
saying, ‘This may God deign to grant us, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit’, the blessed
angels in the air responded saying, ‘Amen, very venerable Bede.’
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For further information please phone 0466 720 088 or email: frpeter@iprimus.com.au
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