The Discovery Garden at the Iowa State
Fairgrounds began in 1983 as a small bed of annuals
named “The Children’s Garden” planted on the
south side of the Agricultural Building by the
President of the Des Moines Men’s Garden Club.
When volunteerism declined, the Iowa State Fair
Organization assumed the design, planting and
maintenance of the Garden and it became a
miniature farm scene. In the mid-nineties, care of
the area was assigned to the Polk County Master
Gardeners. Under their guidance, the Discovery
Garden, of which about 5,000 square feet gets
replanted each year, has grown into a beautiful spot
maintained by over 80 Master Gardener volunteers
and visited by thousands each year.
The Discovery Garden is a cooperative effort
between the Polk County Extension and Outreach
District Master Gardeners and the Iowa State Fair.
The Discovery Garden highlights:
∗
New and unusual plant material including;
annuals, perennials, tropicals, natives, ornamental
grasses, hardy roses, dwarf conifers and bushes
∗
A children’s tunnel made of gourds and other
climbing vegetables and flowers
∗
A landscaped pond with bog and rapids
∗
An exact replica of the bridge used in the movie,
“The Music Man”
∗
Composting areas and a rainwater harvesting
system
While the intent of the Garden is to peak at the
Iowa State Fair, it provides interest, color and a place
to relax throughout the season. There is rarely a time
when the Garden isn’t in use whether by wandering
gardeners, families with children interested in
crawling through the tunnel, or someone just looking
for a quiet place to eat lunch or read a book. It is
also a favorite place for photographers who value the
variety of colorful borders which make up the
Garden. Plant materials, for the most part, are grown
by Polk County Master Gardeners in the group’s
greenhouse ensuring new and fresh displays each
year. It is a true Iowa treasure!

The Master Gardener Program is a volunteer service
training program whereby adults are given advanced
training in horticulture in exchange for volunteer service to
the community.
Please plan on visiting the Garden anytime during
the growing season to view the inspiring Garden
designs. Remember, gardens are planted to
“peak” during the Iowa State Fair, at which time
all Garden art and plant labels will be in place and
Master Gardeners will be available from 8:00 am 8:00 pm to answer your gardening questions.

COME VISIT US AT THE FAIR!
Polk County Master Gardener volunteers plant, grow and maintain the
Gardens through generous amounts of their time and talents. They also rely
on the benevolent support of individuals and area business. Gifts given for
public purposes to the Polk County Master Gardener Program or Discovery
Garden are tax-deductible as defined under Iowa tax code and federal
guidelines.

For additional information, please visit our Discovery Garden
website: www.discoverygardenpcmg.org
Like us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/discoverygarden

Mission Statement: The mission of the Master Gardener
Program is to provide current, research-based, home
horticulture information and education to the citizens of
Iowa through ISU Extension programs and projects. Through
their participation in educational activities, Master
Gardeners also increase their own personal knowledge in
horticulture.

Polk County Master Gardeners serve as agents of Iowa
State University Extension and Outreach. You will find them
volunteering throughout our community providing horticulture
classes, demonstrations, and leadership to home gardeners. For
more information about the Master Gardener Program contact:

Iowa State University • Polk County Extension and Outreach
1625 Adventureland Dr., Suite A • Altoona, IA 50009
515-957-5760 • Email • mfarlow@iastate.edu
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in
all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin,
gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and
marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)
Many materials can be made available in alternative formats for ADA
clients. To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Office of Civil
Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue,
S.W. Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964.

The Discovery Garden
is free and open daily to the public.
Located at E. 30th & University, South
of the Agriculture Building, Iowa State
Fairgrounds in Des Moines, Iowa.

Discover Gardening at the Discovery Garden
is a series of educational talks presented to the
public at no charge. These talks immediately
follow the Discovery Garden Wednesday work
nights which are from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm.
Remember to bring your lawn chair or blanket to
sit on, stay for the door prizes, AND - feel free to
wander through the Garden before you leave and
enjoy the beauty.

2014 DISCOVERY GARDEN EVENTS
IOWA STATE FAIRGROUNDS
Programs begin at 6:00 pm unless otherwise noted
June 11

CRACKPOT SUCCULENTS

Don't toss those broken terra cotta pots!
Arrange them with hardy succulents to create a
piece of growing garden art for a lowmaintenance hardy container planting. Master
Gardener Susan Appleget Hurst will bring
several examples of the how-to project she
produced for the Fall 2013 issue of Country
Gardens magazine, and demonstrate some tips
and tricks for assembling a cracked pot succulent
container of your own.
June 18

Iowa State Fairgrounds
Des Moines, Iowa

RAIN BARRELS

John Swanson, Watershed Outreach Coordinator,
Easter Lake and Big Creek Lake, Polk Soil & Water
Conservation District will do a presentation on
Rain Barrels.
June 25



SEED SAVING

Sondra Kruger Feldstein has held various
positions on Capitol Hill starting in 1987,
including a stint on the Professional Staff of the
House Agriculture Committee. Sondra joined
Seed Savers Exchange in 1995.
Join us as
Sondra speaks about the seed saving hobby
which now is a collection of over 200 varieties of
vegetables and herbs.
July 9

GARDENING WITH BEES

Master Gardener Christie Flickinger will speak
about the types of plants from which bees gather
nectar and pollen, as well as, how pesticides and
systemics affect bees and how to properly use
them to benefit bee health.

Polk County
Master Gardeners

