SUMMER 2018  NO. 29

A Second Chance for Vinnie
An anonymous phone call. A frantic
search. A sealed cardboard box with
no holes left beside a dumpster. This
series of events thankfully ended happily and brought Vinnie van Gogh safely to us.

On a recent morning, an unidentified caller left a message at the shelter
indicating there was a cat in a box
“near the dumpster.” But which dumpster?! Caller ID showed the call came
from a local business, so Jan, our shelter manager, immediately drove there
assuming that’s where the box was.
She thought if they would dump a cat
at our shelter, they would leave it near
the door, not at our dumpster. When
she didn’t find it, she checked several
nearby locations without success. Returning to the shelter, Jan found the
box right beside our dumpster.
She brought the box inside and
opened it. Out of the box popped a
large white cat with one ear, one blue
and one green eye, and fur that had
been unevenly shorn with a pair of scissors. Despite his ordeal, he was very
friendly and talkative and purred his
thanks for being saved.

Vinnie is between 7 and 8 years old,
has a sprinkling of black freckles on his
nose, and will have long fur once his
bad haircut grows out. He appears to
have been well-fed, and it is evident
that he had received medical care at
one time. He will soon
be ready for adoption.
We are sure Vinnie
never saw it coming. He probably had
a home and in the
next instant it was
gone.
His story is
heartbreaking
and
sadly not unique. People give up their pets
every day. They post
on social media that
"we're moving and
can't take the cat with
us" or "my boyfriend is
allergic to Fluffy".
Every year, millions
of pets are abandoned. The ASPCA
found that 37 percent
of people who gave up
on their pets surrendered them to a
friend, family or neighbor, followed
very closely, at 36 percent, by an animal shelter. But, if there is a villain in
all of this, they suggest it's economics.
Ironically, it's during times of stress,
including financial hardship, that having a pet in the house may be most
critical. There's much data to support
how pets can help decrease stress, improve health and improve social interactions within our communities. People
in tough circumstances should keep
their pets, and as a society, we should
help them.
Of course, that's not to say that
when it comes to pet abandonment,
there are no real villains. Vinnie is not
the first cat we have found in a box left
at the shelter, and unfortunately we
have to assume he’s not the last. The
reasons why people abandon their pets
to a shelter are myriad and often complex. But sometimes, they're just sim-

ple. And stone cold. Owners often just
get tired of their old pets and the extra
care they may require. Strangely, our
pets never seem to get tired of us.
So consider your options before you
let go of your faithful friend. The Humane Society of the United
States (HSUS) has a comprehensive list
online of things you can do before
parting ways with your best friend.
Save on Veterinarian costs by taking
advantage of low-cost spay/neuter and
vaccination clinics. Many shelters and
Vets in the area, including us, offer
these services, along with cat care
counseling to solve allergy problems or
Fluffy’s misses at the litter box. Check
out your local food bank, many have a
shelf devoted to your family pet. Don’t
be afraid to ask for help before you
give your best friend up, you might
need her as much as she needs you.
By Mary Northrop and Jackie Allison,
with excerpts from thedodo.com and aspca.org

It’s kitten season at the shelter!

Homer’s Homilies
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"When you wish upon a star, makes no
difference who you are". I'll say!
It has
been a long time since I've had a home of
my own. Don't get me wrong. I have appreciated my time at Second Chance, all the
friends I've made (human and feline) and the
opportunity to share my cat wisdom with my
readers through "Homer's Homilies".
I have always told my shelter buddies the
perfect adopter is just around the corner. You may have to wait for them, but
eventually they show up.
Nothing signifies bliss better than a hapHomer “helping” at the shelter
py purr. I am embracing the good fortune of
having been adopted by the perfect family. They were looking for a mature cat to enhance their lives and much to my delight, they also fell in love with Sara Lee. She had
spent most of her life in a cage and now she is my forever companion in a home where
we will be loved and cherished. That which we hope for, dream about, long for and
seek, may not be far off. Like the song says, "Like a bolt out of the blue, fate steps in
and sees you through. When you wish upon a star your dreams come true".
This is my last column and an invitation to see that opportunities for a fresh start
are all around you. "If your heart is in your dream, no request is too extreme, when you
wish upon a star as dreamers do."

Cat Tails: Sam & Jack
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The
Scoop

“We are all getting along ever so well
and we have certainly moved from kitty
status to cat status as you can see from
the photo. They love playing with each
other and they love playing fetch with
balls of paper, which has turned into a
nightly routine. They have their own communication with this little chortling if
they've been separated and almost right
away they’re right back together again.
They cuddle with each other every day and
there isn't anything as adorable as that.
Thank you for allowing us to have them as
part of our life. Donna L.”

OUR MISSION
To provide homeless animals
with a second chance at life and
companionship in a no-kill shelter.
Our organization goes beyond
shelter walls and is committed to:
1) Positive people and animal
relationships and placements
2) Offering affordable spay,
neuter and vaccination clinics
3) Cooperative rescue efforts
4) Animal welfare education

Low Cost Spay & Neuter Clinics

Second Chance Animal Rescue is a
501(c)(3) charitable organization
and our EIN is 27-2815668.
SCAR receives no federal, state or
local tax money; nor portions
of donations made to national
humane organizations.

4th Annual Tony Ilacqua
Chicken BBQ

Call us at 603-259-3244
to schedule your cat or dog
June 18, July 16, Aug 20,
Sept 17, Oct 22, Nov 19, Dec 17

ShoeBox Recycling

Drop off your gently used shoes
We raise $20 for every 40 lbs we collect!

Dining for a Cause

Wednesday, June 20, 5:00 - 8:00 pm
99 Restaurant, Meadow St, Littleton
15% of your total bill goes to SCAR

Saturday, July 14, 5:00 - 7:00 pm
Live Music, Cash Bar
VFW Pavilion, Littleton

Annual Gigantic Tent Sale

Saturday, August 11, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Home Depot parking lot, Littleton
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DONATIONS ARE NEEDED!

DROP OFFS ACCEPTED
AT THE SHELTER ON:
Fridays 9am-3pm
Saturdays 9am-Noon
July 6
July 13
July 7
July 14
July 20 July27
July 21
July 28
Aug 4
Aug 5
We Gratefully
We Don’t
Accept:
Accept:
Household Goods
Exercise Equipment
Furniture
Appliances
Antiques
Clothes or Shoes
Books
Magazines
Toys
Computers/Printers
China
Electronics
Glassware
Skis
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Mary’s Cat Chats

The Color of Gratitude

Wizard—Wizard is recovering here
at SCAR after being abandoned by his
family who moved and left him behind.
He was eventually discovered by the
kind landlord who brought him to us.
We have no idea how long he had been
alone, scared and hungry. Wizard is a
long-haired white cat with a black “cap”
and is between one and two years old.
He is beginning to come out of his
shell a bit and he now allows us to
hold him pretty tightly. There is not a
mean bone in his body though, and
once he learns to trust again, we know he will be a great
addition to a warm and welcoming family.
Sometimes our lives are
touched by gentle friends who
stay for only a short while. We
are sad to report the recent
loss of two of our beautiful
cats. Simon, a handsome gray
tabby, came to us about two
years ago with a damaged trachea. This affected both his
ability to breathe and eat. Surgery to repair a cat’s trachea is
rarely successful, so the decision was made to take the best
care of Simon as humanly possible and shower him with
love as long as we could. But at last month’s checkup, we
were told that Simon was failing, he was in pain, and had
lost more weight from his already very thin frame.
Mica had recently arrived at
the shelter with his silky gray
beauty and loving personality
intact. His story can be found in
our Spring Shelter Mews. We
learned he was in the early stages of chronic kidney disease.
Ever optimistic, we hoped that
with proper care and love he
could live for many years. Unfortunately, Mica began to show
signs that his illness was much
further advanced than originally
thought. He became dehydrated and ate very little. Like Simon, he had lost weight that he couldn’t afford to. On the
advice of the vet, the difficult decision was made to end
Simon’s and Mica’s suffering and pain. We were blessed to
have had these two loving, mellow fellows grace our shelter
with their presence. We miss them.
~Mary Northrop

There are certain moments that occur in our lifetime that
are forever etched in our memory. We hold them near to our
hearts and can recall them as if they happened yesterday.
Tina Whipple, our most current featured volunteer, has many
such memories. Growing up in Lancaster, NH with two older
brothers, animals were always part of family life as her father
bred and raised Beagles.
That love affair with animals has continued throughout
her adult life. As long as an animal was willing to have her
as its human, she would be honored to have it as her pet.
She currently has two male cats, Buddy and Gizmo, who have
flourished under her loving care. She also shared with me
fond memories of summer vacations at the family's rustic
cabin on Nash Stream Bog. Her magic kingdom was filled
with mornings of bird song, fishing in the warm sun, and
shining stars and fireflies during the warm evenings.
Life is 10% what happens to you and 90% of
how you react to it according to Charles Swindell. Tina's mother and
grandparents had a big
impact on her life. They
were always caregivers
and have passed the
example of service to
others on to her. For
28 years she was the
administrative assistant
at the Bethlehem Elem.
School.
She
also
worked for ten years
with the Littleton Hospice Program.
Since retiring, she has volunteered at Second Chance taking care of our special furry friends while they wait for their
new homes. We often take for granted the very things that
most deserve our gratitude. Tina is most proud and grateful
for her family, a loving husband, three sons, her two precious grandsons, and their mother. She's rich indeed. Limitations live only in our minds.
Tina would like to travel to Alaska, England, and to places
with a warmer climate. She and her husband went on a long
awaited Caribbean cruise and while in the Dominican Republic she tried zip-lining. Next time she might view a world full
of wonders through the lens of her camera while she's hiking, kayaking, or cross country skiing. As Mark Twain said,
"Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by
the things you didn't do than by the things you did do.”
Many happy adventures are waiting for you, Tina. Explore,
dream, and discover!
~Jackie Allison

Cat Tails: CoCo
“CoCo is quite a love
bug, always jumping up for
lap time and cuddles, and
what a purr! So far, it looks
like she turned out to be a
perfect match for us. We
are crazy about her, and we
think she loves her new
home as well. Thanks for
helping us find the perfect
new baby! Jerry & Cindy L.”
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Cat Tails: Annabelle
“I wanted to share a photo of
Annabelle, now named Joplin.
She is the perfect addition to our
family. Our 3-year-old Siamese
loves her. They sleep together,
eat together, and play well together. I'm so glad that we made
the decision to adopt her. She
has made our lives complete.
Thank you for everything that you do! You are a wonderful
organization. I wish all of you the best. Heidi J.”
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Postage Stamps
Gift Cards
Purina Cat &
Kitten Chow
White Unscented
Clay Cat Litter
Copy Paper
Paper Towels

Tag Us!
Follow and tag us on
Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagram when you
post photos of your
adopted cats or SCAR

You Can Help
We know that you’re swamped with requests for donations. While you support the big national organizations
that help animals, we ask that you first consider giving to your local shelter. We are all volunteer with no paid
staff, so 100% of your donation goes directly for the care of the animals. You can visit us any time and see your
gift at work, giving the abandoned and abused a “Second Chance”!
MONETARY DONATIONS
SCAR relies entirely on private donations
to fund our shelter, rescue and adoption
operations, and community programs. Your
donation is 100% tax deductible. Please
mail your check today, large or small or
donate securely online at
www.secondchancear.org.
TRIBUTE GIFTS
Tribute gifts can be made in memory of
or in honor of a pet or loved one.
A card will be sent upon request.
IN-KIND DONATIONS
Help keep our supply closet stocked up
year round. See our wish list above, at secondchancear.org and at smile.amazon.com
GIFTS OF STOCK & ANNUITIES
Stocks, bonds, mutual fund shares and other
securities, along with transferring of real
estate offer alternative ways to donate that
can benefit both you, your heirs and SCAR.

EBAY SELLABLES
ESTATE GIFTS
Donate jewelry, antiques and other estate
Include SCAR in your will, trust or
valuables and we’ll sell them on EBay. All
with a beneficiary designation.
donations are 100% tax deductible.
CORPORATE PARTNERSHIPS
WORKPLACE GIVING CAMPAIGNS
There are many ways for your company
Many workplaces coordinate charitable
to increase its visibility in the
giving campaigns for their employees.
community and build positive brand
These campaigns allow employees to
presences while helping Second Chance.
donate through one-time gifts and
VOLUNTEER
regular payroll deductions.
SCAR is a 100% volunteer maintained
VEHICLE DONATION
organization. Join us and help the cats and
Donating your unwanted car is simple, easy, kittens who can’t help themselves. You’ll
and free. We convert your car into cash,
also make new friends and have fun! Fill
which becomes a much-needed donation to
out a Volunteer Application today.
SCAR! You are entitled to a tax deduction
FOSTER
and you avoid the cost and hassle of repairCan
you
open
your home occasionally
ing or selling a car that you no longer want.
to house a mom and her kittens until they’re
DONATE WHILE SHOPPING
old enough to be adopted; or house a needy
You shop online, SCAR gets money! For cat on a short term basis when the shelter is
free, with no cost to you! Through either
full? Call the shelter for more information.
iGive.com or smile.amazon.com

