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It Takes a Community to Prevent Child Abuse 

and Neglect… What can YOU do? 

T 
he  Jackson  Council for the Prevention 

of Child Abuse and Neglect believes 

education is the best way to prevent the 

maltreatment of children.  We educate families and 

caregivers about  the concrete things they can do to  

provide a loving, positive environment for 

children in their care.  The more support we have 

from community members the more we can 

protect children in Jackson County, and help them 

grow up to be happy, productive members of 

society.  

 Did you know that there were over 730 

confirmed victims of abuse in Jackson County 

in 2011? 

 Did you know that 1 in 10 children will be 

victims of sexual abuse? 

 Did you know that the city of Jackson has one 

of the highest rates of teen pregnancy in the 

state? 

 Did you know that more than 24% of families 

in Jackson County live in poverty, which is a risk 

factor for abuse? 

 

 

But there is HOPE and that hope is you!  

A gift of just $10 per month is enough to provide a 

family with the 8 week Parenting Education ses-

sion that is CPCAN’s most critical service.  Or you 

may want to make a larger – or smaller commit-

ment – that will support the range of CPCAN ser-

vices, including programs to protect children from 

sexual abuse or prevent shaken baby syndrome. 

National studies show every $1 spent on preven-

tion saves over $40 on treatment to cope with the 

repercussions of child abuse and neglect later on. 

Individual donors like you make our work possible. 

Please do what you can by becoming a sustaining 

member of the CPCAN today. We need YOU! 

 

 

CPCAN 

Become a CPCAN Monthly Sustainer! 

For as little as $5 - $10 a month you can make a difference in the life of a child in Jackson County.  

Call us about becoming a Monthly Sustainer. 

 



A Message from the Director 

P arent education has been proven to reduce the risk of 

child abuse and neglect and is at the heart of CPCAN’s 

mission. Free weekly classes have been offered at the Child 

and Parent Center for a number of years. This past year’s 

classes have been made possible thanks to a Great Parents, Great Start 

grant, a grant from the Youth Advisory Committee of the Jackson 

Community Foundation and most recently a sponsorship from Gerdau 

Special Steel’s Social Responsibility Committee. Gerdau has sponsored  

several CPCAN fundraisers in the past, but this is the first time they have 

sponsored a session of parent education classes. In addition, volunteers 

from Gerdau are providing childcare, picking up donated pizza for the 

attending families from Little Caesars on Wildwood, and cleaning up 

after class.  

 “Gerdau is committed to helping strengthen the communities in 

which it operates, and supporting organizations that strive to make our 

community a better place to live and work is very important to us. 

CPCAN’s mission ‘to educate and strengthen our community to reduce 

child abuse and neglect’ is aligned with our mission as a socially respon-

sible company, and we are pleased to sponsor this round of parenting 

classes and thank the employees and volunteers at CPCAN for their 

dedication to fulfilling this mission,” states Lindsey Edwards, External 

Communications Specialist at Gerdau.  

  The CPCAN is committed to making our parenting classes at the 

Child and Parent Center as meaningful and as helpful as possible to all 

attending families and evaluations from participants show a satisfaction 

level of almost 100 percent! We’re proud of the quality of our programs 

and how they are strengthening the families in our community. Thanks 

to all our supporters for making our 

work possible. 

Our mission, “to educate and 
strengthen our community to reduce 

child abuse and neglect” 
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It  all started with a phone call… would CPCAN be interested in collaborating with other Partnership 

Park non-profits in submitting a bid for a Volunteer Service Day grant? The grant would provide 

$10,000 for supplies and materials and the Consumers Energy Business Technology Solutions (BTS) depart-

ment would supply 200 volunteers to complete the proposed projects.  The answer was a resounding yes!   

 A committee was formed with representatives from CPCAN, Jackson Interfaith Shelter, Jackson YMCA, 

Partnership Park Downtown Neighborhood Association and Together We Can Make A Difference. A 

CPCAN volunteer measured windows, room sizes, etc. and came up with a list of supplies needed for our 

projects. Budgets for the different proposed projects were developed and a proposal was written and 

submitted in May. On August 14, 2013, approximately 70 of the 

Consumers Energy volunteers came to CPCAN to start working! 

Work groups were coordinated for the following projects: 

 painting 

 window washing and new blinds 

 relocation of records to one room and shredded obsolete materials 

 installed new lighting fixtures and drop panels 

 tuned up furnaces and air conditioning units for both buildings 

 unneeded furniture was donated or moved 

 old computer equipment recycled 

 furniture was cleaned and rearranged 

The result of all the great work at CPCAN allowed: 

 a fresh and updated site for parenting classes 

 parent and teacher library resource rooms 

 consolidation of all historical and financial records 

 improvement of 2nd building will allow possible lease to a local 

 non-profit organization 

At the end of the morning session,  a plaque was presented to CPCAN acknowledging Consumers Energy 

BTS Community Day and a check for $250.  Members of BTS also returned over a period of weeks to finish 

work that couldn’t be completed in a single day. 

 Thanks to everyone who donated their time, energy and talents — especially Scott Beloskur, 

BTS team leader extraordinaire! 

Consumers Energy BTS Volunteer Service Day 

Volunteers walked from Consumers Energy’s 
downtown Jackson location to the CPCAN. 
Photo courtesy of Annadora Gonzalez 

2013 Mlive and the Jackson Citizen Patriot. 
All rights reserved. Re-printed with permis-
sion of Mlive and the Jackson Citizen Patriot. 
Article and photos appeared originally in an 
MLive article published on 8/14/13 and can 
be viewed at: http://www.mlive.com/news/
jackson/index.ssf/2013/08/
consumers_energy_employees_con.html 
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E rik Smith of Erik Smith Investments has been a supporter of CPCAN for about 18 

months now and a member of our Board for the past year. “The defenseless 

vulnerability of children” is what drew Erik to CPCAN. Erik is a true advocate of the Period 

of PURPLE Crying — a shaken baby prevention program and has been working with staff 

to bring the program to the Jackson community. Erik has also helped pinpoint some potential business 

supporters in Jackson and feels that helping CPCAN make connections in the community is one of the 

biggest contributions he can offer. We are thankful for Erik’s support and commitment to the CPCAN 

and the children in Jackson county. 

Friends & Fundraisers 

Remember the CPCAN in your will 

and in memory of your loved ones. 

Imagine a world where every child is loved, 

cherished and able to reach their full potential! 

Meet the Board 

C PCAN’s Annual Holiday Open House will be held on Friday, December 6, 2013 from 5-7 p.m. at the 

Child and Parent Center, 606 Greenwood Place, Jackson, MI 49203. There will be soup and sweets, 

and another visit from UM’s a cappella group Gimble. Please mark your calendar and join us! 

Upcoming Events 

Our Hard Working Volunteers 

T he on-going efforts of our dedicated volunteers are enough to take up the entire 

newsletter! But we would like to highlight just a few of the things accomplished 

by theses amazing people. Thank you to all who have made the following possible: 

 Organizing of our new records retention room 

 Outreach to over 75 new and expecting parents at the Community Baby Shower 

 Website and email overhaul, moving CPCAN over to Google Apps for Nonprofits 

 Providing child care during our parenting classes  

 Outreach to several hundred families at the annual Kids’ Fest 

 Providing program materials to local pediatricians, dental offices and childcare facilities 

 Regular lawn care and maintenance 

 Providing Mandated Reporter Trainings to the community 

Visit CPCAN’s website later this month and see our new look! Cpcanjackson.org 

Suspect Abuse or Neglect? 
Call (855) 444-3911 

or email: DHS-CPS-CIGroup@michigan.gov 

If you suspect a child is in 
immediate danger call 911 


