A Guide for
Parent and
Caregivers

Our Mission
Our mission is to provide services which promote healing
to children who have experienced abuse and their families
through intervention, treatment and prevention.
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What is a Child Advocacy
Center?
To understand what a Children’s Advocacy Center (CAC) is, you must
understand what children face without one.
Without a CAC, the child may end up having to tell the worst story of his or
her life over and over again, to doctors, cops, lawyers, therapists,
investigators, judges, and others.
They may have to talk about that traumatic experience in a police station
where they think they might be in trouble, or may be asked the wrong
questions by a well-meaning teacher or other adult that could hurt the case
against the abuser.

CAC’s help coordinate a community’s response to child abuse. There are 854
CAC’s around the country and 17 in South Carolina.
The Child Advocacy of Aiken was founded in 2005. We serve children from
Aiken, Barnwell, Bamberg and other surrounding counties. Each year we
conduct approximately 400 - 450 forensic interviews with children.
Our Purpose:
 Minimize trauma to child victims of child abuse or witness to violence
 Coordinate a collaborative response to cases of child abuse
 Help children heal from their trauma
 Work to increase community awareness of and how to prevent child abuse
in our community

Our Services
The staff of the CAC of Aiken is dedicated to
respecting, honoring, protecting and healing the
children and families who pass through our doors.

You and your child are here because of
concerns of abuse.
Our Goals are to:
 Try to find out what happened to your
child.
 Answer any questions you or your child
might have.
 Assist you and your child through the
legal, medical, and protective process.
 Help you find any services you and your

child need to heal.

All of the services we provide are at no cost
to the family
What our clients said about our center

The Forensic Interview
Our organization conducts forensic interviews with children who may have
experienced abuse or who have witnessed a crime or other violent act.
Our Forensic Interviewers are specially trained
to conduct fact finding sessions with your child
to determine what happened. The interviews
are conducted in a child-friendly, legally sound
manner.
These interviews are video-taped and can be
used to reduce the number of times your child
will have to give information and to assist the
investigation and prosecution of these cases.
Information from a forensic interview may produce evidence that could stand
up in court if the investigation leads to criminal prosecution.

At the end of the interview, the Child Advocate will inform you about
what will happen next. If law enforcement or DSS is present, and time
permits they may also meet with you to give an update about the case.
Unless told otherwise, you and your child are free to leave after talking to
the Child Advocate. The team will meet and develop a plan. An advocate or
LE/DSS investigator my contact you at a later date with more detailed
information.

What should I say after the interview?

 If your child wants to talk about the interview
and or/medical examination listen. Do not ask
questions.
 Do not be concerned if your child does not want
to talk about the visit.
 Many children are "tired" of talking and just want to "get on with it". Praise
your child for talking and acknowledge his or her courage.
 Assure your child of your love and support, no matter what was disclosed
or determined during the interview.
 Avoid leading your child to think that the interview will end the process.
Some cases continue into the legal system and require re-interviews or
court testimony.

Your Team
Our Community is fortunate to have a highly trained team of
professionals which meets every other week to respond to
reports of child abuse. Our Center utilizes a team based
approach when working with children and families. Although
every situation is different, typically families will meet with the
following professionals at some point during their involvement
with our center:
Law Enforcement: Law Enforcement Police Officers who investigate alleged cases
of child abuse work with our center to conduct a forensic interview with a child
who may be a victim of abuse. They also talk with individuals and collect physical
evidence specific to the incident.
Department of Social Services (DSS): DSS case workers develop safety plans and
identify ways for families to meet their basic needs. They work with our center to
conduct forensic interviews with children when they are investigating a case of
alleged child abuse with a family member.
Forensic Interviewer: Our center’s Forensic Interviewers
are specially trained to conduct fact finding sessions with
your child to determine what happened. The interview is
conducted in a child-friendly, legally sound manner.
Nurse Practitioner: Our center’s Nurse Practitioner
has experience and specializes in examining children
who have been abused. If your child is scheduled for a
medical appointment, our child advocate will explain
what to expect and give you additional information.
Advocate: Our center’s Child Advocate assists families
throughout the interview and entire process that may follow.
They may also provide information about community
resources that may be beneficial to you and your child and
will follow up with you regarding the progress of your case.

Therapist: Our center’s therapists have advanced
training in conducting assessments and providing
trauma-focused therapy with children and their
families who have experienced trauma. They will work
with your child and your family, on moving past the
traumatic life event so healing can occur.
Prevention Specialist: Our center’s Prevention Educator conducts trainings and
provides prevention education to parents and other adults in the community
about child abuse and protecting children from abuse.
Multi-Disciplinary Team (MDT): An MDT is a group of professionals who work
together in a coordinated and collaborative manner to ensure an effective
response to reports of child abuse and neglect. Our local MDT members are from
child protection, law enforcement, solicitor’s office, school system, healthcare,
mental health and other community agencies. We meet bi-weekly to discuss action
plans for recent investigations and updates on past cases.

Clients Rights and
Responsibilities
♥ Our clients can reach us from 9:00 a.m. till 5:00 p.m., Monday thru Friday.
After hours, clients can leave a voice mail message and we will return their
call as soon as possible.
♥ Our clients have the right to participate and ask questions about all
aspects of services being planned or delivered.
♥ Our clients have the right to be told if the program cannot provide
services and to be advised of alternative services.
♥ Our clients have the right to confidentiality. We may only release
information with their consent, when ordered by the court, or if we suspect
our client is being harmed, may harm himself/ herself, or someone else.
♥ Our clients have a right to refuse treatment. However, we must involve
other professionals and close the case.
♥ Caregivers are responsible for the well-being and supervision of their
children while at our center. The staff has the right to cancel or reschedule
appointments for clients who put other clients or staff members at risk for
harm or illness.

Please help us safeguard your children and reschedule if
your child is sick.

What is Abuse?

Child abuse is when a parent, caregiver, or someone who exerts power
over the child, whether through action or failing to act, causes injury,
death, emotional harm or risk of serious harm to a child. There are many
forms of child maltreatment, including neglect, physical abuse, sexual
abuse, exploitation and emotional abuse.

JUST THE FACTS
 2.9 million cases of child abuse are reported every year in the
United States
 1 in 10 children will be sexually abused by their 18th birthday
 90% of child sexual abuse victims know the perpetrator in some
way. 68% are abused by a family member.
 In the United States, more than 4 children die from child abuse
and neglect every day. Over 70% of these children are below the
age of 3.
 Children who experience child abuse and neglect are 59% more
likely to be arrested as a juvenile, 28% more likely to be
arrested as an adult, and 30% more likely to commit a violent
crime.

How Abusers ‘Groom’ Children?
Abusers come from all age groups,
genders, income levels, and races.
They often have a need for power
and control. Sometimes, abuse
includes alcohol or drug use or other
forms of domestic violence.
Offenders use many tactics to gain
access to children.
Seeking out children – Abusers usually pick children who are easy to get to
(relatives, friends, and neighbors). They seek quiet children or children who
have emotional needs for friendship and attention.
Establishing relationship with the child – Abusers often seek ways to build
trust and friendship with children. They may spend time playing with them,
volunteer for babysitting, buy them candy or presents.
Breaking down the child’s resistance to touch – Abusers may find ways to
touch children a lot. They may play games with a lot of physical contact like
wrestling or tickling. Children are often confused when the touch becomes
sexual.
Finding ways to isolate a child – Abusers find excuses to be alone with
children.
Blaming or threatening the child to keep the secret –Abusers may say the
following:
“You’ll be responsible for breaking up our family.”
“They will take you away and put you in foster care.”
“You know you like the way I touch you.”
“If you tell I might have to leave.”
“If you tell no one will believe you.”

Normal Sexual Behavior
Children are curious and always
wanting to learn. One of the first
things they want to learn about is
their bodies. They are curious
about the function of each part of
their body. They are curious about
why their body is different from a
parent or sibling of the opposite sex.
We think of this as sexual because we look at this from an adult
viewpoint. For a child, this is just curiosity. It just happens that some
of the things that they are curious about have sexual functions.
Understanding the reasons behind a child's sexual behaviour is
important. When children do not have the language, experience or
ability to seek help, adults must carefully interpret the behavior to
check if the behavior is out of the expected range.
Ages 0-4 – Children at this stage often:







feel comfortable being naked
enjoy touching their own genitals
may want to touch the genitals of other children or adults who they are
familiar with
are interested in their father's penis, especially if they do not have one
may touch women's breasts
are interested in watching when adults get undressed

Ages 5-9 years - Children in this age group may:




start to want privacy when going to the
toilet or showering
masturbate in private
show curiosity about sexuality (for
example, ask questions about babies,
gender and relationships)

Ages 10-13 years - Children in this age group may:
use sexual language
show an interest in girlfriend/boyfriend
relationships
masturbate in private





Ages 14-17 years – Young people in this age
group may:
view materials for sexual arousal
have clear and detailed conversations about sex with friends
get involved in sexual activity with a partner of a similar age





Myth: Talking about sex with my children will just encourage them to
become sexually active.
Fact: In a recent survey of American teens, 9 out of 10 teens said it
would be easier to delay sexual activity and prevent unwanted
pregnancy if they were able to have “more open, honest conversations”
with their parents on these topics. When you talk honestly with your
children about sexual issues, you can give them the knowledge and
skills they need to keep safe and to make good decisions about
relationships and intimacy.

BOOKS MAKE TALKING EASIER:






It's So Amazing!: A Book about Eggs, Sperm, Birth, Babies, and
Families (Ages 7 and up) – Author: Robbie Harris
Just the Facts: A Guy's Guide to Growing Up or There's
Something New About You: A Girl's Guide to Growing Up –
Authors: Melisa Holmes, MD and Trish Hutchison, MD
My Body Belongs to Me from My Head to My Toes – Author: Dagmar
Geisler
I Said No! A Kid-to-kid Guide to Keeping Private Parts Private –
Author: Kimberly King

Problem or Suspicious Sexual
Behavior
◆ Endless questions about sex.
Sexual knowledge too great for
age.
◆ Refuses to leave people alone in
the bathroom.
◆ Continues use of “dirty” words even after exclusion from school and
activities.
◆ Forces another child to play doctor, to take off clothes.
◆ Displays fear or anger about babies or intercourse.
◆ Refuses to put on clothes. Continually exposes self in public despite
multiple reprimands for doing so.
◆ Repeatedly plays with or smears feces. Purposely urinates on self.
◆ Touches/rubs self in public or in private to the exclusion of normal
childhood activities. Masturbates on people or on objects.
◆ Attempts intercourse with another child. Forces sex on other children.
Acts out by humping naked.
◆ Uses bad language against another child’s family. Hurts children of the
opposite sex or younger children.
◆ Talks about sex and sexual acts a lot. Repeatedly in trouble in regard to
sexual behavior.

Helping Your Child
Children almost never tell about abuse to create a problem.
More often, they fear that telling will make people angry at
them. It is extremely difficult for most children to report
abuse.

Some things you can say:
♥ I believe you.
♥ It’s not your fault.
♥ I am sorry this happened to you.
♥ It has happened to other children, too.
♥ I am upset, but not with you.
♥ I am glad you told.
♥ I am angry with the person who did this.
♥ I will take care of you.
♥ I am not sure what will happen next.
♥ You don’t need to take care of me.
♥ You may see me cry because I am sad but that’s okay.
♥ I don’t know why the person did this.
♥ You can still love someone but hate what they do.

Believe & Protect

Some things you can do:
♥ Return to a normal routine as soon as possible.
♥ See that your child receives therapy. The problems from
abuse will not go away by ignoring them.
♥ Find help for yourself. You don’t have to do it alone.
♥ Teach your child rules of personal safety. When they feel
uncomfortable with anyone they should:

Speak up
Leave the situation
Tell a trusted adult
♥ Be careful not to question your child too much. If your
child wants to talk about it, listen supportively, but do
not push.
♥ Keep your child away from the person suspected of
abuse. Never leave your child alone with the person.
♥ Avoid discussing the case with other victims or their
families.
♥ Never coach your child on what to say or how to act.
Encourage them to tell the truth.
♥ Remember to give attention to your other children

Taking Care of Yourself
When abuse is reported, it is normal for parents or caregivers
to feel many different emotions. Typical thoughts and feelings
parents have when they learn about their child’s abuse are:
Denial - When a child is abused by someone the parent loves or trusts the first
reaction may be to not believe that the abuse happened. A parent may not
accept or may believe no real harm was done. Parents should know that
children rarely make up stories about abuse.
Anger - At times parents feel angry at
themselves for not protecting their child.
They may feel angry at the person who
abused their child. They may even feel
angry at their child. Parents need to share
their feelings with a trusted family member,
friend, or professional counselor.
Helplessness - Parents often feel like
things are out of their control. Some parents may fear that their children will
be taken away. It is important to work with professionals at the center and let
them know your concerns.
Shock & Repulsion - Parents who have a history of abuse in their own lives
often have strong negative feelings when similar things happen to their own
children. Parents may need to work with a therapist to overcome strong
emotional reactions to abuse.
Guilt - Parents may feel it is their fault. It is important to remember that the
offender is responsible for the abuse, not you. The best thing you can do is
support your child and learn how to make things better.

Your Well-Being is IMPORTANT
You are going through a very difficult time, and it is important
to take care of yourself. You need to find time to do something
just for you and plan to do it regularly. This may be difficult to
do but it is in the best interest of you and your child.
Scheduling your own time and space will help you gain a sense of control.
Take the time to take care of yourself.
♥ Decide what you would like to do.
♥ Schedule time for yourself.
♥ Write down the time and place.
♥ Tell someone where you are going and when you will be back.
♥ Take care of details, such as child care and transportation.
♥ Enjoy yourself.

Some suggested activities: Take a walk, have lunch with a
friend, go to the movies, or join an exercise class.

Join a support group
Talking to other parents can help you feel less alone

Legal Process
The legal process often moves slowly.
Various proceedings can take place
over a period of months or years. The
legal system was not designed with the
needs of children in mind. The rights of
the child victim are far less defined
than the rights of the accused abuser.

Here are some basic tips for working with
professionals in the system


Be calm and reassuring to your child. Don’t coach your child on what to
say. It is important for the story to come out in your child’s words and in
the child’s own time.



When you are asked for information, try to provide as many facts as you
can. Cases are built on the four W’s: who, what, when and where. Don’t
guess if you don’t know the answer to a question.



Feelings are valuable in giving investigators insight, so tell how you feel
and why you feel that way.



Always be honest, even though the truth may not seem favorable to
yourself or to your child. In the long run, you will be much better off.



Try not to overreact. It is a difficult time and emotions are running high.
Losing control can hurt the case and overshadow the needs of your child.



Love, support and protect your child at all costs. If the alleged offender is a
significant person to you, it can be very difficult to balance your feelings
for him or her with the need to protect your child. Remember that your
child is depending on YOU to protect and make healthy decisions for
them.

Cooperate. You may feel that the investigators are prying into your personal
life, but this is necessary and vital to the case and to your child’s welfare. The
sooner the facts come out, the sooner the case can be resolved and you can
return to a normal life.

What to say to your child?
How much you explain depends on your child’s age.
The most important thing is let your child know that you are proud of him or
her for being brave.
When the case is completed, you may feel let down or have a period of depression.
It happens to most parents, even if the outcome is a positive experience. If your
child hears you express disappointment in the outcome, your child may think you
are disappointed in him or her.
Instead, find a supportive friend with whom you can share your feelings and
frustration.
Remember, you have done your best in trying to prevent further abuse and hold
the offender responsible for what he or she did. Even if the case was dropped, this
is a major accomplishment.

What to say to others
Your child may feel embarrassed and responsible. If there is
no publicity or public awareness, you can decide whom you
will tell.


Let your child know with which relatives or friends you will be discussing it
and let your child have some choice about who is told.

Sometimes you are not the first person to learn of the abuse. You may feel hurt
that someone knew before you.


Understand that your child may have been trying to protect your feelings by
telling someone else. Your child may have felt that person could tell you in a
less upsetting way.

If you are especially close to your family, you will probably want to talk with
them about your child’s abuse and how it has affected the family.




If you know they will react in a negative way, you may not want to share the
information with them unless it becomes necessary.
It is important to maintain your child’s sense of privacy.
On the other hand, be careful not to make it into a shameful secret.

Don’t get caught up in “Victim Blaming”
Remember your child did nothing wrong.

South Carolina’s Crime
Victim’s Compensation

The South Carolina Department of Crime Victims’ Compensation (DCVC) fund
is a financial assistance program designed to help victims with expenses
directly resulting from a crime that are not covered by other payment sources
(such as insurance). Administered by the South Carolina Attorney General’s
Office, the Crime Victims’ Compensation Fund can pay for certain costs for
recovery treatment.
Fund pays for: DCVC is authorized to provide up to a total of $15,000 for medical
and dental services that are a direct result of a crime with proper documentation.
Additionally:
 Counseling Services (special conditions apply)
 Lost Wages/Loss of Support (special conditions apply)
 Funeral/Burial Expenses (Payment for funeral/burial may be up to $4,000)
*** Based upon eligibility and the individual needs of the crime victim
Funds do not pay for:
 Property damage
 Property replacement costs
 Non-criminal related traffic offenses
 Pain and suffering
 Relocation expenses

Please note other services and stipulations below – all services below
require specific documentation – go to DCVC’s website to find out
more - http://www.sova.sc.gov/rights.html

A victim advocate from law enforcement will contact
you regarding assistance in applying to DCVC for
compensation.
DCVC Contact Information:
Website: http://www.sova.sc.gov/contact.html
Mailing Address: Edgar A. Brown Building, Room 401
1205 Pendleton Street
Columbia, South Carolina 29201
Physical Address: Statehouse Complex
Edgar A. Brown Building, Room 401
Columbia, South Carolina 29201
Phone: 803-734-1900
Fax: 803-734-1708
Toll Free: 1-800-220-5370 (Crime Victims Only, Please)
Hours: 8:30am - 5:00pm
Monday - Friday
E-mail: dcvc@scag.gov

Victim Rights – South
Carolina
South Carolina Victims Bill of Rights


To be treated with fairness and dignity, and to be free from intimidation,
harassment, or abuse, throughout the criminal and juvenile justice
process.



To be informed of your constitutional rights provided by statute.



To be reasonably informed when the accused or convicted person is
arrested, released from custody, or has escaped.



To be informed of and present at all criminal proceedings which are
dispositive of the charges where the defendant has the right to be present.



To be reasonably informed of and be allowed to submit either a written or
oral statement at all hearings affecting bond or bail.



To be heard at any proceeding involving a post-arrest release decision, a
plea, or sentencing.



To be reasonably protected from the accused or persons acting on his/her
behalf throughout the criminal justice process.



To confer with the prosecution, after the crime against the victim has been
charged, before the trial or before any disposition.



To have reasonable access after the conclusion of the criminal
investigation to all documents relating to the crime against the victim
before trial.



To receive prompt and full restitution from the convicted person or
persons of the criminal conduct that caused the victim’s loss or injury
including both adult and juvenile offenders.



To be informed of any proceeding when any post-conviction action is
being considered and be present at any post-conviction hearing involving
a post-conviction release decision.



To a reasonable disposition and prompt and final conclusion of the case.

Solicitors Office Victim
Assistance Programs
Victim-Witness Assistance Program of Aiken County
(VWAP)
VWAP, through Aiken County Solicitors Office, provides support to victims of
and witnesses to crime throughout the prosecution of their case. The
Victim/Witness Assistance Program assists with Victim Impact Statements,
applications for compensation, notification of case proceedings, employer
and/or creditor intervention, courtroom orientation and accompaniment,
translation and restitution recovery. We also work cooperatively with other
advocacy and criminal justice agencies to provide every available resource to
victims.
Aiken County Judicial Center
109 Park Avenue, SE
Aiken, SC 29802
Phone: 803.642.1557 Ext. 351
Barnwell County Courthouse (Bamberg and Barnwell Office)
141 Main Street
Barnwell, SC 29812
Phone: 803.541.1091
https://www.cityofaikensc.gov/victim-services/

County Police Victim
Assistance
Aiken County Victim Services

Aiken County Victim Services is a collaborative effort with the Aiken County
Sheriff’s Office, the Aiken County Detention Center, and the Aiken County
Summary Courts to inform and support victims of crime at the earliest onset of
victimization.
Victim Advocates ensure that the victim is aware of their rights and receive the
assistance they need within the criminal justice process. Services include, but are
not limited to the following:
 Notification of case proceedings
 Emotional support
 Assistance with problems resulting from victimization
 Assistance in completing and filing victim compensation benefits through
the State Office of Victim’s Assistance
 Crisis intervention
 Referrals to helping agencies
Aiken County Government Center
1930 University Parkway | Suite 3100
Aiken, SC 29801
Phone: 803.642.7524
https://www.aikencountysc.gov/DspOfc?qOfcID=ADMVS

City Police Victim Assistance
City of Aiken - Department of Public Safety OR
City of North Augusta – Department of Public Safety
Victim Services Division
During Preliminary Investigation:
 Victim Advocates (VA) describes victim’s constitutional rights and
responsibilities.
On Scene Assistance:
 VA responds to scenes that involve severe emotional and or physical trauma
During Follow-Up Investigation:
 VA contacts victims to provide support and services based on the victim’s
needs
 VA provides an explanation of the prosecution of the case and court
procedures
Assistance to Investigations:
 VA assists with scheduling interviews, arranging transportation, and
coordinates the return of property to victims
Upon Arrest:
 VA notifies victim of subject’s arrest and court hearings
 VA provides information to victims about municipal court
 VA provides protection to victims
Assistance to victims who have been threatened:
 Pursuant to Section 16-9-340 S.C Code of Laws all reported threats towards
victims/witnesses shall be investigated by the Department
 Appropriate assistance will be determined and provided to victims/witnesses.
Aiken Department of Public Safety - (803) 642-7721
N. Augusta Department of Public Safety - (803) 441-4261

Domestic Violence &
Protection Orders
The Cumbee Center to Assist Abused Persons

*24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES*
Cumbee Center provides temporary shelter, long term counseling and
assistance to victims of domestic violence and sexual assault. Services
provided include: crisis intervention to domestic violence and sexual
assault victims on a 24 hour basis, emergency shelter, support groups, peer
support, long and short term counseling, education to children, teens, and
adults. Crisis Hotline- 803-649-0480 or www.cumbeecenter.org

Protective Orders – SC Law
An order of protection is a civil order that provides protection from abuse
by a current or former spouse, someone with whom has a child in common,
or a live-in partner of the opposite sex.
1. Temporary orders of protection are issued when a judge believes
someone is in immediate danger of abuse. A judge will hold a court
hearing before they issue a temporary order. The accused abuser will
not present at this hearing. The judge will hold the hearing within 24
hours of a petition being filed. The temporary order is generally in
effect for 15 days after service of the order (in other words, when the
abuser is given a copy of the order), at which point a full court hearing
will be held for a final order of protection. However, the judge may
extend the temporary order if the full court hearing is postponed.
2. Final orders of protection are issued only after a full court hearing,
where both the victim and the abuser have a chance to be present and
present both sides of the story. Final orders of protection last at least 6
months but not more than one year.
A judge can extend, change or cancel an order of protection. The victim
must go to the family court clerk's office and request a motion to extend,
modify or for a dismissal. The victim must bring their order of protection
with them in order to request a change.
**Contact the Cumbee Center for more information.

Therapy/Counseling

The CAC of Aiken offers Trauma Focused Therapy Services to all
children and families that have had
a forensic interview at our Center
or other neighboring CAC’s. Our
Services are provided at no cost to
the family.
However families may choose to
look elsewhere for counseling.
Other local agencies that offer trauma focused counseling
services:
Aiken-Barnwell Mental Health –
Aiken Barnwell Mental Health Center (ABMHC) is a community mental
health center providing behavioral health services to families, adults and
children who are in need of counseling and/or are diagnosed with a mental
illness. Their therapists are trained in trauma focused therapy techniques.
Phone: 803-641-7700

Other Local Resources
Aiken County Helpline – 211

If you're looking for assistance with a problem or
you simply want information on a particular
human service issue:

Dial 2-1-1 or go online to www.sc211.org

Children’s Place Inc. – Offers therapeutic child
care, prevention based community support
services, parenting classes and ‘Beds for Babies’ program. Address: 310 Barnwell
Avenue, NE, Aiken, SC 29801; Phone: 803-641-4144
Helping Hands/Aiken Youth Empowerment - residential and community-based
services for children and teens in foster care order to improve their health,
independent living skills, educational outcomes and/or resilience. For more
information about our programs, contact (803) 648-3456
The Salvation Army, Aiken - Offers homeless shelter, soup kitchen, food pantry,
utility assistance, clothing vouchers, fire victim services, seniors program, has

Boys & Girls club and character building programs Located: 322 Gayle Ave; (803)
648-0461
Aiken ACTS (Area Churches Together) - provides: *clothing *food pantry
*heaters and box fans *medical expense assistance for eyeglasses or dental
extraction work *prescription assistance *senior food program *utility bill
payment assistance. (proper documentation required). Aiken - (803) 642-5919;
2nd ACTS in Graniteville - (803) 392-7022
Dept. of Social Services – provides *Adoption Services, *(ABC) Child Care
Program, *Child and Adult Care Food Program, *Daniel's Law (safe haven for
abandoned babies) * FI or TANF - Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, *Food
Stamps or SNAP, *foster home placement and foster parent recruitment,
*Independent Living for teens, *Medicaid (Healthy Connections), *Project Hope,
and *Responsible Father Registry. 1410 Park Ave SE; (803) 202-3500
Community Ministry of North Augusta – Christ-centered assistance to lowincome individuals and families. Services include but are not limited to: intake
assessment, utility assistance, food pantry, personal care items, prescription
assistance, life-skills training, spiritual support, and connecting to other social
service providers that assist with basic needs, rapid rehousing, WIC, vocational
and educational enrichment, rental assistance, and eviction prevention. 646 E
Buena Vista Avenue North Augusta; (803) 279-5771
Christ Central Aiken/Graniteville - Provides food, clothing, education which
includes free preschool, mentoring for school-aged children and free fast-track
GED and Jobs for Life program to help the unemployed and under-employed to
find and keep jobs. 3605 Richland Ave. W.; 803-640-1708
Hope Ministries of the Valley, Inc. - Serves the Valley area of Aiken County with
food and clothes. To qualify, one must live in the Valley area, have proof of
residence. 803-380-9025
Aiken County Health Department - Offers help with vital records,
immunizations, preventive health (family planning and STD testing/treatment),
TB control, WIC, postpartum, newborn home visits, home health and children with
special healthcare needs. Location: 222 Beaufort St. N.E.; Call 803-642-1687
Tri-Development Center – serves children and adults in Aiken County with
autism, head and spinal cord injuries, intellectual disabilities and related
disabilities as well as their families. 803-642-8800

Keeping Your Child Safe

The CAC of Aiken
The Child Advocacy Center of Aiken County is here to help you, your
family, or loved one through this difficult time. Our Center provides
services for children and families who have experienced abuse or
neglect. Our staff is here for you and your child each step of the way,
from the early stages of an investigation through the healing process.

Contact Us
HOURS OF OPERATION:
Monday through Friday 9:00am to 5:00pm
LOCATION: 4231 Trolley Line Road
MAILING ADDRESS: P. O. Box 1763 Aiken, SC 29802
PHONE NUMBER: (803) 644-5100
FAX NUMBER: (803) 644-7233
WEBSITE: www.cacofaiken.org

