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President’s Letter 

Happy Fall Everyone, 

There is exciting news for the Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs this fall.  The Arizona Herb 
Association has joined AFGC bringing 126 members to us.  AHA is a wonderful organization, very 
active in this area and offering education to its members and the public.  We are extremely pleased 
that they have joined us and look forward to their participation in AFGC.  AHA meets the first 
Thursday of each month at 7:00PM at the Maricopa County Extension office in Phoenix. 

There is so much to do and enjoy in the next few months, I hardly know where to start.  The Southern 
District meeting is October 18th, Northern District meeting, October 22nd, Central/Eastern District 
meeting, November 1st, and Western District meeting, November 4th.  The 2016 -2017 AFGC 
President’s Project will be presented to members at each of these meetings.  Pending approval of a 
proposed amended 2016-2017 AFGC budget at our October 25th Board meeting, we will be offering 
monetary awards to four clubs whose members have best met conditions of the Million Pollinator 
Garden Challenge and proposed a worthy project for their club using the AFGC award.  The funds for 
this project will come from the President’s Project budget as well as the profits from the very 
successful fundraiser, Kaleidoscope, a Garden Party.  This President is committed to giving back to the 
clubs as a thank you for their support and loyalty.  I will have information on this project to hand out 
to members at each of the District meetings.  

 As a reminder, NGC Landscape Design Course I will be held at the Maricopa County Extension Center 
on November 12 – 14, 2016, and I am delighted to say that the class is nearly full.  If you haven’t 
registered as yet, you still have a few weeks to do so until there are no seats available.  

 The AFGC Fall Board meeting is October 25th and I encourage you to attend if at all possible. As an 
AFGC member, you are welcome to attend as a guest, however you may not vote unless you are 
representing your club as a delegate.  The number of delegates per club is based on membership, and 
your club should appoint delegates to represent them at the Board meetings in addition to AFGC 
Board members.  

I recently returned from the NGC Fall Board meeting in Portland, ME and there was much discussion 
of the role of the Regions after May 31, 2017.  Each Region must decide whether they will continue on 
as a separate organization or if they will dissolve and distribute all of their funds either to NGC or the 
states in that Region.  Several Regions have started the process of becoming a 501c3 charitable 
organization and will continue as a separate entity.  Arizona is located in the Pacific Region as stated 
by the NGC bylaws.  The Pacific Region Executive Committee met in Portland, ME and voted to accept 
the proposed bylaws and form a 501c3 to be named the Pacific Region Garden Clubs.  I will try to 
summarize the issues, both pro and con, that are relevant to this decision at the Board meeting, as 
well as take questions.  It is extremely important that each club is informed of the options presented 
here. 

I look forward to seeing all of you at your District meetings and at the AFGC Fall 
Board meeting. 

Thank you for all that you have done and all that I know you will do. 

Judy Tolbert, AFGC President 
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Celebrate the Life of  

Sylvia Patrick 
October 15, 2016 

11:00 AM with Luncheon to Follow 

Grace Community Church 

16165 W Mountain View Boulevard 

Surprise, AZ 85374  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sylvia Patrick was born February 17, 1935 in Oil City, Pennsylvania.  Sylvia’s mother was a 

seamstress and her father was a pastor.  Sylvia was the middle child of three girls.  She 

was raised in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and was very active in her High School’s marching 

band, playing the flute and the piccolo.  After graduating from Ambridge High School in 

1953, Sylvia enrolled in Beauty School and worked in downtown Pittsburgh for numerous 

years as a hairdresser.  Sylvia married John Patrick on April 28, 1956 on her husband’s 

birthday.  Living in Pittsburgh, Sylvia and John had two daughters Robin and Roslyn.  Sylvia 

was a stay-at-home mother and also worked at home as a part time hairdresser.  She was 

very active in the Ingomar Garden Club until she moved to Arizona in 1992.  Sylvia was a 

Master Judge and a flower designer. She was very active in the Daughters of the American 

Revolution and she was a member of the Mayflower Society.  Sylvia and her husband 

were antique collectors and loved to travel spending numerous years traveling around the 

world.  Sylvia’s husband passed away in October 2013, having been married 57 years.  

Sylvia had four grandchildren and two great grandchildren.  She passed away on July 18, 

2016 at the age of 81 surrounded by her loving family at the time of her death. 

by Marge Bayless 
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Scottsdale Garden Club 
by Judy Shelton 

Scottsdale Garden Club has been working with Cochise Elementary School in Scottsdale for the past several years. The 
school has recently added 5 above ground gardens. Scottsdale Garden Club member Aurien Preiss contacted Ames 
Company via National Garden Clubs and requested tools for the children. Ames donated everything on the list (all 120 
pounds) this September and Aurien and Judy Shelton delivered the tools on September 20, 2016. The gardens were 
planted last spring and children and parents tended the gardens over the summer. They planted basil and rosemary, 
corn, okra, sunflowers, pumpkins and even cotton. Recently the children have been busy composting. Gardening has 
been a learning experience for the students, grades kindergarten – 5th grade, with the help of the teachers, parents and 
Scottsdale Garden Club. 

Cochise is rated A+ and having gardens helped to achieve this honor. The school has participated in Scottsdale Garden 
Clubs Flower Shows, which are held at Mustang Library in Scottsdale. The next Flower Show will be “Signs of Spring” 
and will be held on March 24, 25 and 26th of 2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Middle Photo: Aurien Press and Judy Shelton 

SAVE the DATE! Pacific Region Convention 

By Brynn Tavasci 

Save the Date!  The Pacific Region Convention, “Best of the Northwest, the Pause that 
Refreshes,” will be held April 18 – 20, 2017 at the Embassy Suites, 15920 W Valley Hwy, 
Seattle WA 98188. Members of Washington State Federation of Garden Clubs are working 
hard to prepare a fun and educational event with ample time for reconnecting with your 
friends from across the region. There will also be time for brainstorming at meetings and 
learning new gardening tricks at workshops.  

This will be an installation convention so please come support our current Pacific Region 
Director, Kristie Livreri from Nevada, and welcome our incoming Director Peggy Olin from 
Oregon. Another special event will include the docent tour of our “Best of the Northwest 
Designers Gallery.” Nine of the best WSFGC designers will show you designs highlighting the 
beauty of Washington from all over the state. 

Keep your eyes open for the registration form, coming soon. Please come and join us in Washington, it will be the pause that 
refreshes.  

Brynn Tavasci, Chairman     Diane Franchini, Assistant Chairman 

brynn-tavasci@comcast.net   franchinisd@gmail.com 

mailto:Brynn-tavasci@comcast.net
mailto:franchinisd@gmail.com
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The Central/Eastern District Presents 

“Wild about Monarchs” 
Tuesday, November 1, 2016  

 

 
 

Our Speaker, Karen Bowen, is a member of the MGM Garden Society of Yuma.  A Master 
Gardener and Educator, she loves Monarch Butterflies and will tell us little Known facts 
about them, the history and their present day decline.                  

Valley Garden Center                  Orvalita Hopkins Central District Director 

1809N. 15th Ave Phoenix AZ 85013              602-206-6070      Orvalita@hotmail.com 

10 am registration,                  Barbara Mlnarik   Alternate Director 

602-943-5924       rbmlk@cox.net                                                                                                                                                    

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Central & Eastern District Meeting 

Valley Garden Center, 1809 N. 15th Ave. Phoenix AZ 85007 

Tuesday November 1st at 10:30 AM           Hosted by Washington Garden Club 

                           Name: (please print) _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________Club _____________________________________ 

City____________________________________State_______Zip___________________________ 

Phone__________________________________Email_____________________________________ 

AFGC Past Pres.__________ AZ State life__________ Pacific Region office________ PR life_______ 

Registration & Refreshments: 10: am 

Chompie`s Deli Lunch, offering deli meats, cheeses, rye bread or rolls with coleslaw or potato salads. 

Please state special food needs:   ___________________________________________ 

Lunch and Registration Fee: $25.00  Deadline for reservations, October 15th 2016 

Make check payable to: Washington Garden Club 

Mail Completed form and check to: Linda Pierce    WGC Treasurer    cell:  602-565-4598 

6432 W. Garfield ST. Phoenix, AZ 85043    lindapierce22@gmail.com 

mailto:Orvalita@hotmail.com
mailto:rbmlk@cox.net
mailto:lindapierce22@gmail.com
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Alta Vista Garden Club’s August Garden of the Month 
“A Country Garden” 
by Ann Baugh and Roberta Pelayo 
 
A surprising piece of Prescott history can be found in Chino Valley. The Santa Fe Railroad originally owned the house 
that now sits at 1245 Gilson Street. It was built in Prescott in 1889. In 1989 it was cut in half and moved to Chino 
Valley. Welcome to “A Country Garden,” Alta Vista Garden Club's August Garden of the Month. 
 
The homeowners, Edie and David Spain, were actually born in the same hospital in Indianapolis. After meeting in 1976 
in California, they have now been married 40 years and have created a picture perfect home and garden on Gilson 
Street. They have been owners since 2004 and have lived there since they retired from California. 
 
When Edie was asked why she and David chose Chino Valley, she explained that the area was a recommendation from 
one of David's bridge partners.  Breathtaking views of Bill Williams Mountain, San Francisco Peaks and Little Thumb 
Butte convinced them "this was the house for them!" 
 
As you approach the property on Gilson, a naturally designed island with impressive junipers and volunteer yuccas sets 
the stage to present this quaint house. Edie shared that she and David spend a lot of time watching the woodpeckers 
eat the yucca seeds annually and they look forward to their front porch sittin’ in the late summer. The gardens are 
exactly as they imagined when they drew up a model of the hardscape prior to hiring a landscaper. 
 
When Edie was a young woman, her exposure to beautiful gardens started with her mother's transformation of an 
empty lot which surrounded her small cottage.  "It resembled Monet's Garden in France," she proudly shared. Edie 
wanted that same beautiful feeling in her own garden. Gardening is really in her genes...not only was her mother 
talented, her sister is an award winning gardener. As a college student, Edie traveled to Europe several times enjoying 
many gardens including Ann Hathaway's Cottage Garden in Stratford-upon-Avon. 
 
The front of the house is framed on either side by rose bushes, beautiful yellow Potentilla, and very handsome 
Junipers. The paver walkway leads to a spacious porch where the owners spend a lot of time enjoying the views of 
their garden areas.  Although the plant selections were mostly those of the landscaper, it was Edie's vision of a colorful 
country garden that he followed.  

 
Wander around both sides of the house and you are surrounded with some of their favorite plants:  purple Russian 
Sage, golden Karl Forester Reed Grass and purple Butterfly Bush.  The blend of pink Mexican Primrose, Robe Locust and 
Purple Plum trees, Heavenly Bamboo, Deer Grasses, variegated Euonymus, red blooming Yucca, and Arizona Willows is 
perfection. Soon to join the array will be the impressive blooms of Lavender and Giant Pampas Grasses. Next to the 
landscaped property, on the west side of the home is approximately an acre vast and open where David spends time 
hitting golf balls from any one of three tees to a raised putting green surrounded by Butterfly Bushes, Pampas Grass 
and a mature Deodar Cedar. 
 

All of this space and landscape sounds like a lot of work, but it really only requires maintenance just about twice a year 
(with the exception of pulling a weed or two). Although both Edie and David enjoy beautiful gardens, their experience 
in California was limited to minor tending and maintenance. After the thirty years they lived and gardened in Venice, 
California, they have quickly recognized that gardening in Arizona is completely different.  Fortunately they discovered 
Nathan Hanna at Rock 'N' Earth in Prescott Valley who did the landscaping for them.  Their home and garden are 
definitely jewels in Chino Valley.  Stop by and check out “A Country Garden!” 

For more information about Alta Vista Garden Club visit www.altavistagardenclub.org 

Left & Top Middle: 
Front of Garden 
Bottom Middle: 
Putting Green 
Top Right:  
Kale & Flowers 
Bottom Right: 
Veggie Garden 

http://www.altavistagardenclub.org
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Here & There 
FILOLI Gardens, Woodside, CA 
by Linda Larson 
 
Returning from my travels 
this Fall I was unaware that 
I was suffering from a bad 
case of “California Garden 
Delusion” fever.  It set in as 
I was driving from the 
Pacific coast home to Mesa.  
All along the route I was 
preoccupied with my own 
garden imagining where I 
could redesign the space 
and insert a profusion of 
flowers, vegetables and 
berries. Upon returning 
home, I wandered through 
my garden marking the 
doomed plants for removal.  
Then feverishly with 
pickaxe, shovel and compost the transformation 
began.  A week later and with every muscle in my 
body crying out in pain I was finished preparing 
the bed but the temperatures were still reaching 
100 degrees.  My “Garden Delusion” fever broke 
and I began to rethink the types of plants I would 
be growing in my newly prepared space. 
 
Perhaps it has happened to you, travel away and 
visit wonderful gardens and come home thinking 
that is what you must have here in the desert 
southwest.  I am comforted to realize this fever 
(not a documented medical condition but 

anecdotally quite well known) can strike anyone. 
It struck Mr. & Mrs. William Bowers Bourn II 
quite hard in 1915.  Mr. Bourn was the owner of 

the Empire Gold Mine, productive for 
106 years, and the Spring Valley Water 
Company supplying water to San 
Francisco, CA.  Having enormous wealth 
and unlimited access to water he 
recreated the Irish estate of Muckross 
house in California.  
 
The garden known today as FILOLI in 
Woodside is a grand estate with a 
renaissance -style garden now open to 
the public as a National Trust Historic 
site.  FILOLI is a unique name that 
mystified Bourns’ friends and even 
today confuses visitors. The mystery is 
easily solved as the word is an acronym 
formed by the first two letters of 
Bourn’s credo, “Fight for a just cause; 
Love your fellow man; Live a good 

life” forms FILOLI.   
 
Bourn purchased the Muckross house estate in 
Ireland for his daughter Maud and son-in-law, 
Irish Senator Vaughn Vincent.  Spending time in 
Ireland he became enamored of the Irish formal 
gardens with rhododendrons, perfectly trimmed 
boxwoods, sunken gardens, terraces and grass 
lawns.   Muckross, built in the mid 1800’s, is an 
example of the “fashionable pursuit of 
landowners who found in gardening a way to 
display their wealth and social status and who 
vied with each other to grow all manner of 
rarities.” (Irish Inventory of Architectural 
Heritage)   
 
Where I have been known to bring seeds home 
for my garden from my travels, William Bowers 
Bourn had Irish Yew trees brought to California 
from Ireland.  In addition to constructing a stately 
mansion for his home he also included Demesnes 
(lands of the manor) with 654 acres surrounding 
the house.  Living so far from San Francisco the 
estate needed to produce food, firewood and fine 
living.  Today the freeways allow you to travel 

A Traveling Gardener, wandering, wondering & noticing. . . . 
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easily to visit the FILOLI gardens yet in 1915 the 
journey was much different. 
 
Visiting FILOLI today is to wander into a different 
time period, you may tour the formal home and 
then walk out onto the terrace and take a turn in 
the garden.  The variety of plants, trees and art 
objects reflects the goal of the owners to establish 
a house and garden to showcase their wealth and 
culture. 
 
Today you may tour the garden house, espaliered 
orchards, cutting gardens, a swimming pool 
pavilion, woodland garden, sunken garden, knot 
garden (both large and a miniature form) formal 
tree lined walkways of Yew trees and more.  
There is much to explore and such variation in 
plants, shapes, forms and style.  The garden 
changes through the seasons so a visit any time of 
the year will be satisfying, though a spring visit 
could be highlighted by the Daffodil Meadow in 
bloom.    

 

Throughout the 19th century increased interest 
in discovering new plants from around the world 
fueled the desire to have large impressive 
gardens for important parties and social events to 
maintain social status. FILOLI certainly achieved 
true magnificence in this goal.  Yet even with 
these grand garden spaces many families of these 
great mansions would establish a smaller more 
intimate garden space close in to enjoy on a daily 
basis.  The small size garden is what many of us 
hope to enjoy in our own homes.  

It is wonderful to visit such grand gardens as 
FILOLI or Muckross House but it can make a 
person a bit delusional. For me it created a 
feverish desire to have a plant in every color, 
shape and texture wedged into every last nook 
and cranny of my own garden.   So I must recover 
and choose only a few more plants, unless I find a 
gold mine and unlimited supply of water. 
 
Linda Larson, A Traveling Gardener, wandering, 
wondering, noticing. . .  
 
Linda offers programs for all audiences.  Part 
travelogue, part inspiration and motivation, the 
presentations are an invigorating prescription for 
anyone intrigued by nature, travel and the 
environment to consider the revitalizing quality of 
garden visits. Her website offers readers the 
opportunity to be whisked away on a mini vacation 
through her colorful narratives and lush 
photography.  http://travelinggardener.com/ 
 
 
 

http://travelinggardener.com/
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http://www.desertriversaudubon.org/
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America’s White House Gardens 
by Karen Bowen 

A garden is never finished. You are always adding new 
plants and removing others or constructing new beds to 
grow plants you have no room for elsewhere. Since 1800, 
when President Adams planted the first White House 
garden, America’s presidents have continually designed, 
planted and re-designed the gardens surrounding the 
White House. 

Upon taking office, President Washington began drawing 
up plans for a President’s House and gardens. Washington 
lived at his Mt. Vernon residence and directed 
construction of the President’s House throughout his term 
of office. The second president of the United States, John 
Adams, moved into the President’s House in 1800 near 
the end of his term of office.  Wanting to grow their own 
vegetables, he and his wife had a flower and vegetable 
garden constructed.  

Ever since that first garden, presidents and their spouses 
have had a hand in the evolution of the White House 
Gardens. In 1801, Thomas Jefferson, the second president 

to reside in the White House, added ornamental and fruit 
trees to John Adam’s garden. In 1835, Andrew Jackson 
built a small greenhouse to grow tropical fruit. In 1857, 
the small greenhouse was removed and a full-size 
greenhouse built.  

In 1902, Edith Roosevelt designed a Colonial Garden 
where the Rose Garden is today. The Rose Garden 
designed by Woodrow Wilson’s first wife, Ellen, replaced 
her garden in 1912. The Wilsons also brought in sheep to 
graze on the White House lawns to help conserve money 
during WWI.  

During WWII, in 1943, President Teddy Roosevelt and 
wife, Eleanor, planted a Victory Garden to encourage 
American families to grow their own food. The idea 
caught on, and over 40% of America’s vegetables were 
grown in Victory Gardens during the war. 

Jacqueline Kennedy redesigned the Rose Garden in 1961. 
The Rose Garden has a large rectangular area of lawn and 
flowerbeds outlined with hedges of low-growing 
boxwood. Flowering crab apple trees, magnolia trees, 
roses, annuals, and 3,000 tulips make for a spectacular 
spring display. In fall, chrysanthemums add bright color to 
the area. Some of the roses growing in the garden are 
‘Queen Elizabeth’, ‘Pascal’, ‘Pat Nixon’, ‘King’s Ransom’, 
and ‘Nevada Rose’. Today, the Rose Garden is the best-
known White House garden because it is adjacent to the 
Oval Office and is often seen on television when 
presidents are making press announcements or holding 
special ceremonies. 

Lady Bird Johnson renamed the East Garden the 
Jacqueline Kennedy Garden in 1965 because Jacqueline 
Kennedy had started its renovation. It is a formal garden 
based upon an 18th century American garden. A brick path 
leads through the garden to the White House, with 
flowerbeds lining the walkway. Low hedges of boxwood 
and American Holly border the beds. Flowering bulbs 
create brilliant color in spring, and little leaf lindens and 
saucer magnolia trees provide shade.  

The East Colonnade, located on the north side of the East 
Garden, is lined with a row of little leaf linden trees. 
Flowerbeds in this area are filled with tulips, pansies, and 
grape hyacinths. Rosemary, thyme, and chives grow under 
eight American holly trees, and White House chefs can 
often be seen clipping herbs to use in meals they are 
preparing for the First Family. 

In 1969, President Johnson and Lady Bird Johnson 
donated funds to create the Children’s Garden. This is a 
secluded nook where the president’s children or 
grandchildren can play without being seen by the public. 

The south entrance to the White House has a fountain surrounded 

by seasonal plants.  

Our second president, John Adams, built the first White House 

vegetable garden in 1800.  
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An apple tree makes a perfect 
climbing tree, and a goldfish pond 
surrounded by flagstones keeps little 
ones entertained for hours. Clumps 
of Spanish bluebells grow here and 
there, and a pathway through the 
garden includes stepping stones 
with hand and footprints of past 
presidents’ children and 
grandchildren.  

Michelle Obama had a vegetable and 
herb garden constructed in 2008 to 
help supply fresh fruit and 
vegetables for her family’s meals 
and for some White House 
functions. 

Bi-annual garden tours have been a White House tradition since 1972 when 
Pat Nixon held the first tour. Tours are held the second weekend in October 
and the third weekend in April. Tickets are on a first-come-first-serve basis, with 
tickets offered on-line at whitehouse.gov. 

Like our own gardens, the White House gardens are in constant change with the 
seasons and with the interests of each newly elected presidential family.  

 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
October 18th, 2016 
Southern District Meeting 
Tucson, AZ 
 
October 22, 2016 
Northern District Meeting 
Registration Form 
Prescott, AZ 
 
October 25, 2016 
AFGC Fall Board Meeting 
Sheraton Four Points Hotel 
South Mountain 
 
November 1, 2016 
Central/Eastern District Meeting 
Valley Garden Center, Phoenix 
 
November 4, 2016 
Western District Meeting 
Yuma, Arizona 
November 12 -14, 2016 
NGC Landscape Design Course I 
Registration Form 
 
March 4, 2017 11:00am 
Gourds by Leigh Hill 
Presented by Old Town  
Scottsdale Garden Club 
Civic Center Library 
 
March 24 - 26, 2017 
Scottsdale Garden Club,  
2017 Flower Show 
Mustang Library, Scottsdale, AZ 
 
April 18 - 20, 2017 
Pacific Region Convention 
Seattle, Washington 
 
April 21st -April 23rd, 2017 
2017 83rd AFGC Convention 
Sheraton Four Points Hotel  
South Mountain 
Tricia Schaeffer 
Convention Chair 
 
May 18 - 20, 2017 
NGC Convention  
Richmond, Virginia 

The Rose Garden was redesigned in 1961 by 

Jacqueline Kennedy. Flowering crab apple trees, 

magnolia trees, roses, annuals, and 3,000 tulips make 

for a spectacular spring display. In fall, 

chrysanthemums add bright color to the area. 

Thyme in the Kitchen… 
Recipe from PinkPolkaDotCreations.com 

https://dk-media.s3.amazonaws.com/AA/AI/afgcgreenleaf-org/downloads/303796/2016_Northern_District_Meeting.pdf
https://dk-media.s3.amazonaws.com/AA/AI/afgcgreenleaf-org/downloads/312221/Reg_Form.pdf
http://www.fourpointsphoenixsouth.com/
http://www.fourpointsphoenixsouth.com/
https://dk-media.s3.amazonaws.com/AA/AI/afgcgreenleaf-org/downloads/312769/2016_Central_District_Mtg.pdf
mailto:marlenap@ag.arizona.edu
https://dk-media.s3.amazonaws.com/AA/AI/afgcgreenleaf-org/downloads/308731/LANDSCAPE_designbrochure2.pdf
mailto:jfjdonovan@msn.com
mailto:jfjdonovan@msn.com
mailto:judyshelton310@gmail.com
mailto:judyshelton310@gmail.com
http://www.fourpointsphoenixsouth.com/
http://www.fourpointsphoenixsouth.com/
mailto:afgced@spcdock.com
mailto:afgced@spcdock.com
http://pinkpolkadotcreations.com/quotes/sept-2012-visiting-teaching-handout/
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Book Review: Gardens of Awe and Folly 
A Traveler's Journal on the Meaning of Life and Gardening  
Author: Vivian Swift 
by Linda Larson 
 
Visiting gardens wherever I travel is my greatest 
delight, yet friends ask, “Why? Don’t you see the 
same plants over and over?”   Vivian Swift in her 
new book Gardens of Awe and Folly has the 
best answer to this question. She writes, “If all 
you ask of a garden is What? then all you’ll 
probably get in reply is a planting list.  But ask 
instead, Why? How? When? and most of all, 
Who? and then you’re in for a nice, long 
conversation.”  
 
Swift’s book is classified as Garden Essays, but 
it far exceeds this label. She describes her work 
as “an illustrated book for grownups,” with 
watercolor art, stories, thought provoking 
collages, and life lessons. Swift shares 
conversations she had with nine significant 
gardens. Not actual conversations with the 
gardeners but the stories found within and 
around the garden gate. 
 
She is in awe of the complexity of the native 
plant societies and the powerful color of Majorelle Bleu. The spirit of gardeners is illustrated through 
Karen rebuilding her garden after hurricane Katrina. Karen purchased a French vintage garden 
gate, a “Katrinket, a ridiculously expensive, indulgent, and therapeutic thing” to help lift her out of 
misery.  Swift appreciates the folly of gardeners taking on the burden of rearranging nature to create 
their vision of beauty and provides examples from garden history to make us all feel better. 
 
After you have immersed yourself in this reading adventure, examining every little detail of this 
beautiful book, you will want to keep it close by.  Then in an instant you can open it again to 
celebrate a sunset in Key West, have tea in Morocco, feel the chill of a winter rain in Scotland, walk 
in the light of brief autumn hours on Long Island, and sip champagne among a dozen roses in New 
Orleans. Thanks to Swift, you’ll be prepared for your own conversations with gardens no matter 
where you travel. 
 
Linda Larson is A Traveling Gardener, wandering, wondering, noticing ... exploring the gardens of 
the world. She gardens in Mesa, AZ, inspiring audiences and readers to visit gardens wherever they 
go. 
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CREDITS 

Header—Stockunlimited.com 

Pg 6—Photos of White House and Garden from  online free stock photo site.  

Submitted by Karen Bowen. 

 All other photos came with articles and credited to those that wrote them un-

less otherwise noted.  

 

 

NEXT GREENLEAF DEADLINE 

November 30th, 2016 

 

Please send all articles and 

photos to Beth Kirkpatrick 

bethalia@gmail.com 

 

We’re on  

Facebook 

come share your  

Club Photos  

with us!  

INFORMATION REGARDING GREENLEAF SUBSCRIPTION 

In you are having trouble receiving the Greenleaf via email, please do 

the following to troubleshoot any issues. 

1. Update Your Profile on the AFGC website.  

2. Add azgardenclubs@gmail.com to your approved email list to 

ensure that the Greenleaf email will not go into your Spam Folder. 

3. If you have previously UNSUBSCRIBED for the Greenleaf email, 

you will need to send an email to azgardenclubs@gmail.com so 

that we can get this corrected. (Unless you have a new email, then 

you just go back to Step 1.) 

4. Any other questions, please email azgardenclubs@gmail.com for 

further assistance.  

CLUB PRESIDENTS may want to have a 10-15 get 

together to assist their club members in getting set 

up on the AFGC website.  

mailto:bethalia@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/arizona.clubs
http://azgardenclubs.com/home/update_your_profile
mailto:azgardenclubs@gmail.com
mailto:azgardenclubs@gmail.com
mailto:azgardenclubs@gmail.com

