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Greetings Fellow Gardeners,
Not much has been going on since the December issue.
The last meeting that I attended with President Elect Tina Box was the
Eastern/Central District Meeting at the Ahwahtukee Recreation Center in
Phoenix on December 2, 2014. It was a grand affair, as always, and I
bought a lot of neat stuff. They had a wonderful, educational program,
“Water Conservation for Home Gardening,” by the Water Conservation
Coordinator for the city of Chandler, Cathy Rymer.
I am working on the agenda for our annual meeting in April with
Convention Chairperson Georgia Brown. I am really looking forward to the
AFGC Convention in Yuma, April 9-11, 2015, and hope that I will see you
there. There will be several speakers and a tour of Moody Demonstration
Garden. The Arizona Flower Show Judges Council is putting together a
design program related to movies made in Yuma. Yuma always puts on a
wonderful convention and has a great party the first night, so put on your
western wear and boots for a good time!
I am, also, looking forward to representing you for the last time at the
Pacific Region Convention in Eugene, Oregon April 20-22, 2015 and the
NGC 86th Convention in Louisville, Kentucky May 16-18, 2015. Tina Box
will be joining me to meet the other incoming state presidents and get a feel
of what her responsibilities will be.
Enjoy working in your gardens again
and I’ll see you in Yuma.
Carol Mossholder
AFGC President

Next Greenleaf Deadline

April 30th, 2015
Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs
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In Memoriam of Val Colvin
By Karen Bowen

Val Colvin, whose memorial service was held Nov. 16, 2014, was a dedicated leader and
member of Federated Garden Clubs of Yuma and Pecan Grove Garden Club. Her
enthusiasm for getting things done was infectious; and through the years, she led Yuma’s
local garden clubs in completion of numerous horticultural projects.
“Val was a tough lady to keep up with when it came to garden club activities,” Willene
Calvert, Pecan Grove Garden Club member, said. “She had so much energy and
enthusiasm, and her knowledge and leadership skills were a true asset to our club and the
community.”
Val joined Pecan Grove Garden Club in 1980 and worked to establish tree plantings in
area parks and creation of the Village Park next to one of Yuma’s Habitat for Humanity
communities. For twelve years, she was superintendent of the Yuma County Fair Flower
Show, which was sponsored by Federated Garden Clubs of Yuma. She also served as AFGC
president.
Her grant-writing expertise helped fund many projects; such as the Children’s Tree Trail
at West Wetlands Park, a children’s
coloring book about trees and an
accompanying video, the Conservation
Garden Mesquite Bosque and Tree
Planting Workshop, the West Wetlands
Tree Walking Trail, and signage and
plants for restoration of the Sanguinetti
Gardens in 2005. Over the years, she
raised more than $136,000 to fund
various horticultural and educational
projects.
Val was interested in educating Yuma’s
youth about environmental issues. She
helped start Pecan Grove Garden Club’s
annual youth poetry and essay contest,
which has grown to over 450 entries each
year, and participation of Yuma’s youth in
the Woodsy Owl and Smokey Bear poster
contests

Val Colvin: Mary Lou Milstead, center, presents
John and Val Colvin with a flower arrangement
during a special bench dedication ceremony held in
2013 to honor Val and John Colvin’s many years of
service to Yuma’s garden clubs and the community.
Photo by Karen Bowen

In 2013, Federated Garden Clubs of Yuma honored both Val and the other half of the
dynamic duo, her husband John Colvin, with a special bench, which was placed in the
Yuma Conservation Garden. In 2008, Val received the Yuma County Farm Bureau
Environmental Stewardship Award; and in 2013, she received the State Farm Bureau
Environmental Stewardship Award.
Val Colvin was a special lady who is truly missed by all who knew her.

Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs
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Penny Pines

Calendar of Events

By Kathleen Madeda
As the AFGC Penny Pines Chair, I’d like to share with you a few facts on
Penny Pines in our state. Since I became Penny Pines Chair in December
2013, we have had contributions of $1,504, with a total of $13,708, since
Penny Pines was started in Arizona in 2005.
What is Penny Pines, what is the money collected used for, and where does
the money go?
Penny Pines began in California in 1941. The initial sponsorship was from
the San Francisco Sportswomen's Association and later, the school children
of the San Mateo County Schools. The first contributions were put to use
for reforestation on the Shasta-Trinity National Forests in northern
California. Back in 1941, the $68 cost was for ten acres of seedlings. 680
seedlings were planted per acre. In 1964, the original agreement with the
National Parks and the California Garden Clubs sponsoring Penny Pines was
rewritten to ensure the funds provide reforestation, rather than the
purchase of seedlings only.
Today, the Forest Service as always does the planting, using our donation of
$68.00, plus Federal funds, with sponsorship from the National Garden
Clubs. This covers the cost of replanting replacement trees indigenous (Not
Just Pine Trees) to a particular damaged area, whether by fire or by other
natural causes. The $68 covers the cost of purchasing the seedlings and
many donations of $68 are used to then plant an acre of trees.
Today, the cost is around 60 cents per seedling, and now $150-$450 is
spent per acre of seedlings. The funds come from Garden Clubs or
individuals across America. We can specify a particular National Forest for
our donation to benefit. A $68 donation may be made in honor or in
memory of ONE individual, organization, or theme and the National Forest
where the seedlings are to be planted can be specified.
Supporting Penny Pines helps keep our forest alive and healthy, for many
years to come.

Thyme in the Kitchen

April 9th – 11th, 2015
AFGC State Convention
Registration
Yuma, AZ
April 18th & 19th, 2015
Scottsdale Garden Club
Flower Show
Mustang Library
Scottsdale, AZ
April 20th – 22nd, 2015
Pacific Region Conv.
Eugene, Oregon
May 16th – 18th, 2015
NGC 86th Annual Conv.

Blondies

Louisville, KY

Ingredients:
1/2 cup butter, melted
1 cup tightly packed dark brown sugar
1 egg, lightly beaten
1 teaspoon of vanilla
1/2 teaspoon baking powder
1/8 teaspoon of baking soda
Pinch of salt
1 cup of all-purpose flour
Directions:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Lightly butter and flour an 8X8 pan. Whisk
butter and sugar in a bowl. Add the egg and vanilla extract and whisk. Add
the flour, baking soda, baking powder, and salt, mix it all together. Pour
batter into the pan and spread evenly.
Bake for 20-25 minutes or until a toothpick comes out clean.
Allow to cool. Cut into squares and serve.
Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs
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FIRE STATION COMMUNITY BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT
By Kathleen Madeda
The Alta Vista Beautification Committee was thanked by Battalion
Chief Ralph Lucas, Prescott Fire Chief Dennis Light and the firemen at
Prescott Fire Station #1 on December 10, 2014 for their work in
turning the Fire Station planter into a field of flowers. Our project took
almost a year, from the first contact with Battalion Chief Lucas, until
December, which does not mark the end of our involvement. Bright
chartreuse Creeping Jenny and purple ajuga will be added in the
spring about the time the daffodils break into bloom.
This project is the result of hard work and community cooperation.
Alta Vista contracted Jody Skjei, metal sculptor, for the design of the
trellises and the header. On the day of installation, the men at the fire station installed the header to
complement the specialized trellises.

Cerbat Garden Club-Living Greener
By Sandie Womack
Since Cerbat Garden Club’s beginnings in 2002, conservation and living green have been priorities for its
members. However, for the past eight years there has been a concerted effort by the Green Team to offer
programs and activities involving the membership in reusing, reducing, recycling, and repurposing. Several
recent monthly programs at club meetings focused on living greener. Jeremiah Divis, whose family owns
and operates Bulldog Recycling in Kingman, gave an enlightening presentation on how and where recycled
items are used and how to better recycle in our area. Several members have shared clever examples of
how they repurposed items to create: a door wreath, a planter from two liter bottle, storage containers for
nuts, bolts, etc. using coffee cans, fire starters from egg cartons and candle stubs and saving kitchen scraps
for chicken food. Each month, the Green Team has ideas, suggestions, and articles to share with members.
Led by Chairman Virginia Hunter since 2009, this committee has also contributed to a number of local and
national programs through recycling. More than 255 pounds of aluminum can tabs have been collected for
cash donations to the Ronald McDonald House. (Think how many pop-top tabs it takes to weigh just one
pound!) Since 2010, members have joined forces to collect and recycle aluminum cans. The funds from this
project have gone toward buying pet food and supplies for the local Humane Society and purchasing
personal hygiene products for the residents of Cornerstone Homeless Mission. The latest project of the
Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs
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Green Team is collecting Box Tops for Education and Labels
for Education to donate to area schools.
Although recycling is a way of life for most gardeners ~think
composting~ there are always new ways to live greener.
Thanks to Cerbat’s Green Team, we are making a difference
in our high desert communities.

Just a few of the hundreds of pounds of
aluminum pop-top tabs collected by Cerbat’s
Green Team.
(Photos by Virginia Hunter)

Weeders Garden Club Members Stay Busy
By Pat Bunkley, President
One of the fundraising activities for the club this
year was a holiday garden boutique at Chandler's
Farmers Market. Under the guiding hands of
Cauleen Autery, Marsha Potesta and Pattie
Langton, members are better acquainted as they
worked together in workshops to prepare items to
sell. Some of these sessions included planting
amaryllis and paperwhite bulbs in specially
prepared containers; decoupaging or "blinging-up"
flower pots; creating ceramic and cork plant
markers; assembling china tea cup bird feeders;
and making unique seed packets. Though much
time and effort were involved in this event,
members enjoyed the opportunity to learn and
share craft ideas and make new friends.

Mary Oester, Chris Dobos, Sue Berger, Mary Ann Woods and Gloria
Smith help with the floral arrangements at the November garden
therapy session held at Archstone Care Center in Chandler (photo by
Pat Murrish)

Our December meeting was a holiday luncheon
held at the Old Spaghetti Factory at the Chandler
Fashion Center organized by Lottie Sharpe.
Donations of gift cards, cash, toys and sleepwear
were collected for My Sister's Place, a temporary
shelter facility serving battered women and their
children.

was held January 22 and the Wuertz Farm Gourd
Festival will be the focus of the next outing on
February 6. Other upcoming field trips include the
Greek Orthodox Monastery Gardens in Florence,
plant nursery visits and garden tours.
We were saddened to hear of the death of Ann
Wesolowski, our former club president (2009-11)
on January 22 in Illinois. She will be greatly missed
by all her Weeder friends. The club in her memory
purchased a Penny Pines plantation.

Michelle Anderson presented an informative
program on gardening in containers for the January
meeting. Programs for the rest of year include Tom
Gatz's program on Creating Bonsai Trees Using
Desert Adapted Plants; Lou Ann Remeikis' program
on Growing and Maintaining Orchids at Home and
April's program presented by Cathy Rymer on
Water Smart Gardening and Combating Garden
Bugs. Weeders will celebrate their 60th birthday at
a special event in May.
A field trip to Butterfly Wonderland in Scottsdale
Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs

Five new members were welcomed in January
bringing total membership to 64.
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Weeders Stay Busy
Debbie Dunham, Marsha Potesta, Cauleen
Autery and Gloria Zarifis work the Weeders
Holiday Garden Boutique at Chandler's
Farmers Market (photo by Debbie Hensley)

Kathy Pless, Sharon Medhurst and Mary
Ann Woods enjoy the Butterfly Wonderland
field trip.

Washington Garden Club’s 85th Birthday Celebration
By Orvalita Hopkins, President
Washington Garden Club is celebrating their 85th birthday. Please
come help us celebrate the oldest garden club in the State of
Arizona. Mary Cochran, our beloved State and National Historian will
be on hand to speak to us.
Tea Reception May 8, 2015,th Friday, 1:00-3:00 PM at the Valley
Garden Center, 1809 N. 15 Avenue, Phoenix Arizona. We are
inviting all garden club members throughout the state to enjoy a tea
like our founders did.
If you would like to dress in your best, 1929, 1930 outfits with
gloves, hats and drop waste dresses. Men can dress in suits,
suspenders and hats and don`t forget your driving gloves.
But please come and enjoy yourself. There will be historic
Automobiles for picture taking and lots of door prizes.
RSVP by April 30th to Orvalita Hopkins Orvalita@hotmail.com or 602-206-6070

Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs
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“Floral Fireworks” Standard Flower Show
April 18th & 19th
Saturday 12pm - 5pm
Sunday 1pm - 4pm
Scottsdale Garden Club
invites you to the colorful “Floral Fireworks” flower show to be held at Mustang
Library, 10101 N. 90th Street, Scottsdale,
Arizona. The show is open to the public Saturday, April 18th, 12:00
th
pm to 5:00 pm and Sunday, April 19 , 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm. You won’t want to miss the horticulture
specimens, floral designs, artistic crafts, youth and educational exhibits. Mark your calendars!
For additional information, call or e-mail show chairmen:
Amy Emary
Rea Heesch

aemaryaz@aol.com
rjheesch@cox.net

480-391-3582
480-951-8350

A Traveling Gardener, wandering,
wondering, noticing. . .

Independently wealthy and full of energy, Gray
pursued his interests in Botany, the adventure
science of the time. His personal garden on
Kensington Street was admired by all. His
conservatory was filled with camellias and other
exotic plants.

Linda Larson
Shamrock Green
In March almost everyone claims to be a little bit
Irish. It might be because of the music, the dancing
or the festivities but really it is all about the green.
In March dormancy gives way to spring green
shoots of new growth and that is worthy of a party
whatever your ancestry. Public green space is
worth celebrating too, and Boston holds the
distinction of
establishing the first
public park in the
nation. What city is
there more Irish
than Boston? Boston
Common was
designated public
green space in 1634.
Yet there is also a
public garden
attached to the
Common and it was
the first created in
the nation.

For the next ten years Gray led the efforts to
develop the garden, as he provided the vision, the
money, and the optimism. The Irish provided the
labor that really made things green. The land was
low and soggy so a lagoon provided a focal point
and a solution for drainage. A conservatory and
“bedding out” or beds of annuals brought new,
beautiful, exciting plants into the garden for the
citizens to enjoy. Gray is credited with importing
the first tulips into the US to beautify the new
public garden. (bahistory.org)
Then as development continued, the Boston City
Council considered using the land for other
purposes, such as a new City Hall. The citizens of
Boston, however, had come to love their garden
and opposed all ideas of using the land for any
purpose other than a Public Garden. In 1850 the
land was “dedicated forever to the use of the
people as a Public Garden.” (celebrateboston.com)
Today the Boston Common & Boston Public Garden
provide an open green space for the city of over
600,000 and welcomes visitors from all over world.
There is no admission fee. While the original
Victorian style gardens no longer exist today beds
of tulips and annual flowers provide color and
charm. Mature trees of over 100 different kinds
make shade and display changing beauty through

In 1837 Horace Gray,
(not an Irishman)
petitioned the city of
Boston for the use of
24 acres of land
attached to the
Boston Common for
the purpose of a Botanic Garden.
Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs

7

Greenleaf Bulletin—February 2015 Issue

all four seasons. Weeping willows falling out over
the lagoon, frame the famous Swan Boats as they
cross the water.

children making them ill-mannered. (American
Eden, Graham)
Today, Frances Kuo of the U of IL (2007) finds the
“the effects of the de-natured life” result in
“decreased civility, more aggression, property
crime, graffiti & litter.” History, current research
and personal reflection
continue to support the
importance of parks
and gardens as a
benefit to humanity.

The Boston Public
Garden has a rich
history and holds a
special place in the
hearts of all who view
it as an essential part of
what makes life good.
Yet it too is never safe
from those who want it
Over the years the garden made space for a
all to themselves. In
number of statues representing important
the 1970’s another
historical moments. Perhaps the best known is
development battle
George Washington on his horse, considered one of was fought over the
the finest equestrian statues in the country. Yet the public garden. The
first statue placed in the garden in 1868 was not
citizens of Boston
for a general or a battle memorial but for the
organized to stop a
discovery of surgical anesthesia. The first use of
skyscraper development from overpowering their
ether was in Massachusetts General Hospital in
public garden. Henry Lee, a longtime Bostonian
Boston, October 1846. A retired Boston merchant and President of the Friends of the Public Garden
presented to the city a monument in the form of a declared, “Public welfare must triumph over
fountain, “as an expression of gratitude for the
private greed. Our parks are a part of our
relief of human suffering occasioned by the
collective soul and belong not to one of us but to all
discovery of the anesthetic properties of sulphuric citizens.”
ether."
During the 1800’s the relief of human suffering
guided many a decision to provide public gardens
for the residents of the crowded and dirty
industrialized cities of the Eastern United States. It
was believed that picturesque and bucolic nature
should be provided to the masses to improve their
morals and manners. Children were considered
especially vulnerable to the effects of city life.
Poverty, crowded living conditions, lack of trees
and green space were said to be corrupting

Perhaps if we want to be a little bit Irish and wear
the green we need to support our parks and
gardens for the public welfare. Protecting and
preserving our public green space requires sharing
$ome green.

Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs
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Alta Vista Garden Club Celebrates the Territorial Rose Garden at
Sharlot Hall Museum, Prescott, Arizona
By Sandy Irwin

In 1938, Mrs. Evelyn Perkins, of Chino Valley, suggested
that a memorial rose garden be established to honor those
pioneer women who contributed so much in the
development of the Prescott area. However, it was not
until 1948 when the President of the Prescott Garden Club,
Dorothy McMullen, presented her design for planting and
caring of the garden to the Prescott Historical Society. The
first memorial rose bushes were planted in March of 1948
by the Yavapai Cowbelles. In 1974 the rose garden was
moved to the north side of the grounds of the Sharlot Hall
Museum.

In the middle of the 19th
Century, Prescott, the first
capital of the fledgling
Arizona Territory, was a
rough and tumble town of
ranchers and miners. The
Territorial Memorial
territory’s second governor,
Rose Garden
Richard McCormick, married
Margaret Hunt in 1865 in
Rahway, New Jersey. She then travelled to the Prescott
area and brought with her a cutting of a new type of rose
that was flourishing in the East. She and her rose cutting
travelled by way of steamer down the Atlantic coast,
through the Isthmus of Panama, through the upper end of
the Gulf of California and then by stage through Yuma and
finally by ambulance to Prescott.

There have been four rose beds in all planted with choice
rose bushes – all containing memorial markers noting the
name of the remembered individual, the date they
entered the State, the name of the donor and the name of
the rose. These names include such outstanding pioneers
as:

The precious rose cutting was
planted on the east side of the
rustic log cabin that served as
the Governor’s mansion of the
Arizona Territory. The young
bride wore the first blossom that
first summer. Sadly, the
Dedication of the Rose
Garden Memorial Plaque following year a bud from this
by the Yavapai Cowbelles new rose was laid upon the
homemade coffin of Margaret
and her infant child who had died in childbirth in 1867.

Sharlot Hall – First historian of the Territory of Arizona
Margaret McCormick – Wife of the second governor,
Richard McCormick
Mary Louise Evans Bashford – Came to Prescott with
her sisters who established themselves as society
leaders in the new territory.
Elizabeth Shanberger – Came to Prescott in 1870 from
Yuma, AT, with cuttings of yellow roses, which
now thrive throughout Prescott.
Minnie Guenther – Came to Arizona with her minister
husband and taught gospel, cooked for the school
children, taught school at the White Mountain
Apache Tribe, and in 1966, was named Apache
Mother of the Year.
Marie Dexter – Principal of the Washington School and
was the driving force to establish formal education
in Prescott.

This rose was the first cultivated rose to be brought into
Northern Arizona. When the Governor’s mansion was
passed on to private ownership, the rose bush was
removed by Mrs. Margaret A. Ehle and cared for by her
until Valentine’s Day, 1907, when Governor Kibbey and
Sharlot Hall ceremoniously placed it back at the original
Governor’s mansion in Prescott and was officially named
the “Margaret McCormick Rose.” Upon research by
Sharlot Hall, the territory’s first historian, it was found that
this new strain of rose might be a French rose called
Boursault.

Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs

There are over 400 women represented – from
housewives to business professionals – each of whom
embodied vitality, resilience, resourcefulness and
dedication to the Territory of Arizona.
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Over the years, the Alta Vista Garden Club of Prescott has donated time and
funds to the Sharlot Hall Rose Garden to fund such projects as a gazebo,
maintenance and purchase of new roses and a bench in memory of Tedda
Godfrey, past president of Alta Vista Garden Club. For more information
about the Alta Vista Garden Club, please visit altavistagardenclub.org.
Governor's Mansion on the
grounds of the Sharlot Hall
Museum

RESPONSIBLE DISPOSAL OF HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
The reports showing your club's numbers for collection of
batteries, light bulbs etc. need to be sent to:
Jeanne Davis
2107 E. Aspen
Tempe, Arizona 85282
After your March meeting. Stamped envelopes were included in
your materials for this project. Let's have a final push for
participation so your club can be the one to get the $200 check
presented at the April Convention. Members are encouraged to
collect from friends where ever their activities take them bridge, sorority, Women's Club, exercise classes, volunteering,
mah jongg, bunko, church, neighbors, etc.

from Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs

Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs

10

Greenleaf Bulletin—February 2015 Issue

81st AFGC State Convention
April 9-11, 2015
“Yuma, Gateway of the Great Southwest”
Invitation to all garden club members and their guests.
 Registration Deadline: March 5, 2015
 Hotel group Registration Deadline: March 12, 2015
 3 Way Raffle Deadline: March 13, 2015

7 reasons you don’t want to miss the Convention:








Affordable Registration ($175 for all meals)
Fun & Entertaining (Your guest would also have fun at the dinners.)
Educational Displays, Speakers and Fabulous Floral Designs
Two chances to win Raffle money (perhaps $500 or more)
Great Silent Auction items, Vendors and Tag Sale
Experience the Moody Demonstration Gardens and Special Memorial
AFGC Business and Installation of 2015-2017 Officers

Reasons to come early or stay later: (Hilton only $109++group rate.)
Close to Mexico – Los Algodones is only about 12 miles West.
You will need a valid PASSPORT.
Voted the “Best Boarder Town”.
Hilton Garden Inn is a new hotel – right on the Colorado River,
with easy walking paths over to the “Ocean to Ocean” Bridge.
Two blocks from:
 Historic Downtown Yuma
 Lutes Casino “Where the Elite meet”
 Prison Hill Brewing Company
 Sanguinetti Museum & Gardens
 Main Squeeze Wine Makers
 Yuma Art Center

See you in YUMA!
Georgia Brown, Convention Chairman
Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs
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Credits
Header and other Clipart Photos throughout Greenleaf —iClipArt.com (Paid Subscription)
Alta Vista Christmas Bash photo from their January Newsletter found on website.
Thyme in the Kitchen—Recipe & Photo from Momswhothink.com
All other photos came with articles and credited to those that wrote them unless otherwise noted.

Next Greenleaf Deadline is April 30th, 2015, please send all articles to
Beth Kirkpatrick, Greenleaf Bulletin Editor, bethalia@gmail.com

PLEASE NOTE: All photos should be sent to the Greenleaf via email as an attachment or
1 of the other options below and NOT imbedded within Word documents. The reason
for this is, that the original photo loses quality and is hard for the Editor and Layout Designer to make these photos fit correctly without making the photos look distorted.



Dropbox.com—Follow their instructions online



Google+ (via Gmail) - uploading pictures via your phone, etc.



As an attachment in an email



Imgur.com—
- Click the UPLOAD IMAGE button at the top of the screen
- Click BROWSE YOUR COMPUTER to find the photo you want to upload
- Click Open
- Start Upload
- Click in the FIRST box on the right that says IMAGE LINK.
- Copy that LINK and paste it in your article where you would like image
along with the caption underneath.

YOU ALL TAKE WONDERFUL PICTURES
AND WE WANT THEM TO LOOK GREAT IN THE GREENLEAF!!
Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs
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