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Presidents Letter 
Carol Mossholder 

Season’s Greetings, 

It’s that time of year.  The garden is cleaned 
up and tucked away for the winter.  Now we 
can turn our thought to friends and family.  
Hope you all had a Happy Thanksgiving and 
a Merry Christmas. 

I attended the NGC Fall Board Meeting in 
Des Moines, Iowa the last week in 
September.  The big news from that meeting 
is that NGC will be raising our dues from fifty cents to a dollar per 
person.  We will be voting on it at Louisville, KY.   The good news 
is that the AFGC dues will not go up, since it is such a minimal 
amount. 

Southern District had their district meeting on September 22 at 
Mimi’s Cafe  at the Tucson Mall.  It was well attended and the 
President Elect Tina Box was present.  It is a pleasure to attend 
these meetings and hear what the clubs are doing. 

Tina and I both attended the wonderful Blue Star Memorial 
dedication at the McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park in Scottsdale 
on November 11.  The military band played several songs before 
the ceremony began.  It was a very moving ceremony with posting 
of the colors by the Scottsdale Police and Fire Departments Honor 
Guards.  There were several speakers: Mayor W. J. “Jim” Lane; 
Andrea Little, NGC Blue Star Memorial Chairman; myself, AFGC 
President; and Steve Borden, Director of the Pat Tillman Veterans 
Center. 

AFGC’s fundraiser ‘Garden Treasures’ was held on November 15th.  
There were 93 people in attendance.  I don’t have the official 
amount raised yet, but Tina Box and Orvalita Hopkins did a great 
job putting it on.  Everyone in attendance went home with a small 
garden treasure. 

I’d like to pay a special tribute to Val Colvin, former AFGC 
President, whose memorial was on November 16th.  Her husband 
John picked that day, so it would not interfere with our 
fundraiser.  
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Many of you will remember Val for her work with the youth in Yuma, the Yuma County Fair Flower 
Show and being our Grant’s Chairman for many years.  Thank you Val for your dedication, you are 
greatly missed. 

Tina, Orvalita, Karley and I attended the Western District Meeting on November 18th.   The district 
meeting was held at the University of Arizona Agriculture Center.  We were taken on an open bus 
tour of their test and seed plots.  It was very informative.  We saw etymologists counting the number 
of pests on heads of lettuce; test plots of different varieties of lettuce, to see which variety of lettuce 
bolts the slowest; test plots of switch grass to be used for alternate fuel; and a greenhouse with clean 
wood for citrus trees, in case our citrus trees get infected. 

I’m looking forward to the Central/Eastern District Meeting on December 2nd, and then it is off for the 
Holidays.   

AFGC President, Carol Mossholder 

What is a Flower Arrangement? 
AFGC Flower Design Chair, Wanda Collins 
 

Easy question, right?  We think we know. Flowers that are 

arranged.  You would be surprised to learn who does not 

know the answer to that - including me. Why?  Because 

meanings are not always clear to the mind or are not 

presented clearly or there is more to know about it.  A 

flower arrangement is also called a Flower Design.  No 

word about arrangement here, still, the flowers must be 

arranged to be either an arrangement or a design.  A child 

who gathers flowers for a gift and they are placed as is in 

a glass or other container with water is not a flower 

arrangement. A package of flowers from a market placed 

as is in a vase or other container is not a flower 

arrangement. Although both can be called a design of sorts, say a Random Design since either 

nature or a being has not designed them. They have simply been 

gathered together haphazardly and kept alive longer in water.  A 

noticeable placement of the individual flowers or flower must be 

done before there is an arrangement or design.   

 

What about an arrangement that uses only fruits or vegetables?  

Then, there is weathered wood, which has been used alone.  How 

are these considered flower arrangements?  Yet, they often are 

called such. 

 

 

 

 

These two Creative Designs (Asian-influenced) are considered flower designs.  
The one in the blue vase has no flowers, only plant material and the other 
one uses fruit instead of flowers.  See what National Garden Club, Inc. says in 
their handbook on pages 152 and 155.  On 156, “…flower design may con-
sist…with or without other components, artistically combined into a composi-
tion…” 

*Components are materials used (whatever they may be) in a floral design 
such as flowers, plant materials or non-plant materials. 



In Honor of Lucile Hurst 
Kathleen Madeda 

 

Lucile has had the most interest-
ing life. She was born in Denver 
in 1913 and spent her early years 
in Chicago. She then lived 40 
years in Aspen, Colorado where 
her husband was a developer and 
together they built and grew a 
town and a family. She became a skilled skier in the win-
ter, tennis player and gardener in the summer. When her 
two daughters were grown, she traveled all over the 
world and has visited nearly every continent on the 
globe. In 1986 she moved to Prescott, Arizona and in 
1987 joined Alta Vista Garden Club. She served as club 
President from 1989 to 1991 and served on many com-
mittees. Lucile has generously given many hours of her 
time to the club over the last 26 years. The members so 
enjoyed spending time at her farm in Chino Valley when 
she would host a meeting. We would sit under the big 
trees in the shade with a view of the lovely pond and she 
would give us a tour of the greenhouses. She loves her life in Arizona but her fa-
vorite plants still remain Aspen trees and Columbines.  

We salute you Lucile for teaching us all how to age gracefully. Lucile celebrated 
her 101 st birthday on September 30, 2013. Happy Birthday!  Congratulations, 
you are a Centenarian.  



Cerbat Garden Club 
New Horticulture Therapy Project 
Sandie Womak 

 

Cerbat Garden Club has joined forces with 
Kingman's newest adult community,  White Cliffs 
Senior Living,  for monthly horticulture therapy 
sessions.  Sharon Mozis, chairman of Cerbat 
GC ’s Horticulture Therapy Committee,  is 
working with Cecilia Clouser,  White Cliffs' 
Community Relations Director and Michelle 
Taylor,  the center's Activities Director, to plan 
meaningful gardening and floral design 
activities for residents of the facility.  

White Cliffs was completed and opened for 
charter residency in September 2014. Soon 
thereafter,  Cerbat's Horticulture Therapy 
Committee members began planning monthly 
programs.  On November 7 garden clubbers and 
residents worked side by side planting 
perennials and fall annuals in three large 
permanent planters near the facility ’s outside 
gathering area. The garden club's December 
program will involve members and residents 
decorating 15-inch Christmas trees.  Each 
resident will have a tree they've decorated for 
their room and the remaining trees will be used 
to decorate the dining hall and common areas of 
White Cliffs.  

A Traveling Gardener, wandering, 
wondering, noticing. . .  
Linda Larson 

The Best Season in the Garden 

Friends planning a visit to a new garden 
struggled to pick the best time to go, wanting 
the garden to be at its’ peak perfection.    

When is the best season to visit a public garden? 
What day will the garden reach perfection?  Poet 
William Brown wrote “There is no season such 
delight can bring as summer, autumn, winter, 
spring.” Whenever you get yourself to a garden, 
I believe you will find something good. 

A traveler’s visit to a garden doesn’t always 
bring us on the day of perfection.  Perfection is 
but a dangerous myth that can reduce our joy. If 
we only go when we believe the garden will be 
perfect we can miss so much.  Most public 
gardens eagerly welcome visitors with special 
events and displays all year round, proving that 
any day is a perfect day. 

January in Chicago’s Botanical Gardens is 
certainly not the busiest visitor season, however 
shades of brown, with a burst of red covered 
with fresh snow makes a beautiful scene.  Dwarf 
conifers and massive pines frosted with snow 
are the very essence of a winter.  Strolling 
through the garden, all sounds muffled by fresh 
snow, the crisp clean cold intensifies all your 
senses. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I arrived at Allerton Park near Champagne, 
Illinois on a drizzly gray day late in May.  The 
grounds of this grand old Estate include a 
sunken garden surrounded by expansive white 
walls, a formal boxwood knot garden and a 
garden of peonies.  Rounding a corner an 
expanse of 24 varieties of peonies stood in full 
bud.  My visit was a week before the flowers 
opened!  Yet the image of those buds with just a 
hint of pink was a spectacular show of 
expectation and the promise of spring. 

In San Diego there is rarely an off-season but a 
hot summer day in Balboa Park sent me in 
search of shade.  Wandering through the 
eucalyptus grove I was drawn to the massive 
roots of the Merton fig tree. No hues of green or 
flower in sight but the massive roots held such 
fascination; rising up to four feet high from the 
earth to the top of the root. 

A fall walk in Logan Botanical Gardens, in Utah, 
with the colorful flowers past their prime was a 
perfect time to notice the skeletal shapes of the 
dried flowers and perhaps find a feather, and 
seedpods. A rainbow of neutral colors and 
various textures generate an entirely different 
landscape to review.  

In desert gardens March is a favorite season.  
The flash of wildflower colors in penstemons, 
poppy, flax and daisy are around every corner 
through our neighborhoods.  Blooms on 
saguaros, aloes and palo verdes provide a brief 
spectacular show.  

The best season is now; perfection comes from 
taking the time to appreciate the details. 
Gardens are a gateway for us to connect to 

nature and to awaken our senses, keeping us 
connected to the earth.  Go to the garden on a 
windy day, a rainy day, on a cloudy day and it 
may just be the perfect day of the season. 

 

Linda offers programs for all audiences.  Part travelogue, 
part inspiration and motivation, the presentations are an 
invigorating prescription for anyone intrigued by nature, 
travel and the environment to consider the revitalizing 
quality of garden visits. Her inviting website offers readers 
the opportunity to be whisked away on a mini vacation 
through her colorful narratives and lush photography.   

http://travelinggardener.com/ 

http://travelinggardener.com/


81
St

 AFGC Convention 
April 9-11, 2015 

“Yuma, Gateway of the Great South West” 

The Western District is excited to host the 2015 convention. It will be 
located in our new Hilton Garden Inn, located right on the Colorado 
River. The Inn sits adjacent to beautiful walking trails that connect all of 
our newly designed riverfront parks. It is also just a short hop to 
Downtown Yuma.   

We plan to showcase Yuma’s 100-year history and our current Garden 
Club accomplishments. 

You will see that Yuma is not just a place to stop for gas or a meal, on the 
way to San Diego.  It is steeped in history and has a diverse culture, which we intend to showcase for two and 
a half days.   

We have arranged lots of fun and entertainment, so please plan to attend. Your spouses are also encouraged to 
join us!  

Thursday  Registration will be open from 1-5 and our Vendor room will be open for your shopping 
pleasure. 

We will also have several interesting Education Displays. 

Thursday The theme will focus on our gold mining history. 

The evening Gala, at the historic Quartermasters Depot, will feature; Mexican, Pioneer/Cowboy and Native 
American foods, interactive entertainment and a surprise dessert. You are encouraged to dress accordingly.      

Friday The theme focuses on our military. 

Our breakfast speaker will present a delightful and charming history of Yuma.  

The lunch speaker will talk about the “water concerns” that affect us all.  

That evening there will be a special presentation by Marcie Brooks, Judges Council, and feature a dessert 
reception for the incoming BOD.  

Saturday  Focus on our Citrus/Agriculture presence.    

The breakfast speaker will present the history of the Moody Demonstration Garden, from a dirt plot to the 
outstanding showcase demonstration garden that exists today.  Following breakfast we will board a bus to go 
to this garden so you can experience it yourselves.   Our AFGC memorial service will also be held in these 
beautiful surroundings.  

The Full Registration fee will be $175, which includes all meals (2-Bk; 2-Lunch; 2- Dinners) all programs 
and registration.   

Fundraisers to help us put on this convention:  

 Silent Auction/Tag Sale 
 3 Way Raffle 

The Western District is getting ready to entertain you! We intend to have a lot of fun while also seeing to all of 
the AFGC business.   

So, get ready to hop aboard the 310 train to YUMA.  

More Specific information will be coming out in the next Greenleaf, but you don’t have to wait.  Register now! 

Georgia Brown, Chairman,  2015 AFGC State Convention 



                            
 
Last Name ________________________________________   First Name _____________________________________ 
 
Address ________________________________ *e-mail ________________________Club _______________________ 
 
City _____________________ State ______   Zip __________ Phone _(_____)__________________________________ 
 
Registration Information – Please check ALL that apply: 

 NGC Board  AFGC State Chairman  Club Member 

 Pacific Region Board  Flower Show Judge  National Life Member 

 AFGC State Officer  NGC Landscape Design 
Consultant 

 Pacific Life Member 

 AFGC Past State President  NGC Gardening Consultant  State Life Member 

 District Director  Club President  1st Time Attendee 

 Club Delegate  Spouse/Guest  Other 

 
Date:   Activity:                                                    Fee:  Amount Enclosed 
April 9 - 11  Full conference registration 

                2 Breakfast/2Luncheons/2Dinners 
 

 
$175.00 

 
________________ 

April 9  

Thursday 

 

 Yuma’s Celebration of 100 years of History 
Reception/Dinner@ the Quartermasters Depot 

 

           
           $50.00 

 
 

April 10th 

Friday 
 DAY: Breakfast/Lunch/Convention Program 

 

 EVENING: Installation Reception/Dinner/Dessert 
 

           $45.00 
           
           $39.00 
 

 

 

 

April 10th 
Friday 

 

 Registration for Meetings Only 
(no meals) 

 
           $10.00 

 
_________________ 

April 11th 
Saturday 

 

 Breakfast/Moody Garden Tour/Lunch & 
Program/Awards 

 
           $45.00 

                                           
_________________ 

Total – Make checks payable to: 2015 AFGC Convention        $ _____________ 
Mail Completed Form with your check to:        Georgia Brown 
(NO REFUNDS AFTER MARCH 8th)                            12655 E. 36th Street 
       Yuma, AZ 85367-5787 
Confirmation of Registration desired by e-mail:   ___ Yes ___ No   (*Include e-mail above.)  
Dietary Restrictions for Medical Reasons _____   If so, I will call you to discuss your needs. 
 
Questions or Concerns? Call Georgia Brown at (928) 210-0006 or e-mail her at: geo-cal@hotmail.com. 
Registration opens at 1:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 9th.  COMPLETE A SEPARATE FORM FOR SPOUSE/GUESTS 
 
Sleeping room reservation should be made directly with the Hilton Garden Inn by calling (928)783-1500-AFGC 
Convention. Room Reservations must be made by March 12th, 2015 to receive the special group convention rate of 
$109 plus tax, Single or Double occupancy. 

      Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. 
       

                    Western District Presents 
                “Yuma, Gateway of the Great Southwest” 

                         81st Annual Convention 
                                April 9 – 11, 2015 
 

Hilton Garden Inn at Pivot Point, 310 N. Madison Ave., Yuma, AZ 85364 
 

  FINAL by 

  3/5/15 

 



High Desert Designers Greet the 
Holidays with a Fun Fundraiser 
Juanita Peterson  

The piney scent of freshly cut greens shipped 
from Oregon wafted through the Sedona Public 
Library’s Community Room on November 21, 
as 26 eager participants sat down to create 
holiday centerpieces following the expert 
tutelage of NCG Flower Show Design Instructor 
Elaine Gunderson, who is also our NGC Pacific 
Region Director.   

As each person opened her bag of pre-sorted 
greens, the experienced sighed, “Ah”; the 
novices said, “Oh!” and Elaine said, “Don’t 
worry.  I’ll take you through this step-by-
step.”  And she did, instructing, cajoling and 
laughing all the way. 

We each started with a plastic container, which 
held a block of water-saturated floral 
foam.  First layer, second layer, third layer, and 
up we built as our aromatic green creations 
took shape.  Then we added the accents: three 
pomegranates, five magnolia leaves, three red 
berry twigs, and a handful of golden seeded 
greens.  Each centerpiece was unique and each 
was a masterpiece. 

To customize the centerpieces, Elaine 
demonstrated how to add fresh flowers, 
miniature pumpkins, autumn berry sprigs, or 
leaves for a Thanksgiving touch; and Cheryl 
Christenson presented additional options 
(some with “bling”) to decorate the 
centerpieces for winter holidays right through 
the New Year.   

What was the last important piece of 

information to glean? “To keep your 
centerpiece fresh until 2015, you must keep 
the container full of water, mist it regularly, 
and store it in a breathable bag in a cool site if 
you’re not displaying it.  That’s it.  Enjoy!” said 
Elaine. 
A hearty round of applause for Elaine and 

happy smiles from pleased creators wrapped 
up the afternoon.  

Earlier in the afternoon, High Desert Designer 
(HDD) members Cheryl Christenson, Elaine 
Gunderson, and Juanita Peterson presented 
three children’s books to the Sedona Public 
Library’s Director of Youth Services, Karen 
Mack.  The books, “Tell Me, Tree”: All About 
Trees for Kids,” by Gail Gibbons; “The Tree 
Book for Kids and Their Grown-Ups” by Gina 
Gingoglia; and “Picture of a Tree” by Barbara 
Reid were enthusiastically received by Mack. 

“This was really a nice gesture.  All three books 
were really well thought out.” Mack said. “Two 
of the books are new to the library’s collection, 
while one is already a popular choice so an 
additional copy is very welcome.”  

The gift of books for children ages 5 to 12 was 
a way for HDD to enhance children’s 
enjoyment of, and learning about, the natural 
world around them. It was also a way to say 
“Thank you” to the Sedona Public Library for 
letting us use the Community Room for our 
meetings and was our contribution to 
NGC’s  “Make a World of Difference – Choices 
Matter” project, including water, air, land, 
forest and wildlife.  

For our 2014-15 community project, members 
of HDD constructed 18 floral centerpieces for 
Rainbow Acres 40th anniversary.   Rainbow 
Acres is an independent, not-for-profit 
Christian ministry, which provides residential 
homes for adults with developmental 
disabilities to live to their fullest potential with 
dignity and purpose.  It promotes a holistic 
approach to care that fosters a sense of self-
worth through family style living in a loving 
and accepting community.  

High Desert Designers is made up of eleven 
members from Prescott and Sedona and meets 
seven to eight times a year to learn about 
horticulture; with particular emphasis on 
learning and practicing the elements of floral 
design. 



Weeders’ Fundraiser 
Beth Kirkpatrick 

The major yearly fundraiser for Weeders Garden Club 
is a two-day garage sale usually held in November.  
This year our sale was Friday and Saturday, November 
17th and 18th.  We gathered the day before to price all of 
the items and then opened up for business at 7:00 AM 
on Friday morning.  Our customers are always waiting 
as we have some really good things donated.  We hold 
it in the same garage each year and the neighbors are 
always first to come over.  Folks even bring us 
donations to sell! They look forward to it and so do we.  
Each year we think we won’t have enough items and 
then all kinds of goodies arrive.  We also sell bake 
goods, which are always delicious. 

The atmosphere is festive and gives us a good 
opportunity to get to know each other better.  This is a 
great way for new members to contribute and get to 
know some new folks.   

This year we broke our previous sales record by 
making $2300.00 for our projects and charities and we 
had a lot of fun! 

 

Calendar of Events 

December 2nd, 2014 

Central-Eastern District Meeting 

Registration 
Ahwatukee Recreation Center 

Phoenix, AZ 
 

April 9th – 11th, 2015 

AFGC State Convention 

Registration Form 
Yuma, AZ 
 

April 18th & 19th, 2015 

Scottsdale Garden Club 

Flower Show 

Mustang Library 

Scottsdale, AZ 
 

April 20th – 22nd, 2015 

Pacific Region Convention 

Eugene, Oregon 
 

May 16th – 18th, 2015 

NGC 86th Annual Convention 

Louisville, KY 

 

https://dk-media.s3.amazonaws.com/AA/AI/afgcgreenleaf-org/downloads/290883/Registration_2014.pdf
https://dk-media.s3.amazonaws.com/AA/AI/afgcgreenleaf-org/downloads/288066/2015_Convention.pdf
https://dk-media.s3.amazonaws.com/AA/AI/afgcgreenleaf-org/downloads/292908/2015_Convention_Registration_Form.doc
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Deadline for the next  
Greenleaf Bulletin is 

  
February 29th, 2015 

  

Please email all articles and 

photos to: 

Beth Kirkpatrick 
Greenleaf Bulletin Editor 

 bethalia@gmail.com 
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