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President’s Letter

In This Issue:

Dear Gardening Friends,

 Calendar of Events

Even though I didn’t really start my administration until June, I’ve been very
busy. I really got my feet wet at the Pacific Region Convention in Santa
Rosa, California in April. I saw some old friends and hopefully made some
new ones. Our own Elaine Gunderson was installed as the Pacific Region
Director and Carol Parrott was installed as Alternate Pacific Region
Director. Elaine held a great meeting and outlined what she expected from
the States. I was given a list of information that I was expected to send to
different chairmen and the dates they were due. I look forward to working
with Elaine and Carol.
I just got back from the National Garden Clubs (NGC) Convention where I
connected with other state presidents from the Pacific Region through
Elaine. I learned that there were other small states having the same
problems that we are facing and we hope to help each other through the
process.
It was a wonderful convention and I would encourage everyone to attend
one if they are able. The table decorations were wonderful and I won one.
Member services had a table and brought items
to sell. I bought my Beauty of Vision Calendar
and some other books. They have the NGC
scarf in blue now, as well as the green. There
were several vendors there and being a
designer, I bought more than I should. They
also had the Atlas Glove vendor and the
representative from Crown Bees.
One of my goals is to effectively communicate
information from the Pacific Region and NGC to
our District Directors and the clubs. I recently
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sent out a letter to all of our clubs outlining the benefits of belonging to AFGC, which
automatically makes them a member of Pacific Region and NGC. I sent each club president
the information on NGC, Pacific Region and AFGC for their yearbooks. We will be finishing up
our series of Flower Show Schools during my administration. We are also conducting a
Symposium March 13-14, 2014.
There has been some interest expressed in having a Landscape Design School or Gardening
School. If I can find anyone willing to be the chairman of either school, we may offer that
School.
See you in the garden,
Carol Mossholder

Pacific Region Awards 2013
YEARBOOKS
Club (20-29 members)

Desert Designers - Tempe, AZ

HM

Club (30-44 members)

Alta Vista Garden Club - Prescott, AZ

2nd

Club (45-69 members)

Cerbat Garden Club - Kingman, AZ

3rd

ANY OTHER PUBLICATION
Tri-fold Membership
Brochure

Scottsdale Garden Club, Scottsdale, AZ

2nd

HIGH SCHOOL ESSAY CONTEST
Pecan Grove Garden Club, Yuma AZ

2nd

YOUTH POETRY CONTEST “Protecting our Aquatic Friends”
Grade 1

Mario Grajeda, Somerton, AZ - Desert Sonora Elementary School
Pecan Grove Garden Club, Yuma, AZ

Grade 3

Aubrey Honaker, Yuma, AZ - Sunrise Elementary School
Pecan Grove Garden Club, Yuma, AZ

Grade 5

William Duncan, Yuma, AZ - Alice Byrne Elementary School
Pecan Grove Garden Club, Yuma, AZ

Grade 7

Jacqueline Brooks, Yuma, AZ - Castle Dome Middle School
Alta Vista Garden Club, Yuma, AZ

Grade 8

Sarah Sanasac, Yuma, AZ - Crane Middle School
Pecan Grove Garden Club, Yuma, AZ

NGC Awards 2013
Website Design, Becca Tolbert for http://www.azgardenclubs.com

A big congratulation to all of the winners!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
October 29, 2013
AFGC Board of Directors Meeting
Mesa Community College

Land Conservation
Throughout the
Pacific Region

Washington

June, 2013
November 14, 2013
Central/Eastern District Meeting
Registration Form
December 3, 2013
Western District Meeting
Marlena Parrott
January 22, 2013
Southern District Meeting
Paulette Stag
March 13 -14, 2014
Floral Symposium
Buff Harrington

IN MEMORIAM
Val Lee past away during the NGC
Convention. She was AFGC
President from 1997-1999.
Condolences have been sent to
her family from AFGC.

Our 2013-14 Pacific Region
Project is to “Expand Horizons”
and focus on “A Conservation
Rainbow”. We are all asked to
promote education that will
teach our members, and the
public, to protect and conserve
our natural resources.
One of the six components of
our Rainbow is LAND, and with
the world population on target
to reach 9 billion people by
2050, the pressure on deserts,
grasslands, forests, and other
natural LAND resources to
provide food, energy, and
housing will continue to grow.
Every day, over 5,000 acres of
land are developed in the
United States alone.

Blaine Street Steps – Seattle:
This is great example of the impact
a small project in the heart of a city
can have. The Blaine Street Steps
climb two blocks up to Seattle’s
North Capitol Hill neighborhood.
The 270 steps receive heavy use by
firemen in training, runners and
anyone interested in an outdoor
stair-climbing challenge (it tops any
gym routine!). The view from the
land at the edge of the stairs is
spectacular toward the Puget
Sound, and it made it an attractive
housing site. Citizens worked with
the City of Seattle and the Trust for
Public Land to preserve this area
for everyone to enjoy. The steps
now connect Colonnade Park to
Capitol Hill and Eastlake neighborhoods after decades of being
separated by I-5.

You are encouraged to find out
what is happening in your
community and see if there are
projects that you can get
involved in, or help promote.
Arizona
Maybe you have a specific area
you are concerned about.
Contact local chapters of
organization such as The Trust
for Public Lands, or The Nature
Conservancy, to see if they can
assist in educating your club
members on how you can
conserve nature close to home.
Granite Dells: Just outside of
Listed below are just a few of
Prescott sits Granite Dells. These
the Land Conservation Projects are massive boulders of ancient,
that are happening in the States weathered rock. This is an iconic
that compose our Pacific Region landscape in Arizona, and the City
(listed in WACONIAH order).
of Prescott’s citizens were conHopefully, these projects help
cerned about development in this
to inspire you, your club, or
area as the population grew. Local
your entire state garden club to
leaders and civic groups polled
be part of such actions in your
voters and directed a campaign
community or state!
that led to a sales tax extension in

support of an open space plan. With
the funds approved, three highpriority properties near Granite Dells
were secured. This land now provides
hiking trails, picnic area, trail kiosk and
a much-needed link from Granite Dells
to the popular Peavine Trail.

opportunity. In 2012, a former autobody shop – two acres with park
potential – came onto the market.
The Trust for Public Land helped with
the acquisition of the property for the
public. The park is bare earth right
now, but that’s soon to change.
Residents are now providing public
workshops to design a park that will
become a central gathering place.

Oregon

Sedona’s Hancock Ranch:
Sedona’s Red Rock area is known for
its stunning red sandstone cliffs and
formations…and home to our Regional
Director! The last large private land
parcel in the area, The Hancock Ranch,
is adjacent to the largest cliff dwellings
in Coconino National Forest, and the
site of ancient petroglyph cave art.
This properties picturesque setting
made it a prime target for housing
developers. Local citizens worked
with the U.S. Forest Service and the
Trust for Public Land to acquire the
ranch. This was the fourth ranch in
the area to be protected through a
partnership with the Forest Service
and local nonprofit “Keep Sedona
Beautiful”.

California

Potso Dog Park, Tigard:
For many years the city of Tigard,
Oregon leased 2.6-acres for use as an
off-leash dog park. It was used by
hundreds of people and pooches
weekly – many coming from nearby
Beaverton or Lake Oswego. The
properly was sold to a local bank who
started looking for developers to
purchase the land. The local dog
community got together and contacted the Trust for Public Land. They
were able to hold the property off the
market while the dog community
mobilized support for a $17 million
park bond. The public passed the
bond and the city council voted
unanimously to purchase the park,
saving the area from closure. The city
is now the permanent owner of the
park, and plans to improve the
amenities and expand park hours.

Nevada
Kellogg Park, Ventura:
The people of Ventura’s Westside
Neighborhood Association need a
park. But there is very little open
space. They waited, and raised
money, for years until the right

Schallenberger Ridge, Donner

Lake, Sierra Nevada: Looming
above Donner Lake at the Nevada –
California border, just off Interstate
80, is Schallenberger Ridge. This ridge
is named for Moses Schallenberger,
who wintered there in 1844, two
winters before the Donner Party of
emigrants got trapped nearby to begin
a legendary episode of pioneer
hardship. This area was targeted as a
spectacular ski resort in this yearround tourist area, but development
would dramatically alter the atmosphere of Donner Lake and the nearby
State Park. Local residents banded
together and received assistance from
the local Truckee Donner Land Trust.
With support and local funds, along
with receiving help from The Trust for
Public Lands, they were able to
purchase and protect the entire 1,923acre Ridge. This land, combined with
the existing State Park, will provide a
keystone to the new 25-mile Donner
Lake Rim Trail.

Idaho

Sawtooth National Recreation
Area, Stanley: Stanley, Idaho is at
the center of Idaho and The Sawtooth
National Recreation Area. This area
offers some of the finest and most
renowned outdoor recreation in the
world, including fishing, mountain
biking, kayaking, hiking, cross-country
skiing and camping. Its mountains
form the headwaters of 6 important
rivers that feed the Snake River and
offer vital habitat for wildlife and four
threatened or endangered salmon
species. More than 1,000 lakes are
found inside the recreation area. The
town of Stanley has a permanent
population of 63 (2010 census) who

are involved in the continuing
protection and stewardship of these
natural and recreational assets. They,
with much help from TPL, have
completed seven conservation
projects, from a one-acre parcel in the
city of Stanley, to a conservation
easement on the 1,800-acre Piva
Ranch. Their current project is to
protect the 157-acre Rodeo Grounds
Ranch in Stanley from development as
a subdivision.

Water Conservation Fund. Now,
besides being a signature park, the
site will become the future home of
the Juneau Raptor Center & Coastal
Wildlife Center.

Hawaii

Alaska

Galbraith Estate, Oahu: Being the
most isolated islands in the world, the
people of ancient Hawaii had no
choice but to be self-sufficient,
developing agricultural systems to
feed themselves. Today, with much
Brotherhood Park, Juneau:
agricultural land re-zoned for developBrotherhood Park, in Juneau, features ment, the state imports 85% to 90% of
a lush meadow and spectacular views its food. Any disruption in the islands’
of the Mendenhall Glacier. It is part of transportation corridors, whether by
a popular route for hikers, runners
hurricane or other natural disaster,
and cyclists. Adjacent to the Park is
would leave the state with just 2
the glacier-fed Mendenhall River
weeks’ worth of food supplies. When
which runs through a 10.5 acre parcel a former pineapple plantation on
that was slated for development.
Oahu, the 1,743-acre Galbraith Estate,
Local residents raised money and the came up for sale it was targeted for
Trust for Public Land helped find
real estate development. Local
money from the federal Land and
citizens partnered with local business-

es, and with the help of TPL, they
succeeded in buying the Estate. It is
located close to transportation
corridors and has ample water. They
now are making the land available for
lease to local farmers. It also protects
access to one of the most significant
cultural sites on Oahu where famous
Native Hawaiian chiefs were born.
If you are interested in seeing what
other projects have taken place in
your state, check-out The Trust for
Public Land’s (TPL) website:
www.tpl.org. You will find an
interactive map of the United States –
click on your state to see all the
projects that TPL has been involved in.
The Nature Conservancy also has a
website that provides other information at www.natureconservancy.org.
Other sources include your local
Bureau of Land Management
(www.blm.gov). You will also find that
nearly every community has a local
Land Trust organization that is very
active…check them out for educational programs or assistance in your own
projects.
A single individual, or small group of
people, can make a big difference!

Russell Ford
Land Conservation Chairman

Thyme in the Kitchen—CARAMEL APPLE TART
1 sheet frozen ready-to-bake puff pastry,defrosted
3 medium Granny Smith apples, peeled and cored
2 tablespoons butter
1/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon
14 pieces Werther's Original Baking Caramels, unwrapped
1.
2.

3.
4.

5.
6.

Preheat oven to 425 degrees.
Lay the puff pastry on a parchment paper lined sheet pan. If the pastry has creases in it, roll a rolling pin over it to flatten it out
slightly. Cut a large disk from the pastry (it will be about 9 – 10 inch in diameter) using a dinner plate for a pattern. Prick the
surface all over with a fork, well.
Bake for 15 to 20 minutes till golden brown on top. Set aside.
Meanwhile, cut each apple into 8 wedges. Heat butter in a large skillet over medium heat. Add apples and cook, stirring occasionally 10 minutes or until apples begin to soften. Reduce heat to low and cook an additional 5 minutes or until apples are
cooked through. Remove apples from skillet and set aside.
Add the cinnamon and caramels to skillet and melt over low heat, stirring frequently for 5 minutes. Return apples to skillet
and fold them into the melted caramel.
Spoon the warm apple mixture over cooked pastry. Tart is best when served the same day.

Arizona’s Magnificent Butterflies - Cerbat Garden Club, Kingman
Sandie Womack
On May 18, 2013, Cerbat Garden Club held its 10th annual fundraiser luncheon. The theme this year was
butterflies and the keynote speaker, Gail Morris, aka the “Monarch Lady,” presented a program on
Monarch Butterflies with a power point presentation of her visits to the Monarch nesting areas in Mexico.
A delicious luncheon meal of quiche, salad, and lemon tarts was served to the 90 guests and members.
More than 75 raffle prizes, donated by local merchants and club members, were awarded to happy winners.
AFGC President Carol Mossholder and 1st Vice-President Tina Box were honored guests in attendance.

Members
Jane Lovejoy,
Mary Anne
Hawkridge &
Nancy Page
work with the
raffle prizes.

President Diana Broeckel
introduces guests.

Cerbat members having fun at the annual fundraiser!

Cerbat member Sharon Mozis prepares
to serve at the luncheon.

DEADLINE for the December 2013 Greenleaf
is November 30.
Please submit articles to Beth Kirkpatrick at
bethalia@gmail.com

Prescott Frontier Days Parade
Alta Vista Garden Club,
Prescott
Sandy Irwin
The 2013 Prescott Frontier Days
Parade was graced by a beautiful
floating garden on Saturday, July
6th. Ten ambitious members of
the Alta Vista Garden Club
planned and planted a lovely patio
-garden-on-wheels for this big
event. This was the first time the
club entered the annual parade.
Encouraged by past president,
Dianne Moyer, ideas grew like
nourished seeds and a lovely
garden sprang from an ugly 6’ x
12’ flatbed trailer. Shrubs for the
float were borrowed from Mortimer Nurseries. Participating
members donated pots of flowers,
yard ornaments, chairs, a table
and umbrella, patriotic decorations and lot of cold bottled water.

But the real flowers on this float
were the brightly dressed members in their garden bonnets and
gloves, waving to the cheering
crowds with their trowels in hand
while parading down ten blocks of
the historic town of Prescott. The
theme of the parade was
“Champions – Past & Present” and
the theme of the garden float was
“Champions of Gardening Since
1951.”

Keeping in mind the recent loss of
the 19 hotshots in the Yarnell,
Arizona fire, the garden club
members wore purple ribbons and
posted signs honoring their
sacrifice.
Participants included Dianne
Murphy, Dede Erceg, Ann Krsiean,
Julie Lessard, Nicki Elms, Carol
Westfall, Toni Ristich, Chris
Robinson and Sue Dorchester.

Celebrating another Year
Weeders Garden Club, Chandler
Mary Weisenberger

2015 AFGC CONVENTION
Georgia Brown, Chairman

It's Official!
The AFGC 2015 Convention will be

April 9-11, 2015
Held at the
Hilton Garden Inn & Convention Center
Yuma, Arizona

The Weeders Garden Club is celebrating their 58th year by
planning another season of learning, community outreach,
and friendship for 2013-14. The first meeting after the
summer break will be held from 10am to noon, Thursday,
September 12 at Cottonwood Country Club in Sun Lakes.
The speaker will be Beth Kirkpatrick who has been touring
garden shows and will present a slide show travelogue of
the highlights.
Recently, a new team of officers was installed; Patricia
Bunkley, president; Pat Murrish, vice president; Janice
Giachino, treasurer; Jeanne Moorehead, recording
secretary; and Pattie Langston, corresponding secretary.

Upcoming events include Donna Lorch from the Arizona

Herb Association speaking October 10 and a field trip to Queen Creek
Olive Mill for the annual Olive Festival including a tour of the
processing facility and lunch, October 18.
In November The Weeders are hosting the annual Central and Eastern
District Garden Club Meeting on November 14 at Tumbleweed Park in
Chandler. The theme for the District Meeting will be
“Transformation.”
The speaker will be Sandy Sue Rector of Balance Your Life who will
advise on transforming lives by using feng shui in the yard and garden.
Joe’s Barbeque, a local favorite restaurant, will be catering the event
and a tour of McCroskey house, a Weeders’ project, will follow the
meeting. A field trip to Wallace Gardens on the November 7 and on
the 22 treating the Archstone Care Center residents to custom-made
flower arrangements will round out the month.
Other highlights this season will be the Chihuly exhibit at the Desert
Botanical Garden, a tour of Tovrea Castle, The Gourd Festival,
Butterfly Wonderland, and a tour of members’ homes and gardens.
Educational programs on container gardening, using native plants
around in the yard and floral design in the home will also be part of
this years’ events.

greenhouse kit designed to imitate the
Kew Conservatory or Crystal Palace in
Linda Larson
London, England it was ordered by
wealthy business man James Lick. As
with a lot of us who buy kits Mr. Lick
Wandering through gardens you see
never assembled it and after his death
pots, urns, containers, vessels all
it was eventually constructed in
carefully positioned to create a point Golden Gate Park. Loved and visited
of interest or highlight a significant
for over 100 years the conservatory
plant specimen to garden visitors.
was closed for renovation in 1998
Classic terra cotta clay, brightly
after an intense windstorm did
colored glazes, stone, and metal pots structural damage. During its
all are quickly put to use in holding
refurbishment old items in storage
In my garden there is a large plastic
plants. Yet plants can live in all kinds were sorted through and a special
yellow flower pot which I purchased
of containers and sometimes the
item from 1915 was found. An ornate
decades ago at the FW Woolworth
container itself holds the more
travertine plaster urn, measuring over
store. It’s survived several moves
intriguing story.
3’ high and nearly 4’ wide, created for
from house to new house and years of
the Panama Pacific International
intense heat. Throughout the years
Exposition was recovered. Forgotten
it’s been blown over, pushed around At the San Francisco Conservatory of
in storage the urn was cleaned,
Flowers
in
Golden
Gate
Park
there
is
a
and sometimes ignored. I am amazed
restored and positioned in the
Potted Plants Gallery featuring a
it is still intact. (“Benjamin, just one
conservatory for its reopening in
word: plastics.” The Graduate) Even as unique collection of pots from around
2005. The Beaux Arts (grand and
my garden style evolved a yellow pot the world. This Victorian style
opulent) urn now anchors the gallery
Conservatory of Flowers opened in
with a scalloped edge was easily
of potted plants. Urns of all types,
1879. Originally a wood & glass

What a Pot Holds

worked into an arrangement of other
container plantings. Today it holds a
group of succulents and it holds a part
of my story.

Pat Bunkley, President and
Pat Murrish, Vice-President

some decorative others repurposed
from very humble origins, add great
interest to the west wing of the
conservatory.

The travertine urn from 1915 now
filled with colorful flowers draws your
attention immediately. Centered to
allow you to walk all around admiring
its cherubs, scrolls and patterned trims
it is a container of great luxury worthy
of its crowning position in the
conservatory.

Other containers once used to hold
life’s essentials of food, milk, oil and
grain now hold plants along with their
history. From Africa there are ceramic
food jars made by the Mossi Babo
tribe, and from India brass vessels
originally used to carry holy water
from the Ganges River to the temples. A Brazilian carved stone vessel
originally used to carry drinking water
(think how heavy that would have
been!) now holds plants in the gallery.

A black coconut palm log from Java,
Indonesia hollowed out and polished
to a splendid shine, once a plant and
now holds plants.

touch these diverse and beautiful
containers.
These pots touched by hands of many
generations for the purpose of living
day to day now stand nobly holding
plants and offering their stories. Pots
go beyond pretty in our gardens. They
add texture, colors and interesting
shape among the shades of green.
They can remind us of our own history
and how long all of us have needed
such vessels to carry on the work of
living.
Maybe as the weather is cooling down
we can all go digging through our
storage items and find a pot, urn or
such with some of our own history
that can be used to hold a plant in our
garden and remind us of a story. As
for my yellow plastic pot from the FW
Woolworth, the handsome young
manager there helped me with my
shopping and after all these years he is
still moving my flower pots.
Linda Larson, A Traveling Gardener,
wandering, wondering, noticing. . .
Linda offers programs for all audiences. Part travelogue, part inspiration
and motivation, the presentations are
an invigorating prescription for
anyone intrigued by nature, travel and
the environment to consider the
revitalizing quality of garden visits. Her
inviting website offers readers the
opportunity to be whisked away on a
mini vacation through her colorful
narratives and lush photography.
http://travelinggardener.com/

In contrast to this ornate design there
is an ancient Chinese hand carved
granite vessel originally used by
farmers for feeding livestock. Rough,
heavy and textured by crude carving
tools and years of use it is over 3’ in
diameter. It now holds a stand of
bamboo.

Handmade pots with raised patterns
and scalloped edges come from
Guatemala. Still others are
from Bolivia, Viet Nam, Thailand and
Cambodia. San Francisco, such an
international city, offers both residents and visitors a chance to see and

AFGC EASTERN & CENTRAL DISTRICT MEETING—November 14, 2013

Are you a card-carrying member of the “I Hate Meetings” Club? Dread one more long, boring meeting? The Weeders
Garden Club of Chandler will help you change your mind!
They are planning the Eastern/Central District Annual Meeting being held November 14, 2013, at the Tumbleweed
Recreation Center, 745 E. Germann Road, Chandler, AZ. The theme will be “Transformation” and will play out in the
choice of speaker, decorations, raffle items, and even the nametags. The Weeders, ever mindful of budgets, worked
diligently to provide good value and hold the cost to $20.
Especially for those driving a long distance, there will be hot morning beverages and pastries. At lunchtime, the
choices are entrees from Joe’s Real BBQ in Gilbert, featured on “Diners, Drive-ins, and Dives.” That means, pulled pork
with Joe’s own sauce, or a smoked and grilled chicken breast with buns, coleslaw and Joe’s signature mac ‘n’ cheese.
The vegetarian choices are a loaded baked potato or a chop salad. Dessert will be over-the-moon delicious cupcakes
from one of the club’s professional bakers Debby Dunham…save your appetite!
Sandy Sue Rector, long-time Phoenix resident and International Feng Shui Master, will be presenting the day’s
program. Sandy Sue will teach us to balance our lives using powerful Feng Shui principles outside our homes to
support, nurture and enrich our lives and careers. Sandy Sue has been involved with Feng Shui since 1988 and
completed the Certification for Feng Shui Real Estate Professionals. Please bring your specific questions for her to
answer after her presentation. You can find out more about her at www.balanceyourlife.com
The Weeders are raffling a beautiful gourd donated by their resident gourd artist Leigh Hill which carries a retail value
of $150. Because selling opportunities are sparse buy a lot of tickets because you can enter once for each prize.
Those tickets will be available at your local meetings and with your registration. Other desirable raffle items include
gift baskets and dish gardens donated by other clubs. Because of Tumbleweed Park rules, raffle tickets cannot be sold
at the venue, so you are being asked to buy tickets with your registration form or at your garden club meeting.
Remember – you do no thave to be present to win!
After the meeting, there will be a tour of the McCroskey house just across the parking lot. It was one of the original
homes in Chandler and moved to this location for display. The house is maintained in and out, and the gardens were
designed and planted by The Weeders Garden Club, and they maintain them. They are rightfully proud of their work
and want to show it off to everyone.
Alright! We will be conducting a little business, but most of the day is going to be eating good food, learning ways to
better our lives, and making new friends from other clubs. This meeting is only for members, so please go to a local
meeting and sign up to attend or contact your officers.
Any questions about this meeting can be directed to Weeders’ club president Pat Bunkley at 480-883-1556 or meeting
co-chair Mary Urban at 480-773-8461.
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