
 
BEDFORD HILLS FREE LIBRARY RECEIVES CONSTRUCTION GRANT  

FROM NEW YORK STATE  

 

 

The Bedford Hills Free Library received an $18,202 Construction Grant from New York State for a new 

project to upgrade its entire lighting system and improve climate control.  The changes will create more 

energy efficient and pleasant conditions for its patrons as the library prepares to mark the centennial of its 

founding in 2015.  

 

Local contractors J.C. Beach Electric and Wayne Fazzinga & Co., both from Bedford Hills, will complete 

the installation August 18-22, when the library will be temporarily closed to the public.  

 

“This is a 153-year old building and there is great potential for improving its comfort and attractiveness 

for the thousands of children and adults who come through our doors every year,” says Terrie Paladino-

Viola, Co-President of the Board of Trustees. “Replacing outdated fluorescent fixtures and adding a 

ventilation system to control temperatures will provide immediate and noticeable improvements to the 

space.”  

  

Mary Esbjornson, Executive Director said, “It is inspiring to see this project realized as we envision a 

series of improvements that might be made to keep pace with the needs of our patrons and the residents of 

Bedford Hills.”   

 

Public library construction aid is included in the New York State budget, administered in cooperation 

with the Westchester Library System. Infrastructure funding is especially important to libraries serving 

economically disadvantaged communities. Within the Town of Bedford, the hamlet of Bedford Hills 

serves a wide range of economic levels, including as many as 8% of the population living below the 

poverty line. This diverse community relies on the essential free resources the library provides.  

 

“We appreciate that New York State legislators recognize the importance of strengthening local libraries 

that serve smaller communities such as ours.” says Elin Sullivan, Co-President of the Board.  “Our 

building started out as a family home. It’s important to us that we preserve a sense of warmth and 

attentive service, while providing for our future and ensuring that our facility grows with the needs and 

aspirations of our community.”       

 


