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November 2013        
Dear Neighbors, 
 

The Bedford Hills Free Library has been the heart and soul of our hamlet for 
nearly 100 years. 
 
In this high-tech era, our library plays an essential role as a haven where 
community members come together for inspiration, for new resources, for 
help in navigating today’s information overload, and for the one-on-one 
support and individualized service which we are proud to offer. 
 
However, our library’s budget is stretched as far as it will go. Due to many 
years of zero increases or cuts in funding from the Town of Bedford, the 
library now depends on your donations to maintain the services and programs 
we deliver to this community.  
 
As of today, we have a budget shortfall of $42,000 to cover before the close 
of 2013. Increasingly, we must rely on you, our supporters, to make tax-
deductible, year-end contributions to close the gap between our Town grant 
and our basic operating expenses. Your help with this imperative will go a 
long way to nourish and sustain the Bedford Hills Free Library, a critical 
asset of our beloved town.  
 
In last year’s letter, we shared with you the Library’s mission of “doing 
more with less.” We are very proud to continue with steps to further this 
goal. Here are just a few of the important initiatives we have undertaken: 
 
      We have added programming for adults, such as e-book tutorials  

      and language classes, with new programs in development for 2014. 
 
      We have extended our service hours by an additional nine hours  
           per week, without increasing operating expenses. 
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  We have applied for – and expect to receive -- a grant from New York State, which 
          will allow us to enhance and modernize the Library’s interior lighting, for increased  
          comfort and energy efficiency.  

 
 Along with expanding our programming for teens and tweens, we have created a  

         Teen Area on our second floor. Teens now have a quiet place of their own in which to  
         study and browse an excellent collection of books and other age-appropriate resources.  
         This move freed space in our Children’s Room, allowing us to expand our outstanding 
          picture book, juvenile & tween collections.  

 
 We have forged new relationships with local businesses and community organizations,  
      helping us to raise both awareness and much-needed funds.  

 
 We are working to expand our Advisory Committee, a group of talented and concerned  
         community members, who help us brainstorm new ways of serving our patrons and  
         strengthening our fundraising capabilities.       
              
During these difficult times, the true value of the Bedford Hills Free Library shines through.  
For example, during Hurricane Sandy and other recent emergencies, our library served as a vital 
shelter for residents who were without electricity, water or heat.  
 
Our diverse community – many members of which continue to face economic difficulties - 
increasingly relies on the information and services we offer – everything from the latest books 
and magazines to public computers to outstanding free programs for children, teens and adults.  
 
The Bedford Hills Free Library is YOUR library. Please give as generously as you can.  
 
With warm regards, 

                      
               

 Elin P. Sullivan Terrie Paladino Viola 
 Co-President Co-President 
 
 
P.S. Please take a minute to mail your tax-deductible donation in the enclosed self-
addressed envelope today. Or, alternatively, you can make an online donation at 
www.bedfordhillsfreelibrary.org. As 2013 draws to a close, we need to know that we can rely 
on you to close our $42,000 deficit. Remember that a donation to your library is a gift to your 
entire community. Thank you! 

 
The Bedford Hills Free Library is a registered 501(c)(3) organization. 

Your donation is tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 


