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2017 Trail Care Day
On October 7th, the Friends of Pinchot State Park hosted a volunteer trail care day. This year’s event improved 325 feet of a
very muddy section of the Lakeside/Mason-Dixon Trail between
Route 177 and the campground entrance.
Participants in this event included: Gifford Pinchot State Park,
volunteers from the Keystone Trail Association, Mason-Dixon Trail
Association, York County Trail Club, and the Friends of Pinchot.
Volunteers cleared roots from the trail, built a small drainage
bridge, laid geotextile material, and finished with a layer of stone.
Additional pictures of the day’s work can be found on page 4.
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◄ COMPLETED PROJECT

… Autumn begins when the center of the sun
crosses Earth’s equator?
Americans typically use the word “fall,” while the British
use the word “autumn”. Both terms date around the 16th
century. Before these terms, the period was called
“harvest”.
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Pinchotween 2017

The Budman Family, from Langhorne, PA, won first place in the campsite decorating contest with their “Things to do at Pinchot Park” theme.
By Beth Kepley-McNutt, Park Naturalist

A family-friendly Halloween event, known as
Pinchotween, was celebrated on October 21st at
Pinchot Park. In the afternoon, over 200 children and
their families enjoyed games, a nature scavenger
hunt, and pumpkin decorating at the Conewago Day
Use area. This part of the day was open to the public.
For those who were camping with
us, an organized Trick-or-Treat route
was set up so children could safely
go from campsite to campsite, hopefully seeking out more treats than
tricks! This year, over 350 guests participated in Trick-or-Treat, with over
120 campsites adorned with Halloween decorations. Judging took place
for “best costume” in various age
ranges and “best decorated campsite”.
After Trick-or-Treat, park staff set a bonfire ablaze
in the campground. Snacks were donated by
campground guests and the Friends of Pinchot. Families spent time around the fire, until bedtime beckoned. As the last of the bonfire flames faded out, everyone knew they will have to wait another year to
again experience the family-fun that is Pinchotween
at Gifford Pinchot Park State Park! ■
www.friendsofpinchot.org

Cold Weather
Recreation at the Park
By Gavin Smith, Assistant Park Manager

The park doesn’t close in the colder months; the
recreational opportunities simply change with the
season. If you find yourself with “cabin fever” or
the “winter blues”, consider visiting the park and
pursuing one of the following recreations:

· Snow Sports: Snowshoeing the park’s 18 miles
of trail provides a fantastic opportunity to view
wildlife when the park is less visited and less
leaf covered. Snow cover on the campground’s
closed roads provides excellent conditions for
cross-country skiing.
· Bird watching: Snow cover will offer a white
canvas to highlight wintering birds, during a
time when there is less leaf cover and more visibility.
· Ice fishing: When conditions permit, the lake
becomes a destination for ice fishing. It’s important to learn how to check conditions yourself. Ice thickness and quality, as well as size
(Continued on page 3)
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Board News:
Two Board Members Retire in 2017
Jim Merlino & Pat Sabold
By Betsy Leppo, FOPSP Secretary

In March of 2009, a group of volunteers assembled to start a Friends group chapter under the
Pennsylvania Parks and Forest Foundation
(PPFF). Jim Merlino was well known to park staff
because of his service as a campground host. Jim
volunteered to serve as Chair of the group for one
year. Now eight years and nine months later, he has
decided to retire at the end of the year. Jim’s leadership effectively encouraged collaboration and teamwork between park staff and Friends Group members.

Cold Weather Recreation at the Park
(Continued from page 2)

and distance apart of your fishing holes are just a
few of the considerations needed before stepping
onto the ice. All PA Fish & Boat Commission
rules are in effect for this activity. Also, if boating
during cold months, you must be wearing a personal floatation device (PFD). The “wear it” law
is in effect from November 1st to April 30th.
· Ice Skating: When conditions permit, the park
allows ice skating. Check with the park office to
find designated areas. PFBC’s Ice Thickness
Guideline is also a good guide for this sport:
http://www.fishandboat.com/Fish/Fishing/
Documents/ice_thickness.pdf (search “PA Fish
and Boat”, “ice thickness”).
· Hunting: The park is open in limited fashion to
deer, small game, turkey, and waterfowl hunting.
Check with the Park Office for specific rules, regulations, and designated hunting areas that apply
to the park.
Visit the PFBC website for proper guidance in ice
safety, fishing regulations, and best practices: http://
www.fishandboat.com/Fish/Fishing/Pages/
IceWinterFishing.aspx (search “PA Fish and Boat”, “ice
fishing”).
The colder months can still present days with
great weather and great opportunities to simply be
outside at Pinchot. In any event, it is important to
layer properly with your clothing. Before visiting the
park, visit the park’s website and view the “Winter
Report”, to give you an idea of current winter conditions. ■

PHOTO BY BETSY LEPPO

plant sale. Jim helped organize and implement projects to improve trails for hikers and habitats for
wildlife, and supported the park’s environmental
education programming and outreach events such as
Pinchotween.
(Continued on page 5)

Jim Merlino, FOPSP Board Chairman from 2009-2017

Jim was instrumental in coordinating efforts with
park management to build four new playgrounds,
add new park benches, and replace aging picnic tables. He faithfully helped with a variety of FOPSP
workday projects to support fundraisers like firewood sales in the campground and our first native
www.friendsofpinchot.org

OUTGOING MESSAGE FROM
RETIRING FOPSP CHAIR, JIM MERLINO
I would like to thank all past and present Board members, Park Management, FOP members, volunteers and
donors for their support throughout the years which enabled FOPSP to "Preserve, protect and enhance the natural and recreational resources of Gifford Pinchot State
Park for present and future generations."
Friends of Pinchot State Park - Page 3
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“Wood Chipper Helps Park Staff”

By Bob Deffner, Park Manager

Gifford Pinchot State Park is
fortunate to have many trees
and shrubs as part of its landscape for everyone to enjoy.
Unfortunately, they have a life
span. Some will also die prematurely from diseases or insects,
as in the case of the many ash
trees that are dying due to the
Emerald Ash Borer infestation,
while others succumb to damage from wind and ice.
Trees that die or become
damaged and pose a hazard
must be removed. With removal of trees and limbs comes the
cost as wells as the laborious
and time-consuming task of the
clean-up.
To make the clean-up process more efficient for staff, less

costly, and more environmentally sound, park management
approached the Friends of
Pinchot State Park (FOPSP)
about purchasing a wood chipper for the park. The FOPSP
agreed that the wood chipper
would be an invaluable piece of
equipment for park staff. Even
with the high cost of wood chippers, they were able to fiscally
meet management’s request and
purchased the park a wood
chipper in June of 2017.
Already the wood chipper
has begun to be a huge asset in
the clean-up of some dying ash
trees. The staff at Gifford
Pinchot State Park would like to
take this opportunity to again
thank the FOPSP for their continued support. ■
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2017 Trail Care Day

2017 Trail Care Day

BOARD MEMBERS NEEDED

www.friendsofpinchot.org
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Do you have specialized skills and expertise that could benefit The
Friends of Pinchot board’s work? Are you willing to be an enthusiastic
advocate for Gifford Pinchot State Park and encourage others to get
involved? We are currently looking for board members. If interested or
for more information please email Beth Kepley-McNutt, Pinchot’s park
naturalist, at ekepley-mc@pa.gov.
Friends of Pinchot State Park - Page 4

Board Members Retire
We are also saying goodbye to Pat Sabold, who
served on the board since May of 2009 as our newsletter editor, webmaster and membership coordinator. Pat designed our FOPSP brochure, letterhead,
business cards, mailing envelopes, membership
cards, and souvenir t-shirts. Her creative eye and
attention to detail made our outreach products look
amazing!
During her tenure Pat published 30 editions of the
Pinchot Eagle, which PPFF offers as a model newsletter that other Friends
Groups can follow. Pat
participated in our
workday projects and
organized the highly anticipated picnic for our
2200 Rosstown Road
Lewisberry, PA 17339
volunteers to enjoy after
(717) 432-5011
Trail Care days. Pat is
Email: FOPSP@aol.com
also an avid birder, botaADVISORY BOARD
nist, and photographer.
She shared her love of
Chairman
Jim Merlino
the wildlife in the park
by guiding nature walks
Co-Chairman
Ted Prindle
for the public.
Treasurer
Sally Ray

Park Representative
Beth Kepley-McNutt
This volunteer advisory board is
dedicated to preserving, protecting and enhancing the natural
and recreational resources of
Gifford Pinchot State Park for
present and future generations.
Friends of Pinchot State Park is a
chapter of the Pennsylvania
Parks and Forests Foundation
(PPFF). The PPFF is a 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization. Contributions are tax deductible to the
fullest extent of the law.

The Pinchot Eagle is published three times a
year. The Friends of Pinchot State Park
reserve all publication decisions.

www.friendsofpinchot.org

Pat Sabold, FOPSP Board Member from 2009-2017

FRIENDS OF PINCHOT STATE PARK
2017 Annual Membership Application

Make checks payable to: PPFF
(include FOPSP on the memo line)

Mail form with payment to: Friends of Pinchot State Park,
2200 Rosstown Road, Lewisberry, PA 17339.
o NEW MEMBERSHIP o RENEWAL

Name(s) ________________________________________
Street __________________________________________
City ____________________________________________
State/Zip Code _______________________________________

Secretary
Betsy Leppo
Board Members
Dean Gibbons
Curtis Gottdiner
Jim Grove
Kevin Merlino
Pat Sabold
Mary Beth Zeigler
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(Continued from page 3)

Phone ______________________________________________

Jim and Pat invested
their time and talents
and built a strong foundation on which the
Friends Group will continue to grow. We also
wish to recognize their
spouses, Kim Merlino
and Lou Sabold, for their
direct volunteerism and
support of the Friends
Group. It was a privilege
to work with each of you
and we appreciate everything you have done! ■

Find us on Twitter at:
https://twitter.com/FriendsPinchot
@FriendsPinchot

Email___________________________________________
o I would like to receive my newsletter via email.
o I am interested in volunteering.

__ Senior (age 62+) $10.00
__ Individual
$15.00
__ Family
$25.00
__ Damselfly Sponsor
(Family)
$50.00
__ Dragonfly Sponsor
(Family)
$100.00

__ Corporate
$250.00+
__ I’d like to make a
tax-deductible
contribution of $________

TOTAL $ ______________

All members receive the Pinchot Eagle newsletter and discounts on
souvenir T-shirts. New members receive a Friends of Pinchot State Park
bumper sticker (while supplies last).
Friends of Pinchot State Park was formed in March 2009 as a chapter of the
Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation (PPFF). The PPFF is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Contributions to PPFF are tax deductible to the fullest extent of
the law. The official registration of the Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation
may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free
within Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.
Memberships are for one year, June 1 through May 31.
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