Friends of Pinchot State Park

‘Pinchot Eagle
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Octoher 4, 2014: Trail Gare Ilav Was d B(IIISIII!I SIIGBBSS

by Steve Stroman, Friends of Pinchot trails chair

The Friends of Pinchot have been working hard
to make the trails at Gifford Pinchot State Park even
better. On October 4, twenty-three volunteers came
together to work on two significant trail projects on
our fourth annual trail care day. Our trail care day is
a partnership between the Friends of Pinchot, park
management and staff, the Keystone Trails Associa-
tion and the Mason-Dixon Trail Association.

The Keystone Trails Association is a statewide
organization that works to protect, preserve and
promote hiking trails across Pennsylvania. The Ma-
son-Dixon Trail is a 198-mile hiking trail that con-
nects the Appalachian Trail in Cumberland County
with the Brandywine Creek in Chester County,
passing through sections of Maryland and Dela-
ware. Pinchot State Park is home to about eight
miles of the Mason-Dixon Trail, which is blazed in
light blue through the park.

Volunteers Iay stone on the Ridge Trail to improve drainage and
protect the trail from erosion.

One crew of volunteers, led by Park Manager
Bob Deffner, worked on a chronically wet section of
the Ridge Trail/Mason-Dixon Trail just outside the
entrance to the campground. This work primarily

Volunteers lay geotextlle material to improve the footing
and reduce erosion on the Ridge Tralil.

consisted of improving drainage on the trail by lay-
ing stone and geotextile material, and constructing
water bars.

A second crew of volunteers was led by Paula
DeVore, a trail specialist with the Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources. This crew used
loppers and bow saws to open up a new loop trail
off of the Beaver Creek Trail/Mason-Dixon Trail be-
tween Boat Mooring No. 1 and Squire Gratz Road.
The Beaver Creek Trail is especially popular with

(Continued on page 2)

DID YOU KNOW...

.. Snowy tree crickets (Oecanthus fultoni)
are sometimes called thermometer crickets?

You can estimate the temperature in Fahrenheit by

counting the number of snowy tree cricket chirps you hear
in thirteen seconds, then add 40. Listen for their clear

steady chirp, beating as steady as a metronome. The beats
will be slower on cool nights, as summer fades into fall.
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