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Campground
Receives
New Playground
Facility
By Dennis Cain

Camping at Gifford Pinchot
State Park just got even more fun
for the whole family with the installation of a new playground
facility. The playground, a nearly
$20,000 investment, was made
possible by the Friends of Pinchot,
along with assistance from the
Pennsylvania Parks and Forests
Foundation in the form of a $2,500
grant.
Located next to the pet loop,
near bathhouse #6, the existing

Assembly of the new playground facility in the campground (near bathhouse #6).

volleyball court was temporarily
removed so park maintenance
staff could assemble the new playground equipment. After the assembly was complete, a border
with ADA accessibility was added
and stone was placed around the
base. Many members of the

Fall Tailcare Day

PHOTO BY PAT SABOLD

By Steve Stroman, Trails Committee Chairman

Geotextile material and stone being laid on a chronically wet area
of the Lakeside Trail.

Friends group helped to spread
the resilient surfacing that lines
the floor of the play area. The
ADA accessible entry point to the
playground will tie into the nearby Lakeside Trail access.
(Continued on page 4)

DID YOU KNOW…
... Squirrels cache food for the winter?
Caching is a behavior characterized by storing stashes of food for
later. Squirrels usually do this by putting their food (nuts and
seeds) in a shallow hole and covering it up. They don’t remember
all these storage places, but those that are remembered will serve
as food when resources are scarce in winter. The forgotten nuts
and seeds will germinate in the spring and become trees, shrubs,
etc.

On Saturday, October 5, the Friends of Pinchot
hosted their third annual volunteer Trailcare Day at
Gifford Pinchot State Park in conjunction with the
Keystone Trails Association, Mason-Dixon Trail Association and park personnel. Twenty-three people
contributed approximately 120 hours of volunteer
effort to improve the trails. The day was capped off
by a delicious cookout hosted by the Friends of
Pinchot.
(Continued on page 3)

By Beth Kepley-McNutt, Park Naturalist

Best Costume, ages 13 and up:
Mary Poppins and Bert (the chimney sweep).

faded out, everyone knew they will
have to wait another year to again
experience the family-fun that is
Pinchotween at Pinchot Park! ■

PHOTO BY GIFFORD PINCHOT STATE PARK

Once a year the season of autumn falls upon us…the sound of
dry leaves rustling, decorated pumpkins, kids laughing, the smell of a
bonfire. All of this brings back memories of being a kid at Halloween and
Pinchot Park’s annual Pinchotween
event.
In 2013, the 8th annual familyfriendly Halloween event (sponsored
by the Friends of Pinchot) was celebrated on Saturday, October 19th. In
the afternoon, over 150 kids and families
enjoyed
various
crafts
(including pine cone bird feeders,
pumpkin and ghost felt decorations,
and Halloween finger prints), a nature scavenger hunt and pumpkin
decorating at the nature/interpretive
center in the Conewago Day Use area. The newly added “bobbing for
apples” (using a soup ladle with a
string attached) was a HUGE hit

among kids and adults alike! This
part of the day was open to the public…for anyone to come out and join
the fun.
For those who were camping
with us, an organized Trick-or-Treat
route was set up so kids could safely
go from campsite to campsite, hopefully seeking out more treats than
tricks! This year, over 300 guests participated in Trick-or-Treat, with over
190 campsites rented, and most
adorned with Halloween decorations. Judging took place for “best
costume” in various age ranges and
“best decorated campsite”. The Karli
Family, from Lancaster, PA, won
first place for the second year in a
row in the campsite decorating contest and the Marinucci Family, from
Wilmington, DE, won second place.
After Trick-or-Treat, despite a
torrential rain downpour, park staff
set the bonfire ablaze near the lake’s
edge in the campground. Snacks
were donated by campground
guests, park volunteers, and park
staff. As the last of the bonfire flames
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The Best of
Pinchotween

Best-decorated Campsite was awarded to the Karli Family of Lancaster, PA.
www.friendsofpinchot.org
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Fall Trailcare Day

tempt to date several of the intact, old bottles.
4. Sections of the Lakeside Trail were trimmed
and lopped.
The participating organizations are already planning further cooperative work to make the trails in
Gifford Pinchot State Park even better. ■
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(Continued from page 1)

Laying of the geotextile material.
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As a result of this effort:
1. Several chronically wet sections of the
Lakeside Trail between Route 177 and the
campground were significantly improved
through the installation of stone and geo-cell
material. The 193-mile Mason-Dixon Trail also follows this section of the Lakeside Trail on
its passage through Gifford Pinchot State
Park.
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Volunteers prepare the trail for the geotextile material.

Dumping stone onto the geotextile material.

2. The Lakeside Trail was relocated around a
steep drop off that can be very slippery when
wet. This relocation will improve access to
this section of the park by emergency personnel.
3. A small dump alongside the Lakeside Trail
consisting primarily of broken glass was
cleaned. The dump predates the creation of
the park. Park personnel will clean and atwww.friendsofpinchot.org
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Relocation around a steep drop off that was
dangerously slippery when wet.

Cleaning broken glass from a small dump area.
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Friends of Pinchot State Park
Annual Board Elections
By Jim Merlino, Board Chairman

Friends of Pinchot members “helping” park maintenance with the
assembly of the new playground equipment.

Campground Receives New Playground
(Continued from page 1)

2200 Rosstown Road
Lewisberry, PA 17339
(717) 432-5011
Email: FOPSP@aol.com

ADVISORY BOARD
Chairman
Jim Merlino
Co-Chairman
Ted Prindle
Treasurer
Sally Ray
Secretary
Betsy Leppo
Board Members
Dean Gibbons
Jim Grove
Kevin Merlino
Pat Sabold
Steve Stroman
Park Representative
Beth Kepley-McNutt
This volunteer advisory board is
dedicated to preserving, protecting and enhancing the natural
and recreational resources of
Gifford Pinchot State Park for
present and future generations.
Friends of Pinchot State Park is a
chapter of the Pennsylvania
Parks and Forests Foundation
(PPFF). The PPFF is a 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization. Contributions are tax deductible to the
fullest extent of the law.
Newsletter Editor: Pat Sabold
psaboldFOPSP@aol.com
Publication deadlines are the 5th of each
quarter (March, June, September, December). The Advisory Board reserve publication decisions.

www.friendsofpinchot.org

The volleyball court
will be repositioned adjacent to the new playground equipment and a
sand box will be added.
A previously purchased
swing set, provided by
Gifford Pinchot State
Park, was also added to
the playground facility.
This playground is
the second installment of
an
ambitious
threephased playground replacement goal, set by
the Friends of Pinchot, to
provide a fun and safe
place for all. The first
phase, completed in
2012, was new playground equipment in the
Quaker Race Day Use
area. The second phase
was the 2013 installment
of playground equipment in the campground. In the near future, the Friends group
looks forward to completing the third phase of
the goal consisting of
new playground equipment in the Conewago
Day Use Area. ■
ICE CONDITIONS:
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/
stateparks/winter-report/index.htm

The Friends of Pinchot State Park held their annual elections
at the November 12, 2013 board meeting. The following five
board members were re-elected for a three-year term beginning
January 1, 2014: Ted Prindle, co-chair; Betsy Leppo, secretary;
Steve Stroman, director; Pat Sabold, director; and Jim Grove,
director.
Larry Reddy, director, has chosen to resign at the end of
2013. We would like to graciously thank Larry for his time and
service on the board.
The position vacated by Larry Reddy will be filled, for a oneyear term, by Dean Gibbons of Hanover. Dean has been a
Pinchot campground host and park volunteer for several years.
He brings with him a friendly smile and a willingness to serve.

FRIENDS OF PINCHOT STATE PARK
2014 Annual Membership Application

Make checks payable to: PPFF
(include FOPSP on the memo line)

Mail form with payment to: Friends of Pinchot State Park, 2200
Rosstown Road, Lewisberry, PA 17339.
o NEW MEMBERSHIP

__ Senior (age 62+) $10.00
__ Individual
$15.00
__ Family
$25.00
__ Damselfly Sponsor $50.00
__ Dragonfly Sponsor $100.00

o RENEWAL

__ Corporate
$250.00+
__ I’d like to make a
tax-deductible
contribution of $________
TOTAL $ ______________

Name(s) ________________________________________
Street __________________________________________
City ____________________________________________
State/Zip Code _______________________________________
Phone ______________________________________________
Email___________________________________________
o I would like to receive my newsletter via email.
o I am interested in volunteering.
Friends of Pinchot State Park was formed in March 2009 as a chapter of the
Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation (PPFF). The PPFF is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Contributions to PPFF are tax deductible to the fullest extent of
the law. The official registration of the Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation
may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free
within Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.
Memberships are for one year, June 1 through May 31.
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