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The Ideal “Hedge Trimmer”
By Bob Deffner, Park Manager
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For those who have camped at Gifford Pinchot you
may have experienced vegetation crowding the parking
pad or the living space of your campsite. Over the years,
the park’s campsites have become overgrown with unwanted vegetation. Native plants like poison ivy or invasive plants like multi-flora rose, oriental bittersweet and
non-native honeysuckle thrive on some of our campsites
where large amounts of sunlight penetrates through the
trees to the ground.
To manage or reduce unwanted plants, goats have
been used as an effective but “green” management tool by
land managers as well as individual homeowners. This
integrated control strategy incorporates the use of goats as
a biological method of controlling invasive or unwanted
plants. For this reason Gifford Pinchot partnered with a

April 20th - In celebration of Earth Day, Gifford
Pinchot State Park held the
2nd annual “Spring into
Action” volunteer weekend
at the park. Volunteers
worked on various projects, including mulching
trees, stone work on some
of our trails, landscaping at
our park office and clearing

various vines, brush, and
leaves from campsites in
the campground. Nearly 40
volunteers of all ages came
out to help, and in return
received free camping Friday and Saturday nights.
A huge “thank you”
goes out to the volunteers
and the park staff who
(Continued on page 3)

DID YOU KNOW…
...Gifford Pinchot State Park
was built in 1959?
Groundbreaking occurred on May 10, 1959. The first
water spilled over the dam in February 1960. Governor
David L. Lawrence dedicated Gifford Pinchot State
Park in 1961.
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Volunteers mulching around trees in Conewago Day Use Area.

Goat eating poison ivy near campsite.

local farmer in 2013 to use their goats to control the unwelcomed vegetation in the campground.
From the beginning of April to the end of May, four to
five goats were fenced in an area on specific campsites to
target undesirable vegetation on those campsites. When
the desired amount of vegetative control was achieved on
a campsite, the campground hosts would move the fencing to a predetermined location on another campsite to
begin the process all over again.
Goats are mainly browsers meaning they prefer leaves
and woody plants making them ideal “hedge trimmers”.
(Continued on page 2)

Summer Wildflowers

The Ideal “Hedge Trimmers”
(Continued from page 1)

July offers up its own
delights like spotted jewelweed,
false-foxglove,
woodland sunflowers, and
St. John’s-wort, while many
of the June species continue
to bloom. In marshy areas
you can start looking for
bottle gentian and turtleheads. You can also check
out the mulleins, moth
mulleins which have large
white or yellow flowers on
a thin stalk or common
mullein which has small
flowers in a tight elongated
cluster, which gave it one
of its common names –
corn mullein.

Goats nibbling at overgrown vegetation.

Cardinal-flower
Lobelia cardinalis

false Solomon’s-seal develop berries that turn gold.
There will be guided
wildflower hikes from the
Conewago Day Use area on
June 29th, July 20th, and August 31st. See the park web(Continued on page 3)

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
June 29 ......................... Friend’s Open House, 11:00am-2:00pm
The Wiggly World of Worms, 11:00am-12:00pm
Wildflower Walk, 1:00pm-2:30pm

Nature/Interpretive Center, Conewago Day Use Area

August 24.......................................... Habitat Project: Fish Cribs

Contact fopsp@aol.com or park office (717) 432-5011 to volunteer

October 5 ............................................. Volunteer Trail Care Day

Additional information released at a later date

October 19 .................................................Pinchotween, 2:00pm

Nature/Interpretive Center, Conewago Day Use Area

For more information and an updated list of events, please visit our
website: www.friendsofpinchot.org/home/calendar

www.friendsofpinchot.org

Grazing in a forested area is not harmful to the goats.
Goats can utilize many forest plants in their diet and gain
weight. In fact one of their preferred foods is poison ivy.
They also eat many of the invasive plants found at Pinchot.
Some plants are harmful to goats but they avoid them as
long as there are other more palatable plants available.
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Woodland Sunflower
Helianthus divaricatus

While things
slow
down in August, you can
still find bloomers like the
coneflowers,
goatsbeard,
and wild asters. You can
even find cardinal flowers
blooming.
Don’t just concentrate
on flowers, several of
spring bloomers have interesting seeds that mature
over the summer. Jack-inthe-pulpits put up berry
clusters that start out green
and turn bright red as they
mature. Solomon’s-seal and
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While we have passed
the peak of spring wildflowers, the summer wildflowers are just getting
started.

Using goats can reduce the need for herbicides or the use
of power equipment. And nimble goats can easily maneuver across rocky or marshy surfaces that people or machines cannot safely reach. In addition, using goats can
reduce staff time needed to cut-back overgrown vegetation.
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By Laura Gifford

Campground hosts setting up the fencing for the goats.

Visitors have asked if the goats feeding in a wooded
environment ever harms the forest. A well-managed grazing program in a forested area will not impact the forests’
health. Goats have cloven hooves or two toes with a soft
foot pad making them nimble on rocky terrain but also
create minimal disturbance to the soil. Another benefit to
the forest is the goat droppings return nutrients directly
back to the soil.
The park has found that using goats to control unwanted vegetation in the campground is a useful management tool and will continue to explore the option of using
them in the future. ■
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Volunteer pulling invasive vine off of the tree.

Volunteer Days a Success
(Continued from page 1)
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Lewisberry, PA 17339
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Email: FOPSP@aol.com
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This volunteer advisory board is
dedicated to preserving, protecting and enhancing the natural
and recreational resources of
Gifford Pinchot State Park for
present and future generations.
Friends of Pinchot State Park is a
chapter of the Pennsylvania
Parks and Forests Foundation
(PPFF). The PPFF is a 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization. Contributions are tax deductible to the
fullest extent of the law.
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www.friendsofpinchot.org

helped make the day possible.
April 27th - Volunteers
from The Church of Latter
Day Saints participated in a
day of giving back to the
park.
Three hundred and
fifty-three (353) volunteers
generated 2,155 hours of
service by completing landscaping, trail improvement,
and staining projects.
A BIG “thank you”
goes out to the volunteers,
the park staff and the event
organizers for their efforts
in making this day a huge
success. ■

If you see a turtle crossing the road, safely
move it off the road in
the direction it was
heading.

Volunteers laying stone on a section of the Lakeside Trail at the
Conewago Day Use Area.

FRIENDS OF PINCHOT STATE PARK
2013 Annual Membership Application

Make checks payable to: PPFF
(include FOPSP on the memo line)

Mail form with payment to: Friends of Pinchot State Park, 2200
Rosstown Road, Lewisberry, PA 17339.
o NEW MEMBERSHIP

__ Senior (age 62+) $10.00
__ Individual
$15.00
__ Family
$25.00
__ Damselfly Sponsor $50.00
__ Dragonfly Sponsor $100.00

o RENEWAL

__ Corporate
$250.00+
__ I’d like to make a
tax-deductible
contribution of $________
TOTAL $ ______________

Name(s) ________________________________________
Street __________________________________________
City ____________________________________________
State/Zip Code _______________________________________

Summer Wildflowers

(Continued from page 2)

site or Facebook page for
more details.
Just a reminder: Here
in the State Parks the flowers are for everyone’s enjoyment, so if you want a
souvenir take a picture and
leave things as you find
them. ■

Phone ______________________________________________
Email___________________________________________
o I would like to receive my newsletter via email.
o I am interested in volunteering.
Friends of Pinchot State Park was formed in March 2009 as a chapter of the
Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation (PPFF). The PPFF is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Contributions to PPFF are tax deductible to the fullest extent of
the law. The official registration of the Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation
may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free
within Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.
Memberships are for one year, June 1 through May 31.
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