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Friends of Pinchot State Park April/May/June 2013 

DID YOU KNOW… 
...The park offers 

interpretive pontoon boat tours of Pinchot Lake? 

The tours are 1-1/2 hours long and advanced reservations are 
required at (717) 432-5011. Group tours are available upon request. 

Check the DCNR online calendar of events for available dates: 
http://www.apps.dcnr.state.pa.us/Calendar/list.asp 

Volunteers 
of 2012 
By Jim Merlino, FOPSP Chairman 

On behalf of the Friends of Pinchot State Park 
Board of Directors, I would like to thank our mem-
bers, volunteers, private donors, grantors, park staff 
and park management for all their help throughout 
the year. Without their support, many of the envi-
ronmental and recreational projects at the park 
would not have been possible. 

I would also like to thank the Pennsylvania Fish 
and Boat Commission,  Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources, and Pennsylvania Parks and 
Forests Foundation.  

Projects worked on throughout the year include: 
new playground equipment (Quaker Race Day Use), 
habitat restoration (junior fish cribs), fundraisers 
(firewood, ice, clothing), nature center hosting, trail 
maintenance, public programs, various administra-
tive duties, and other odd jobs. 

During the 2012 year, there were 50 volunteers 
who provided 2006 project hours and 10,880 
campground host hours. 

 The following peo-
ple generously gave of 
their time to help with 
projects (listed alpha-
betically): Joe Ander-
son, Zella Anderson, 
Curt Ashenfelter, Eric 
Ashenfelter, William 
Baker, Mary Ann Bier-
ly, Tom Billet, John 
Boob, Kay Boob, Paul 
Brechbiel, James Cour-
chene, Phyllis Crooks, 
Jessica Culton, James 
Davison, Jean Davison, 
Rudy Euler, Barb Gib-
bons, Dean Gibbons, 
Curtis Gottdiner, Jim 
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JIM GROVE 
In 2012, Jim volunteered 575 hours, 
working on the trails and at various 
other tasks throughout the park. He 

also volunteered 960 hours as a 
campground host and served on the 

FOPSP board. 

Grove, Jim Hooper, John Klinedinst, Marsha 
Klinedinst, Ed Lawrence, Betsy Leppo, Dave Leppo, 
Jim Merlino, Kevin Merlino, Kim Merlino, Skip New-
comer, Carl Pluta, Jeff Prindle, Rose Prindle, Ted 
Prindle, Jack Ray, Sally Ray, Larry Reddy, Ruth Ann 
Reddy, Tony Robbins, Lou Sabold, Pat Sabold, Ken-
neth Schrum, Nancy Schrum, Bob Secrist, Steve Stro-
man, Deb Wallick, Glenn Wallick, Tom Werner, Paul 
Yatabe, Mary Beth Zeigler, and any others we may 
have accidentally missed. ■ 

Gifford Pinchot State 
Park is hosting the sec-
ond annual “Spring Into 
Action” volunteer week-
end, at the park, on 
April 19 and 20, 2013. 
Volunteers will have the 
opportunity to lend a 
helping hand in main-
taining their favorite 
park, with the park say-
ing “thank you” for their 
hard work by providing 
free camping Friday and 

Saturday nights in the 
family campground. 

Groups or families 
who wish to volunteer 
can participate in this 
program, whether they 
are staying in the 
campground or not. 
Those interested in vol-
unteering, but not camp-
ing, need to pre-register 
by calling the park of-
fice. 

(Continued on page 3) 

April 19-20, 2013: 
“Spring Into Action” 
Volunteer Weekend 
By Beth Kepley-McNutt, Park Naturalist 
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Friends of Pinchot State Park 
4th Annual Open House 

Saturday, June 29, 2013 
11:00am - 2:00pm 

Nature/Interpretive Center at Conewago Day Use Area (off Alpine Road) 

Stop by the nature center for light 
refreshments and meet the 

Friends of Pinchot State Park 
Board of Directors. 

Browse photographic displays of 
the group’s past projects and learn 

about future projects. 

Share your thoughts and ideas. 
* * * * * 

Children’s Program at 11:00am 
Ages 3 and up 

Wildflower Walk at 1:00pm 
Ages 10 and up 

2013 FRIENDS OF PINCHOT STATE PARK BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Back (l to r): Kevin Merlino, Steve Stroman, Betsy Leppo (Secretary), Jim Merlino (Chairman), Larry Reddy. 

Front (l to r): Pat Sabold, Sally Ray (Treasurer), Jim Grove, Ted Prindle (Vice-Chairman). 
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 In March you can hear spring peepers 
calling from wooded wetlands and shallow 
marshy bays of the lake at Pinchot. These 
tiny little frogs are a delightful harbinger of 
spring. They grow to about 1.5 inches in 
size, but their voice sounds like it comes 
from a much larger animal.  Male peepers 
must attract a female with song. 
 A single male can peep louder than a 
vacuum cleaner. A pond full of peepers can 
produce a wall of sound around 120 deci-
bles, which is as loud as the engine of a jet 
plane at take off, and louder than a snow 
mobile, chain saw, or rock concert (source: 
www.Nationalaquarium.com). 
 Spring peepers lay their eggs in water 
and the young develop there. The adults are 
terrestrial for most of the year seeking food 
and shelter in the woods. They spend the 
winter safely tucked under logs or behind a 
loose flap of bark on a tree.   

Sounds of Spring:  
Spring Peeper (Pseudacris crucifer) by Betsy Leppo 
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Saturday, April 20th, 
there will be two volun-
teer work sessions. The 
first session is 9:00am-
noon and the second ses-
sion is 1:00-3:00pm. Meet 
9:00am at the 
campground office, off 
of East Camping Area 
Road. The park has a 
limited supply of tools, 
so feel free to bring your 
own hand tools and 
work gloves. 

Beginning Friday, 
April 19th, there will be 
a limited number of 
campsites available for 
those who want to take 
advantage of the free 

camping. Campers must 
stop in at the 
campground office to 
register. Please do not 
call the State Park Reser-

vation System to make 
reservations for this vol-
unteer opportunity. 
Campers will not be 
charged the normal 
overnight camping fee in 
agreement that they par-
ticipate in both the Sat-
urday morning and Sat-
urday afternoon work 
sessions. 

We will be working 
to spruce up the 
campground and the 
park in anticipation of 
the upcoming summer 
season. This includes 
campsite cleanup, trail 
work, litter pick-up and 
various other small park 
projects. 

Aside from the obvi-
ous incentive of a free 
weekend of camping, 
participants will be able 
to experience the re-
wards of volunteering in 
the outdoors and having 
a part in the beautifica-
tion of our natural and 
recreational resources.  
This is a rain or shine 
event. If you have ques-
tions, please contact the 
park office at (717) 432-
5011.  ■ 

“Spring Into Action” 
(Continued from page 1) 

 Looking for something to motivate you? Try-
ing to find the time to explore new state parks 
and forests? Always wanted to try mountain bik-
ing but didn’t know where to start? 
 The Pennsylvania Parks & Forests Founda-
tion (PPFF) invite you to explore their 2013 
theme, “The Outdoors is for Everyone,” and to 
prove it with the Great Pennsylvania Outdoor 
Challenge! 

Visit the PPFF website at: 
www.PAParksandForests.org 

for all the details. 

Launched in 2008, the Great 
Pennsylvania Outdoor 

Challenge raises funds for 
state parks and forests through 

individual or team outdoor 
challenges, while also building 
awareness of the exceptional 

outdoor recreational 
opportunities available here  

in Pennsylvania. 

March 23 ............ Early Spring Wildflower Walk, 1:00pm-3:00pm 
Pavilion #2 (Sunnyside), Ages 10 and up 

March 30 ................................. Easter Egg Hunt, 1:00pm-2:00pm 
Quaker Race Day Use Area, Ages 12 and under 

April 6 .......................... Spring Wildflower Walk, 1:00pm-2:30pm 
Pavilion #2 (Sunnyside), Ages 10 and up 

April 19-20 .................. “Spring Into Action” Volunteer Weekend 
Saturday, 9:00am-12:00pm & 1:00pm-3:00pm 

Free camping (Fri./Sat. night) for those who volunteer both sessions 
April 27 ........................ Spring Wildflower Walk, 1:00pm-3:00pm 

Pavilion #2 (Sunnyside), Ages 10 and up 
May 4 ................................................ Bird Walk, 8:00am-10:00am 

Nature/Interpretive Center, Conewago Day Use Area, Ages 10 and up 
May 12 .............. Mother’s Day Wildflower Walk, 1:00pm-2:30pm 

Pavilion #2 (Sunnyside), Ages 10 and up 
June 29.......................... Friend’s Open House, 11:00am-2:00pm 

Nature/Interpretive Center, Conewago Day Use Area 
July 13 ..............Pinchot Sail Club Fun Sail Day, 9:00am-5:00pm 

Conewago Day Use Area, All ages 
October 5 .............................................. Volunteer Trail Care Day 

Additional information released at a later date 
October 19 ................................................ Pinchotween, 2:00pm 

Nature/Interpretive Center, Conewago Day Use Area 
October 19 ............................................... Trick-or-Treat, 6:00pm 

Campground, Registered Campers Only 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

For more information and an updated list of events, please visit our 
website: www.friendsofpinchot.org/home/calendar 

Campground Opens 
Friday, April 12, 2013 

VERNAL POOL 
Vernal pools are a unique type of 
wetland habitat that have their heyday in 
the spring. They are small, shallow 
basins in the forest that fill with water 
each spring by rain and snow melt then 
dry up for a period of time during the 
summer. Vernal pools support 
several kinds of animals that require 
these temporary wetland habitats for 
survival, such as the wood frog and 
spotted salamander.  PH
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FRIENDS OF PINCHOT STATE PARK 
2013 Annual Membership Application 
Make checks payable to: PPFF 

(include FOPSP on the memo line) 

Mail form with payment to: Friends of Pinchot State Park, 2200 
Rosstown Road, Lewisberry, PA 17339. 
o NEW MEMBERSHIP        o RENEWAL 

Name(s) ________________________________________  

Street __________________________________________  

City ____________________________________________  

State/Zip Code _______________________________________  

Phone ______________________________________________  

Email___________________________________________  
  o  I would like to receive my newsletter via email. 

  o  I am interested in volunteering. 

Friends of Pinchot State Park was formed in March 2009 as a chapter of the 
Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation (PPFF). The PPFF is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization. Contributions to PPFF are tax deductible to the fullest extent of 
the law. The official registration of the Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation 
may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free 
within Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement. 

Memberships are for one year, June 1 through May 31. 

__ Senior (age 62+) $10.00 
__ Individual   $15.00 
__ Family   $25.00 
__ Damselfly Sponsor $50.00 
__ Dragonfly Sponsor $100.00 

__ Corporate  $250.00+ 
__  I’d like to make a 

tax-deductible 
contribution of $________ 

TOTAL $ ______________
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Skunk 
Cabbage 
By Pat Sabold 

Although not black 
and white, skunk cabbage 
certainly lives up to its 
name. It is a foul-spelling 
plant with a dark-purple 
hood-like spathe variegat-
ed with green and/or yel-
low. The spathe produces 
heat that causes the foul 

smell to be more volatile. It 
attracts carrion flies which 
are necessary for cross pol-
lination. 

The flowers maintain a 
temperature around 36 
degrees warmer than the 
outside temperature. This 
tends to melt the snow 
around the plant. 

Skunk cabbage grows 
in wet meadows and 
swampy woods. It has a 
massive root system that 
grows and contracts, pull-
ing the plant deeper into 
the mucky soil. 

As the plant grows, its 
leaves unfurl becoming 
huge in the summer. The 
leaves contain a lot of wa-
ter. As the summer heat 
beats down on the leaves, 
the water slowly evapo-
rates causing little holes to 
appear. Over time, the 
holes grow bigger and the 
leaves eventually dissolve. 

Native Americans 
were known to boil the 
young leaves several times 
to remove the offensive 
taste and then eat them 
like spinach. They also 
crushed the leaves and 
inhaled the odor as a treat-
ment for headache. 

Stop by the park from 
February to April to see 
this unusual plant before  
its leaves unfurl. It grows 
at various places through-
out Gifford Pinchot State 
Park, but one easy location 

2200 Rosstown Road 
Lewisberry, PA 17339 

(717) 432-5011 
Email: FOPSP@aol.com 

 

ADVISORY BOARD 
Chairman 
Jim Merlino 

Co-Chairman 
Ted Prindle 
Treasurer 
Sally Ray 
Secretary 

Betsy Leppo 
Board Members 

Larry Reddy 
Kevin Merlino  

Pat Sabold 
James Grove 

Steve Stroman 
Park Representative 
Beth Kepley-McNutt 

This volunteer advisory board is 
dedicated to preserving, protect-
ing and enhancing the natural 
and recreational resources of 
Gifford Pinchot State Park for 
present and future generations. 

Friends of Pinchot State Park is a 
chapter of the Pennsylvania 
Parks and Forests Foundation 
(PPFF). The PPFF is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization. Contri-
butions are tax deductible to the 
fullest extent of the law.  

Newsletter Editor: Pat Sabold 
psaboldFOPSP@aol.com 

Publication deadlines are the 5th of each 
quarter (March, June, September, Decem-
ber). The Advisory Board reserve publica-
tion decisions. 

Skunk Cabbage 
Symplocarpus foetidus 

(Arum Family) 

to find skunk cabbage is 
from the bridge at the en-
trance of Beaver Creek 

Trail, at boat mooring #1, 
off Route 177. ■ 

Friends of Pinchot State Park 
2013 Annual Finance Report 

Beginning Balance................................................... $30,855.27 

Income ....................................................................... $38,174.60 
 Fundraising $22,456.60 
 Membership $955.00 
 Donations $1263.00 
 Grants $13,500.00 

Expenses.................................................................($35,497.29) 
 Fundraising ($8340.66) 
 Playground Equipment ($23,733.30) 
 Miscellaneous ($3423.63) 

Ending Balance ........................................................ $33,352.58 

The 2012 Annual Report can be found at: 
http://friendsofpinchot.org/home/newsletters 


