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Artificial Fish Habitat:
Porcupine Fish Cribs
By Sally Ray, Treasurer
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and 760 pieces of 2” x 2” x 48” rough cut poplar and
160 concrete blocks (also known as anchors) were
assembled into 20 fish cribs in less than 3 hours. The
Fish Commission provided a boat to transport the
cribs out into the lake to their resting places in water
14-18 feet deep.
GenOn Energy provided the Friends of Pinchot
State Park (FOPSP) with a grant to cover the cost of
materials for both this year and next year’s habitat
(Continued on page 4)
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY

Trailcare Day
Volunteers proudly exhibit two of the 20 porcupine junior
fish cribs they built.

On Saturday, August 25, 2012, over twenty volunteers gathered to construct twenty porcupine crib
junior fish structures at Gifford Pinchot State Park.
These cribs, 28 inches in height, were placed in the
lake to mimic the habitat provided by woody
stumps which provide hiding places for juvenile
fish as well as pan fish.
With the supervision and assistance of two Fish
Commission personnel, assembly lines were formed

DID YOU KNOW…
...Pinchot Lake produced the
two largest crappies entered in the
Harrisburg Hunters’ and Anglers’ Assoc.’s
2011 BIG FISH CONTEST?
The first place crappie measured 18.5 inches and was caught on
June 4th by Kelsie Berry of Steelton. The fish weighed 3 lb. Kelsie
used a topwater lure.
The second place crappie measured 17.5 inches and was caught
on May 21st by Richard Speraw of Myerstown. The fish weighed 3 lb.
9 oz. Richard used a crappie dart.

Saturday, October 6, 2012
Quaker Race Day Use @ 8:30am
The Friends of Pinchot State Park (FOPSP) have been
working hard to improve the trail system throughout the park. If
you are a trails user, please consider lending a hand on Saturday, October 6, 2012, when the Friends, in cooperation with the
Keystone Trails Association, will host an all day Trailcare event.
Volunteers should meet at 8:30am at the Quaker Race Day
Use Area on the north side of the lake, just off Route 177. There
will be tasks available for everyone, and any portion of the day
that you can lend a hand is appreciated.
All participants should contact Steve Stroman, FOPSP trails
committee chair, in advance, so we can better plan for the event.
Steve can be reached at stevestroman@hotmail.com or (717)
350-0437.
The major focus of the day will be to address several
chronically wet sections of the Lakeside Trail on the south side of
the lake between Boat Mooring #3 and the dam. This work will
involve the installation of stone and geotextile material on one
section of trail, and the placement of larger rocks on another.
Park management will be providing materials and assisting with
the event.
Other tasks, for the day, include painting blazes on the
Lakeside Trail along the north side of the lake and general trail
clearing and trimming throughout the park.
At 5:00pm, the Friends of Pinchot State Park will host a
potluck cookout for the participants. The cookout will be held at
Pavilion #1, located on the right, just past the ballfield of the
Conewago Day Use Area.

New Requirements for Life
Jackets

Congratulations to
Ryan B. Rager!

By Wanda Pritulsky, DCNR Ranger

The Friends of Pinchot
State Park would like to
congratulate Ryan B. Rager for his recent promotion from Assistant Manager of Gifford Pinchot
State Park to Manager of
the Susquehannock State
Park Complex, based in
Lancaster County.
Ryan came to Gifford
Pinchot in July of 2010
and it has been a pleasure
working with him. We wish Ryan all the best with
his new assignment. ■

Fall and winter are
right around the corner,
but don’t put those boats
away yet! The period
from late fall to early
spring can be a beautiful
time to enjoy boating at
Gifford Pinchot State
Park. The crowds disappear with the warm
summer weather, you
have your favorite fishing holes to yourself, and
it is possible to enjoy the
migrating waterfowl up
close
and
personal.
However, colder air and
water temperatures can
also be dangerous.
If a boater capsizes in
water that is 60 degrees
or colder, hypothermia
can overcome him/her
in minutes. Cold water
removes heat from the
body 25 times faster than
cold air. In fact, more
than half of Pennsylvania’s fatal boating accidents occur when the
water is cold.
The best way to stay
safe on the water is by
wearing a Coast Guard
www.friendsofpinchot.org

approved PFD (personal
flotation device). Beginning November 1, 2012,
all boaters will be required by law to wear
PFDs from November
1st until April 30th on
canoes, kayaks and boats
less than 16 feet in
length.
In addition to wearing a PFD, you should
dress in layers. The first
layer is a wicking layer.
It should be a synthetic

Effective
November 1, 2012
All boaters will be
required by law to wear
PFDs from November 1st
until April 30th on canoes,
kayaks and boats less
than 16 feet in length.

fabric and never cotton;
cotton has no insulating
properties and does not
dry when wet. The second layer should be an
insulating layer, such as
a fleece vest or jacket,
and the third layer
should keep you protected from wind, rain or
snow. Carrying a change
of clothing in a dry bag
is also recommended.
By wearing your
life jacket and dressing
appropriately for the
weather, you can enjoy
paddling well past the
summer months! ■
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Forest Green HOODIE
w/Friends of Pinchot
State Park Logo
Choice of 9.5-oz Cotton Pullover or Full Zipper.
Sizes range from Medium-3X.
Hoodies can be purchased in the Campground at site #152.
Pullover @ $30.00 -- Full Zip @ $35.00
Show your current FOPSP membership card and receive a $5.00 discount!

“Host-it” Note
Submitted by Campground Hosts,
Larry and Ruth Ann Reddy:
THE WATERLESS SHOWER
One day a man came to our campsite and said, “I could not
get water out of the shower.” We came to learn that the man was
turning the shower knob, but he didn’t realize he needed to pull
the knob out as well.
With so many styles of shower knobs on the market, it is not
uncommon to be caught standing in a shower stall trying to figure out how to get water. The poor gentleman that visited our
campsite was a bit embarrassed, but he finally got his shower.
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Saturday
October 20th, 2012

Halloween
At
Pinchot park
7th Annual

pinchotween
2:00pm
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Join us for the 7th Annual Pinchotween! The fun begins at the Nature Center at 2pm.
Play games, decorate a pumpkin, and enjoy a scavenger hunt!

6:00pm
“TRICK-OR-TREAT”
For Registered Campers Only
Meet at Bathhouse #3
All children must be accompanied by an adult.
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Enter the Best Costumes and Best Decorated
Campsite contests. Winners will be announced
and prizes awarded at the bonfire following
“trick-or-treat”.
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Please bring a snack to share at the bonfire
(near Bathhouse #7).
For more information, contact Beth Kepley-McNutt at 432-5011
or ekepley-mc@state.pa.us

www.friendsofpinchot.org
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of the lake, where turtles
utilize the platforms to bask
in the sun. ■
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a grant from AcelorMittal. The results can be
seen in the various coves
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Assembling the porcupine junior fish cribs.
Artificial Fish Habitat
(Continued from page 1)

improvement projects.
Next year, another 20
porcupine fish cribs will
be built. These will be
the full-sized structures,
measuring 44 inches in
height. The junior versions of the fish cribs
were placed in the shallow portions of the lake
and the full size fish
cribs will be used where
the water is deeper.

2200 Rosstown Road
Lewisberry, PA 17339
(717) 432-5011
Email: FOPSP@aol.com

ADVISORY BOARD
Chairman
Jim Merlino
Co-Chairman
Ted Prindle
Treasurer
Sally Ray

Board Members
Larry Reddy
Kevin Merlino
Pat Sabold
James Grove
Steve Stroman
Park Representative
Beth Kepley
This volunteer advisory board is
dedicated to preserving, protecting and enhancing the natural
and recreational resources of
Gifford Pinchot State Park for
present and future generations.
Friends of Pinchot State Park is a
chapter of the Pennsylvania
Parks and Forests Foundation
(PPFF). The PPFF is a 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization. Contributions are tax deductible to the
fullest extent of the law.
Newsletter Editor: Pat Sabold
psaboldFOPSP@aol.com
Publication deadlines are the 5th of each
quarter (March, June, September, December). The Advisory Board reserve publication decisions.

www.friendsofpinchot.org
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Secretary
Betsy Leppo

Loading a fish crib onto the boat.

FRIENDS OF PINCHOT STATE PARK
2012-2013 Annual Membership Application

Make checks payable to: PPFF
(include FOPSP on the memo line)

Mail form with payment to: Friends of Pinchot State Park, 2200
Rosstown Road, Lewisberry, PA 17339
o NEW MEMBERSHIP

__ Senior (age 65+) $10.00
__ Individual
$15.00
__ Family
$25.00
__ Damselfly Sponsor $50.00
__ Dragonfly Sponsor $100.00

o RENEWAL

__ Corporate
$250.00+
__ I’d like to make a
tax-deductible
contribution of $________
TOTAL $ ______________

Name(s) ________________________________________
Transporting a fish crib.

This was the second
year of a three year Cooperative Habitat Improvement Program in
partnership with the
Pennsylvania Fish &
Boat Commission. Last
year, the Friends of
Pinchot State Park built
43 turtle basking platforms. Funding for that
project was provided by

Street __________________________________________
City ____________________________________________
State/Zip Code _______________________________________
Phone ______________________________________________
Email___________________________________________
o I would like to receive my newsletter via email.
o I am interested in volunteering.
Friends of Pinchot State Park was formed in March 2009 as a chapter of the
Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation (PPFF). The PPFF is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Contributions to PPFF are tax deductible to the fullest extent of
the law. The official registration of the Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation
may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free
within Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.
Memberships are for one year, June 1 through May 31.
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