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lile Oak Glinic volunteers wodr on getting patierts' informatbn into tfte syslem Thursday in Oute.

LlYe llak to be uprooted
Indigent health care clinic based in Clute in need of new home

BrOllDY PERilEnm
cody.permenter@thefacts.com

olunteers are looking
for a new home for the
Live Oak Clinic in Clute,
which has served unin-
sured Brazoria County

residents for seven years.
The clinic has operated at

the Brazoria County Dream
Center in Clute since itwas
founded, but the center,
which provides social services
like a food pantry and cloth-
ing boutique for elderly and
disabled residents, is expand-
ing operations.

The Live Oak Clinic must
find a new home before the
end of May, said Debra Morris,
administrative director of the
clinic.

Clinic volunteers appreciate
the years the Dream Center
alloived them to use the facili-
ties, she said, but they need
the help of the community to
find a new location bv a Mav
31 deadline.
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"The ideal place would be a
church or something that has
a little extra space," Morris
said.

WhenTtaci Hodges moved
to the area about a year ago,
health problems began to

plague her and her husband :
Tommy. Without health inswi
ance from her glocety store

iob, her options were limited.
That is when doctors at
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UTMB referred her to
the Live Oak Clinic,
a non-profit primary
health care facilitv
for the working pbor
and uninsured. The
clinic provides non-
urgent health services
to Brazoria County
residents with the help
of a crew of volunteer
doctors, medical profes-
sionals and communitv
members.

Traci Hodges was
treated for a blockage
in her eye due to high
blood pressure, she said.
And Tommv had a tooth
pulled and ieceived
treatment for high
blood pressure.

"I can't afford insur-
ance. I'd probably have
had a mafor stroke if it
wasn't for the clinic,"
she said. "It really saved
me."

The Live Oak Clinic,
which has served the
communitv since
2OO7, willbe losing its
space very soon, and
if it doesn't find a new
building in which to set
up shop, patients like
the Hodges could be
without a place to go.

The clinic is run
completely by donations
from the communiW
and a volunteer group
made up of more than
50 physicians, registered
nurses, student nurses,
a pharmacist and other
support staff.

It is open almost
every Thursday of the
month at 4:30 p.m.
and patients are taken
on after an application
process, Morris said. The
clinic treat about 500
patients each year.

Services are available

to people who are unin-
sured and do not qualify
for other assistance,
such as CHIP, Medicare
and Medicaid. The clinic
serves patients with
chronic illness like high
blood pressure, high
cholesterol and diabe"
tes. Services include
prescriptions for medi-
cations, lab and imaging
services and some dental
work.

The clinic also
provides health educa-
tion that helps people
learn healthy eating
habits, said volunteer
Mary Fuchs.

"Some people don't
know that they have
diabetes. Manv of
them just eat iast food
because it is cheap and
quick," Fuchs said.

The clinic works
with translators to help
Spanish speakers, which
amount to about 40 or
50 percent of patients
seen at the clinic.

Live Oak hopes to
stay in the Clute area
because it is a good
central location for
patients and volunteers,
Fuchs said.

Deby Crook, a local
nurse practitioner, has
volunteered at the clinic
for three years and says
Live Oak is crucial to
the communitv because
it helps people who
otherwise would not
receive help.

Many uninsured
people will go to emer-
gency rooms when they
are feeling ill, but emer-
gency rooms cannot
treat chronic diseases,
she said.

"Everybody deserves
health care, whether
they can pay for it or
not. Volunteering here
is very rewarding,"
Crook said.

The Dream Center
gave the clinic six
months'notice they
would need to move
out, Morris said. That
is ample time to find a
new location, she said,
especially since clinic
doesn't need much
space.

It is currently housed
in a small back room of
the Dream Center and
expands out into the
lobbv when the clinic
is'op'en once a week.
Chairs are arranged in
a makeshift wait room
on one side of the
open lobby space, and
a TV on the opposite
end shows educational
health videos.

When the volunteers
are finished at the end
of the night, they just
pack everything back up
and store it in the room.

While Live Oak isn't
necessarily looking
for free space, they are
working on a limited
budget, Morris said.
Since the clinic is only
open a few times a
month, the best situa-
tion would be a space
where an existing orga-
nization has extra room
for storage and wouldn't
mind the clinic expand-
ing out when they are
open.

"This clinic helps
people stay out of the
ER, able to work and
able to take care of their
kids," she said. "I know
we can find a new place
with a little help."

For information about
the clinic and how to
help, visit wvw.live
oakclinic.org or call the
clinic during business
hours at 979-388-0280.

Cody Permenter is a reporter
for The Facts. Contact him at
979-237-Orst.


