
 SEPTEMBER 2018 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE Melissa Tice 
 

Welcome back from our summer hiatus.  September is here and we jump back into the swing 

of things with two major activities: the Clothing Drive on Sept 22nd hosted by Cathy 

Hirschhorn and the Garage Sale on Sept 29th hosted by Jean Naugle.  I will be holding a 

planning meeting on Sept 14th at my house at 7:30 pm to help coordinate these two events and 

recruit volunteers.  If you cannot come, but are able to help at either of the events or can help 

price and organize items ahead of time for the garage sale at Jean’s house, please email me. 
 

Thanks to Ellen Harrison and Marie Leppert, we have a great line up of programs for our 

general monthly meetings, starting off with September 24th-“The Beatles”.  Our speaker is a 

native of Liverpool, music enthusiast, historian and local Scotch Plains resident.  Invite family 

and friends to come. 
 

I truly feel our club is composed of a caring, giving group of women here to help our 

members as well as our local communities.  I ask that you look out for each other and please 

tell us when someone is in need of our love and support, “Together We Are Stronger”.  I want 

to extend our condolences and words of love and support to Sherry Woodruff and her family 

on the loss of her husband Larry and the family of Elaine Lyon, a long-time member.  Also 

our thoughts and prayers for healing go to Marie Leppert and Marie Walford. 
 

I want to welcome 4 new members to our club: Susanna Cates, Marianne Boylan, Virginia 

Citera and Maggie Savoca.  Maggie has graciously accepted the position of Webmaster.  

Unfortunately, 2 members, Lynn Brown and Marguerite Sahaj, resigned from the club.  Please 

let me know if I can address any member’s concerns to prevent departing from the club and to 

help us build a strong and growing membership. 
 

Over these past summer months, I want to acknowledge and thank the many people that kept 

the wheels in motion for the Club’s calendar.  Many thanks to Mari McDevitt and her 

committee for producing a high quality calendar that requires numerous hours behind the 

scenes gathering local information, advertisements and proofing!  Now we need every 

member to sell/or buy 4 calendars.  Please remember to shop at our local merchants that 

bought advertisements in the calendar.  A key communication tool for the club is our 

Directory and I want to thank Pat Swick for gathering all the information and using her 

numerous excel spreadsheets to track member data.  If you still owe dues, please drop them 

off to Pat or bring to the general meeting. 
 

I moved my son to Los Angeles at the end of August and had the opportunity to visit the 

Ronald Reagan Presidential Library.  I was impressed with the optimism that Ronald Reagan 

had at difficult times in his 8 years of Presidency from the recession, gas shortages, Iran-

Contra affair, his assassination attempt and to the many accomplishments he was still able to 

obtain through it all: the reduction of nuclear arms, improving our economy and being 

instrumental in tearing down the Berlin wall - his famous quote “Mr. Gorbachev, tear down 

this wall!”  I was also motivated with his quote “IT CAN BE DONE”!  I can relate these 

inspirational words to our Club; we are a small but mighty group of women who have 

continually succeeded in raising ~ $30,000 in scholarships every year; we reach out to our 
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community to help others and welcome the public to join us for monthly educational 

programs, hopefully tearing down any walls that may exist.  We should all be very proud of 

what we have accomplished and continue to aspire to with our commitment to helping young 

women in our community to succeed through education and our community outreach.  I am so 

impressed with each and every one of you and your commitment to our mission and in 

helping others! 
 

I am blessed to be surrounded by great women in the club and look forward to working with 

you and welcome your leadership of activities and committees; I am here to support you to 

help us succeed!   Here’s to a wonderful year ahead! 

I look forward to seeing the Board members at my house on September 17th and all of you on 

the 24th at our general meeting. 

Blessing and Love, 

Melissa 

 
PROGRAM Ellen Harrison/Marie Leppert 
 

On Monday September 24th, we are excited to begin our year of programs with “Beatles: the 

Beginnings" presented by Paul Groom.  Paul Groom, a Scotch Plains resident, grew up in 

Liverpool and attended the same high school as Paul and George and the same Sunday 

School as John Lennon.  He belonged to the youth club where John met Paul and lived in the 

same village as George and John.  He has devotedly followed the group over many years and 

witnessed their phenomenal success and influence on culture. 

Please join us for this entertaining program at the Fanwood Presbyterian Church, 74 South 

Avenue, Fanwood (McDermott Street entrance at the top of the ramp) at 7:15 pm for 

refreshments and bring a friend or two.  The program will begin at 7:45 pm. 

 
HOSPITALITY Jean Naugle/Virginia Citera 
 

Hospitality is defined as "the friendly and generous reception and entertainment of 
guests, visitors, or strangers”. 
 

September 24th will be our first General Meeting of the year when we provide hospitality for 

our members and guests.  The following hostesses are assigned for hospitality for September: 

Helen Aron, Elaine Carman, Pat Goldberg, Ellen Harrison, Melissa Tice and Lillian Weiner. 

Our warm welcome to our members and guests is an essential out reach for our hostesses and 

hospitality.  When we greet one another and visit before and after the program, we strengthen 

the bonds of our shared mission and we introduce ourselves and our Club to guests. 

A separate e-mail will be sent to the hostesses for the month in order to offer a selection of 

items to share and to coordinate your contributions. 

Thank you to every member for her support and participation in our hospitality reception!! 

 
SCHOLARSHIP Tish Isack/Marie Walford 
 

Scholarship recipients and their families expressed sincere appreciation for their awards as 

well as for the wonderful reception and dinner on May 21.  We wish the young ladies a 

successful year and look forward to their updates. 

The first half of our 2018-2019 awards has been mailed to the financial office of each of our 

recipient's college or university. 

https://maps.google.com/?q=74+South+Avenue+Fanwood&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=74+South+Avenue+Fanwood&entry=gmail&source=g
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The following is a list of our recipients for this coming year, where they are going to school 

and how much they are receiving: 
 

High School Recipients 
 

Olivia Barcia Lafayette College $4,000.00 

Pauline Bayotas University of Pittsburgh $2,500.00 

Alanna Gaona Fairleigh Dickinson University $4,000.00 

Isabella Hurtado Fashion Institute of Technology $4,000.00 

Aubrey Johnson University of New Hampshire $3,500.00 

Kelly Mehorter Ithaca College $1,500.00 
 

Academic Excellence Award 
 

Madeline Bord Johns Hopkins University $1,000.00 
 

College Recipients 
 

Fizzah Ehsan Soph. at The College of New Jersey $1,500.00 

Jillian Lapidus Jr. at Albright College $3,500.00 

Gabriela MacPherson Jr. at College of William and Mary $3,000.00 

Alexis Marta Fr. at The College of New Jersey $   750.00 

Elisa Staniec Sr. at Pennsylvania State University $1,500.00 

 

MEMBERSHIP Joan Skubish 
 

Over the summer, College Club gained four new members: Marianne Boylan, Susanna Cates, 

Virginia Citera and Maggie Savoca.  All four of these women joined in time to have all their 

contact information listed in the 2018-2019 Directory. 
 

A little bit about our new members: 
 

Marianne worked for Avon Products in Suffern, New York as a Program Manager in 

Research and Development for over 25 years.  After she retired, she studied to be a paralegal 

and worked for a law firm for 5 more years.  Now fully retired, she is an active member of the 

Fanwood Golden Agers and Meridian Senior Clubs in Union County.  She enjoys activities 

such as trips afforded through these clubs but enjoys even more the camaraderie of the 

members.  Marianne likes reading, playing games, crocheting and learning to play mahjong 

with fellow College Club members.  She said, “I am so deeply delighted to be a member of a 

club whose main agenda is to forward the positive progress and self-esteem of the young 

women of our community.  I have met some very wonderful ladies who are not only kind and 

warm but also giving of their time to make a newcomer feel especially welcome”.  Thank you 

Marianne for those kind words! 
 

Susanna is the pastor at All Saints’ Episcopal Church in Scotch Plains and lived previously in 

Morristown where she was the Assistant Pastor at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church.  Several of 

her parishioners are long-time members of College Club and she “…was inspired by their joy 

and dedicated service to become part of this great organization”.  She hopes to continue 

learning more about the Club, make new friends in the community and help the Club to 

continue to encourage young women in our community by fostering their education. 
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Virginia and her husband have lived in the Scotch Plains community for the past 28 years and 

have two grown sons who live in New Jersey.  She is very active in her church and the school 

district when her sons were young.  She is currently working at Farmers Insurance Co. as an 

Administrative Legal Assistant.  Virginia enjoys traveling, gardening and cultural events.  

Over the years, Virginia has attended many of our fundraisers.  In her words, “I support all the 

work that the club does for the young women of our community.  I am excited to be a part of 

this endeavor.”  We thank Virginia for taking on the job with Jean Naugle as Co-Chair of 

Hospitality. 
 

Maggie and her husband have lived in Scotch Plains and Fanwood for 22 years and have 

raised their three sons here.  She has been an active member of the community, volunteering 

with the school district and many non-profit organizations.  She was part of the first 

generation in her family to get a college degree and stated, “While great strides have been 

made to ensure a more equitable society, there is still more work to do when it comes to 

correctly valuing women”.  Maggie enjoys reading, gardening, watching documentaries and 

boating with her family.  We thank her for getting involved and agreeing to be our 

Webmaster. 
 

A big welcome to Marianne, Susanna, Virginia and Maggie!  We are so happy you have 

joined us! 
 

I would like to think about this year of College Club as the “Year of Members”.  Membership 

is always an important part of our year and this year even more so.  With many members 

having moved, changed to emeritus status or unfortunately passed away, we need to grow our 

membership.  I challenge each of you to bring a friend, relative or neighbor to one of our 

meetings and/or activities to introduce them to College Club and the wonderful women who 

comprise our organization.  The fact that College Club has existed for over 85 years is a 

tribute to the founding members and all those who came after, dedicated to the empowerment 

of women through education.  Let’s honor this heritage by adding more women to the rolls of 

the Fanwood-Scotch Plains College Club! 

 
CALENDAR SALES Connie Salisbury 
 

I hope by now that you have received this year's calendar and, after seeing the front cover, 

discovered you were smiling as you realize you were an important part in providing a 

scholarship for each of those young women.  Our calendar sales play a big part in our annual 

fundraising for the recipients. 

If you have not picked up your calendars by Sunday September 9th, a club member will be 

following up with you.  Each member is receiving an envelope with 4 calendars to sell at 

$10.00 each, 1 complimentary calendar to share with a new neighbor or friend and your 2019 

Member Directory.  Please note: if you are an Emeritus member, your envelope will be 

delivered to you. 

Questions?  Connie Salisbury: 908-789-3098 or conniebsalisbury@gmail.com 
 

Pat Swick is tracking all the calendar sales.  Please give your $40.00 check or cash to Pat at 

the next meeting, unless you already gave your check to Connie Salisbury when picking up 

your calendars.  No calendar money should be given directly to the Treasurers. 

 

 

 

mailto:conniebsalisbury@gmail.com
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LITERATURE GROUP Ellen Harrison 
 

Our first book of the year is "Pachinko" by Min Jin Lee.  We will meet at the home of Ellen 

Harrison, 5 Shirewood Drive, Scotch Plains on Tuesday, September 11th at 7:30 pm.  Ellen 

will review the book as well. 

"Pachinko" was a finalist for the National Book Award for fiction for 2017.  It has been 

included on several Best Fiction lists for 2017 for several publications including the 

Washington Post and the New York Times. 

"Pachinko” is a family saga spanning many decades and generations of a Korean family who 

eventually move to Japan.  Hoonie, a fisherman, marries a young local girl Yangjin.  They 

have a daughter Sunja.  When Sunja is a teenager she meets and falls under the spell of a 

wealthy fishmonger Koh Hansu. 

All are invited to attend. 

 
CC+ME=OUTREACH  Cathy Hirschhorn/Connie Salisbury 
 

As the season slowly changes, a new year begins for College Club.  We are always so 

appreciative of our members who, through their generosity, have enabled us to assist others in 

need. 

September's opportunity involves children!  We are asking members to donate arts and craft 

supplies for the homeless shelter in Edison.  Suggestions include crayons, colored 

pencils/markers, construction or drawing paper, finger paints, Play-Doh, origami paper, 

coloring books, weaving loom kit.  AC Moore and Michaels always have good ideas (plus 

coupons!!).  We will collect the supplies at our September general meeting. 

 
CLOTHING DRIVE  Cathy Hirschhorn 

 

Saturday, September 22, 2018 – 9:00 am-12:00 pm 

59 Russell Road, Fanwood 
 

Thank you to everyone who has helped already with the clothing pick-ups and storage.  Please 

let me know if you are available to give any time on Saturday morning, September 22nd to 

assist at my house.  Also, please let me know how many bags you will be bringing (you may 

add your own in with the number from the Thrift Shop).  There will be 1 hour shifts (9-10, 10-

11) to help others unload their cars, to give out tax receipts and to keep a count of the bags 

coming in. 

All are welcome to help load the truck which can arrive anytime between 11am and noon.  It 

is important to get all the stored bags here then by 11.  Please tell other individuals that we 

will only collect until 11, just to be sure. 

We have asked for help from the boy scouts again.  If you know of any other young people 

looking for service hours, please reach out to them and let me know.  Please e-mail me or call 

(908) 322-1362 or (908) 346-1033 to volunteer since our meetings will be later in the month. 
 

Also, please let me know if you need any help getting bags to my house.  In addition, if 

anyone has a large vehicle to gather clothing from where it is being stored that would be 

helpful. Thanks again and keep spreading the word to friends and neighbors! 

 

 

 

 

https://maps.google.com/?q=59+Russell+Road,+Fanwood&entry=gmail&source=g
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GARAGE SALE Jean Naugle/Sue Spirko 
 

September 29th, 2018 for our Second College Club Garage Sale 
 

The Garage Sale will be held on Saturday September 29th at the home of Jean Naugle 

and family, 29 Fieldcrest Drive, Scotch Plains.  As Jean is accepting items for the garage 

sale, now is the time to clean out your cellar and attic of unwanted gems if you have not done 

so already! 

Let Jean know if you have any large furniture to donate.  If donating glassware, please clean it 

beforehand. 

Please DO NOT drop off: TEXTBOOKS 

       VHS tapes 

        Large TUBE type TVs. 

Contact Jean or drop off items on her back porch.  Please note your name as the donor 

on the box or item in case there are any questions. 
Besides saving items to donate for the sale, please consider volunteering for a spare hour 

here or there to help sort items over the next couple of weeks.  Help will also be needed 

the day of the SALE.  We sold calendars as well as baked goods and water during the garage 

sale.  We will also need to borrow folding tables.  “Many hands make light work”!! 

We had fun two years ago for our First Garage Sale and we raised approximately $1,200.00 in 

just one day.  Plan to be a part of our Fall Fundraiser. 

(Please note, the 29th was the date originally given to us by the Women’s group - though now 

the town-wide garage sale is scheduled for Sept 22).  Since the 29th has been published in our 

calendar, we are keeping this date.  We’ll just have to have signs posted on the 22nd 

announcing the 29th will be a HUGE sale.)  Attached is a SAVE THE DATE (2 on a page) 

that you can print and cut in half to give to Friends and neighbors. 

Questions?  Please call or e-mail Jean Naugle or Sue Spirko. 

 
ACTIVITIES Rhonda Riesenberg  
 

The newly formed Mahjong group will be playing on Monday, Sept. 10th at Pat Swick’s 

house, 2105 Aldene Avenue.  Please plan to arrive by 7:15 pm so that we can begin play 

promptly at 7:30 pm.  Everyone is welcome. 

 
COLLEGE NIGHT Sue Spirko/Rhonda Riesenberg 
 

The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains in collaboration with the Counseling Department 

at the Scotch Plains Fanwood High School is hosting its 66th Annual College Night on 

Tuesday, October 30th  from 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm.  All 11th and 12th grade students, whether 

attending Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School or any of the local private or parochial high 

schools, are invited to attend this informative program.  Right now we have 116 college reps 

that are attending. 

Volunteers are needed to assist with early set-up starting at 5:00/5:15 pm and clean-up after 

8:30.  Also, members are needed to greet reps at the sign-in tables, assist the DECA students 

and help with anything that may require attention.  Food donations and help are also needed 

for the light meal provided to the visiting reps.  Sign-up sheets will be available at our first 

meeting or please e-mail Sue Spirko (sslkt@verizon.net). 

As always, thank you in advance. 

 

mailto:sslkt@verizon.net


 7 

DIRECTORIES Pat Swick 
 

The 2018-2019 Membership Directories have been mailed to all Sustaining Members.  For 

active members, the Directory is contained within the envelope with your 4 calendars at 

$10.00 each (+ an extra calendar for you to give to a possible new member or new neighbor). 

Emeritus members, I will do my best to “hand deliver” your complimentary calendar and 

Membership Directory to you.  Also, contact Pat if you find any of your contact information 

has been recorded incorrectly or if you have any updates during the year. 
Please make the following updates: 

 New Member Marianne Boylan has a second e-mail address that seems to be 

working better than what was published: grandy626@aol.com. 

 Change Marilyn Rector’s e-mail address to: mr9767@att.com 

 
MEMBERS’ NEWS 
 

Happy birthday to the following club members who are celebrating their birth dates in 

September: Susanna Cates, Barbara Cronenberger, Pat Goldberg, Marie Weber and 

sustainers, Renate Gravers and Joanne Pomerantz. 
 

The Club has offered its condolences to Sherry Woodruff and family on the loss of her 

husband Larry and to the family of Elaine Lyon who passed away this past June. 
 

Connie Klock talked with Marie Leppert on Thursday Sept 6th for an update on her recent 

surgery.  After successful surgery, she has been at the home of her son Tim and his wife 

Elaine in Normandy Beach.  She is receiving rehab and visiting nurses care.  Although she 

still has pain, she is healing well and getting around well.  She is taking phone calls and 

visitors now.  While she is at Tim’s, you can mail cards and letters to her at his home: Marie 

Leppert, c/o of Tim Leppert, P.O. Box 578, 281 Harbor Court, Normandy Beach, NJ 08739. 

 
DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Sept. 10 – Mahjong 

Sept. 11 – Book Group 

Sept. 22 – Clothing Drive 

Sept. 24 - General Meeting 

Sept. 29 – Garage Sale 

Nov. 17 – Lord & Taylor Fundraiser 

mailto:grandy626@aol.com
mailto:mr9767@att.com

