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We are starting our money raising season with another Billie Thatcher Concert,
Friday 4 October! At the Spruce Creek Community Center. Tickets are $10.00
each, and you will need to show your ticket to the gate guard to get in, then follow
the road straight to the Community Center. The Concert is at 7 PM and doors
open at 6 PM. BYOB if you like, and there will be coffee and baked goods for a
small price. If you have a group of 8 or more you can make a table reservation.

Tickets available: Jackie O'Hara, 352-307-4553 or Carol Bellavia 352-753-6563.

Billie Thatcher has been a resident of the
Village of Springdale since relocating from New
Jersey with her husband Bob in 2001. She has
appeared in numerous venues in and around
The Villages ever since.

She has appeared in many community theatre
Broadway-style musicals, and is a multiple
award-winning actress for several of her roles.
She also has done solo concerts at Church on
the Square, many clubs and organizations, and
participated in countless Villages resident
variety shows.

She is currently in rehearsal to appear as Golde
in the October Broadway Bound/Questar
Productions musical FIDDLER ON THE
ROOF, to be performed at Savannah Center.
She will will also be appearing in Starry, Starry
IV, a benefit concert at Savannah Center on
November 9th.

Billie's musical repertoire ranges from standards
to Broadway to 50's and Motown. If you ask
her husband, Bob, what style of music Billie
sings, his answer is "everything except rap and
opera".......which isn't very far from the truth!

COME and JOIN US, FLORIDA
RESIDENTS...all proceeds to benefit GAF!
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From Your Editor

Somehow the Back To School mentality never leaves and
September always seems like the real start of a new year.
And when I hear about the plans and projects for GAF
in the months to come, I know we're off to great start for
this new year. Here in Florida the group is undertaking a
heroic calendar of fund raising events, beginning very
soon with the 4 Oct Billie Thatcher AGAIN in Concert
For Our Benefit...more on all of these plans on our Event
Calendar page (and yes, I believe tickets for Billie are still
available!!). Thanks to Carol, Jackie and Enis and
everyone else...you are dynamos!

There's action on our local political scene, very probably
constructive action as in October and November the
members of the FL Senate's Special Committee on
Gaming will be conducting open forum meetings in 4
locations...to take in feedback from voters on the many
issues entangled with the whole FL Gaming situation,
INCLUDING GREYHOUND RACING. Here is the
webpage with all information:
http://www.flsenate.gov/Media/PressRelease/Show/1602
There are two meetings which are not terribly far from us:
30 October in Lakeland and 15 November in
Jacksonville...both are 3-hour afternoon meetings. I am
definitely attending the 30 Oct Meeting in Lakeland.

What this may well mean...lately dog racing has
gotten even more of a well-deserved black eye, most
especially in regards to the economic impact it's having on
the actual track owners who are stuck underwriting a
business virtually no one wants anymore just so they can
offer the forms of gambling their customers do want.
Revenues from actual racing are plummeting, tax payer
subsidies continue (costing the State far more than what it
brings in) and the work of individual activists and
Grey2KUSA uses every opportunity to highlight the
horrors and the abuses. There's been a good amount of
publicity on both anti-racing aspects...and not too much
from the only ones who continue to promote this
abomination, those tracks, owners and farms who are still
benefiting, even though to a much decreased extent.
Because, quite frankly, there's not much these people can
say in their own defense.

So, to continue...IF it appears that sane, economic and
animal welfare interests will prevail, we could see
Decoupling pass in the 2014 Session. And GAFNE
and GAFSE...YOU WILL HEAR OUR
CELEBRATION ALL THE WAY FROM

FLORIDA!!! Usually laws passed take effect on 1 July
following the session, so by this time next year we (and by this
I mean all rescue/adoption groups) could be looking at a
massive rehoming effort for dogs coming off closing tracks.
Which is a prime reason for GAF to plan the Kennel
Reopening, which is why our fund raising efforts are vital.

Here's how you Floridians can help...first if you can
manage it, please try to attend a meeting. I have room in my
car for one other person, first come/first serve. There will be
“talking points” for these meetings to come... Second, call or
write your own Legislators to support the Decoupling Bill.
And finally, and this is for everyone of our members: talk to
your friends who you know would be good greyhound
adopters, spread the grass roots word: there are dogs coming
desperate for a home. More finally, and you know exactly
what I'm going to say: every single cent counts. Every one of
these dogs has done its “hard time”...and every one should
absolutely have a soft couch to count on.

Thanks always to all our contributors, talented photographers
and great friends. Happy New Year!!

Joyce

Andy & Oscar Huber ... this is what it's all about.
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GAFNE Celebrates Its Tenth Annual Picnic!

As usual, this was a very
well attended and fun-
packed afternoon...the
highlight of the GAF

Summer! And thank you
Barry and Mark for the

enormous range of excellent
photos...as always, it was so
very hard to pick from them.
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Marilyn's Thoughts

Everyone loves a happy ending and I have a story that will
make you smile!

In March, 2012, we picked up a little 4 yr old black girl who
had broken a front leg racing at age 2 and was taken back to
the farm to breed. Diandra, who still walks with a crooked
front leg, also had a severe auto-immune issue that prevented
her from producing any tears. Dry eye can result in blindness
if not treated. When we got her both eyes were swollen shut
and infected. After a quick trip to the vet and some soaking,
she was able to open her eyes enough for the vet to tell us that
she needed serious help. We tried a few weeks of meds, but
realized that she had to be seen by the UF ophthalmology
department.

After six months of trying new medications in different
combinations, nothing was working. Her eyes weren't
producing any tears - leaving her open for both infection and
corneal abrasions. This poor girl was making no progress
whatsoever in producing even one single tear! A decision was
made to perform a procedure that just might allow her to
moisten her own eyes, but not with tears. An incision was
made on both sides of the interior of her mouth, between the
cheek and the gum. The duct to both parotid salivary glands
was cut and attached to a tear duct on either side of her face.
As strange as it sounds, when offered a treat, she would
salivate, but now some of that saliva would run into her eyes
through the redirected tear ducts and she would "cry." It was
amazing to watch this. Being offered a piece of steak or
chicken four or five times a day was no hardship for her!

She still had to be treated with 4 or 5 different eye drops daily
and got her final dose of GenTeal Gel each night….an every
day routine. Progress was very slow but over a period of

almost a year, we began to see her keep her eyes open longer,
have an easier time with sunlight and become a happier, more
outgoing greyhound...a joy to see!!

What was hardest was to realize that she would most likely
never find a home of her very own. Her meds were pricey
and she would need specialist treatment for the rest of her life.
She needed attention during the day and that was something
few families could give her. I loved this little girl and
welcomed her into our family as I had so many others before
her, but down deep, my hope for all of them was that someone
special would come along and love them enough to give them
that "forever" home. But sometimes it just doesn't happen
that way.

Then the phone rang.....the wonderful voice was Irene Becker
calling from Tennessee. Irene and her husband Bill are old,
dear friends, former Floridians, who moved to TN some years
back and have been GAF adopters since they took a broken
leg little girl from us years ago...and then another special
needs boy who was born with "crooked" legs. I believe Irene
said that since they had been sponsoring Diandra for so long,
it was time to just adopt her!! And they were hoping for
another dog that would enjoy doing meet and greets! I think
we all cried.....

It wasn't easy watching her get into the van and drive off with
her new dad.....part of my heart went with her but the pain of
watching her go was certainly over-shadowed by the joy of
knowing this is exactly what we all want for every greyhound
who comes to us. Please enjoy this picture of Diandra and
her new dad, Bill Becker, having their first real bonding
moment while "sister" Dancing Bug watches.

Thank you, Bill and Irene for
always caring about the
"special" ones.....thank you for
taking this little girl who stole so
many hearts with her story.
And thank you all who helped
with her expenses in the year
and a half that she was part of
the Grey Haven story.

See.....we all love happy
endings!
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Time for Some Smiles

According to Russ Anderson, the
latest in home security systems.

Granny Mae on Christmas Day
2001...when you are 10 years old

and have never been off the farm, it's
hard to get the hang of stretching on

the couch...a GREAT dog.

In case you missed it on the website...Barry McCabe & his 2
new greyhound girls, Lucy and Lindy, meet Picasso and

Beethoven, the llamas. The ultimate in “blended families.”

YES, these two ladies (the mud puppy shots are of the same girl) are
actually related, hard to believe as this is. Sisters, in fact, we think...and
could they have been more different? Hard to tell through all that mud!
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"Gordy"

by Rick Bachmeier

Editor's Note: Rick and Joan are good friends of GAF and their tributes
to the hounds they've loved always makes for poignant reading. “Cisco”
was honored in our September issue last year.

Gordon “Gordy” (Sept. 12, 2001 – July 14, 2013): Gordy (AKA
G-Rock, The Great Gordini, G-83, Gordo, Gordooski) passed away
suddenly and unexpectedly on Sunday following an internal
hemorrhage and seizure. Gordy ran at least 94 races professionally
(i.e., those with records) in Florida and Alabama under the name of
“Hey Snoopy” and won 13, finishing in the money a total of 41 times.
His last race on record was a 1st place finish at the Grade A level in
June 2005. We have no idea if he was retired after that win or if that’s
where the records just stopped. 

We brought Gordy home from Grey Haven in Citra, FL in November
2007. Although he seemed distant when we first visited, Gordy was
one of the most handsome, beautiful greyhounds I had ever seen. We
had just moved to Gainesville from Orlando with Greta, our 12-year
old grey and also a Grey Haven alum, who was facing her final days
with bone cancer. Gordy was wonderful with old Greta, but was a
huge challenge in other areas. 

Ours was the first house that Gordy called home, but at first he didn’t
seem to believe it was his. For many weeks he would walk the fence
line, looking for weaknesses and escape routes, once succeeding
(hence, “The Great Gordini”). At the same time, his separation
anxiety was the worst we had ever seen. He would destroy our window
blinds every time we left the house, and if we crated him, he would
destroy everything in the crate. We were worried he would injure
himself, so decided to do all we could to help him trust us. 

I started getting up extra early every morning to take him on a long
walk before work. Soon he would greet me in the morning before I got
out of the bedroom with a big smile and a wagging tail. We also took
him to obedience classes, where he went from a frightened catatonic
dog straining at his leash to a prize winning student in the final days of
classes. He blossomed. We were once told by a trainer that the worst
thing to do to Gordy would be to put him in a leadership role, that he
would be forever a follower. However, he would soon jump out to lead
us on our “marauds” through the woods with focus and stamina. You
could see Gordy’s self-esteem grow daily. He was the first grey we’ve
had that would chase tennis balls in the back yard, and to watch him
run was breathtaking. Ball after ball, 50-yard sprints and he would
come back for more. His physical stature was striking, even among
greyhounds. Each vet we took him too was in awe, not to mention the
comments he received in public. But, people who met Gordy often
described him as aloof – many just didn’t “get Gordy.” Indeed, when
in a crowd of people he would often look away, like he was on the
clock and had a deadline to meet. You could almost see his
exasperation when we stood talking to people...he was eager to move
on. But that was just Gordy – all business. 

The great memories: ice cream at the old Floyd’s Diner in High
Springs, the rabbit he caught in the backyard and left in our bed, his
proud prancing during greyhound play dates, stealing our garden
shoes from the patio and hiding them on his bed, and many more. He
loved his “guy days” on weekends out with dad in the backseat of the
pickup – he would come home with serious attitude. 

And his “Bee” – we cannot forget the Bee. Shortly after we brought
Gordy home, we picked up a simple toy at a pet store that we named
the “Bee”. It was a black and yellow striped stuffed ball with a
squeaker inside and a rope attached. This became Gordy’s Bee –
nobody else’s – Gordy’s Bee. We have a box full of stuffed toys but
he’d sort through them all to grab that Bee. It got so dirty, seemingly
beyond repair, but we could never find another like it. So, we washed
it, stitched it up, and rehabbed it many times. But only the Bee would
do when he was excited or happy or frightened during a thunderstorm.
It was likely the first toy Gordy could call his own. That Bee was his
touchstone for the entire six years he was with us. We are going to have
it cremated with him. 

Since 1994, Joan and I have been fortunate enough to share our
homes with Margo, Evie, Lucy, Pippin, Cosmo, Greta, Cisco, Gordy,
and now Macy – all of them hard working ex-racers who blessed us by
letting us share their retirement years. Depending on the day you ask, I
will tell you any of them was my favorite and why. But Gordy was the
most special and right now it’s hard to believe he’s gone. He was
perhaps the most challenging in the beginning and undoubtedly the
most rewarding in the end. Despite all of the wonderful Gordy
memories, or maybe because of them, this could be the most difficult
passing for us yet. 

Gordy, get some rest you beautiful, courageous, complicated boy –
you’re off the clock now.
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Mark Your Calendars!

GAF – FLORIDA
For more information contact Jackie Ohara, jbohara@embarqmail.com

Oct. 4 Friday – 7-8:30 PM Billie Thatcher Concert at the Spruce Creek South Community
Center.

BYOB, baked goods will be sold, coffee & tea available. Contact Jackie 352-307-4553 or
Carol at 352-753-6563 for tickets, $10 each. You will have to show your Ticket to get in the
guard gate. Please come to a fun night.

Oct. 10 Thursday – Walkabout Lake Sumter Landing 6:30 PM Meet at Starbucks.

Oct. 19 Saturday – Karen's K-9 Kitchen, Leesburg, Main St. 10-12 pm Visit Karen's store
and walk your greys down Main St. wearing their donation coats on to Town Square where the
Farmers Market is active. And see the entertainment playing in Town Square. They would love
to meet your greys.

Oct. 19 Saturday – Cruise in at Spanish Springs. 6 PM Meet at the side of the church.

Nov. 13 Wednesday – Walkabout Spanish Springs. 6:30 PM Meet at the side of the church.

Nov. 16 Saturday – Bingo at Mulberry Grove. For Village people only.

Dec. 7 Saturday – Lady Lake Christman Parade 10 AM If any one wants to go? If your
grey can walk that far?

Dec. 10 Tuesday Night – Night golf at Saddlebrook. Contact Carol or Marge if you want a
spot.

Dec. 12 Thursday – Walkabout Lake Sumter Landing. 6:30 PM Meet at Starbucks,
across from the clock.

Dec. 21 Saturday – Cruise In Spanish Springs. 6 PM Meet at the side of the church.

Jan. 12-14 Sunday-Tuesday – Ruby Tuesday GiveBack Days! 20% of your purchase to
GAF!! 1168 Main Street, The Villages. Contact Carol for more information. Flyer required.

GAFNE
Oct. 5 Saturday – 10 AM Meet & Greet at Aston Community Day.

Oct. 9 Wednesday – Oct. 13 Sunday – GREYHOUNDS REACH THE BEACH
in Dewey 2013

Nov. 9 Saturday – 11 AM Meet & Greet at Concord Pet in Hockessin, DE.

Newsletter Contact: Joyce Carta
Joyce@JoyceCarta.com
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