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With about 50 GAF members and guests in attendance, and
with the sun finally making an appearance, the garden in its
new streamlined, easy-to-maintain form was officially opened.
It was a great day at Grey Haven.
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The crepe myrtles are growing nicely in the rededicated Memorial Garden and so far
the intrusive native plants (read: weeds) are keeping their distance. Good to have
such an enormous effort furnish enormous returns in beauty (minimal labor
maintenance beauty...the best kind!). Two months ago the new Freedom's Memorial
Garden was unveiled with some 50 people in attendance on a dreary day that
cleared up just in time for the ceremony. Karma? We like to think so.

The day and its activities were captured by a number of first class photographers
(Jeanine Certo, Sam Bellavia and Phil Carta) and Phil took some of these pictures
and formatted them into a photo book. My husband does many things very well and
this photo book was one of his triumphs. Those who've seen the early copies reacted
with smiles and with tears. What more of an endorsement could you ask for?

From Your Editor

And now, these Memorial Garden
Rededication Photo Books are for sale!

Marilyn's speech, many wonderful candid photos,
a layout that takes you down the Garden's memory
lane...all captured in an 8” X 8” 24-page photo
array with top notch color reproduction. Hard
cover books are $40 each, and soft cover are
$30...and about 1/3 of the price goes to GAF.
Email Marilyn if you'd like to order one (or more).
The cover and two inside spreads are pictured on
this page.

DIFFERENT TOPIC...Good news from the
FL racing greyhound welfare front! Effective 21
May a ruling from the FL Division of Pari-
Mutuel Wagering will require 5 new rules to better
protect FL's racing dogs and make it that much
more difficult for tracks and kennels to mistreat,
neglect and abuse the dogs in their care. This
action is long overdue but very welcome...and
proves that everything FL greyhound activists
continue to work for IS slowly paying off. The full
ruling is on my 11 May website blogpost. We'll
take any and every enlightened advance that helps the dogs.

Thank you, thank you to everyone who contributed to this issue...as always we have incredible pictures, creative ideas and
“feel GREYT” stories that we all love about Greyhound People and their best friends.

FINAL NOTE!! GAFNE is holding its Tenth Anniversary Picnic on Sunday 2 June, beginning at Noon. This is always
a fantastic time and I look forward to getting many photos to publish next issue!

Have a wonderful summer!

Joyce
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A Greyt Idea for a Meet and Greet

By Eileen and Mike Saks

Editor's Note: This terrific idea works so well because the
donors are given a specific goal and can actually meet and pet
the greyhounds. GAF has been the beneficiary of many of
these Grocery Meet & Greets and the strategy would be
effective and welcome at other adoption groups. Great,
creative idea, Eileen & Mike!

Since 2010 we have been doing a meet and greet at a local
suburban supermarket in the Philadelphia area. We give
shoppers a list of items as they enter the store and ask them
to consider purchasing one or more of the items to donate to
us on the way out. These items are those needed by GAF in
Florida. The list includes such items as bleach, dish and
laundry detergent, milk bones, sponges, and paper towels.

When exiting the store, the goods bought by the shoppers
are put in a shopping cart which makes it easy to take full
carts to one of our vans. Getting these items donated saves
money for the kennel and makes extra money for the
supermarket, so it is a winning idea for both.

We receive a huge amount of goods. Everyone is attracted
by the greyhounds we bring and most are happy to give
anywhere from one to several items on our list. Not only do
we receive needed items but we create interest in greyhound
adoption.

Here are several suggestions in making a supermarket meet
and greet a success:

1) Contact the corporate office to get approval
2) Introduce yourself to the store manager several days
before the event
3) Limit the number of greyhounds. You don't want the
dogs blocking the entrance and exit doors.
4) Have enough handouts available. Better too many
than not enough.
5) Prioritize- put the most needed item first and the least
need item last. As you get too many donations of one item
cross it off subsequent handouts.
6) Limit your time to 3 hours. (11 AM - 2PM on a
Sunday is generally good ) Do your M&G twice a year.
You don't want to overstay your welcome with the store or
shoppers.
7) Last and most importantly, thank the corporate
contact and store manager in person, if possible, and in
writing always.

We try to have other volunteers at these M&Gs. Caroline
Vogt, Tony Tereczak, Lisa Fritz, Lynn Mullery, and Bill
Paraschak have been most helpful, bringing their dogs to
meet the public, handing out the flyers, loading the vans,
and talking to people about adoption. Christine Stinger
ran off copies of the handout and Christine and Kathy
Diemer pick up the items from us for storage until they
can be sent to Florida. This way we are well manned and
everyone knows his or her specific duty.

We find these outings to be both fun and rewarding. Why
not try one in your area?
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“Love is a Many Splendored Thing”

by Janet Swanson

Editor's Note: Janet Swanson has been a
good friend of GAF for a long, long time,
and surprisingly she's had (and has) only
one greyhound. Janet's love of the lost and
the needy was too great to be confined to
only one type of dog or cat. Thank you,
Janet, for writing and for the exceptional
pictures.

I grew up with pets. My parents brought
home our first dog around 1953. She came
from a man who was getting a divorce and
didn't want her going from a house with a
yard to an apartment. We didn't even know
we were getting a dog. Every dog and cat
along the way was a rescue, often from the
street. I decided probably 18 or 20 years
ago that I wanted to adopt a greyhound
someday. I've always felt that any rescue is
a good rescue, whatever the species. I've
had my own companion animals as an adult
for over 40 years. I could never restrict
myself to one species.

The one animal that made the greatest
impact on my life was a 5 month old kitten
who died during spay surgery because the
vet (who later admitted it to me) was
careless. That kitten had shown up at my
door, I took her in and named her Tessa.
She only had 3 months of life after that day,
but this was a kitten who loved every minute
of it.

One day, sometime after Tessa died, I was
watching Takoda (my first and only
greyhound) when I suddenly realized that
my life was going exactly the way it was
meant to go. I am, and always will be
convinced that Tessa was put on this earth
to make me realize that if anything in my life
had been different I wouldn't have been
living in this house married to the man who
said to me that morning “There's a kitten at
the door.”
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Marilyn's Thoughts

Carol Bellavia, our newest
Board Member.

Now that the warmer weather is upon us, we can take a breath and relax after a
frantic winter of snow birds and fund raising. Our wonderful Villages Greyhound
Club spent months of planning, setting up, emailing and collecting goodies for
prizes and then produced a wonderful line up of events that brought in a goodly
amount of money for our greyhounds. We have come to depend on them to help us
continue our work through the Father Al Dash Memorial Fund and our normal
veterinary expenses each year.

This year we are also proud to announce the appointment of Carol Bellavia to the
Greyhound Adoptions of Florida Board of Directors. We welcome Carol not only
as a good friend but as a woman who will be tremendous addition to the board.
She has the knowledge and experience we look for to help us work smoothly and
efficiently, just as she has with the Villages projects.

Marilyn Varnberg
President and Co-Founder of

Greyhound Adoptions of Florida, Inc.

Welcome, Carol!! We look forward to working
with you in the coming months.
Please enjoy reading Carol’s notes on this year’s
projects:

It was a lucrative, busy, great fundraising season
this past Fall and Spring in The Villages. We
had a BINGO party in the Fall with gift baskets
as prizes, a Pancake Breakfast at the Havana
Country Club where the members of The Villages Greyhound Club seated, served and
bussed tables to raise cash for the hounds. I for one have a whole new respect for waiters and
waitresses who work their tails off everyday serving people!

We all enjoyed a wonderful concert put on by one of the local performers in The Villages –
Billie Thatcher. We had a sold out crowd, people enjoyed the concert, coffee and an array of
homemade deserts donated by the great bakers in The Villages Greyhound Club. Billie did
a wonderful job entertaining everyone and after the prize drawing, Billie donated an hour of
her time for a concert and one of The Villages Greyhound Club members, Jan Schneider
won the hour and is donating it for another fundraiser!

Last but not least our Night Golf Fundraiser was probably one of the most popular of all!
We had 72 golfers who had a wonderful time trying to find their glow balls in the dark, and
sink them in the nine different holes on the Saddlebrook golf course in The Villages. This
event was so popular we had a waiting list of people who wanted to play, so this will be an
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event we will repeat next Spring! A big thank you
to Marge Curtis who was a great help with
organizing this one and keeping all the eight-somes
straight! We were very lucky, many of the area golf
courses donated rounds of golf to give away to the
winners along with area restaurants and merchants
who gave us gift certificates as prizes as well.

We hope to have an Ice Cream Social some time in
June . . . stay tuned for more information to come.
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I Have a Secret

by Lyndsay Doll

Editor's Note: This story was written by a close-to-
graduating vet school student at the University of Florida who
assisted with one of the dogs Marilyn took for treatment.
Lyndsay will be exactly the kind of vet we would all love to
have...and maybe we can convince her to be a Mobile Vet
with the U.S. East Coast as her practice area! Thanks,
Lyndsay, this is a great story and please don't lose touch!

My love of greyhounds began at a young age. Growing up,
my mother would routinely take us to a local animal shelter
to drop off donations and visit the animals. I was drawn to
the lanky, quiet dogs in cages clustered together at one end
of the hall. I was the tallest kid in my class and I was pretty
shy- those dogs were relatable. “Those are greyhounds,” my
mother informed me, “People race them and abuse them.
When they aren't fast runners anymore, they need to find
homes or they will be put to sleep.” The exchange remains
seared in my memory (perhaps the degree of bluntness was
excessive for a six year old) and I remember silently noting
that I should get one of those dogs someday.

Fifteen years later, in the spring of 2009, I was getting ready
to graduate from college. When my parents asked what I
would like as a graduation gift, I didn't even need to think
about it: I was getting my greyhound. After countless hours
combing the pages of Petfinder, and crashing more than a
few “meet and greets,” I finally met him. His racing name
was 'No Secrets,' and he's known casually as 'Secret.' He's
white with brindle ticking. His feet smell like Fritos (I often
wake up to the smell because they're jammed in my face,
displacing me from my pillows). We have been a team ever
since. Shortly after his adoption, Secret and I took a short
obedience class. We were the tallest ones there.
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Some of Our Wonderful Friends
Doing What They Do Best!

Newsletter Contact: Joyce Carta
Joyce@JoyceCarta.com

Production Courtesy: New Adventures
©2013 Greyhound Adoptions of Florida, Inc.

William, Amy & Alan Musikantow's “treat”
hound...there must be one in here somewhere!

From Eileen & Mike Saks: When people tell me
that greyhounds are too big, I always say that they
fold up when they lay down, so don't take up a lot of
room as you would think. This photo shows that Tex
has made a liar out of me.

Jaimie Mann's Roper with visiting
friend, Hope. Good buddies.

Savannah & Jerry Murray at the farm, the
Welcoming Committee at the dog door.

Callie Bissonnette resting during a Villages
Cruise In. Fundraising is hard work!




