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Forward 
I wrote this book to honor those lost flying the Grumman OV-1 Mohawk during the Vietnam War and to tell 
their stories through the words of their friends, family and fellow soldiers. The information was gathered 
from public domain sources. 

Much of the information from the Vietnam Wall is incorrect and I made no attempt to correct it. In many 
cases the information stated that they died or were lost in a helicopter crash when clearly, they were in the 
Mohawk. Many of the losses stated “non-hostile” when we know that to be untrue. I am still attempting to 
get those errors corrected but not having much success. 

A few of these stories were about soldiers that died during ground combat during attacks on the bases. 
Those were included in this book. 

I take credit for any errors or mistakes made. If they were made it was simply an error on my part and 
unintentional. 

William L. (Bill) McNease 

CW2, 225th SAC Tuy Hoa, 73rd SAC Long Than North, 222nd ASTA Platoon Fairbanks, AK 

The words from a movie Platoon have always had special meaning to me. 

"I think now, looking back, we did not fight the enemy. We fought ourselves and the enemy was in 
us. The war is over for me now but it will always be there for the rest of my days. 

Be that as it may, those of us who did make it have an obligation to teach to others what we know 
and to try to, with what's left of our lives to find greatness and a meaning to this life." 
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KENNETH JOHN AINSWORTH 
SP5 - E5 - Army - Regular 

1st AVN BDE 

Length of service: 6 years 
His tour began on Oct 16, 1967 
Casualty was on Feb 2, 1968 

In THUA THIEN, SOUTH VIETNAM 
HOSTILE, GROUND CASUALTY 

GUN, SMALL ARMS FIRE 
Body was recovered 
Panel 36E - Line 64 

Posted on 3/6/04 - by Lura Rideout  
I am his granddaughter who never knew him. He died before my mother was born. 
She misses him a lot. I just want people to know him and respect his name. THANK YOU!! 

PERSONAL DATA  
Home of Record: Harahan, LA 

Date of birth: 07/30/1944 
MILITARY DATA 

Service: Army of the United States 
Grade at loss: E5 

Rank: Specialist Five 
ID No: 18628565 

MOS: 71P20: Flight Operations Coordinator 
Length Service: 06 

Unit: 131ST AVN CO (AS), 212TH AVN BN, 16TH AVN GROUP, 1ST AVIATION BDE, USARV 

CASUALTY DATA  
Start Tour: 10/16/1967 

Incident Date: 02/02/1968 
Casualty Date: 02/02/1968 

Age at Loss: 23 
Location: Thua Thien Province, South Vietnam 

Remains: Body recovered 
Casualty Type: Hostile, died outright 
Casualty Reason: Ground casualty 

Casualty Detail: Gun or small arms fire 

ON THE WALL Panel 36E Line 064 

Burial: 
Lake Lawn Park Cemetery and Mausoleum 

New Orleans 
Orleans Parish 
Louisiana, USA 
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MARK ALBERT BABSON JR  

 

CAPT - O3 - Army - Reserve 
1st AVN BDE 

His tour began on May 30, 1969 
Casualty was on Oct 14, 1969 

In TUYEN DUC, SOUTH VIETNAM 
NON-HOSTILE, HELICOPTER - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 17W - Line 79 
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Jennifer Babson-Badgley 
wvbuggen@netzero.com 
Daughter 
8920 Arnold Rd., Christiana, TN., 37037, USA 
We miss you 

Hello dad, just want to let you know you are a proud grand-pa of two boys. Sage is 6 1/2 and Sailor, is 3 
months. I gave them, the Babson name, so they will, always, be a part of you and you know, I named 
Sailor, because of Billie (step dad) being in the Navy, for 23, yrs. I miss you so much, if I could just told you 
that I loved you, or at least, hugged you one time maybe there wouldn't, be this piece missing in my life. 
Sailor has your blue eyes and when I look in his eyes I can see you. He is like a gift because he has a lot 
of you in him. I know you did what was right and I thank you for everything you did for our country, but 
remember, we love you and your grand-sons will always know you. Thank you for your service and 
sacrifice and we will always love you. You have a bridge named after you and it's on the way to Sage's 
school and every day he says there goes my papa's bridge. So you'll never be forgotten. I LOVE YOU AND 
MISS YOU. Jennifer, Sage & Sailor. 

Sunday, October 23, 2005 

First Love 
Posted on 6/13/12 - by Robin rkw311@bellsouth.net 

Somebody is out there somewhere remembering you and the impact you made in their life. 

Mark came in and out of my life for years. He was talented, spontaneous, fun loving, and unpredictable. 
The last time I saw Mark was 67-68 when he came home on leave and showed up at my door. The last 
time I saw his daughter she was very young. Mark is someone I will never forget. He is sadly missed. 

Field Artillery OCS Class 37A-67 Fort Sill Oklahoma 
Posted on 12/27/09 - by Randy Dunham faocsalumni@sbcglobal.net 
CPT Babson was a fixed-wing aviator and served with the 225th Aviation Company, 1st Aviation Brigade. 
He was piloting a twin-engine OV-1C Mohawk that crashed during a mission near Tuyen Duc. He and his 
observer were both killed in the incident. 

Some of the best are lost 
Posted on 4/10/07 - by Kevin J. Jorgenson kjorgenson@bellsouth.net 
Babson was a fun loving guy in my platoon from March 67 until October 2, 1967. I was in OCS class 37A-
67 with him and until today did not know that he didn't make it home. A tear of sorrow came to my eye 
when I found this site and his name. I always liked to think that we all made it home and had families and 
long lives. I'll always remember the price Babs paid for making our country free so that others could enjoy 
its freedoms. 

We Remember 
Posted on 4/25/05 - by Robert Sage rsage@austin.rr.com 
Mark is buried at Stone River Nat Battlefield. 

Remembering Mark 
Posted on 6/5/03 - by Marion Kohn Bailey 
Dated Mark while I lived in Smyrna TN 
He loved his Karman Ghia and he was a terrific guy. 
Learned of his passing when I went to the wall. 
My brother also passed away in the war. 

mailto:wvbuggen@netzero.com
mailto:rkw311@bellsouth.net
mailto:faocsalumni@sbcglobal.net
mailto:kjorgenson@bellsouth.net
mailto:rsage@austin.rr.com
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Mark's fabulous smile and cheerful nature will be with me always. 

Togetherness in Training 
Posted on 7/29/99 - by Wayne A. Backes wabackes@nac.net 
I was a classmate of Mark at OCS Ft. Sill, OK. Class 37-67 3 0ct 1967, Do not forget those who gave the 
best they had for their country, for they were the best we had. 

From the History of the 225th Aviation Company 
ANNUAL SUPPLEMENT HISTORY 
OF THE 
225th AVIATION COMPANY 
(SURVEILLANCE AIRPLANE) 
223D COMBAT SU 
PPORT AVIATION BATTALION 
1st AVIATION BRIGADE 

On 14 October 1969 CPT Mark Babson and SP4 James Savage climbed into Phantomhawk 14 for an 
Infrared mission in the Dalat area. At 1540 hours Phantomhawk 14 was cleared for takeoff by Phu Hiep 
tower. The power levers went forward, 14 accelerated to take off speed, rotated, and became airborne. 
The gear handle was placed UP, 3000 psi hydraulic pressure broke the down locks and folded the gear up 
into the wheel wells where they slammed into the up locks for the last time. 14 requested "Right turn out 
and departure to the southwest" and Phantomhawk 14 was seen for the last time. At 1800 hours a call was 
received by operations the Phantomhawk 14 was overdue on a radio report. At 1940 after thorough radio 
and ramp checks all over II Corps 14 is declared missing. For seven days Phantomhawk aircraft look for 14 
to no avail, no trace. It is as if 14 disappeared from the face of the earth. To this day all our pilots flying in 
the area of Dalat look for the wreckage of 14. Then chance, hand of fate, coincidence or whatever took 
charge just five days later Phantomhawk 14 is found on the side of a ridge about 25 miles west of Nha 
Trang, BP 5846. Both men are still in the cockpit. So after almost 11 months the worrying and uncertainty 
are over and the end of a long story is written. 

Mark A. Babson, Jr. 

Mark Albert Babson, Jr. died in Tuyen Duc Province (II Corps) South 
Vietnam on October 16, 1969 during a reconnaissance mission in an 
OV-1C Mohawk for the 225th Aviation Company (Surveillance) [the 
Phantomhawks]. 

 

mailto:wabackes@nac.net
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LAWRENCE RANDOLPH BOOTH  

 

MAJ - O4 - Army - Regular 
1st AVN BDE 

His tour began on Oct 16, 1969 
Casualty was on Oct 20, 1978 

In LZ, LAOS 
Non-Hostile, died missing, FIXED WING - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was not recovered 

Panel 17W - Line 83 

John Anderson 
jandersonjrtx@yahoo.com 
We were, in flight school, together 
200, Fireside Circle, College Station, TX., 77840, USA 
A Fine Man, Whom I, Have Never Forgotten 
We were flight school friends. I wish his family well. John E. Anderson, MAJ., U.S., Army, 183d, Recon., 
Avn., Co.. 
Jul 25, 2009 

mailto:jandersonjrtx@yahoo.com
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James Mobley 
bamajim105@yahoo.com 
mail clerk, in unit 
18344, Hwy., 125, Brundidge, AL., 36010, USA 

A Thanks, for the memories 
At the time I knew him he was CPT. Booth. For years I have wondered what had happened. Did they find 
his body or not? Mrs. Booth, I was company/mail clerk for the 131st, Avn. and had the unfortunate task of 
typing most of the letters sent to you. I have thought of him and Dennis each and every day since that 
happened 16 Oct., 1969. May God Bless you and your family. Should you ever want to get in touch with 
me, please feel free to do so. I MISS HIM. 
Sep 30, 2008 

Laverne McGary 
toejoe@coastalnow.net 
niece 
YOU ARE LOVED AND REMEMBERED FOREVER 
WE MISS YOU SO MUCH. I AM PREPARING A SHADOW BOX W/YOUR MEDALS, FLAG, PICTURES, 
ETC. I TELL MY TWO CHILDEN ABOUT YOU ROUTINELY. WE LOVE YOU 
Friday, June 07, 2002 

SYNOPSIS: On 16 October 1969 then Capt. Lawrence R. Booth, pilot, and Sgt. Dennis M. Rattin, 
technical observer, comprised the crew of an OV1C aircraft on a night reconnaissance mission enroute to 
the Thai/Lao border. At 1730 hours, Capt. Booth made normal radio contact with base. At that time he 
reported the flight was progressing normally. At 1815 hours, a Forward Air Control (FAC) aircraft 
requested a radio check from all aircraft in the area, but received no response from Capt. Booth or Sgt. 
Rattin. 

The next morning the company commander of the Nighthawks conducted an aerial reconnaissance of the 
region. During this search, he saw what appeared to be a parachute hanging in the trees. Other members 
of their company continued the aerial search for a number of days, but were unable to locate the Mohawk's 
wreckage or establish contact with either one of the downed crewmen. No ground search was possible 
due to the heavy enemy troop concentration in the area. At the time the formal search was terminated, 
Lawrence Booth and Dennis Rattin were both immediately listed Missing in Action. The location of loss 
placed them in rugged jungle-covered mountains approximately 3 miles northwest of Ban Hatham, 20 
miles southeast of Moung Cha and 72 miles northeast of Vientiane, Bolikhamxai Province, Laos. 

Capt. Booth and Sgt. Rattin are among nearly 600 Americans who disappeared in Laos. Many of these 
men were known to be alive on the ground. The Laotians admitted holding "tens of tens" of American 
Prisoners of War, but these men were never negotiated for either by direct negotiation between our 
countries or through the Paris Peace Accords which ended the War in Vietnam since Laos was not a party 
to that agreement. 

mailto:bamajim105@yahoo.com
mailto:toejoe@coastalnow.net
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CARL WILHELM BORCHERS 
CWO - W2 - Army - Reserve 

1st AVN BDE 

His tour began on Jul 7, 1970 
Casualty was on Jun 6, 1971 

In BIEN HOA, SOUTH VIETNAM 
NON-HOSTILE, FIXED WING - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 
Panel 03W - Line 68 

Stephen Alexander 
smalexander@verizon.net 
Friend & classmate, in flight school 
9420 Sugar Babe Drive, Gilroy, CA. 95020 
36 years later, still a friend and warm memories. 
We were Red Hats in flight school. What a wonderful friend and pilot. Lots of "first" we shared in those 
early days of life. 
Jul 27, 2007 

I STILL MISS YOU 
Posted on 7/6/10 - by JAMES MCCAFFERY 
BILL, WE WENT THROUGH THE COAST GUARD TOGETHER AND ALMOST MADE IT THROUGH 
THE ARMY TOGETHER...I MISS YOU AFTER 42 YEARS... 
We Remember 
Posted on 12/18/04 - by Robert Sage rsage@austin.rr.com 
Carl is buried at Arlington Nat Cemetery 

For Carl 
Posted on 8/26/03 - by Dale Ross Stith 
I remember Carl Wilhelm Borchers (Panel 3 West Line Number 68) as a young go-get'em pilot, married 
only a few days before going to Viet Nam, a patriot, super trooper, and friend. We carved the "Tiki" for our 
Long Thanh O-Club out of a 10"x12' timber with his "Bowie" Knife. We had some good times, but too few. 
Dale Ross Stith 

mailto:smalexander@verizon.net
mailto:rsage@austin.rr.com
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JIMMY MAC BRASHER  

 

CAPT - O3 - Army - Reserve 

Length of service 4 years 
His tour began on Sep 28, 1966 
Casualty was on Oct 18, 1967 

In , NORTH VIETNAM 
Non-Hostile, died missing, FIXED WING - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was not recovered 

Panel 28E - Line 33 

Charles Starnes 
You will be honored at a special recognition of Vietnam veterans who attended West Texas A&M University 
(previously known as West Texas State College and West Texas State University) at a ceremony at the 
Pioneer Amphitheater in Palo Duro Canyon on May 27, 2013. The University has honored those who died 
in Vietnam by naming a campus street in their honor. Your name has thus been honored. Captain Charles 
N. Starnes, US Navy (Ret) West Texas State University class of 1969 
May 26, 2013 

Remembrance 
davybaker@suddenlink.net 
another brother 
Kilgore, TX 
davy b 

mailto:davybaker@suddenlink.net
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Honoring the memory of a young patriot and hero. Thank you for your dedication, courage and service to 
our nation. Your loss is listed as non- hostile, yet only moments before you Robert and Spud 09 
disappeared from radar, a SAM warning was issued for your recon area. May God bless and keep you, 
hold you in His loving arms and comfort your family and friends. 'TO LIVE IN THE HEARTS OF THOSE 
YOU LEAVE BEHIND IS NEVER TO DIE.' ~Robert Orr~ Rest in peace, Jimmy Mac Brasher, YOU, ARE 
NOT FORGOTTEN!!! 
Apr 9, 2009 

Lynne Brasher 
brasherstephens@excite.com 
Daughter 
2334, W., Marshall 
Phoenix, AZ., 85015, USA 
Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday Dad wish you were here. 
Tuesday, April 09, 2002 

You are finally receiving your honor! 
Posted on 5/31/13 - by Sally Brasher Brauer salbraz@yahoo.com 
After 46 years, you will be honored June 17, 2013, at Arlington National Cemetery. It has been so hard to 
let you go, but you definitely deserve to have this remembrance for all 

You Are Not Forgotten 
Posted on 7/25/04 - by Major Jack Eppard, USArmy Retired 
Jim and I served together in the 5th Aviation Battalion. Our families lived next door to one another so we 
had frequent contact. I can remember flying with Jim one day and we passed over his home town in Texas. 
He talked about "Home" and showed me some of the area. After all these years, I still think of Jim and 
others who were lost in Vietnam. I also think of their families and the loss they incurred. 

TO A FELLOW "MOHAWKER" AND WARRIOR, JIMMY MAC 
Posted on 5/19/01 - by DALE ROBERTSON 

HERE'S A 
PIC OF THE 
OLD BIRD 
YOU LOVED 
TO FLY.... 

GOD BLESS 
YOU, JIMMY 
MAC ON 
THIS 
MEMORIAL 
DAY, 2001 

SPUD 11 

 

mailto:brasherstephens@excite.com
mailto:salbraz@yahoo.com
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SYNOPSIS: On September 28, 1966, 1Lt. Jimmy Mac Brasher, pilot; and PFC Robert E. Pittman, 
observer; departed the Hue/Phu Bai airstrip in an OV1B Mohawk aircraft (serial #64-14266, call sign Spud 
09) on a reconnaissance mission off the coast of North Vietnam. 

At 0400 hours, a Surface to Air Missile (SAM) warning was broadcast for the area in which Spud 19 was 
located. At this time, radio and radar contact was lost with Spud 19. It is assumed that one or more of the 
SAM missiles launched that night hit the plane and that it crashed into the sea. No trace of the plane or 
crew was found. The last known location was about 40 miles due east of the city of Phuc Loi (and east-
northeast of Vinh) in the Gulf of Tonkin. Both men were declared killed in action, body not recovered. No 
trace of the aircraft or the crew was ever found. 

The OV1B carried side-looking airborne radar (SLAR) housed in a long pod beneath the forward part of the 
fuselage and could maintain night surveillance and detect targets for Air Force gunships or fighter-
bombers. The radar equipment scanned on either side of the aircraft, fashioning a radar map that could be 
reproduced photographically while the Mohawk was in flight. Brasher and Pittman did not, evidently 
survive their last flight. They are among nearly 2500 who did not return at the end of the war in Vietnam. 
Tragically, all 2500 did not die in action, but hundreds survive, still in communist prisons. Over 8000 reports 
regarding Americans still in Southeast Asia have been received by the U.S. Government. Until these men 
are brought home, there can be no end of the war to those who fought it, nor honor for the nation that sent 
them. 

NOTE: The 20th Aviation Detachment existed until December 1966, at which time it was reassigned as the 
131st Aviation Company, 223rd Aviation Battalion (Combat Support). The 131st Aviation Company had 
been assigned to I Corps Aviation Battalion since June 1966, when it arrived in Vietnam. In August 1967, 
the 131st Aviation Company was reassigned to the 212th Aviation Battalion where it remained until July 
1971, whereupon it transferred out of Vietnam. 

There were a large number of pilots lost from this unit, including Thaddeus E. Williams and James P. 
Schimberg (January 9, 1966); John M. Nash and Glenn D. McElroy (March 15, 1966); James W. Gates 
and John W. Lafayette (April 6, 1966); Robert G. Nopp and Marshall Kipina (July 14, 1966); Jimmy M. 
Brasher and Robert E. Pittman (September 28, 1966); James M. Johnstone and James L. Whited 
(November 19, 1966); Larry F. Lucas (December 20, 1966); and Jack W. Brunson and Clinton A. Musil 
(May 31, 1971). Missing OV1 aircraft crew from the 20th/131st represent well over half of those lost on 
OV1 aircraft during the war. 

U.S. Army records list both Nopp and Kipina as part of the "131st Aviation Company, 14th Aviation 
Battalion", yet according to "Order of Battle" by Shelby Stanton, a widely recognized military source, this 
company was never assigned to the 14th Aviation Battalion. The 131st was known as "Nighthawks", and 
was a surveillance aircraft company. 
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JACK WALTER BRUNSON  

 

CWO - W2 - Army - Reserve 
1st AVN BDE 

His tour began on May 31, 1971 
Casualty was on May 31, 1971 

In LZ, LAOS 
Non-Hostile, died missing, FIXED WING - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was not recovered 

Panel 03W - Line 59 

Mike Morgan 

I served with Jack in Phu Bai Vietnam 131st Aviation Co. and was a crew chief on the flight line the day he 
left on his last flight. I had interacted many times with him and can say he was a very well-liked officer by 
the enlisted men who worked with him. It will be 41 years ago in a couple days since his plane when down 
and I know I still remember him and his sacrifice. I came across an item on Page 32 of the 1st Aviation 
brigade Hawk winter 1972 magazine which listed his name on a list of Silver Star recipients Sep. 29, 2012 
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GARY TAYLOR 
gtaylor31@cox.net 
OPERATIONS OFFICER 
MUSTANG OK 73064 USA A 
TRUE AMERICAN HERO 

I HAD THE PLEASURE OF SERVING WITH JACK. ALWAYS A FRIENDS ALWAYS A SMILE. HE GAVE 
THE LAST FULL MEASURE. A TRUE AMERICAN HERO AND I AM PROUD TO CALL HIM A FELLOW 
FRIEND AND A BROTHER IN ARMS. I THINK OF YOU OFTEN. SOME ARE SENT TO PREPARE THE 
WAY. YOU HAVE BEEN CHOSEN. 
Dec 7, 2011 

CWO., Dale Robertson (SPUD 11) 
dalewr99@hotmail.com 
Friend, fellow Warrant, Officer/Pilot 
525 Howard St., Savannah, Ga., 31401 USA 
Once a "SPUD," - always. 

Jack Brunson was 2 or 3 classes behind me in Fixed Wing flight school at Ft. Rucker, AL. I used to "haze" 
him all the time (as was tradition) as a senior classman. He always took it well. More than anything else, 
Jack wanted to fly OV-1 Mohawk aircraft (the army's hottest!) He finally got his chance. I remember when 
he first showed up at the 131st Aviation Company (Aerial Surveillance) in Phu Bai. As was tradition we got 
him drunk in the officer’s club (SPUD CLUB) and 
after he went to bed we simulated a ground attack, 
compete with our "Spud Cannons. (We scared the 
hell out of all the newbies that way!) The 131st's, 
missions were Top Secret, outside Viet Nam 
missions - Laos, Cambodia, North Vietnam and 
Thailand. We used SLAR, (side looking airborne 
radar) IR (Infra-Red) and nose and belly cameras 
and worked as a "Hunter-Killer" team for the most 
part. During this time period Jack and I flew A,B,C 
and Super "C," models. God Bless, Jack Brunson. 
CWO Dale Robertson, "SPUD," 11. 

Saturday, May 27, 2000 

GEORGE FOWLER 
powmia66@yahoo.com 
childhood friend 
9032 Erie Road, Apt., #2, Angola, NY 14006 USA 
REMEMBERANCE - WELCOME HOME 

I remember Jack, as a youngster, in 6th grade at CVCS. Although there were 6 years between us, we 
became friends. He was a good athlete and popular. Needless to say, when I was informed of his MIA 
status, I was shocked. I held his bracelet for years until it was laid to rest in our memorial park in Buffalo. 
Now that he is home in Arlington, I can have peace. Rest in peace my friend for you are with the real heroes 
of that war. May God bless you. Know that you are here, in my heart, eternally. SSG. George R. Fowler, 
MACV., II, Corps, '66. Saturday, December 10, 2005 

 

mailto:gtaylor31@cox.net
mailto:dalewr99@hotmail.com
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Full Name: JACK WALTER BRUNSON 
Wall Name: JACK W BRUNSON 
Date of Birth: 3/14/1949 
Date of Casualty: 5/31/1971 
Home of Record: SINCLAIRVILLE, NEW YORK 
Branch of Service: ARMY 
Rank: CWO 
Casualty Country: LAOS 
Casualty Province: LZ 
Status: MIA 
Name: Jack Walter Brunson 
Rank/Branch: W2/US Army 
Unit: 131st Aviation Company, 212th Aviation Battalion, 11th Aviation 
Brigade (see note in text) 
Date of Birth: 14 March 1949 (Jamestown NY) 
Home City of Record: Sinclairville NY 
Date of Loss: 31 May 1971 
Country of Loss: Laos 
Loss Coordinates: 162013N 1065308E (YD014094) 
Status (in 1973): Killed/Body Not Recovered 
Category: 3 
Aircraft/Vehicle/Ground: OV1A 
Refno: 1751 
Other Personnel In Incident: Clinton A. Musil (missing) 

REMARKS: 
On May 31, 1971, WO Jack Brunson, pilot, and Clinton Musil, observer, were flying on a visual 
reconnaissance mission when their OV1A Mohawk crashed and burned due to unknown causes about 6 
kilometers south-southwest of Phou Ke Dai, Savannakhet Province, Laos. 
The crew of another aircraft in the area stated that the flight was proceeding normally, and that Brunson 
was having no problems. On the fifth pass over the target, and in a steep left turn, the observing aircraft 
lost sight of Brunson and Musil's aircraft. The observing aircraft saw a huge ball of flame on the ground. 
Radio contact was attempted, but could not be established. There were no parachutes observed, no 
electronic beacon signals heard, and no survivors were seen on the ground. Due to the hostile threat in the 
area, no search and rescue operation was initiated. 
Brunson and Musil are among nearly 600 Americans lost in Laos. Because Laos was not party to the 
agreements ending American involvement in Southeast Asia, none of the Americans the Pathet Lao said 
they held were ever released. 

Witnesses believe that Brunson and Musil perished in the crash of their light observation plane on May 31, 
1971. Experts believe that hundreds of other Americans are still alive today, held prisoner against their will. 
Brunson and Musil would gladly fly one more mission for them. Why can't we bring our men home? 

Vietnam War MIA’s remains found 
Clinton Allen Musil Sr. had been missing since May 31, 1971, when his OV-1 was shot down while on a 
reconnaissance flight over Laos. 

On Thursday, the Pentagon announced that the Minnesota soldier’s remains had been recovered, bringing 
relief to a family that spent 33 years wondering. 
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“It’s just an incredible thing to finally know for sure,” Musil’s son, Larry, said Thursday. “I’m ecstatic we’ve 
gotten the identification.” 

Clinton Musil’s remains were identified by the Pentagon’s Central Identification Laboratory in Hawaii last 
year, using DNA and skeletal analysis. He was one of 48 Minnesotans still listed as missing in action in 
Southeast Asia. In all, 1,871 Vietnam War-era service members are still listed as missing in action. 

Clinton grew up in Minnesota and joined the Marines immediately after high school in 1957. He later joined 
the Army and rose to the rank of Captain. At the time of Musil’s death at age 31, he was divorced from his 
wife, who had remained in Minneapolis to raise three small children. 

“Military life was his family, so you can imagine that put a strain on the family,” said Larry Musil, a 37-year-
old architect living in Florida, where most of the Musil family has relocated. 

“He did one tour in Vietnam, so he didn’t have to go back,” he said. “But he went back so one of my uncles 
didn’t have to do a tour. And he volunteered to go on that mission — he was taking the place of another 
soldier in that plane.” 

According to the Defense Department and POW-MIA organizations: 

Clinton Musil was the observer flying with pilot Jack Brunson in an OV-1A Mohawk, the lead aircraft in a 
flight of two on a photographic/visual reconnaissance mission about 45 miles west-southwest of Hue, 
South Vietnam. The area was near a major artery of the Ho Chi Minh Trail, the major North Vietnamese 
military supply line, and was known to be bristling with enemy anti-aircraft artillery. 

About 2:15 p.m., Brunson had completed his fifth pass over the target. His wingman in the second aircraft 
watched as the Mohawk banked steeply to the left and disappeared into the afternoon shadows. The 
Mohawk crashed into a mountainside, exploding in a fireball. No emergency transmissions were heard, nor 
were any parachutes seen by the other Mohawk pilot. Enemy soldiers in the area made a ground search 
impossible. 

Musil was listed as missing for nearly two months before being declared “killed/body not recovered.” 

The Defense Department positively identified Musil’s remains about three months ago, and the military 
flew family members to the Pentagon and presented its documentation. 

“I didn’t realize how much I needed to know what happened to my father until I found out,” Musil’s 
daughter, Allison Spires, 35, said from her home in Washington. 

Laotians led Pentagon investigators to the crash site during expeditions in 1993 and 1995. The site was 
located on a steep slope and appeared to be within about 200 yards of the crash location listed in U.S. 
records. The site had been scavenged by local residents, but the U.S.-Laotian team found small pieces of 
wreckage and what appeared to be human remains. 

Following the initial investigators, other U.S. and Laotian teams excavated the site twice in 2001 and once 
in 2002. During these three excavations, they recovered aircraft wreckage, personal effects and human 
remains. Brunson’s remains still have not been formally identified. 

Family members plan to bury Musil with military honors at Arlington National Cemetery on May 28, 2004, a 
date as close to the anniversary of the crash as cemetery officials will allow. 
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Besides Spires and Larry Musil, Clinton Musil Sr. was survived by his ex-wife, Lois Riley; son, Clinton, 38; 
brother, Richard, of Phoenix; and an ailing mother. 

Friday, January 16, 2004 

Soldier's remains bring peace for family 

To Allison Spires, the effort to find missing U.S. soldiers is priceless. Without it, Spires said, her father — 
Clinton Allen Musil Sr. — would still be lost in Laos. 

The identification of her father's remains, confirmed on Thursday, 33 years after the Minneapolis native 
went missing, has brought relief to his relatives. 

"I didn't realize how much I needed to know what happened to my father until I found out," Spires said in a 
phone interview from her home in Washington. "It weighed heavy in my head. I longed to know him. Once 
we got the news of the identification, he became real to me. It's a blessing. It's a miracle we've got what we 
have right now. 

"I will never know my dad, and there's pain in that," Spires said. "There's also peace knowing what 
happened: He went to war and died, instead of 'He went to war and we don't know what happened to 
him.' " 
Spires' older brother, Clinton Allen Musil Jr., agreed. 

"We want to continue to put the emphasis on finding these guys," Musil Jr., a Florida pediatrician, said in a 
phone interview from Florida. "It pays off. It's not just spending millions of dollars and getting nothing." 

The siblings' reaction came after the Defense Department's confirmation of what they had known for a 
while: Human remains found near a crash site in Laos are those of Musil Sr., an Army captain who grew up 
in Minnesota and was killed during his second tour of duty in the Vietnam War. 

The remains will be given to his family, which is planning a funeral at Arlington National Cemetery in May. 

Musil, the flight's spotter/photographer, was 30 when he was shot down May 31, 1971, while on a 
reconnaissance mission over Savannakhet Province in Laos. The pilot of the OV-1A Mohawk, a fixed-
wing, prop-driven aircraft, has not been found. 

The crash site was located after investigations in 1993 and 1995. It was excavated three times, most 
recently in 2002. Besides human remains, investigators retrieved aircraft wreckage and personal items. 

Musil Sr.'s brother, Richard of Phoenix, provided the DNA sample used to make the identification. The 
soldier's relatives are satisfied the remains found — including a kneecap, two teeth, part of a rib and part of 
a foot bone — are his. The government closed the case in August. 

The official confirmation leaves 37 Minnesotans and 33 Wisconsinites unaccounted for from the Vietnam 
War, according to the Defense Department. Spokesman Larry Greer said 11 Minnesotans, including Musil, 
and seven Wisconsinites have been accounted for since the end of the Vietnam War. 

Nationally, the count of soldiers missing in action is at 88,000 from all conflicts, Greer said. Of that number, 
1,871 soldiers are missing from the Vietnam War, including 1,426 in Vietnam, 382 in Laos, 55 in Cambodia 
and eight in China. Greer said $100 million a year is spent searching for soldiers. 
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Musil's ex-wife, Lois Riley, lives in Florida. The couple had three children: sons Clinton Allen Jr., 38, and 
Lawrence, 37, who also lives in Florida, and daughter Spires, 35. Musil's Minnesota relatives include an 
ailing mother and another brother. 

The father's namesake is an ex-National Guard member who had contemplated searching for his father in 
Laos. 

"My memories of him are limited," Musil Jr. said. "What I know about my dad is he was really devoted to 
the military." 

Riley said the couple was married for five years. "We divorced before he was shot down," she said. "We 
had a good working relationship because of our three children." 

Riley said her ex-husband is deserving of military honors. He volunteered for the Vietnam War the first time 
partly to spare his brother, Richard, from military service, she said. 

Musil volunteered for the second tour of duty in the Southeast Asian conflict out of love for the military and 
his mission. "He definitely believed in what he was fighting for," Riley said. 

Musil had been a Marine, she said, but switched to the Army. "He loved his country. He was a true hero." 
Riley also is relieved that the uncertainty for their children is over. "This touches every one of them clear to 
their soul." 

BRUNSON, JACK W 
CW2 US ARMY 
VETERAN SERVICE DATES: 05/31/1940 - 05/31/1971 DATE OF 
BIRTH: 03/14/1949 
DATE OF DEATH: 05/31/1971 
DATE OF INTERMENT: 05/28/2004 BURIED AT: SECTION 60 
SITE 7954 ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY 

SYNOPSIS: On May 31, 1971, WO Jack Brunson, pilot, and 
Clinton Musil, observer, were flying on a visual reconnaissance 
mission when their OV1A Mohawk crashed and burned due to 

unknown causes about 6 kilometers south-southwest of Phou 
Ke Dai, Savannakhet Province, Laos. The crew of another aircraft in the area stated that the flight was 
proceeding normally, and that Brunson was having no problems. On the fifth pass over the target, and in a 
steep left turn, the observing aircraft lost sight of Brunson and Musil's aircraft. The observing aircraft saw a 
huge ball of flame on the ground. Radio contact was attempted, but could not be established. There were no 
parachutes observed, no electronic beacon signals heard, and no survivors were seen on the ground. Due 
to the hostile threat in the area, no search and rescue operation was initiated. Brunson and Musil are among 
nearly 600 Americans lost in Laos. Because Laos was not party to the agreements ending American 
involvement in Southeast Asia, none of the Americans the Pathet Lao said they held were ever released. 
Witnesses believe that Brunson and Musil perished in the crash of their light observation plane on May 31, 
1971. Experts believe that hundreds of other Americans are still alive today, held prisoner against their will. 
Brunson and Musil would gladly fly one more mission for them. Why can't we bring our men home? 
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National League of Families 
POWMIA UPDATE 
May 17, 2004 

POW/MIAs - VIETNAM WAR: According to DoD, there are now 1,859 Americans listed as missing and 
unaccounted for from the Vietnam War: 1,418 in Vietnam, 378 in Laos, 55 in Cambodia and 8 in PRC 
territorial waters. Over 90% of all Americans missing from the Vietnam War were lost in Vietnam or in 
areas of Laos and Cambodia under Hanoi's wartime control. Since the last Newsletter, seven Americans 
have been announced as accounted for: 

Warrant Officer 2nd Class Jack W. Brunson, USA, KIA/BNR, Laos, 5/31/71, RR 
5/29/03 
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JAMES BENNETT CONWAY  

 

MAJ - O4 - Army - Regular 
Special Forces 

Length of service 14 years 
His tour began on Apr 12, 1966 
Casualty was on Apr 12, 1966 

In , SOUTH VIETNAM 
Hostile, died while missing, GROUND CASUALTY 

Body was not recovered 

Panel 06E - Line 105 
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Distinguished, Service, Cross Citation 
Distinguished Service Cross, Awarded posthumously, for actions during the Vietnam War: The President of 
the United States of America, authorized, by Act of Congress, July 9, 1918, (amended by act of July 25, 
1963) takes pride in presenting the Distinguished Service Cross (Posthumously) to Captain, (Infantry) James 
Bennett Conway, (ASN: 0-94578) United States Army, for extraordinary heroism in connection with military 
operations involving conflict with an armed hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam, while serving with 5th 
Special Forces Group, (Airborne) 1st Special Forces. On 12 April 1966, Captain Conway was serving as the 
Senior Special Forces Advisor to a reconnaissance patrol operating in the Ia Drang Valley in the Republic of 
Vietnam. As the patrol screened their assigned area, they came under hostile, automatic weapons fire, which 
wounded several and halted their progress. After insuring the safety of the wounded, Captain Conway led the 
friendly forces in an assault, which routed the Viet Cong from their positions of concealment. As the friendly 
forces pursued the hostile contingent they came upon a well-positioned insurgent force of company size. 
Despite the hostile force's numerical and positional advantage, Captain Conway led the patrol in successful 
attacks, claiming many insurgent lives. With complete disregard for his own personal safety, Captain 
Conway courageously engaged a well-fortified insurgent machine gun position at extremely close range with 
grenades and small arms fire. Throughout this action, he continually exposed himself to murderous fire to 
insure the success of the assault. When the Viet Cong maneuvered to encircle the hard-pressed patrol, 
Captain Conway planned and led an evasion route in order to regroup the force and continue the attack. As 
the hostile machine gun fire increased, Captain Conway again exposed himself to heavy Viet Cong fire and 
directed effective suppressive fire with effective results. During the final stages of the friendly evasive action, 
Captain Conway was mortally wounded while engaging friendly troops positioned about him. Captain 
Conway's extraordinary heroism and supreme sacrifice, were in keeping with the highest traditions of the 
United States Army and reflect great credit upon himself and the military service. General Orders: 
Headquarters, U.S. Army, Pacific, General Orders, No., 164. (July 19, 1966) Action Date: 12-Apr-66, 
Service: Army, Rank: Captain, Regiment: 5th, Special, Forces Group. (Airborne) Division: 1st, Special 
Forces. 

Apr 12, 2010 

Jim and I were best friends in childhood. He is a descendant of Thad Carter, a Civil War hero of our hometown, 
Franklin, TN. Jim was influenced by that all of his life. So I feel strongly that Jim died a hero's death. Both of 
us were career soldiers, and had overlapping tours in VN in 1963, already his second year in country; 
spent several days together reminiscing about childhood days. He was flying Beavers that year, but busting 
his seams to get back into Special Forces. I would 
love to hear from anyone who was with him in 1966; email 
kenpow@bellsouth.net. 

 

mailto:kenpow@bellsouth.net
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EDWARD BERNARD CRIBB 
CAPT - 3 - Army - Reserve 

Length of service 4 years 
Casualty was on Aug 26, 1963 

In , SOUTH VIETNAM 
HOSTILE, HELICOPTER - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 01E - Line 27 

Charles H. Dayhuff, III 
vmi33859@avaa.net 
Married, his widow 
750, Dalrymple Rd., E-2, Atlanta, Ga., 30328 USA 

A Great Hero 

Ed, I never knew you but we have found some of your friends of the Unit and we will meet with them in 
September, 2000, in Atlanta, Georgia. Barbara and I were married April 9, 1966 and 6 weeks after I 
adopted Marti and Richard. They are wonderful adults now. You would have been proud of them. Marti is 
a School Teacher with two sons, Andrew and William. Richard has two children also, Heather and Jason. 
Barbara and I had another son, Charles IV and he has 4 children. All together, we have 8 grandchildren. 
Barbara is called Gandy and Pop, POP. Marti, Richard and all of the grand children know that you were a 
Viet Nam Hero. Richard has his own electrical company and is a Drill Sergeant in the reserves, E-7. You 
would be proud of him. We are very proud of all of the children and grandchildren. Your sister, Deadrie is 
married and is in Albany, Georgia. She has three children. Everyone is well and you are discussed often. 
You are in God’s hands, now and WE ARE PROUD OF YOU. YOU ARE A TRUE AMERICAN HERO. 
Sunday, May 07, 2000 

Don Hoyem 
thepil0t@aol.com 
Member, of the same unit 
40, Northgate Drive, Monroe, LA., 71201, USA 

LT. Cribb was flying an OV-1 Mohawk, of the 23rd Special Warfare Aviation Detachment, not a helicopter, 
on the date he was killed. He was on a low level photo mission flying out of Soc Trang, when his aircraft 
was struck by ground fire. Lt. Cribb maintained control of the aircraft until his Vietnamese observer was 
able to eject. Unfortunately, the aircraft was in a descending turn when LT. Cribb ejected and the parachute 
did not have time to deploy. 
Thursday, January 27, 2000 

mailto:vmi33859@avaa.net
mailto:thepil0t@aol.com
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Attached are a couple of photographs of Captain Edward B. Cribb. Both pictures are when he was a Lt., 
one of which shows him behind the controls of his Grumman Mohawk, twin engine turboprop, recon 
aircraft, in Vietnam. This was exactly the same model he was shot down in, in August, 1963. 

I’m married to his sister (his only sibling and sole, surviving member of his family) Deidre Cribb Gibson. I’m 
also a Vietnam veteran myself, serving with Co., E, 1/7, 1st, Cav., Division, in 1972, as an 81mm, Mortar 
Squad Leader. Our company rear was based, out of Bien Hoa, during that time. 

Wednesday, June 01, 2005 

06 Aug 2007 

Ed Cribb was one of my high school buddies. We went through high school ROTC together. Ed boot-
strapped into OCS and I was commissioned through College ROTC. We were both in the Army at the time 
Ed was killed. My wife and I met his widow after he died; she showed us a picture of his son, who he had 
never seen - he was Ed's spitting image. Ed was a true hero, and there is not a day goes by that I don't 
remember him, and mourn his loss. Our high school class will have its 50th reunion this year (2007). His 
image will be prominently on display there. His passing was a great loss to us all. 

John Marshall 
paladin@outdrs.net 
Ed was my friend 

Posted on 8/15/05 - by LTC (Ret)James (Jim) Mitchell LTCNITNOY@aol.com 

Ed was my friend. We flew together, and went to Nam together. I came home, Ed did not but I did - I still 
remember! 

mailto:paladin@outdrs.net
mailto:LTCNITNOY@aol.com
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KENNETH LEROY CUNNINGHAM  

 

SSGT - E6 - Army - Selective Service 
1st AVN BDE 

His tour began on Oct 3, 1969 
Casualty was on Sep 5, 1978 

In KONTUM, SOUTH VIETNAM 
Non-Hostile, died missing, FIXED WING - NONCREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was not recovered 

Panel 17W - Line 33 

Phil Inskeep 
philrfishn@hotmail.com 
High School Classmate & Vietnam Vet 
Olney IL 62450 USA 
Memorial Day 2011. You are remembered 
Dear classmate and fellow U.S. Army soldier. I will always remember your sacrifice for our great nation. 
Rest in peace fallen soldier. 
May 30, 2011 

mailto:philrfishn@hotmail.com
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Martin Johnson 
mrjmrj1971@hotmail.com 
friend 
R. R., #1, box, 170d, Albion, IL 62806 USA 
Kenny, I still think of all the good times we had. Miss you! Mart 
Saturday, November 27, 2004 

SYNOPSIS: On October 3, 1969, 1Lt. Paul L. Graffe, pilot; and PFC Kenneth L. Cunningham, observer; 
departed Phu Hiep, South Vietnam, during the early evening on a surveillance mission of targets located in 
the northwest portion of MR2 (Military Region 2) in the tri-border area of Cambodia, Laos and South 
Vietnam. 

The aircraft (serial #61-02679) failed to return at the scheduled time. The last radio contact with Graffe and 
Cunningham was at 1800 hours when another OV1 aircraft had been informed by Grasse that they were 
going to continue their mission for about 30 more minutes, and then begin the return trip to Phu Hiep. All 
further attempts at electronic contact with the missing OV1 were unsuccessful. 

On the morning of October 5, search and rescue aircraft located the wreckage of an aircraft atop a 7,000 
foot peak in a mountain range north of the city of Kontum. This wreckage was positively identified as that of 
Graffe and Cunningham. Efforts were made to insert a ground team at the site on October 5 and 6, but 
inclement weather prevented the team from being inserted. On neither occasion was either visual or 
electronic contact made with the downed crew. 

On the morning of October 7, another attempt was made to insert a ground SAR team. However, the SAR 
pilots noticed a change in position in the aircraft wreckage, and the SAR aircraft was receiving continuous 
beeper signals from the ground. Since this continuous beeper signal was not compatible with established 
emergency radio procedures, the SAR flight leader directed that the site was probably a trap and withdrew 
from the area. Both crewmembers were declared Missing In Action. 

Graffe and Cunningham are among nearly 3000 Americans who were missing, prisoner or unaccounted 
for in Southeast Asia at the end of the war. Unlike the MIAs from other wars, most of these men can be 
accounted for. 

Tragically, over 10,000 reports relating to missing Americans in Southeast Asia have been received by the 
U.S., convincing many authorities that hundreds of men are still alive in captivity, yet freedom for them 
seems beyond our grasp. 

mailto:mrjmrj1971@hotmail.com
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CHARLES ALVA DALE  

 
MAJ - O4 - Army - Reserve 

USARV 

His tour began on Jun 9, 1965 
Casualty was on Dec 6, 1978 

In , SOUTH VIETNAM 
Non-Hostile, died missing, FIXED WING - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was not recovered 

Panel 02E - Line 2 
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Deb Strange 
dastrange@worldnet.att.net 
Adopted POW/MIA 

On 9 June 1965, Charles A. Dale, pilot departed Vung Tau Airfield on a reconnaissance mission. His last 
communication took place 87 minutes after takeoff and placed him over Vung Tau, which was located on 
the coast of South Vietnam approximately 35 miles southeast of Saigon and notified the Communications 
Center that he was heading to a second mission area in Vinh Binh Province. This was the last radio 
communication Saigon's Control Center had with Charles. Somewhere over the U Minh forest the aircraft 
disappeared and was not heard from again. When formal search efforts were terminated, Charles was 
listed Missing in Action. Almost immediately after the loss, intelligence reports of sightings of unnamed 
Caucasians who had been captured by the VC and were being held in a prison camp in the general area of 
where Charles Dale went down were received by the US military. These reports continued to surface well 
into 1970. Based on these multiple independent reports, there is no doubt that Charles Dale was seen 
alive by several Controlled American Sources (CAS), and he was in the hands of the Viet Cong. In April 
1991 the US government released a list of Prisoners of War and Missing in Action who were known to be 
alive in enemy hands and for whom there is no evidence that he or she died in captivity. This list commonly 
referred to today as the USG's "Last Known Alive" list, included Charles Avra Dale. Charles Avra Dale 
remains unaccounted for to this day. Since the end of the Vietnam War well over 21,000 reports of 
American prisoners, missing and otherwise unaccounted for have been received by our government. 
Military men in Vietnam and Laos were called upon to fly and fight in many dangerous circumstances, and 
they were prepared to be wounded, killed or captured. It probably never occurred to them that they could 
be abandoned by the country they so proudly served. Please join me in not only remembering Charles 
Dale, but also in calling for continued action on the part of our government to account for each one of our 
missing soldiers and to bring them home. 

Monday, February 03, 2003 

Deb Strange 
dastrange@worldnet.att.net 
Adopted POW/MIA 

Since posting this remembrance, I have received the following additional information about Major Dale and 
his crew, Sgt. Demmon: The POW Network report says that "Search and rescue forces sighted two men 
wading out of the water and the Viet Cong capturing them, but positive identification was prevented by 
weather." Task Force Omega says that "SAR efforts failed to find any sign of the Mohawk or its crew." and 
cites a March 1992 Joint Task Force for Full Accounting report that local villagers recovered and buried the 
bodies of both crewmen. The National Army Security Agency Association memorial includes the notation 
that "On 9 June 1965, OV-1C, 61-2687 crashed due to mechanical problems. The pilot died in the crash 
while the observer was taken prisoner by the Vietcong and died while a prisoner." Both Task Force Omega 
and the POW Network cite numerous reports over the years that Dale and/or Demmon were sighted alive 
well into the 1970's and perhaps as late as 1987. According to US Department of Defense records, 
including the current DoD PM-SEA database, Staff Sergeant Demmon was carried as a Prisoner of War 
until the Secretary of the Army approved a Presumptive Finding of Death on 08 Feb 1978. Major Dale was 
never classed as a prisoner but was carried in MIA status until the Secretary of the Army approved a 
Presumptive Finding of Death 6 Dec 1978. Additional, although at times conflicting, information is available 
in the POW Network and Task Force Omega biographies. 

Tuesday, February 04, 2003 

mailto:dastrange@worldnet.att.net
mailto:dastrange@worldnet.att.net
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SYNOPSIS: At 0317 hours on 9 June 1965, then 1st Lt. Charles A. Dale, pilot; and SP4 David S. 
Demmon, electronic sensor operator, departed Vung Tau Airfield in an OV1C (serial #61-2687) on a 
reconnaissance mission. During the first communications check, Charles Dale reported having difficulty 
with his communications system. Radio contact was lost, then regained with Saigon radar control at 0449 
hours. Standard operating procedure for the Mohawk was to periodically fly over a known location to 
update the onboard navigation computer. One such update took place 87 minutes after takeoff and placed 
them over Vung Tau, which was located on the coast of South Vietnam approximately 35 miles southeast 
of Saigon. Charles Dale notified the communications center they were heading to a second mission area in 
Vinh Binh Province. This was the last radio communication Saigon's control center had with 1st Lt. Dale or 
SP4 Demmon. 

Somewhere over the U Minh forest, the aircraft disappeared and was not heard from again. At 0717 hours, 
the aircraft was declared overdue at the estimated time their fuel would have been exhausted. Immediately 
extensive aerial search and rescue (SAR) operations were initiated and centered over an area covered by 
triple canopy jungle and extensive rivers, canals and waterways approximately 50 miles south-southwest 
of Saigon and 10 to 15 miles due east of Vin Loi, Vinh Binh Province, South Vietnam. SAR efforts failed to 
find any sign of the Mohawk or its crew. At the time formal search efforts were terminated, Charles Dale 
and David Demmon were listed Missing in Action. 

Almost immediately after the loss, intelligence reports of sightings of unnamed Caucasians who had been 
captured by the VC and were being held in a prison camp in the general area of the Mohawk's loss were 
received by the US military. These reports were correlated to 1st Lt. Dale and SP4 Demmon and copies of 
the reports were placed in both men's casualty files. 

Some of these communist prison camps were actually way stations the VC used for a variety of reasons. 
Others were regular POW camps. Regardless of size and primary function, conditions in the VC run camps 
frequently included the prisoners' being tied at night to their bamboo bunks anchored by rope to a post in 
their small bamboo shelters. In others they were held in bamboo cages, commonly referred to as tiger 
cages, and in yet other camps the dense jungle itself provided the bars to their cage. There was rarely 
enough food and water to sustain them, and as a result, the Americans suffered from a wide variety of 
illnesses in addition to their injuries and wounds. 

Several intelligence reports relating to 1st Lt. Dale and SP4 Demmon continued to surface well into 1970. 
These reports documented that at times both men were being held together, and at other times were being 
held separately. Based on these multiple independent reports, there is no doubt that both men were seen 
alive by several Controlled American Sources (CAS), and they were in the hands of the Viet Cong. Also in 
1970, a visitor to a Cambodian prison camp claimed to have seen an American named Demmon and that 
person was able to identify David's photograph. During this same time frame, a defector provided the 
phonetic name "Phyan De Mann", which translates to "Family name of De Manh". 

In December 1970, a prisoner identified SP4 Demmon's photograph as the picture of an individual 
imprisoned in a POW camp in Kampong Cham Province, Cambodia. This led to David Demmon's status 
being immediately upgraded from Missing in Action to Prisoner of War. Another report was received in 
March 1971 stating that SP4 Demmon was alive in a prison at Kratie, Cambodia in January 1970. This 
source was given a polygraph that confirmed the information being provided was truthful. 
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In 1987, evidence of a large number of Americans being held in China began to surface in the private 
sector. It was reported that these Americans were the "property" of a number of pro-China Vietnamese 
officials who had fled Vietnam in the wake of a stronger national alliance with the Soviet Union. These 
reports bore a striking resemblance to a number of intelligence reports documenting Charles Alva Dale 
serving as a houseboy for a Chinese General in southern China that were received by the US government 
beginning as early as the late-1970's. 

In April 1991 the US government released a list of Prisoners of War and Missing in Action who were known 
to be alive in enemy hands and for whom there is no evidence that he or she died in captivity. This list, 
commonly referred to today as the USG's "Last Known Alive" list, included both Charles Dale and David 
Demmon. 

In March 1992, a US team from the Joint Task Force for Full Accounting (JTFFA) traveled to Vinh Binh 
Province to investigate this loss incident. Team members interviewed residents living in the reported area 
of loss who provided information about the downing of an American aircraft that the team correlated to the 
OV1C flown by Charles Dale and David Demmon. Local villagers stated that the aircraft crashed, and the 
bodies of the aircraft's two occupants washed up on the shore where they were buried by other local 
residents. The team members were taken to an area where the Americans had been buried, but all efforts 
to locate the reported gravesites were unsuccessful. 

Based on the numerous live sighting reports of SP4 Demmon and 1st Lt. Dale in captivity and being moved 
through several POW camps, there is no doubt they were captured and in under the control of the VC. If 
either soldier died under the direct control of the VC, there is also no question the Vietnamese could be 
return his remains to his family, friends and country any time they had the desire to do so. However, if 
David Demmon and Charles Dale continued to survive, as indicated by the continuing intelligence reports 
collected by our government, their fate, like that of other Americans who remain unaccounted for in 
Southeast Asia, could be quite different. 

Since the end of the Vietnam War well over 21,000 reports of American prisoners, missing and otherwise 
unaccounted for have been received by our government. Many of these reports document LIVE American 
POWs remaining captive throughout Southeast Asia TODAY. 

Military men in Vietnam and Laos were called upon to fly and fight in many dangerous circumstances, and 
they were prepared to be wounded, killed or captured. It probably never occurred to them that they could 
be abandoned by the country they so proudly served. 

While the circumstances of Major Dale's loss are known, there are conflicting accounts with respect to 
what happened to him after his aircraft went down. 

1st Lt Dale and sensor operator SP4 David S. Demmon departed Vung Tau airfield at about 0315 09 Jun 
65 in OV-1C tail number 61-2687. During the flight, 1LT Dale reported difficulties with his communications 
system; radio contact was lost, then regained with Saigon radar control at 0449 hours. At about 0445 the 
aircraft returned overhead Vung Tau for a navigational system update and then reported departing Vung 
Tau for a second mission area in Vinh Binh Province. There were no further communications between the 
aircraft and ground controllers. At 0717 hours, when the aircraft's fuel supply would have been exhausted, 
the aircraft was declared overdue and aerial search and rescue (SAR) operations were initiated, 
concentrating on an area within the U Minh forest south-southwest of Saigon. 

At this point the conflicts begin: 
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•The POW Network report says that "Search and rescue forces sighted two men wading out of the water 
and the Viet Cong capturing them, but positive identification was prevented by weather." 

•Task Force Omega says that "SAR efforts failed to find any sign of the Mohawk or its crew." and cites a 
March 1992 Joint Task Force for Full Accounting report that local villagers recovered and buried the bodies 
of both crewmen. 

•The National Army Security Agency Association memorial includes the notation that "On 9 June 1965, 
OV-1C, 61-2687 crashed due to mechanical problems. The pilot died in the crash while the observer was 
taken prisoner by the Vietcong and died while a prisoner." 

Both Task Force Omega and the POW Network cite numerous reports over the years that Dale and/or 
Demmon were sighted alive well into the 1970's and perhaps as late as 1987. 

According to US Department of Defense records, including the current DoD PM-SEA database, Staff 
Sergeant Demmon was carried as a Prisoner of War until the the Secretary of the Army approved a 
Presumptive Finding of Death on 08 Feb 1978. Major Dale was never classed as a prisoner but was 
carried in MIA status until the Secretary of the Army approved a Presumptive Finding of Death 6 Dec 1978. 

 

SYNOPSIS: At 0317 hours on June 9, 1965, 1Lt. Charles A. Dale, pilot; and SP4 David S. Demmon, 
electronic sensor operator, departed Vung Tau in an OV1C (serial #61-2687) on a mission. The nature of 
the mission is not included in public record, but was undoubtedly a standard battlefield surveillance 
mission, or, as the 765th Transportation Battalion was primarily aircraft maintenance and support, it might 
have been a test of equipment onboard the aircraft. 

The OV1C maintained surveillance using infrared detection equipment and a forward-aimed camera 
(which proved especially useful since the Viet Cong relied heavily on darkness to conceal their activities). 
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Standard procedure for the OV1C was to periodically fly over a known location to update the navigation 
computer. One such update, about 87 minutes after takeoff placed Dale and Demmon over Vung Tau. At 
this time, he was headed to a second mission area in Vinh Binh Province, South Vietnam. 

Somewhere over the U Minh forest, the aircraft was shot down. Search and rescue forces sighted two men 
wading out of the water and the Viet Cong capturing them, but positive identification was prevented by 
weather. However, Demmon and Dale were the only two Americans shot down that day. Dale was 
declared Missing in Action, while Demmon was classified Prisoner of War. It was felt that the enemy knew 
the fates of both men, alive or dead. 

Reports relating to Dale and Demmon were received as late as 1970, both together and separately. Both 
men were seen alive by intelligence sources in the hands of the Viet Cong. One defector provided the 
phonetic name "Phyan De Mann", which translates to "Family name of De Manh" (possibly meaning 
"Demmon"). 

In 1971, Demmon was seen alive in captivity. A Viet Cong guard, who stated that he had guarded 
American POWs from September to December 1965, stated he saw two men he believed to be Demmon 
and Dale in his camp. The families of both men believed they were captured, and eagerly awaited their 
release at the end of the war. 

When the war ended, however, and 591 Americans were released from communist prisons in Souteast 
Aisa, Dale and Demmon were not among them. The Vietnamese never acknowledged their existence, nor 
did their names appear on lists provided by the Vietnamese of prisoners who had died in captivity. 

In 1987, evidence of a large number of Americans being held in China began to surface in the private 
sector. It was said that these Americans were the "property" of a number of pro-China Vietnamese officials 
who had fled Vietnam in the wake of a stronger national sympathy to the Soviet Union. Charles Alva Dale, 
it was said, was serving as a houseboy to one of these officials. 

The reports could not be verified. Dale and Demmon's families still wonder where they are. They don't 
know whether to hope they died that day in June 1965, or to hope they survived, and are alive still. If they 
survived, what must they have gone through? And what must they think of the country they so proudly 
served? 

Charles A. Dale was promoted to the rank of Major and Demmon to the rank of Staff Sergeant during the 
period they were maintained Missing and Prisoner. 
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JACKIE CLYDE DEHART 

 

SP4 - E4 - Army - Selective Service 
1st Cav Division (AMBL) 
Length of service 1 years 

His tour began on Apr 16, 1969 
Casualty was on Aug 29, 1969 

In HUA NGHIA, SOUTH VIETNAM 
NON-HOSTILE, FIXED WING - NONCREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 18W - Line 6 
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Jack "Beetle" Bailey, Cdr., USNR., Ret. 
Barnstormer@netpci.com 
aircraft commander, who spent many hours in the air, with Jackie 
3012, Windstone Ct., Bedford, TX., 76021, USA 
Goodbye, to a friend, a soldier and crewmember 

Jackie was more, than a Specialist, 4th, Class. His was, a First Class Act! I spent, many hours in the 
cockpit with Jackie, looking for "Charlie." Often, we would look, for hours and hours, with no results, but he 
was totally dedicated, to the mission. On those occasions, when we did get a "target," he always 
performed as a true, "professional." I was over the area, on a different mission the night, he went down. 
We searched, we hoped and we prayed for our comrade, in arms. When we determined, that he was in the 
arms of the Lord, we prayed, again and asked why? Nearly 30, years later, I still ask why, but I know that, 
because of his dedication, his devotion, to duty and the courage of his convictions, that he, is now and 
forever, will be in a place of peace, where the brave, courageous and free, are recognized for their sacrifice 
and their devotion, to duty, honor and country. 

Sunday, February 07, 1999 

Jeffrey Bushke 
bushke@compuserve.com 
Fellow vet., Friend, Admirer 
3294, Jefferson Drive, Fairbanks, AK., 99709, USA 
DILIGENCE 

Jackie was diligent. Maturity showed in those young years, when all of us around him, were, so much 
younger. His love, of piano and Floyd Cramer, will always be a memory, when his name comes, to mind. I 
shall never forget, hence, your memory shall continue to burn bright, for the time I walk, these mortal 
shores. I’m grateful for having known you and my life is better for that. We left so much, when we left our 
homes, as children when those of us who left, those far away, shores and returned, to our homes when we 
left, our friends and comrades. A part of me will never return innocence, youth and ideals. Jackie, thanks 
for sharing a part of your life! You will be fondly remembered! 
Tuesday, October 03, 2000 

--- Military --- 
Branch: Army 
Rank: SP4 

Serial Number: 226620556 
Component: Selective Service 

Pay grade: E4 
MOS (Military Occupational Specialty code): 17L20 

--- Action --- 
Start of Tour: Wednesday, April 16, 1969 
Date of Casualty: Friday, August 29, 1969 

Age at time of loss: 24 
Casualty type: (C1) Non-hostile, died of other causes 

Reason: Air loss - Crashed on land (Fixed wing aircraft, non-crew) 

mailto:Barnstormer@netpci.com
mailto:bushke@compuserve.com
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Memory of lost Vietnam War friend stays close to heart 

 
Lake View resident Ed Rohner joins other Carroll County residents at the dedication of the 
extended runway at the Carroll airport in 1994, where a OV-1 Mohawk airplane flew in. 
Rohner’s friend Jackie Dehart died aboard one of those planes when the two were 
working surveillance for the U.S. Army during the Vietnam War. Dehart will be the center 
of a public Memorial Day weekend by tribute Rohner. 

 

Jackie Dehart, of Hampton, Va., died when his OV-1 Mohawk 
airplane crashed when he was working a surveillance mission in 
South Vietnam in 1969. Dehart worked and became friends with 
Lake View resident Ed Rohner, who will pay tribute to Dehart with a 
memorial painted on Freedom Rock on May 29. 

Ed Rohner slid a photograph across the table at the Daily Times Herald and started his interview with two 
simple sentences. 

“This is Jackie Clyde Dehart, a friend of mine. He was killed Aug. 29, 1969, in South Vietnam,” he said. 

By VICTORIA RILEY 
Bee & Herald Editor 
Thursday, April 21, 2011 
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Rohner, a Lake View resident and former Carroll County Ambulance Service paramedic, worked alongside 
Dehart in surveillance for the U.S. Army during the war, before Dehart, of Hampton, Va., died when his 
OV1 Mohawk airplane crashed during a night mission in the Hau Nghia Province. 

“It was a terrible, stormy night, and the speculation at the time was that those thunderstorms were 
responsible for that plane going down,” Rohner said. “The pilot and Jackie both ejected. The pilot survived, 
but Jackie was ejected straight into the ground and died on impact. That’s where my need to keep Jackie’s 
memory alive started back in 1969.” 

Rohner will pay a public tribute to his friend on May 29 — the day before Memorial Day. 

It will start with a banquet at the Des Moines Airport Holiday Inn with guest speaker Larry Spencer, the last 
Iowa prisoner of war to be released from the Hanoi Hilton, where U.S. servicemen were housed, tortured 
and interrogated. 

Following the event, attendees will be bused to the Freedom Rock, located on Highway 25 just south of the 
exit off I-80, with an escort by The American Legion Riders, to see artist Ray “Bubba” Sorensen II’s painted 
tribute to Dehart on the Vietnam side of the rock. 

“I have vocalists lined up to sing the national anthem that day at the Freedom Rock,” he said. “Then there 
will be a fly-over by a Mohawk owned by a man in Council Bluffs that I talk to earlier in the year.” 

After leaving the rock, the bus will travel to the Iowa Aviation Museum at the Greenfield Airport and the 
Iowa Veterans National Cemetery. 

The deadline to register for the trip is May 1. The fee is $15 per person, plus $25 for the banquet and a $20 
bus fee, which includes the $3 admission to museum. 

For more information or to register, contact Rohner at cyclebear@rocketmail.com, with “Freedom Rock 
and the Mohawk” in the subject line. Registration fees can be mailed to P.O. Box 346, Lake View, Iowa 
51450. 

A battlefield may seem like an unlikely place to fashion a friendship, but that’s what happened for Rohner. 

“There were four of us who were really close when we were over there — Jackie from Virginia, Ron 
Wheeler from Georgia, Gene Walker from Alabama, and me from Iowa,” he said. “We were kind of an 
unlikely force of four, but that ended the night of Aug. 29, 1969. 

“I was sitting in the barracks. My surveillance mission was supposed to go off at 11 p.m. We would fly four-
hour night missions, five or six nights a week. As long as one of us was up on a mission, the other three 
would not go to bed because we knew our fourth shadow was still out there.” 

Then, the fourth shadow disappeared. 

“At about 9:30 p.m. on Aug. 29, 1969, somebody came in my barracks and said, ‘Rohner, get your butt up 
now,’” he recalled. “I told them I wasn’t scheduled to go till 11 p.m., but he said I had to go now because 
Jackie’s plane went down. We went off right away to find him, but you can imagine the fear that ran through 
me.” 

Unfortunately, a search of the crash site yielded no sign that Dehart had survived. 

mailto:cyclebear@rocketmail.com
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“We carried emergency beepers that could be set up to go off and let people know we were still alive if we 
went down,” Rohner said. “So I’m straining and imagining that I hear the beeper, but I never did. We stayed 
over that particular area for about an hour, and then we had to go off and take care of our own mission.” 
From that point on, Rohner developed a new mission –– to keep Dehart’s memory alive. 

“I’ve carried Jackie in my heart and in my mind all these years and I always will,” he said. “I finally made a 
trip to the Vietnam Wall (monument in Washington, D.C.) in October of 1989, and found Jackie’s name 
but it was too high up to get a rubbing (of Dehart’s inscribed name). 

“When I came home from that trip I wrote about it, about how things started that night in 1969, and now 
having gone to the wall to see Jackie I could say I was done with what I had to do. My mission was 
accomplished,” he said. 

But that wasn’t true, Rohner learned. As a member of the OV-1 Mohawk Association, Rohner attends a 
yearly gathering, which in 1997 was held at Fort Monroe, Va. 

“I decided I would research Hampton, Va., and find Jackie’s family before we left,” he said. “On the 
Internet I found the Hampton Daily Press, which looked like a good place to start. 

“I called them and said I was looking for an obituary for Jackie Clyde Dehart. I talked to a lady in their 
library section, who found the obituary for me, and it arrived in the mail on a Friday,” he said. “I read about 
his family, he was one of two children. His sister’s name was Ramona. His mom’s name was Donna 
Stafford, and her husband’s name was Al Stafford. I thought, ‘OK, now I’ve got something I can work with.’” 

He tracked down the Staffords’ phone number and address via the Internet and called. 

“(Jackie’s) mom answered the phone, and I told her my name was Ed Rohner and that I had been 
stationed with the 73rd Surveillance Airplane Company in South Vietnam in 1969,” Rohner recalled. “She 
interrupted me and said her son was killed in Vietnam in 1969. I asked if her son was Jackie Clyde Dehart, 
and she said he was. I told her that her son was a dear friend of mine, and she got her husband on the 
phone and we went off on a 45-minute emotional roller coaster. 

“I told them that Ron, Gene and I and the Mohawk Association are coming down in September and we 
would like to see them and Jackie’s sister, who was still in the area too.” 

The trip to Hampton, Va., with his Vietnam buddies to meet the Deharts turned into Rohner finding close 
friends. 

“I keep in touch with Ramona, and we talk at different occasions throughout the year,” he said. “In August 
1999, we made a whirlwind trip. Myself, my wife Roxie, her son Tony, Ron, Gene, Beetle Bailey, Mona, her 
husband and their two kids all went to the Vietnam Wall together. 

“Going to the Wall itself is emotional the first time around, and I thought I had things under control, but 
going with Jackie’s sister and her family and the guys it was a pretty emotionally packed trip.” 

They made that trip to the Vietnam Wall once more on Aug. 29, 2009 — 40 years after Jackie’s death. 

Nineteen months of scoping out targets in South Vietnam as part of the U.S. Army’s surveillance in the 
1960s, and Rohner said he knows that he was lucky in ways so many other soldiers were not. 
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“I was double-lucky. I was lucky, first of all, because I came home from Vietnam at the age of 21. I was 
lucky second of all because when I finished basic training I had orders that I would leave the next day to go 
to Oklahoma and go into artillery,” he said. “Well, my orders got changed and I got held over at Fort Lewis 
(Wash.) for about a week. Then I got my orders to go to Arizona. The length of the training in Arizona was 
such that when I came home they had started what was called an early-out. If you had 150 days or less left 
on your two years, you could get out of the Army when you got home. 

“I got orders to come home, and I looked at the date and I counted back. I counted it over and over, and 
other guys counted it for me too, and we kept coming up with 149, so I had a choice. I could be home for 
Christmas in 1969 and stay in the service till June, or I could stay in till January and get out when I came 
home. 

“I wrote my mom a letter and said, ‘You’re going to hold Christmas till January.’ That’s why I say I was 
double-lucky.” 

Unfortunately, Jackie wasn’t as fortunate, Rohner said. 

“I was sitting and looking at Jackie’s picture once. He was a handsome young man,” he said. “In one way, 
he’s lucky. Everybody’s going to remember him as a handsome young man. What are they going to 
remember me as? He has one up on me there, but that’s not really an even trade, now is it?” 

When Rohner came home, he left the OV-1 Mohawk back in Vietnam, until one showed up in Carroll in 
1994 for the dedication of the airport’s extended runway. 

“It was special for me to have it here because it was a chance to go for a ride in that thing,” he said. 
“When I got done with that ride that day and got back into town, I called my buddy Ron Wheeler. I said, 
‘Ron, guess what I just did. I just went for a ride in an OV-1 Mohawk.’” 

The flight brought back memories for Rohner, but not fear, even after what happened to Dehart. 

“The night of Jackie’s accident, we didn’t know why they went down in that perfectly safe airplane, and if 
you look Jackie up on the Vietnam Wall he’s listed as non-hostile,” Rohner said. “I’m not sure they ever 
made a 100 percent determination of what happened, so I really had no more fears going up in that plane 
than I would have had any other time.” 
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ROBERT BRUCE DE MELLO  

 

SP4 - E4 - Army - Regular 

Length of service 1 years 
His tour began on Jan 5, 1967 
Casualty was on Jun 3, 1967 

In , SOUTH VIETNAM 
Non-Hostile, died missing, FIXED WING - NONCREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 21E - Line 43 

Ronald Turner 
rgturner4@hotmail.com 
Good Friend & Cousin 
1568 E. Colonial Pkwy, Roseville California 95661 United States 

Hey Cuz, well been 3 yrs. almost to the day sense last message. All is well here. Think about you always, 
you are in my heart and in my prayers. Going to visit a traveling Vietnam Veterans memorial in Fair Oaks 
CA. today with 2 other Vets who are also part of my golf foursome. Good people, one x Air Force and the 
other x Marine. Love you and God Bless Ron 
May 28, 2013 

mailto:rgturner4@hotmail.com


OV1-Mohawk 
Honor Roll 

Those Who Served - 37 

Ronald Turner 
rgturner4@hotmail.com 
'Good Friend and Cousin' 
1568 E. Colonial Pkwy, Roseville CA 95661 USA 
Patriot, Hero, Good Friend 

Hey Bobby, sorry it took so long to write this note, no excuses. Think about you often, miss you. The words 
'Freedom Isn't Free' has always been very true and you paid the ultimate price. This Memorial Day 5/31/ 
2010 Darlene and I will visit the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Sacramento and touch your name, 
something I've wanted to do for a long time. You know me, I get emotional very easily but it's something I 
need to do. Take care ........... Ron 
May 29, 2010 

Oscar Moraida, Jr. 
bigofishbone@aol.com 
high school friend 
2796 Mankas Blvd. Fairfield, CA 94534 USA 
remember you often 
I remember you often. rest in peace, bro. 
Nov 3, 2007 

Victoria Murphy 
victoria.murphy@sunhealth.org 
sister 
17417, W. Rimrock Street, Surprise, AZ., 85374, USA 
Think of you, often big brother, although I was a 4, year old, I have wonderful memories, of a handsome 
and talented young man. I know, I will see you again, one day. 
Monday, June 06, 2005 

Oscar Moraida Jr. 
bigofishbone@aol.com 
High school friend, very good friend 
2796, Mankas Blvd., Fairfield, CA, 94533, USA 
Cool Bob, who beat me, out, as the football, team punter! 
Wednesday, June 20, 2001 

FRIEND INDEED!! 
Posted on 11/28/13 
I WAS IN VIETNAM 66-67, Hotel Co. 2nd Bn 3rd Marines Weapons Plt. 

While in the field I rec'd a letter from home and news dispatch with picture 
of you. I was so sorry to hear that you had fallen. 

I remember walking to Irvington HS and you stopped to give me a ride in 
your '55 Chevy. I also remember the gears getting jammed up on the way. 

You were one of the true "Good Guys". You were everybody's friend. 

I still have the letter and news photo and think of you often even after almost 50 years. 

mailto:rgturner4@hotmail.com
mailto:bigofishbone@aol.com
mailto:victoria.murphy@sunhealth.org
mailto:bigofishbone@aol.com
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Your Friend, 
Tom Cotton 
I will always remember 

Posted on 11/11/13 - by Don Franks, USN 
As a fellow veteran and friend Bob, I think of you often and our high school days and playing baseball in 
the summer. You are missed. Thanks for being part of my life and leaving me with many fond memories. 

Childhood friend 
Posted on 9/21/13 - by Debbie Reese 
Fondly remembered as "Bobby" I will never forget you! 

We Remember 
Posted on 6/30/08 - by Robert Sage rsage@austin.rr.com 
Robert is buried at Holy Sepulcher Cemetery, Fremont, CA. 

mailto:rsage@austin.rr.com
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DAVID STANLEY DEMMON  

 
SSGT - E6 - Army - Regular 

1st AVN BDE 

His tour began on Jun 9, 1965 
Casualty was on Feb 8, 1978 

In , SOUTH VIETNAM 
Hostile, died captured, FIXED WING - CREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was not recovered 

Panel 02E - Line 2 

SYNOPSIS: At 0317 hours on 9 June 1965, 1st Lt. Charles A. Dale, pilot; and then SP4 David S. 
Demmon, electronic sensor operator, departed Vung Tau Airfield in an OV1C (serial #61-2687) on a 
reconnaissance mission. During the first communications check, Charles Dale reported having difficulty 
with his communications system. Radio contact was lost, then regained with Saigon radar control at 0449 
hours. Standard operating procedure for the Mohawk was to periodically fly over a known location to 
update the onboard navigation computer. One such update took place 87 minutes after takeoff and placed 
them over Vung Tau, which was located on the coast of South Vietnam approximately 35 miles southeast 
of Saigon. Charles Dale notified the communications center they were heading to a second mission area in 
Vinh Binh Province. This was the last radio communication Saigon's control center had with 1st Lt. Dale or 
SP4 Demmon. 
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Somewhere over the U Minh forest, the aircraft disappeared and was not heard from again. At 0717 hours, 
the aircraft was declared overdue at the estimated time their fuel would have been exhausted. Immediately 
extensive aerial search and rescue (SAR) operations were initiated and centered over an area covered by 
triple canopy jungle and extensive rivers, canals and waterways approximately 50 miles south-southwest 
of Saigon and 10 to 15 miles due east of Vin Loi, Vinh Binh Province, South Vietnam. SAR efforts failed to 
find any sign of the Mohawk or its crew. At the time formal search efforts were terminated, Charles Dale 
and David Demmon were listed Missing in Action. 

Almost immediately after the loss, intelligence reports of sightings of unnamed Caucasians who had been 
captured by the VC and were being held in a prison camp in the general area of the Mohawk's loss were 
received by the US military. These reports were correlated to 1st Lt. Dale and SP4 Demmon and copies of 
the reports were placed in both men's casualty files. 

Some of these communist prison camps were actually way stations the VC used for a variety of reasons. 
Others were regular POW camps. Regardless of size and primary function, conditions in the VC run camps 
frequently included the prisoners' being tied at night to their bamboo bunks anchored by rope to a post in 
their small bamboo shelters. In others they were held in bamboo cages, commonly referred to as tiger 
cages, and in yet other camps the dense jungle itself provided the bars to their cage. There was rarely 
enough food and water to sustain them, and as a result, the Americans suffered from a wide variety of 
illnesses in addition to their injuries and wounds. 

Several intelligence reports relating to 1st Lt. Dale and SP4 Demmon continued to surface well into 1970. 
These reports documented that at times both men were being held together, and at other times were being 
held separately. Based on these multiple independent reports, there is no doubt that both men were seen 
alive by several Controlled American Sources (CAS), and they were in the hands of the Viet Cong. Also in 
1970, a visitor to a Cambodian prison camp claimed to have seen an American named Demmon and that 
person was able to identify David's photograph. During this same time frame, a defector provided the 
phonetic name "Phyan De Mann", which translates to "Family name of De Manh". 

In December 1970, a prisoner identified SP4 Demmon's photograph as the picture of an individual 
imprisoned in a POW camp in Kampong Cham Province, Cambodia. This led to David Demmon's status 
being immediately upgraded from Missing in Action to Prisoner of War. Another report was received in 
March 1971 stating that SP4 Demmon was alive in a prison at Kratie, Cambodia in January 1970. This 
source was given a polygraph that confirmed the information being provided was truthful. 

In 1987, evidence of a large number of Americans being held in China began to surface in the private 
sector. It was reported that these Americans were the "property" of a number of pro-China Vietnamese 
officials who had fled Vietnam in the wake of a stronger national alliance with the Soviet Union. These 
reports bore a striking resemblance to a number of intelligence reports documenting Charles Alva Dale 
serving as a houseboy for a Chinese General in southern China that were received by the US government 
beginning as early as the late-1970's. 

In April 1991 the US government released a list of Prisoners of War and Missing in Action who were known 
to be alive in enemy hands and for whom there is no evidence that he or she died in captivity. This list, 
commonly referred to today as the USG's "Last Known Alive" list, included both Charles Dale and David 
Demmon. 
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In March 1992, a US team from the Joint Task Force for Full Accounting (JTFFA) traveled to Vinh Binh 
Province to investigate this loss incident. Team members interviewed residents living in the reported area 
of loss who provided information about the downing of an American aircraft that the team correlated to the 
OV1C flown by Charles Dale and David Demmon. Local villagers stated that the aircraft crashed, and the 
bodies of the aircraft's two occupants washed up on the shore where they were buried by other local 
residents. The team members were taken to an area where the Americans had been buried, but all efforts 
to locate the reported gravesites were unsuccessful. 

Based on the numerous live sighting reports of SP4 Demmon and 1st Lt. Dale in captivity and being moved 
through several POW camps, there is no doubt they were captured and in under the control of the VC. If 
either soldier died under the direct control of the VC, there is also no question the Vietnamese could be 
return his remains to his family, friends and country any time they had the desire to do so. However, if 
David Demmon and Charles Dale continued to survive, as indicated by the continuing intelligence reports 
collected by our government, their fate, like that of other Americans who remain unaccounted for in 
Southeast Asia, could be quite different. 

Since the end of the Vietnam War well over 21,000 reports of American prisoners, missing and otherwise 
unaccounted for have been received by our government. Many of these reports document LIVE American 
POWs remaining captive throughout Southeast Asia TODAY. 

Military men in Vietnam and Laos were called upon to fly and fight in many dangerous circumstances, and 
they were prepared to be wounded, killed or captured. It probably never occurred to them that they could 
be abandoned by the country they so proudly served. 
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JOSEPH CLARENCE DOYLE  

 

CAPT - O3 - Army - Regular 
525th MI Grp, USARV 

Length of service 6 years 
His tour began on Dec 6, 1967 
Casualty was on Feb 28, 1968 

In , SOUTH VIETNAM 
HOSTILE, FIXED WING - NONCREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 41E - Line 63 

I was Joe Doyle's fellow officer in Vietnam, and we lived in the same residence hotel, named the Na Hai 
Diao. We both served at the MACV headquarters building at Tan Son Nhut Airport. Joe occupied the 
largest room at the hotel, a corner room with a large wooden bar. I remember his excitement when he was 
appointed as "G-2, Air" for the U.S. Army Division in the southern corps area (IV Corps). It was an 
indication of how well respected he was by both his fellow junior officers and his superiors. It meant that he 
had a ticket out of the headquarters and into the field. He was beside himself with joy. He left me 
possession of his room at the hotel, as well as a footlocker of personal belongings that he asked me to 
keep for him. I readily agreed, and moved into the spacious room ASAP. 
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Days later I learned that Joe had been on a familiarization flight over his Corp area in a U.S. Army Mohawk 
airplane, when it was struck by ground fire. We were all stunned by the news that he had been killed in the 
incident. The hotel staff was devastated; the proprietress cried real tears. Days later I delivered his 
personal effects that remained in the room to his office at MACV. I did not know at the time that Joe was 
from Pennsylvania. Yet today, I still have a hand written note from Joe Doyle, Captain, USA. 
Richard R Elofson, Major, USAR, Retired. 
DickElof@aol.com DOYLE, JOSEPH C 

You Went In My Place 
Posted on 8/9/12 - by Anonymous 

You were scheduled to fly an orientation with Cpt. Steve Popkin and you were late getting to the Can Tho 
Airfield. I chewed your butt a little then let you fly instead of me. You and Steve never returned alive. I was 
there when the chopper brought your bodies back - I cried. Although I did not know you, you were a fellow 
soldier and you gave your life for me. 

CPT USA 
DATE OF BIRTH: 04/28/1939 
DATE OF DEATH: 02/28/1968 
BURIED AT: SECTION 7 SITE 10058-10 
ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY 

mailto:DickElof@aol.com
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CLAYTON ALLEN FANNIN  

 

CAPT - 2 - Army - Regular 

Length of service 4 years 
Casualty was on Jan 10, 1963 

In , SOUTH VIETNAM 
Hostile, died while missing, FIXED WING - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 01E - Line 16 
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Woman Told Husband Fell In Viet Nam 

As Tacoma joined the nation in mourning the late President today a young Tacoma mother carried an extra 
burden of grief. Mrs. Rosalyn Fannin, 410 S. 58th St., learned that the body of her long-missing husband 
had been found in Viet Nam. First Lt. Clayton Fannin, 25, disappeared 10 Jan (1963) while on a scouting 
mission in a light plane over Viet Cong territory. He had been officially listed as missing ever since, while 
Mrs. Fannin prayed he might be found alive. But today, all threads of hope were cut. Mrs. Fannin's father, a 
Navy officer, was killed in World War II. Her mother and brother drowned in a boating accident last 
summer. Her year-old daughter, Rosemary Anne, is the sole family remaining for Mrs. Fannin. Rosemary 
had never seen her father. Lt. Fannin was a graduate of the U. S. Military Academy at West Point. His 
parents live in Bakersfield CA. (Tacoma News Tribune, Tacoma WA, 25 Nov 1963 ) 

To Be Buried at Arlington First Lt. Clayton Allen Fannin, 25, former Tacoma Army officer who died in a 
South Viet Nam air crash, will be buried in Arlington National Cemetery, 22 Jan (1964) with full military 
honors. His widow, Mrs. Rosalyn Fannin, who lives at 410 S. 58th in Tacoma, will be flown to Washington 
to take part in the ceremony. The dead serviceman also leaves a daughter, Rosemary Anne, age 13 
months. Lt. Fannin vanished on an aerial reconnaissance mission in South Viet Nam on 10 Jan 1963. He 
was listed as missing until 9 Dec (1963), when the wreckage of his plane was discovered and the remains 
identified. He was a 1959 graduate of the U. S. Military Academy at West Point and was a member of the 
4th Aviation Company at Fort Lewis before being transferred overseas. A special DeMolay service for Lt. 
Fannin will be held in his home town, Bakersfield CA., Sunday. His parents, Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Fannin, of 
Bakersfield, will attend. (Tacoma News Tribune, Tacoma WA, 28 Dec 1963) 

Great "Big Brother" 
Posted on 3/27/01 - by Doris Hopwood Dunham 

I remember Clayton as a "big brother" to me and his sister, Mary Jo, when we followed him through high 
school (East Bakersfield High.) I remember that Clayton was admired by all students for his academics, his 
friendship, and his leadership. Unlike some others who were in ROTC, he was never considered to be 
weird. He was the manager of the student store and treated everyone with respect. When he came to our 
graduation in his West Point whites, everyone was impressed and felt that we had been blessed by his 
presence. Truly our nation lost a great leader and a great man. 
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WILLIAM EARL FOSTER JR  

 

SP4 - E4 - Army - Selective Service 
1st AVN BDE 

Length of service 1 years 
His tour began on Dec 11, 1967 
Casualty was on Sep 12, 1968 

In PHUOC TUY, SOUTH VIETNAM 
NON-HOSTILE, FIXED WING - CREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 44W - Line 37 

We Remember 
Posted on 12/7/10 - by Robert Sage rsage@austin.rr.com 
William is buried at Brookdale Cemetery, Elyria, OH 

 

mailto:rsage@austin.rr.com
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IAN JACK FRANKS  

 

SP4 - E4 - Army - Selective Service 
1st AVN BDE 

Length of service 1 years 
His tour began on Mar 23, 1968 
Casualty was on Mar 23, 1968 

In PHONG DINH, SOUTH VIETNAM 
Non-Hostile, died missing, FIXED WING - NONCREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was not recovered 

Panel 45E - Line 63 

38 Years Later 
Posted on 2/28/06 - by Richard Westlake DHawk43@Direcway.com 

My personal relationship with Ian in '67-'68 was unique. Little did I know that 35 years later, I would speak 
to his niece and parents on the phone, and meet his brother in Las Vegas at the OV-1 Mohawk Reunion in 
2005. It was an honor and privilege serving with Ian, and an honor and privilege to know some of his 
family. God bless you all, and peace be with you. 

SYNOPSIS: On March 23, 1968 Major Masaki Hattori, the pilot, and SP4 Ian Franks, observer, were flying 
an OV1C (tail #603756) when their aircraft, in an effort to avoid a mid-air collision with two U.S. Navy 
helicopters, crashed into the Hau Giang River near Can Tho, South Vietnam. 

Eyewitnesses to the crash confirmed that neither crewmember bailed out. After a 4 day extensive search, 
some aircraft wreckage was found, along with 2 shattered flight helmets with bits of hair and tissue 
attached. A medical analyst examined the helmets and concluded that no one could have survived 

mailto:DHawk43@Direcway.com
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the crash. 

Leaflets were distributed along the river banks, but no additional leads or information was forthcoming. 
Franks and Hattori were classified as killed, but as their remains were not found, they are listed among the 
missing. 
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JAMES WAYNE GATES  

 

LTC - O5 - Army - Reserve 
MACV Advisors 

His tour began on Apr 5, 1966 
Casualty was on Oct 28, 1977 

In LZ, LAOS 
Hostile, died while missing, FIXED WING - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was not recovered 

Panel 06E - Line 89 

SYSOPSIS: On April 6, 1966, Capt. James W. Gates, pilot, and Capt. John W. Lafayette, observer, 
departed Hue/Phu Bai airfield at 1540 hours in an OV1A Mohawk (serial #63-1377) as number 2 aircraft 
on a visual reconnaissance mission over Laos. Number one aircraft was an OV1A flown by Capt. Harry 
Duensing and observer SP5 Larry Johnson. 

At about 1648 hours, the U.S. Air Force airborne command post, Hillsborough, received a mayday from 
the two OV1 aircraft, and dispatched two FAC in the area for an immediate search for the two downed air 
crews. At 1730 hours, the aircrews were on the ground about 1 kilometer apart. One of the FAC's 
established radio contact with both crews, who reported that they were all okay. 

Duensing's aircraft had been hit by enemy ground fire, and Gates and Lafayette began flying cover for the 
other crew. Gates' plane was hit immediately. All four men safely ejected from their planes in the vicinity of 
502-Charlie and were in radio contact with air cover. Duensing and Johnson were evacuated safely, and 
radio contact continued for 1 1/2 hours before contact was lost with Gates and Lafayette. Their last 
transmission reported that they were being surrounded by Viet Cong. It is believed that both men were 
captured. 
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PROJECT X 
SUMMARY SELECTION RATIONALE 

NAMES: GATES James W., CPT, USA 
LA FAYETTE, John, CPT, USA 
OFFICIAL STATUS: GATES - MISSING 
LA FAYETTE - DEAD, BODY NOT RECOVERED 
CASE SUMMARY: SEE ATTACHED 

RATIONALE FOR SELECTION: Search and rescue forces established radio communications with both 
officers, who reported that they were all right, although the enemy was closing in around them. No 
correlated reports have been received subsequent to the incident date to indicate were either that 
CPT Gates and CPT La Fayette were either captured or dead. 

REFNO: 0297 22 Apr 76 

(U) CASE SUMMARY 

1. On 6 April 1966, CPT James W. Gates, pilot, and CPT John La Fayette observer, departed Phu Bai 
Airfield -RVN at 1540 hours local in an OV1 #63-13117, as number two in a flight of two aircraft on a 
reconnaissance mission over Laos. At about 1648 hours the USAF Airborne Command Post 
(Hillsborro)received a "Mayday" radio transmission from the two OV1's.Two Forward Air Controllers 
(FAC) in the area began an immediate search for the two downed aircrews. (Ref 1) 

2. At about 1730 hours the two aircrews were seen on the ground about one kilometer apart. One of the 
FAC's established radio contact with both crews who reported that they were OK. While awaiting the arrival 
of the rescue helicopters the two FAC's began directing air strikes into the area to suppress hostile fire. At 
about 1815 hours Capt’s Gates and La Fayetteradioed that the VC were closing in on them. Shortly after, 
radio contact was lost. (Ref 1) 

3. At 1850 hours the crew of the other OV1 was rescued and a visual search of the last known location of 
CPT Gates and CPT La Fayette was made by a rescue helicopter, but neither officer was seen. Both 
rescue helicopters received extensive damage from enemy fire. Search and rescue efforts were 
resumed the next day from 0638 hours to 1300 hours. They were unsuccessful and were suspended. (Ref 
1) 

4. The location of the incident is given as grid coordinates XD 803 033. (Ref 2) 

5. During the existence of JCRC, the hostile threat in the area precluded any visits to or ground inspections 
of the sites involved in this case.This individual's name and identifying data were turned over to Four-Party 
Joint Military Team with a request for any information available. No response was forthcoming. CPT Gates 
is currently carried in the status of Missing. 
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DENNIS LEE GILES  

 

SP4 - E4 - Army - Selective Service 
1st AVN BDE 

Length of service 1 years 
His tour began on Mar 15, 1968 
Casualty was on Sep 24, 1968 

In THUA THIEN, SOUTH VIETNAM 
NON-HOSTILE, HELICOPTER - NONCREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 42W - Line 5 

Jack Wall Mary Kay Wall 
jandmwall@charter.net 
1965 classmate / friend 
13695 MacClain NE Gowen, MI 49326 USA 
Dennis you are warmly remembered 

I tried to write several things but nothing sounded right to me. Then I thought why not say what I would 
say if you were standing in front of me. ... Dennis it's been a long time since we've seen you. We've 
missed you. You look so young and you have all your hair! You probably don't recognize us, but we're the 
same couple you sat with at the Legion in 1965 on graduation night. We've been married 44 years. Only 
you and we know what this means - thanks for your kindness on that night. You will never be forgotten. 
May 25, 2011 

mailto:jandmwall@charter.net
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Tom Cavener 
tcavener@cot.net 
Fellow flight crewman 
2627 Ponderosa Rd. 
Dorris, CA 96023 USA 

Dennis was killed in a takeoff accident, caused by aircraft malfunction. He was flying as a TO (Technical 
Observer) in the right seat of a Grumman OV-1 Mohawk (Fixed Wing Aircraft). His memory was honored in 
the presence of his parents at the 9th reunion of the OV-1 Mohawk Association in Las Vegas, NV in 
October of 1998. 
Tuesday, October 19, 1999 

Dear Dennis, 
Posted for: DENNIS LEE GILES: 

I did not know you very well personally, as I had been your Commander for only a few days. I do 
remember, however, the many men who told me what a good soldier you had been in the unit, and that you 
had been their good friend and were a "real nice guy". The manner in which you performed your duties 
directly contributed to our unit receiving the Valorous Unit Award for extraordinary heroism as an entire 
unit. I am proud that you were a member of the 131st Aviation Company at Phu Bai, RVN. 

I had the wonderful opportunity to meet and visit with your parents in 1998 over a period of three days, 
along with your good buddy from our unit, Steve Easley. Your Mom and Dad are still so very proud of you 
as their son and proud of your deeds as a soldier. They still miss you very much. When your Mother 
hugged me and asked me if I had been kind to you and made your days in the unit happy, I told her that I 
thought I had. Your Mom and Dad and I still keep in touch via e-mail, and I hope to visit with them again 
soon. 

You died a hero, Dennis, and it was an honor to have served with you. 
Posted by: LTC (Ret) Gary O. Alton (Photo Credit) 
Relationship: We served together 
Wednesday, October 10, 2001 

Gave your Most ! 
Posted for: DENNIS LEE GILES: 
Dennis we know you had to give "Your Most" 
No matter what the cost-- 
Even if it meant...your young life could be lost. 
You died that your Country might always be free-- 
But, you gained a Home in Heaven for all Eternity! 
Sadly missed by Mom, Dad and brother, Rory 
Posted by: Hilda Giles 
Relationship: He is my son 
Monday, April 23, 2001 

mailto:tcavener@cot.net
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Time Passes, 
Posted for: DENNIS LEE GILES: 
life has had many changes, but you will always remain my handsome, witty, and brave 21 year old hero. 
You still live within my heart and I am proud to call you my cousin. 

Love ya always, 

Bonnie 

Posted by: Bonnie Christensen 
Email: 
Relationship: Other: 
Thursday, May 10, 2001 

Miss you ~~ 
Posted for: DENNIS LEE GILES: 
Dennis, Our lives are still empty without you -although you are in our hearts and thoughts every minute of 
every day. Love you dearly, Mom and Dad 
Posted by: 
Email: hagiles@iserv.net 
Relationship: Parents 
Saturday, September 30, 2006 

mailto:hagiles@iserv.net
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Tribute to a friend  

I met Dennis nearly 40 years ago in the fall of 1967. It was at Fort 
Huachuca, Arizona and we were fresh out of Basic Training. Our MOS 
orders said "Airborne Radar Operator and Repair". That was the Army's 
(bad) version of a job description, and for a while no one knew what it 
meant. I honestly thought that we'd be jumping out of an airplane with a 
piece of electronic equipment on our backs. We soon found out that we 
would be trained to operate the navigation and surveillance equipment 
on the Army's OV-1 Mohawk. None of us had ever heard of a Mohawk 
but I was happy to learn that we didn't have to jump out of it. There were 
14 other (great) guys in our class but Dennis was unique. He was the 
All-American kid from the Midwest that everyone really liked. While we 
were at Ft Huachuca, he married his girlfriend from back home. Dennis 
made the mistake of telling us they had worked together in a grocery 
store. Naturally, we used to tease him about the "match made in 
heaven"....she was the check-out girl, and he was the bag boy. Dennis 
was like a living Norman Rockwell painting. We graduated from training 
and got our "wings" on February 9, 1968. That afternoon we were told 
that all 16 of us were going to 

Viet Nam....big surprise. There were four of us from our class that were assigned to the 131st at Phu Bai. 
Chuck Holden, Rick Holland, Dennis and me. Although the 131st had the reputation of being the best Mohawk 
unit in South Vietnam, it also had the reputation of losing the most airplanes, pilots and observers. We were 
about as far north as you could get and still be in South Vietnam. Six months into our tour Dennis decided to 
take his R&R. The married guys were able to choose Hawaii because they could meet their wives for a few 
days. Within hours of his return to the 131st, Dennis was killed. I think his wife was still on the way back 
home to Michigan when it happened. His death was a shock to us all and for me personally, it was a 
turning point. For many reasons Vietnam and the rest of my life would never be the same. Today is Monday, 
May 28, Memorial Day 2007. I’m sitting at my desk, at home, typing this note. On days like today many of 
my thoughts are the what if kind. What if Dennis had lived? What would his life be like? Kids? Grandkids? 
Career? Would we have stayed in touch? Finally, as I look at my office wall, I think to myself what if there 
was a recent picture of Dennis and me hanging there instead of the rubbing from The Wall that reads 
DENNIS L GILES - Steve Easley 
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JOHN GEORGE GRAF 

 

LCDR - O4 - Navy - Regular 

His tour began on Nov 15, 1969 
Casualty was on Feb 1, 1978 

In VINH BINH, SOUTH VIETNAM 
Hostile, died captured, FIXED WING - NONCREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was not recovered 

Panel 16W - Line 79 

TRAN VAN TRA AND THE "LAST POW" (1973) 
South Vietnam 
John G. Graf 

On November 15, 1969, Commander Graf, a U.S. Navy intelligence officer, was accompanying U.S. Army 
Captain Robert White on a flight south of Saigon. Their aircraft was hit by hostile small arms fire and 
crashed along the coast in Vinh Binh Province. Both crewmen parachuted to safety, were captured by local 
guerilla forces, and held in a provincial level prison. Both crewmen were initially reported as missing and 
then reclassified as POWs. 

Commander Graf escaped from the prison circa February 1971 and was never seen again by Captain 
White. Captain White survived in the Vinh Binh prison. In 1972, a captured People's Army of Vietnam 
document from Military Region 3 in the southern Vietnam delta identified him as the only American POW in 
captivity in the delta who had not been evacuated to the Region 3 Headquarters controlled prison in the U-
Minh mangrove swamp in Kien Giang Province. 
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Captain White's name did not appear on the Provisional Revolutionary Government's list of Americans to 
be repatriated during Operation Homecoming. Then, at the end of March 1973, People's Army of Vietnam 
General Tran Van Tra advised U.S. officers with the Joint Military Commission that Captain White had been 
omitted from the list and was to be repatriated. He was released to U.S. officials on April 1, 1973, the last 
American POW released during Operation Homecoming. Upon repatriation, he stated he was led to 
believe during the war that Commander Graf was still alive but had been told prior to his release that 
Commander Graf had died. 

Wartime records recovered from the Vinh Binh area included the interrogation reports of Captain White 
and Commander Graf. After Operation Homecoming, Commander Graf was declared killed in action, body 
not recovered, based on a presumptive finding of death. 

U.S. investigators in Vietnam recently interviewed former staff of the provincial prison who described 
Commander Graf's escape. His body was recovered later and it was evident he had drowned. His body 
was buried in a river bank which later eroded in flooding, washing away the area where his body had been 
buried. 

Documents such as this may be found in the Lyndon B. Johnson Presidential Library at the University of 
Texas. 

Editorial Note by Dr. Ernest Bolt 

The list of which this is one entry furnishes the names of Vietnam War men and women Missing in Action. 
Although he was reported later as having drowned after his escape from prison, his remains had not been 
recovered when this list was created. 

This entry refers to Captain Robert White and General Tran VanTra and the exchange of Captain White on 
April 1, 1973. Refer again to Tran Van Tra's mention of "the last POW" in the related document in this 
module. 

22 Mar 2005 
I had the privilege to fly with LCdr Graf and to call him friend. We flew out of Vung Tau on 3 or 4 occasions 
and I believe that is where he flew out of in the Mohawk. I was flying O-2's for the Air Force and he liked to 
fly in an observation role looking for signs in the Rung Sat area or the north part of the Delta. I was 
quartered in a hotel housing C-7 drivers but am not sure he was quartered there. We ate at the Navy chow 
hall on base as it was 10 times better than the Air Force chow hall. We went to movies and evening meals 
in downtown Vung Tau at an all ranks facility. 

He was a good friend and counselor to a young 1st Lt. He is in my heart. 

From a friend, 
Les Moore 
22988 Roundup Way, Apple Valley, Ca 92308 
bbuddha@yahoo.com 

mailto:bbuddha@yahoo.com
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30 Apr 2005 
Jack Graf was my best friend, my shipmate, my hunting, fishing, and drinking partner, and the finest guy 
I've ever known. We attended Naval Intelligence School together. He was an outstanding Naval officer and 
a true patriot. He volunteered to winter over at the South Pole and volunteered for duty in Vietnam. He had 
one ambition - serve his country and do it well. That he did, and he put up one helluva good fight right to 
the end. I know where he is, too. Save a seat up there for me, Jack. 

From a friend and shipmate, 
LCDR George O. Bernard, USN (Ret) 
vmbwpfl@webtv.net 

13 Jun 2005 
I worked, lived, and drank with Jack Graf from 22 May, the day he arrived on-station in Vung Tau, until the 
Saturday morning in November when his and Lt. White's Mohawk was downed by ground fire. He served 
as Third Coastal Zone Intelligence Officer, or, as I'd painted on the windshield frame of our Jeep in 
International Signal Flags, 3CZIO. I was a Lieutenant Junior Grade and served directly under him as Asst. 
3CZIO. His call sign was "Nobel Skill;" mine was "Nobel Skill Junior." 

This was actually Jack's second Viet Nam tour. He had served a previous tour as a Naval Intelligence 
Liaison Officer (NILO) several years earlier, during which the pilot of the small observation aircraft in which 
Jack was riding as observer was killed by ground fire. Jack, never having flown an airplane before, 
unstrapped the stick from its stowage, inserted it into its socket between his knees, and got the airplane 
back to their village airstrip without the use of the rudder pedals. 

I was on duty in the Coastal Surveillance Center preparing Cdr. Paul Yost's morning intelligence briefing 
when one of the PCFs (Swift Boats) under Yost's command radioed from the mouth of the Bassac River 
that they had just observed a Mohawk go down in flames several kilometers from their position. They 
reported seeing two fully deployed chutes and requested permission to enter a canal into hostile territory to 
retrieve the crew. 

I knew, based on the location and timing, that this was Lt. White and LCDR Graf. I radioed the 73rd SACs 
commanding officer to advise that one of his aircraft was just reported lost on the coastal reconnaissance 
flight, and within minutes, quite literally, the air and waterways over and surrounding the area were bristling 
with air and watercraft. We had men on the ground within an hour, recovering the flight helmets and 
chutes. We questioned the local women and children (no males older than 8 or 9 were ever seen), who 
informed us that a handful of "soldiers" (VC) had captured the two Americans within moments of their 
landing and had led them away into the mangroves. The search continued for two more days, including 
continuous flare illumination throughout the night. 

I returned to Coronado, California, the following March. Through my contacts remaining in-country, I was 
able to keep abreast of periodic intelligence reports regarding sightings, as well as several recovery 
attempts by the SEAL teams out of Cat Lo. In each attempt, evidence of the detention camp was fresh and 
bore indications of very recent abandonment--once by only hours. It wasn't until Lt. White was released in 
1973 that we learned of Jack's ultimate fate. 

From a war buddy, 

Robert H. Melka 
bobmelka@aol.com 

mailto:vmbwpfl@webtv.net
mailto:bobmelka@aol.com
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18 Jun 2005 
John Graf joined the Navy as a recruit in 1945. He attended the Naval School of Photography at Pensacola 
and was assigned to Weather Recon Squadron One (VPW-1) as a S2PhoM. Advanced to PhoM3. Served 
in that unit from 4/46 until 7/47. 

Enlisted career highlights: May, 1955 - Member Pacific Fleet Combat Camera Group as a Chief 
Photographer's Mate (PHC). He was in Hutchinson Kansas as a PHC in 1956 and had just been selected 
for commissioning as a Limited Duty Officer. He was the Chief Photo Mate of Operation Deep Freeze II in 
1957 and was commissioned as an Ensign (LDO) while at Little America in 1958. 

He completed Bombardier/Navigator training and flew as a B/N in an A-3D squadron at Sanford, Florida, 
as a Lieutenant (junior grade). 

From a squadron mate, VPW-1, 1946/47, 
Ted Shireman, ATC, USN Ret 
El Monte Ca 
tedelm@aol.com 

27 May 2006 
On behalf of Eileen (Graf) Hook, CDR John Graf's sister, 
thank you for all of your kind words and prayers. 

I am Eileen 's son-in-law, married to her daughter, Helene 
Hook. 

CDR Graf's spouse, Anne, passed away in Florida in 1994. 
They had no children. 

Jack Graf in 1951, with his mother, Virgie Graf, and his 
nephews, John, Chris, and Greg Hook, who are my wife's 
brothers. 

Robert E. Connors 
CDR, MSC, USN, Retired 

mailto:tedelm@aol.com
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15 Sep 2007 
Due to the leadership of VADM Rex Rectanus, USN, Retired; Peter Decker, Steve Maxner, and JR 
Reddig, I learned that an Ad Hoc Committee was recently formed in 2007 to memorialize CDR John 
Jack Graf, USN (KIA), and to honor the Naval Intelligence Field Organization Vietnam (NavIntFOV). The 
plan is to place a memorial plaque at the Navy Memorial in Washington, DC, which indicates that CDR 
Graf was 

"the only Sailor, Officer, or Enlisted who was shot down twice, captured by the enemy, and killed during an 
escape attempt ... A Naval Intelligence Officer by experience, a Mustang by background, an aviator by 
training, and a Fleet sailor who braved the Antarctic gale in his time ... He is also a symbol of the American 
Sailor, officer and enlisted, who stood up to his brutal captors and gave the full measure of devotion while 
attempting to perform the final duty of a prisoner: escape." 

Contributions may be made to help defray the cost of the plaque. 

Send contributions in CDR Graf's name to: 

Paul T. Haley, Director of Planned Giving 
U.S. Navy Memorial Foundation 
701 Pennsylvania Ave NW, #123 
Washington, DC 20004-2608 
1-800-821-8892 

or contact me for more information. 

From the son-in-law of CDR Graf's sister Eileen Hook, 
CDR Robert E. Connors, MSC, USN, Retired 
20670 Stillpond Court, Ashburn, VA 20147 
roberteconnors@mac.com 06 Jan 2007 

I remember that day in November 1969. I was stationed at FICPAC in Hawaii and I had been notified that 
then LtCdr Jack Graff was down and could not be found. We were devastated. You see, I did not know him 
that well but I never saw him without a big smile. He brought joy and friendship to our team at FICPAC. I 
remember John Graf as if he spoke to me yesterday and I often think of that day. 

From a friend who remembers, 
Andy Lagin 
arlagin@yahoo.com 

16 Aug 2007 
I was with him in February 1968 until he shipped out to RVN. The first division officer I ever had; he made 
me a better officer simply knowing him. I remember a day in early '68 when a young LT (Jack, too, was a 
LT, but a much older LDO) bet him he could beat him doing push ups - the other LT had played 
professional football before joining the USN to avoid the draft (like many of us). Jack beat him by 50 
pushups. 

He went back to RVN because he wanted a Silver Star. 

mailto:roberteconnors@mac.com
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He told the story of the time he was made an officer while a CPO on Operation Deep Freeze. -40F when 
he stumbled out of the Officer's Club to go to bed in the Chief's Quarters. All of his belongings were laying 
in the ice and snow, frozen solid - pee in the snow said, "You ain't a Chief no more!" 

I could go on and on. I tossed his bracelet from the fantail of USS ENTERPRISE when White reported 
what the Vietnamese told him had happened to Jack - three times escaped, died crossing a raging river, 
last escape. 

From a Boot Ensign. 
james.hartz@navy.mil 

Notes from The Virtual Wall 

Lieutenant Commander John Graf, an intelligence officer, was assigned to the Naval Advisory Group. On 
15 November 1969 he and then-Captain Robert White (73rd Aviation Company) were conducting a visual 
reconnaissance mission in an OV-1C Mohawk aircraft (tail number 61-2690). Their aircraft was hit by 
enemy fire and was observed by a U.S. Navy patrol boat to be on fire and descending. Both men escaped 
the burning aircraft, parachuting to the ground. Although an extensive air and ground search was 
conducted by allied forces, the two could not be found. White and Graf initially were classed as Missing in 
Action, but after reliable reports were received indicating that both men had been captured by the Viet 
Cong they were reclassified as prisoners of war. 

Nothing more was heard of the two men until Major White was released by the Viet Cong on 01 April 
1973 - the last American POW released during Operation Homecoming. During his debrief, White 
reported that he was held with Graf in various prison camps until late January 1970, when Graf escaped 
with another POW. Captain White never saw Graf after that, but he was told by his captors that Graf 
had drowned during his escape attempt. 

Captured documents and post-war reports by former residents of the area supported what White had been 
told, and indicated that Graf's body had been recovered and buried somewhere in Vinh Binh Province. 

His remains have never been recovered. 

The US Naval Forces Vietnam Command History for November 1969 contains the following: 

At 150757H the POINT GRACE (USCG WPB) on normal Market Time patrol sighted a OV-1 (MOHAWK) 
crash and two parachutes about 19 miles southeast of Phu Vinh (XR 730 700) in the Long Toan Secret 
Zone. In addition to the pilot, an Army Lieutenant, the 73rd SAC aircraft carried the III Coastal Zone 
Intelligence Officer, LCDR John George Graf, USN, 181318/6632. At 0800H, OV-10 aircraft were 
scrambled from Binh Thuy and helo assistance was requested from the Vinh Binh sector Tactical 
Operations Center. The POINT GRACE recovered portions of the aircraft and then entered the canal with 
OV-10 and helo gunships overhead, to search for the personnel. The canal probe was completed at 1205H 
with negative results. A Vietnamese boy stated that he saw two Americans captured and agreed to lead 
troops to the capture point. At 1255H, two ejection seats were located. Troops were inserted at 1635H and, 
led by the VN boy, found one chute 200 meters from the ejection seats. A helmet and leggings were also 
recovered by the troops prior to their extraction at 1900H. Emergency beeper signals were heard at 
various times throughout the day. 

mailto:james.hartz@navy.mil
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Surveillance and blockade operations continued throughout the night of 15-16 November. At 161030H, 
PSYOPS broadcasts were commenced offering a 100,000 piaster reward for return of the prisoners. At 
1400 an ARVN battalion was inserted and one of the aircraft engines was located and salvaged. The 
remainder of the aircraft was destroyed. 

The troops were extracted prior to darkness. A four unit blocking force with aircraft overhead was 
maintained throughout the night. Troop search and sweep operations were continued on 17 and 18 
November with a blocking force being maintained at night. The search for the pilot and observer of the OV-
1 MOHAWK was terminated at 191500H with negative results. 
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PAUL LEROY GRAFFE  

 

CAPT - O3 - Army - Reserve 
1st AVN BDE 

His tour began on Oct 3, 1969 
Casualty was on Jan 16, 1974 

In KONTUM, SOUTH VIETNAM 
Non-Hostile, died missing, HELICOPTER - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was not recovered 

Panel 17W - Line 34 

David A. Reichman 
dave_reichman@hotmail.com 
childhood friend, grade school-HS 
8792 SW Becker Drive Portland OR 97223 USA 

You may be missing in body but never out of our thoughts 

Paul and I were best friends from grade school on and shared many sleep overs, Birthday parties, and 
other adventures. Paul loved his new Tohatsu motor cycle, even when he crashed one day coming to see 
me out at our house on the bay. I remember how excited he was to be accepted in the ARMY WO 
helicopter pilot program at the end of our junior year at Shelton HS. I moved to Manila, PI that summer and 
lost contact with most everyone back home. While serving in RVN with mechanized field artillery, I had 
participated in several POW search missions hoping to find Paul and any other POWS. We will never 
forget Paul's service and dedication. Best wishes to his family. Sep 24, 2008 

mailto:dave_reichman@hotmail.com
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Robert Carey 
rdcmrc@yahoo.com 
fellow Eagle Scout - Shelton, WA 
W 7900 Shelton-Matlock Rd 
Shelton, WA 98584 USA 

Paul was one of my heroes 

Paul was one of 7 Eagle Scouts during our time in troop 110 in Shelton, WA. He set the mark. He led the 
way. His example encouraged me to do my very best. Because of him I too became an Eagle Scout. In 
honor of his memory I try to encourage others as he encouraged me. 
Monday, April 01, 2002 

SYNOPSIS: On October 3, 1969, 1Lt. Paul L. Graffe, pilot; and PFC Kenneth L. Cunningham, observer; 
departed Phu Hiep, South Vietnam, during the early evening on a surveillance mission of targets located in 
the northwest portion of MR2 (Military Region 2) in the tri-border area of Cambodia, Laos and South 
Vietnam. 

The aircraft (serial #61-02679) failed to return at the scheduled time. The last radio contact with Graffe and 
Cunningham was at 1800 hours when another OV1 aircraft had been informed by Grasse that they were 
going to continue their mission for about 30 more minutes, and then begin the return trip to Phu Hiep. All 
further attempts at electronic contact with the missing OV1 were unsuccessful. 

On the morning of October 5, search and rescue aircraft located the wreckage of an aircraft atop a 7,000 
foot peak in a mountain range north of the city of Kontum. This wreckage was positively identified as that of 
Graffe and Cunningham. Efforts were made to insert a ground team at the site on October 5 and 6, but 
inclement weather prevented the team from being inserted. On neither occasion was either visual or 
electronic contact made with the downed crew. 

On the morning of October 7, another attempt was 
made to insert a ground SAR team. However, the 
SAR pilots noticed a change in position in the 
aircraft wreckage, and the SAR aircraft was 
receiving continuous beeper signals from the 
ground. Since this continuous beeper signal was 
not compatible with established emergency radio 
procedures, the SAR flight leader directed that the 
site was probably a trap and withdrew from the 
area. Both crewmembers were declared Missing In 
Action. 

 

mailto:rdcmrc@yahoo.com
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WILLIAM BOYD GRAVES  

 

CAPT - O3 - Army - Reserve 

Length of service 10 years 
His tour began on May 2, 1967 
Casualty was on Jul 22, 1967 

In , SOUTH VIETNAM 
Non-Hostile, died missing, HELICOPTER - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 23E - Line 107 

Stephen Knox 
chyhart@alltel.net 
knew his parents 
37, briarwood, Marshall, AR., 72650, USA 

I know, of this man's parents, I was a young 16, years, old and helped my parents, do dinner for this man's 
funeral. Until that time, I thought war was glamorous and great. After the funeral, I can still see, his mom 
and dad in tears, hear the gun salute and the sounds of taps. He was, the only casualty from Douglas, 
Wyoming, as far as I know. I am now 49, many years have passed, I too, am a vet. and I know, the hurt and 
the grief his parents felt, that day. My heart goes out, to people for their loss. He gave his all, for them and 
he loved them, very much. Rest in God's arms, your job is done.Thursday, January 27, 2000 

Charley H Reasor, Jr. 
creasorjr@yahoo.com 
Under his command Phu Heip, Vietnam 
14775 SW 99 Lane 

mailto:chyhart@alltel.net
mailto:creasorjr@yahoo.com


OV1-Mohawk 
Honor Roll 

Those Who Served - 65 

Miami, FL 33196-1651 USA 

I am just finding this person on the wall. I was a SP-4/E-4 under his command in Phu Heip, Vietnam. The 
only thing I find confusing is that this listing says he was a helicopter pilot and I knew him as a fixed wing 
Grumman OV-1 pilot. I was very overcome the day he didn't return from his mission. I remember that day 
well. It was late in the afternoon, around five pm, and we were relaxing and the talk was that his flight was 
late and we didn't know why. However, we found out later that evening what had happened. So, if this is 
the same US Army Capt. Graves of the 225th Air Surveillance Company in Phu Heip, Vietnam, it is 
definitely him. If anyone should like to contact me for any information I can provide, I will be more than glad 
to try to help out. 
Friday, March 28, 2003 

14 Jan 2002 
My family has many fond memories of our son and brother, Captain William Boyd Graves. He was the 
perfect "big brother" to his three sisters, and a wonderful, caring son. Two of our fondest memories are 
when his pet sparrow hawk landed on the tall peaked roof of our neighbor's house and he decided to 
scare it off with his sling shot. Unfortunately his aim was perfect and he accidentally hit and killed the 
hawk. He was devastated. As a teenager his passion was a purple hot rod. Anytime he would give us a ride 
he would pretend it was an airplane and, while starting the engines, would go through all the motions of 
a pilot getting ready to take off. Our family name for him was "Bubby," and during High School his nickname 
was "Pogo." We still can see his friends tattooing "Pogo" on his arm in our living room! In addition to his 
parents and sisters, he left behind a wife and three children. 

From 
Georgia Graves (mom), 
Georgia, Ginny and Linda (sisters) 
lfabian@communicomm.com 

20 Aug 2004 
My father was a wonderful man. 
His grandchildren wish to have met him. 
His grandchildren are 
April and Ryan Boyd; 
David, Tabitha and Rainey; and 
Mark Russell and Jarod. 
He now also has great-grandchildren: 
Anna-Marie; 
Samantha and Nicholas; 
Colton and Brodie; 
and Zachary. 
I Love you daddy! 
Your Princess. 
From his daughter, 
Shawn Graves Warren 
mommie9700@yahoo.com 

OCS Class 4-62 
Posted on 10/15/05 - by Bob O'Neal, LTC Ret. wroneal@aol.com 
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Bill Graves and I were classmates at Ft. Sill OCS. We were friends too during the short time we served 
together there. I recall him as an intelligent, thoughtful and solid man. A good candidate and someone you 
would want to serve with at any post. He was a good man. God rest his soul. 

We Remember 
Posted on 1/17/04 - by rsage@austin.rr.com 
William is buried at Douglas Park Cemetery ,Douglas, Converse Co, WY 

mailto:rsage@austin.rr.com
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MICHAEL F GRISAFE JR 

 

CAPT - O3 - Army - Regular 

Length of service 2 years 
His tour began on Feb 22, 1969 

Casualty was on Jun 6, 1969 
In KONTUM, SOUTH VIETNAM 

NON-HOSTILE, FIXED WING - PILOT 
AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 

Body was recovered 

Panel 23W - Line 86 

LAROLD HAGLUND 
MOHAWK UNIT 
PENNOCK, MN., 56279, USA 
I WAS, AT THE 225TH, AIRPLANE COMPANY, IN PHU HIEP, WITH YOU FROM JULY, 68, TO APRIL, 69. 
WE FLEW MOHAWKS, LOOKING, FOR CHARLIE IN II, CORPS. I THINK, OFTEN ABOUT YOU AND 
THE OTHERS, WE LOST. YOU HAVE NOT, BEEN FORGOTTEN. REST IN PEACE, FELLOW 
"MOHAWKER." 
Wednesday, October 15, 2003 

We Remember 
Posted on 11/2/10 - by Robert Sage rsage@austin.rr.com 
Mike is buried at Queen of Heaven Cemetery in Rowland Heights, CA. DFC BSM AM2 OLC 
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He was born in Peoria, Illinois, the son of a College Professor. He attended schools in Peoria until his 
father accepted a faculty position at City College of Los Angeles, Ramona Campus in 1956. 

Mike attended West Covina High School where he was an All-around student, graduating in 1962. He 
received an appointment to the United States Military Academy at West Point, New York and entered in the 
fall of 1962. He graduated with the Class of 1966. 

He accepted a commission as a Second Lieutenant, Infantry and completed the basic course and airborne 
training at Fort Benning, Georgia, then was assigned to Germany. He married after his return and was 
accepted for fixed wing flight training at Fort Rucker and Fort Stewart. 

He started his tour in Vietnam on February 22, 1969 and was assigned as a pilot with the 225TH Aviation 
Company, 223RD Aviation Battalion, 17TH Aviation Group of the 1ST Aviation Brigade. He and his 
observer were killed in a plane crash June 6, 1969 in what was believed to be an engine failure. 

His USMA class suffered the greatest number of losses in Vietnam, 29 graduates to include Capt. Grisafe. 

From an account provided by a classmate, Ron Meier who indicated that it was written by Bill Page: "Mike 
did fly into a mountain while on a night IR mission near the three corners area NW of Pleiku in June 1969. 
We continued to search for him, at least one air mission every day, for two weeks. LT "Duck" Williams 
found a suspicious area of dead vegetation 500' below one of the highest peaks in the central highlands on 
the fifteenth day of searching. The following day, we flew a color photo mission of the area and our imagery 
guys spotted one of the red white and blue vertical stabilizers from a Mohawk with the number "9" on it, the 
plane that Mike flew on that mission. The following morning Major Ron Peterson and I, along with a 
maintenance sergeant who's name escapes me after 44 years, climbed into a Kaman Huskie USAF SAR 
helicopter and headed out of Pleiku Air Force Base to the mountain. After being lowered through the jungle 
canopy on the rescue hoist, we were able to recover sufficient remains of both crew members to make 
positive ID of Mike and his Tech Observer. 

Mike was a great guy and a major loss to us all." 
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ALBERT GEORGE HALLOWELL  

LT - O3 - Navy - Regular 

Length of service 22 years 
Casualty was on Oct 16, 1966 

In KIEN HOA, SOUTH VIETNAM 
Hostile, died while missing, FIXED WING - NONCREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 11E - Line 79 

We Remember 
Posted on 12/18/04 - by Robert Sage rsage@austin.rr.com 
Albert is buried at Arlington Nat Cemetery 
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MASAKI HATTORI 

 

MAJ - O4 - Army - Regular 
1st Avn Bde 

Length of service 8 years 
His tour began on Mar 23, 1968 
Casualty was on Mar 23, 1968 

In , SOUTH VIETNAM 
Non-Hostile, died missing, FIXED WING - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was not recovered 

Panel 45E - Line 63 
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SYNOPSIS: On March 23, 1968 Major Masaki Hattori, the pilot, and SP4 Ian Franks, observer, were flying 
an OV1C (tail #603756) when their aircraft, in an effort to avoid a mid-air collision with two U.S. Navy 
helicopters, crashed into the Hau Giang River near Can Tho, South Vietnam. 

Eyewitnesses to the crash confirmed that neither crewmember bailed out. After a extensive 4-day search, 
some aircraft wreckage was found, along with 2 shattered flight helmets with bits of hair and tissue 
attached. A medical analyst examined the helmets and concluded that no one could have survived the 
crash. 

Leaflets were distributed along the river banks, but no additional leads or information was forthcoming. 
Franks and Hattori were classified as killed, but as their remains were not found, they are listed among the 
missing. 

Nearly 2500 Americans are missing in Southeast Asia. Franks and Hattori are two of the few whose cases 
seem clear. For many families, the memory that their man's photo appeared in a communist paper shortly 
after capture emotes bitter resentment and great sadness. Other men were in radio contact with search 
and rescue teams who were trying to get to them before the enemy did. Some simply vanished. 
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VAUGHN MAURICE HINES 

 

PFC - E3 - Army - Regular 

Length of service 1 years 
His tour began on Nov 8, 1967 
Casualty was on Nov 8, 1967 

In OFFSHORE, MILITARY REGION 4, SOUTH VIETNAM 
Non-Hostile, died missing, FIXED WING - CREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH AT SEA 
Body was not recovered 

Panel 29E - Line 50 
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Jim Felton 
jimfeltonca@yahoo.com 
School Friend,,,,,,,,,,,1957 
AZ 
Vaughn Hines, A great young man 

I met Vaughn in 1957 or close to that. We went to school together. We grew up in Arcadia California. 
Vaughn's family loved America; they came from Hungary I think, after WW11. I remember at the open 
house in our 4th grade I think, my parents went to my open house once but Vaughn's parents always went. 
They sat at his desk looked at his papers etc. They we're proud to be here in America and loved Vaughn 
very much, you could tell. I was walking to school one morning, it was cold and Vaughn was walking also, I 
didn't have a jacket so I asked Vaughn if I could wear his, I was just kidding. Vaughn stopped and started to 
take off his jacket...YES he would have given me the jacket off his back........... That has been over 50 years 
ago. One cannot forget things like that....Thanks Vaughn, it was my pleasure to know you... Jim Felton a 
school mate. 
Dec 6, 2012 

Bruce Gaylord 
bgaylord@bbtel.com 
served with Vaugh 
Irvington, KY 40146 
Good Bye, my friend 

I served with Vaugh from when he came to the 244th Aviation Company until you and Major Suttlehan went 
down, off the coast. This was your first mission in country. I remember how excited you were. You and 
Larry Suttlehan were our first losses. The company was stunned and we didn't even know how to react. 
"Cheri" also called "Beula", your black & white dog was well cared for and had the run of the base up 
until I left 15 months later. R.I.P. 
Tuesday, April 26, 2005 

SYNOPSIS: On November 8, 1967, Maj. Lawrence C. Suttlehan, pilot, and PFC Vaughn M. Hines, 
observer, were in an OV1C (tail #603746, call sign Delta Hawk 5) on an aerial reconnaissance mission off 
the southern coast of Vietnam. 

There were numerous naval craft offshore in the area, and the aircraft was observed to make several low 
level passes over some of them. On one low level pass, the aircraft was seen to start a climb and roll to the 
left engine in an inverted position. A recovery back to the right was attempted, but the left wing struck the 
water and the aircraft crashed and disintegrated. 
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One of the naval craft was on the scene of the crash within 2 minutes, but the aircraft had already 
disappeared beneath the water. There was some floating wreckage and debris which the crew off the boat 
retrieved. The debris identified the crew of the aircraft as being Suttlehan and Hines. Some remains were 
also recovered and identified as those of Maj. Suttlehan. A search for Hines was continued, but proved 
unsuccessful. An over water/at sea casualty resolution operation was conducted during the period of July - 
September 1973 to determine the feasibility or desirability of expanding such operations to be used in 
cases such as this. Based on the combined factors of cost and lack of any positive results whatsoever, the 
at sea operations were terminated. It was determined that there was no hope of recovering Hines' body. 

42 Years 
Posted on 2/18/10 - by Richard Westlake dhawk43@hughes.net 

The 2009 OV-1 Mohawk reunion was special for us, especially because of the attendance of Linda 
Suttlehan, daughter of Lawrence Suttlehan, who was the pilot who perished with you on 8 November, 
1967. It was a very emotional time, to say the least. We all know what happened that fateful day, including 
Linda. She attended to meet and talk with those who knew her father, and wished to pass on heartfelt 
condolences to us. For many of us who were close to you then, a healing process began, as well as for 
Linda. I will always personally cherish those moments. 

Mohawkers 
Posted on 11/8/06 - by Richard Westlake dhawk43@hughes.net 

Vaughn, your name was brought into some of our 'unit' discussions at the latest Mohawk Reunion. Gerry 
Nelson recalled you very vividly. Your dog, "Sherry" was adopted by the 244th, and her name changed to 
Beulah. Like you, she remained faithful to us all. After 39 years, we still remember. Rest in peace, my 
Brother in Arms. 

We Remember 
Posted on 8/22/04 - by Robert Sage rsage@austin.rr.com 

Vaughn has a military stone in his honor at Riverside Nat Cemetery. 

From a Comrade 
Posted on 8/7/00 - by Richard Westlake 

From a classmate of Ft. Huachuca, through Ft. Lewis and until you were taken from us, I will never forget 
you. I will do what I can to accomplish accountability for all POW/MIA's. 
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WILLIAM PAUL HURLEY JR  

 

MAJ - O4 - Army - Regular 
1st Avn Bde 

Length of service 8 years 
His tour began on Oct 6, 1967 
Casualty was on Mar 29, 1968 

In , SOUTH VIETNAM 
Non-Hostile, died missing, FIXED WING - CREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH AT SEA 
Body was recovered 

Panel 47E - Line 1 

Mary McDermott 
marymcderm@gmail.com 
wife 
5735 E McDowell Rd Mesa AZ 85215 USA 

Bill was a dedicated, husband, father, friend and soldier. He has been terribly missed by his family and the 
grandchildren who never knew him. 
Nov 28, 2010 
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Bob Darlington 
rdarlingtonjr@comcast.net 

Bill was my platoon commander when I was stationed with Aviation Co., 2nd ACR in Nuremberg Germany. 
We spent over one hundred hours together at 7,000-10,000 feet doing surveillance along the Czech border 
in an OV-1B Mohawk. He was also the guy who kept this old SP4 on the straight & narrow. He was a 
soldier's soldier and the finest officer I ever met. 
Jul 30, 2007 

 

A great person 
Posted on 12/12/13 - by Steve Bisbikis 

I flew with you in the OV-1 Mohawk and remember you as a great guy. The struggled to come to a 
realization of why some of where given the opportunity to come home, and you did not, will always be a 
mystery. You were one of the best. 

We Remember 
Posted on 12/3/09 - by Robert Sage rsage@austin.rr.com 

William is buried at Forest Dale Cemetery in Malden, Mass. 
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BERNARD LEVERN JOHNSON II 
1LT - O2 - Army - Reserve 

1st AVN BDE 

His tour began on Sep 7, 1971 
Casualty was on Feb 21, 1972 

In AN XUGEN, SOUTH VIETNAM 
HOSTILE, HELICOPTER - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 02W - Line 109 

John Lewis 
johnlewis@gibsoncounty.net 
We Server Together 
6530S 50W Fort Branch In 47648 USA 
We Served Together, You Will Not Be Forgotten 

We were in Officers Candidate School together. Due to the nature and competitiveness of the training we 
were not close. Anyone who graduates and is commissioned earns his rank. Bernie always wanted to fly 
fixed wing, that's all that he talked about. I'll never forget him 
Nov 30, 2008 

Clark Wilson 
clarkwilson2u2@msn.com 
U.S. Army flight school classmate 
1201 Colombo Ave Sierra Vista AX 85635 USA 
1LT Johnson, an American Hero 
1LT Bernard Johnson is an American hero, may he rest in peace. 

I had the pleasure of serving as a classmate of “Bernie” Johnson in U.S. Army fixed-wing flight school and 
also the OV-1 Mohawk aviator qualification course. 

CORRECTION: 1LT Bernard Levern Johnson II was not a helicopter pilot. 1LT Johnson was the pilot of a 
U.S Army OV-1 Mohawk type fixed-wing type of aircraft when he and his technical observer, SP4 Scott 
Brian Westphal, were both fatally wounded on February 21, 1972 while flying a visual reconnaissance 
mission in An Xugen Province, Vietnam. 1LT Johnson and SP4 Westphal were assigned to the 73rd 
Surveillance Airplane Company (SAC). 
Apr 10, 2008 

mailto:johnlewis@gibsoncounty.net
mailto:clarkwilson2u2@msn.com
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Daryl Alligood 
flightlevel60k@gmail.com 
Personal friend. 
1248 Bluewater Rd., Harrisonburg, Virginia 22801 U.S.A. 

I was a boyhood friend of "Bernie" as I called him. We often would go out on Friday nights and hang out 
together. We had a mutual interest in powered model airplanes. His mother was always kind to me and I 
often enjoyed going over to the family house to play with Bernie and pal around with him. I went away to 
college and never saw him again until I went by the old house to inquire about him and was told that he 
had been killed in Vietnam by people who had known his family. He was a good friend and I have often 
thought of him and the times we shared together. With respect and sorrow, Daryl 
Friday, March 24, 2000 

We Remember 
Posted on 3/20/05 - by Robert Sage rsage@austin.rr.com 

Bernard is buried at Arlington Nat Cemetery 

mailto:flightlevel60k@gmail.com
mailto:rsage@austin.rr.com
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JAMES MONTGOMERY JOHNSTONE 

 

CAPT - O3 - Army - Reserve 

Length of service 4 years 
His tour began on Nov 19, 1966 
Casualty was on Nov 19, 1966 

In LZ, LAOS 
Hostile, died while missing, FIXED WING - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was not recovered 

Panel 12E - Line 86 

Bill (Billy Bob) Ravenscroft 
bill-donna-raven@tampabay.rr.com 
boyhood friend - Piedmont, WV 
4410 Whistlewood Circle Lakeland FL 38811 USA 

Knew Monty in Piedmont, WV.. Monty, Tom Tranum and I went hunting and fishing together. We went 
rabbit hunting on the hill above Piedmont at what we called Good Farm. I remember Monty had an over 
and under .22/410. We never killed anything that I remember - but we had a good time. I remember that 
Monty's dad was in the military - his mother was a really pretty lady. He had a younger brother named 
Rony - he was not tall like Monty. Tom Tranum who was a good friend of Monty's always called him 
Montgomery. All of the girls liked Monty. We were sorry to see him leave Piedmont. His friend Tom Tranum 
(Thomas Lee Tranum) who we called T-Lee let us all know any news he had on Monty. I probably have 
pictures of Monty, I remember a school boy patrol from the sixth grade but I'd never be able to find it. I will 
remember Monty and truly appreciate what he has sacrificed for our country. Bill Ravenscroft 
May 4, 2013 

mailto:bill-donna-raven@tampabay.rr.com
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JOHNSTONE, JAMES MONTGOMERY 
Remains Returned 06/05/2009 
ID'd 07/09/2012 
Name: James Montgomery Johnstone 
Rank/Branch: O3/US Army 
Unit: 20th Aviation Detachment (see note in text) 
Date of Birth: 04 May 1938 (Baton Rouge LA) 
Home City of Record: Ft. Mill SC 
Loss Date: 19 November 1966 
Country of Loss: Laos (recorded in South Vietnam) 
Loss Coordinates: 145338N 1070349E (YB384532) 
Status (In 1973): Killed/Body Not Recovered 
Category: 3 
Acft/Vehicle/Ground: OV1A 
Refno: 0526 

Source: Compiled from one or more of the following: raw data from U.S. Government agency sources, 
correspondence with POW/MIA families, Published sources, interviews. Updated by the P.O.W. 
NETWORK in 2012. Other Personnel in Incident: James L. Whited (missing) 

REMARKS: 

SYNOPSIS: On November 19, 1966, Maj. James L. Whitehead, pilot and Capt. James M. Johnstone, 
observer, were the crew of an OV1A Mohawk aircraft (serial #13115, call sign Project 6) that departed Hue/ 
Phu Bai airbase on a Reconnaissance mission over Laos. The crew had completed its aerial search and 
was beginning a routine Reconnaissance in an area of high ridges and valleys. The aircraft was observed 
by the crew of the cover aircraft to climb, as if to fly over the top of a ridge, keeping close to the trees. It 
then crashed. The cover aircraft saw no parachutes, nor was the overhead hatch seen to eject. The cover 
aircraft took extensive photographs of the area while searching for survivors. Army helicopters searched 
the area and saw what was apparently one body, but photo interpretation revealed nothing. Observers did 
not feel that either crewman survived the crash. The last known location of the plane was in Attopeu 
Province, Laos, about 10 miles east-northeast of the city of Muong May. Defense Department records list 
Whited as missing in Laos, while Johnstone is listed missing in South Vietnam. Their loss coordinates 
place them both over 25 miles from the border of Vietnam and Laos. Why Johnstone is not listed missing in 
Laos is unknown. 

. 
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From - Tue Aug 11 13:42:16 1998 
Subject: Help, please!! 

Hi, 

My name is Shawn Lee Johnstone, my father James M. Johnstone, Capt. in the Army, was shot down 
while piloting a Mohawk Reconnaissance plane over Laotian territory and his body was never recovered. I 
have a twin brother, James Kevin Johnstone, we were both born October 9, 1966 and out father was shot 
down November 19, 1966. Do you have any information about any of the men that served in our father's 
Unit that I could contact to get more information about my father? 

I would really appreciate ANY help or advise you could give me regarding my father. 

Sincerely, 
Shawn L. Johnstone 
shhoce@gmail.com 

IMMEDIATE RELEASE No. 958-12 
December 07, 2012 

Soldier KIA During Vietnam War Identified 

The Department of Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office (DPMO) announced today that the remains of 
a serviceman, killed in action during the Vietnam War, have been identified and will be returned to his 
family for burial with full military honors. 

Army Capt. James M. Johnstone, of Baton Rouge, La., will be buried Dec. 12, in Arlington National 
Cemetery. On Nov. 19, 1966, Johnstone was the pilot of an OV-1A Mohawk aircraft that crashed while 
conducting a daytime reconnaissance mission over Attapu Province, Laos. Nearby U.S. aircrews reported 
seeing the wing of Johnstone's aircraft hit a tree during a climb to avoid a nearby ridgeline. No parachutes 
were seen exiting the aircraft. Heavy enemy presence in the area prevented recovery efforts. 

From 1993 to 2009, joint U.S.-Lao People's Democratic Republic (L.P.D.R.) teams, led by the Joint 
POW/MIA Accounting Command (JPAC), interviewed multiple witnesses, and conducted several 
investigations and excavations of the crash site in Attapu Province. The teams located human remains, 
military equipment, an identification card bearing Johnstone's name, and aircraft wreckage of an OV-1A, 
which correlated with the last known location of Johnstone's aircraft. 

To identify the remains, scientists from JPAC analyzed circumstantial evidence and used forensic 
identification tools, such as dental comparisons. 

Today, the U.S. government continues to work closely with the governments of Vietnam, Laos, and 
Cambodia to recover Americans lost during the Vietnam War. 

For additional information on the Defense Department's mission to account for missing Americans, 
visit the DPMO website at http://www.dtic.mil/dpmo or call 703-699-1169. 

mailto:shhoce@gmail.com
http://www.dtic.mil/dpmo
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We Remember 
Posted on 12/11/12 - by Robert Sage rsage@austin.rr.com 

James is buried at Arlington National Cemetery. 

Above the Best 
Posted on 12/24/98 - by Bill Ipock 

"JohnRock" and I attended OCS & Flight School together. We were roommates during flight school. He 
was a "Soldier's Soldier" and dearly loved flying that Mohawk. I saw him just before I rotated home in 
August. His was a dangerous business, but he loved it & I'm sure he was one of the best. 

mailto:rsage@austin.rr.com
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NOEL FITZROY JOSEPHS  

SGT - E5 - Army - Regular 
1st AVN BDE 

Length of service 1 years 
His tour began on May 23, 1968 

Casualty was on Jun 6, 1969 
In KONTUM, SOUTH VIETNAM 

NON-HOSTILE, FIXED WING - NONCREW 
AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 

Body was recovered 

Panel 23W - Line 88 

LAROLD HAGLUND 
FELLOW MOHAWK T.O. 
206 4TH ST NW 
PENNOCK, MN 56279 USA 

I KNEW YOU FROM THE 225TH AVIATION AIRPLANE COMPANY AT PHU HIEP. WE FLEW INFRARED 
MISSIONS LOOKING FOR CHARLIE UNDER THE JUNGLE IN II CORP. I WAS THERE FROM JULY 68 
TO APRIL 69. I THINK ABOUT YOU AND THE OTHERS WE LOST OFTEN, YOU HAVE NOT BEEN 
FORGOTTEN. REST IN PEACE WHERE THE MOHAWKS FLY HIGH. 
Wednesday, October 15, 2003 

On 6 June 1969, Technical Observer, SP4 Noel F. Josephs and Pilot, Captain Michael F. Grisafe, Jr. were 
lost while conducting an Aerial Surveillance Mission in an OV-1C (Tail# 67-18914) over Kontum Province, 
South Vietnam. Both men were members of the 225th Aviation Company (Aerial Surveillance). 

We Remember 
Posted on 3/27/05 - by Robert Sage rsage@austin.rr.com 
Noel is buried at Long Island Nat Cemetery. 

To many Years 
Posted on 8/29/01 - by Butch 

We stood tall together in the sand of Phu Hiep receiving our 1st 
Air Medal. The picture is never very far away. 

 

mailto:rsage@austin.rr.com
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ROBERT CRITCHLEY KELLER 

 

1LT - O2 - Army - Reserve 

Length of service 3 years 
His tour began on Jan 13, 1966 
Casualty was on Oct 16, 1966 

In , SOUTH VIETNAM 
Non-Hostile, died missing, FIXED WING - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 11E - Line 79 
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David Woods 
abirddog@aol.com 
Close friend 
6085 Polo Drive Cumming GA 30040 USA 

Bob, you were my closest friend in 1964-1966 while at Flight School and your family, with June and the 
kids, made my bachelor's life more bearable at Fort Rucker with your hospitality and friendship. Not a week 
goes by I do not think of you and the Army's infinite wisdom to award you the opportunity to fly Mohawks 
when there was only one Mohawk slot open for a Corps of Engineer Officer in our graduating flight class 
OFWAC 65-8. I have visited with you at The Wall and often wonder why, but for the grace of God, this 
Corps of Engineer Army Aviator made it back to the USA and you did not. You were always the perfect 
example of a Father, Husband , Friend, and Pilot! 
RIP 
Woody 
Jun 2, 2008 

BRUCE BRUBAKER, JR. 
BBRUBAKER@CHAMPION-FORD.COM 
GOOD FRIEND 
1634 BARCLAY AVE. OWENSBORO KY 42303 USA 
ONE OF OUR BEST 

BOB WAS AN OUTSTANDING FATHER..HUSBAND..FRIEND..PILOT AND HE GAVE HIS ALL FOR OUR 
COUNTRY. I FEEL VERY PRIVALAGED TO HAVE BEEN A VERY CLOSE FRIEND. B.B. 
May 12, 2007 

We Remember 
Posted on 5/23/11 - by Robert Sage rsage@austin.rr.com 

Robert is buried at Woodlawn Memorial Gardens, Harrisburg, Dauphin County, PA. 

Our best and brightest 
Posted on 1/7/01 - by Greg Young 

Lt Keller was in my Mohawk unit prior to my service in Vietnam. He was KIA in 1966 and our club was 
called Hawks Keller. I was a flying crew chief in the same planes and same missions in 67-68. Several 
years ago I met his daughter Lory on line. We have become friends and I wanted to post this to see if we 
could locate any friends of her father during his military service. 

mailto:abirddog@aol.com
mailto:BBRUBAKER@CHAMPION-FORD.COM
mailto:rsage@austin.rr.com
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STEPHEN GERE KELLY Not killed in a 
crash.  

SP4 - E4 - Army - Selective Service 
1st AVN BDE 

Length of service 1 years 
His tour began on Jan 30, 1968 
Casualty was on Jan 13, 1969 

In PHONG DINH, SOUTH VIETNAM 
HOSTILE, GROUND CASUALTY 

OTHER EXPLOSIVE DEVICE 
Body was recovered 

Panel 35W - Line 83 
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George R. ROBINSON 
subourbon@bellsouth.net 
Plt. Sgt. U.S. Army Ret. 
104 LA DON DRIVE NE HUNTSVILLE AL 35811 United States 
40 Years 

Steve...It's been forty years since you lost your life during the fire fight at Can Tho Airfield. I often think 
about you and wonder what you would have become had you lived. One thing for sure...Your family would 
be proud of you. Rest In Peace Brother,....DELTA HAWK SFC Robinson 
May 24, 2009 

Ernest Covington 
egalecov2@msn.com 
Unit member 244th SAC 
Denver CO 80210 
Slowly the pieces come back 

Slowly I am remembering what you never forgot, I was there that night and many nights after that in many 
other places. Your service ended in 1969, mine ended in 2006 or whenever I can no longer remember 
those whose service I honor. In my Army you served well, now rest well, I am still watching the perimeter. 
Aug 7, 2007 

mailto:subourbon@bellsouth.net
mailto:egalecov2@msn.com
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FRANK RONALD KERBL  

 

CAPT - O3 - Army - Reserve 

Length of service 10 years 
His tour began on Apr 29, 1967 
Casualty was on Oct 7, 1967 

In BINH DUONG, SOUTH VIETNAM 
Non-Hostile, died missing, FIXED WING - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 27E - Line 65 

A Long Look Back 
Posted on 2/1/11 - by Bob Mallardi bob@bobmallardi.com 

Over 44 years ago, Frank and I had been roommates for 3 months when he died. He was a gentle man 
who loved his family deeply. He was a professional Army Aviator who served his country with dedication 
and honor. 

A Friend 
Posted on 10/26/07 - by rags1@frontiernet.net 

I remember a good officer and a friend I respected. He treated all enlisted men with great respect. I will 
remember you.KR 

mailto:bob@bobmallardi.com
mailto:rags1@frontiernet.net
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We Remember 
Posted on 12/12/04 - by Robert Sage rsage@austin.rr.com 

Frank is buried at Arlington Nat Cemetery 

mailto:rsage@austin.rr.com
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MARSHALL FREDERICK KIPINA  

 

SSGT - E6 - Army - Regular 
1st AVN BDE 

His tour began on Jul 14, 1966 
Casualty was on Feb 9, 1978 

In LZ, LAOS 
Non-Hostile, died missing, FIXED WING - CREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was not recovered 

Panel 09E - Line 20 

Thomas Wadycki 
TW658@aol.com 
served with him in Phu Bai, 
5622 Hawthorne 

Berkeley, Il 60163 

I spoke with Kip the night before his flight. He expressed his concern about the area they would be flying 
into. Kip always talked about his family and I distinctly remember taking his photo to send to his wife. I 
have often searched my slides and negatives for this picture but to no avail. I hope his wife got the picture. 
Sunday, June 04, 2000 

mailto:TW658@aol.com


OV1-Mohawk 
Honor Roll 

Those Who Served - 91 

SYNOPSIS: At 2300 hours on 13 July 1966, Capt. Robert G. Nopp, pilot, and then PFC Marshall Kipina, 
observer/airborne sensor operator; comprised the crew of an OV1C aircraft (serial #612675), call sign "Iron 
Spud." The Mohawk departed Phu Bai Airbase on a classified single aircraft night surveillance mission 
over the Ho Chi Minh Trail. The mission identifiers for these types of reconnaissance missions were "Steel 
Tiger" and "Tiger Hound." Prior to take off, all radios, navigational aids and altitude instruments were 
reported functioning properly. It was carrying 4 1/2 hours of fuel for its 2 1/2 hour mission. Weather 
conditions in the area were moderate thunderstorms, heavy rain and poor visibility. 

This area of extreme south-eastern Laos was considered a major artery of the infamous Ho Chi Minh Trail. 
When North Vietnam began to increase its military strength in South Vietnam, NVA and Viet Cong troops 
again intruded on neutral Laos for sanctuary, as the Viet Minh had done during the war with the French 
some years before. This border road was used by the Communists to transport weapons, supplies and 
troops from North Vietnam into South Vietnam, and was frequently no more than a path cut through the 
jungle covered mountains. US forces used all assets available to them to stop this flow of men and 
supplies from moving south into the war zone. 

The last known voice and radar contact with the Mohawk was made at 2314 hours on 13 July. At that time 
there was no indication of trouble. Loosing radar contact with aircraft in this region of Laos was quite 
common due to the mountainous terrain. Later when it was determined the aircraft was overdue, a ramp 
check of all airfields to which Capt. Nopp could have diverted were contacted, but none could provide any 
information about the missing Mohawk. 

The location of last contact placed the Mohawk approximately 25 miles southwest of the city of Attopeu, in 
the area code named "Golf," Attapu Province, Laos. This area consisted of extremely rugged, jungle-
covered mountains. Search and rescue (SAR) operations commenced at first light. During the search, a 
parachute containing a decapitated body was sighted hanging from a tree. Because of the circumstances 
surrounding this sighting, no attempt was made to recover the body because it was believed it was a trap 
to draw in SAR aircraft. Later US intelligence determined the body in the parachute was in fact a dummy 
and not one of the missing crew members. 

During SAR operations, no beepers were heard and no trace of the aircraft or it crew were found. At the 
time the formal SAR effort was terminated, both Robert Nopp and Marshall Kipina were listed Missing in 
Action. Further, because the US Army believed they disappeared sometime after midnight, their date of 
loss was established as 14 July 1966. 

In April 1969, a CIA intelligence report, which was generated by DaNang Regional Intelligence, compiled a 
very detailed description of the Viet Cong's Huong Thuy District (South Vietnam) committee headquarters, 
along with details of a communist prison camp. This camp was located approximately 20 miles south of 
Hue/Phu Bai and 40 miles northwest of DaNang. The document included maps of the facility as well as 
information on many of the communist staff, including names, backgrounds and jobs performed. 

Also included in this document was a list of 22 American POWs by name who were positively identified 
from pre-capture photographs. An additional list of 32 Americans tentatively identified was also attached. 
The source stated that following the 1968 Tet offensive, prisoners were transferred from this camp to either 
North Vietnam or to an agricultural camp at an unknown location near the South Vietnam/Lao border. 
Marshall Kipina was named as one of the 22 positively identified POWs. There was no indication if Robert 
Nopp was also incarcerated in this camp. None of the families of those listed as positively or possibly 
identified Prisoners of War were ever told of this report until it was declassified in 1985 - some 17 years 
later. 
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To my cousin 
Posted on 9/18/08 - by jKents_wife@yahoo.com 

Dear Marshall, 

I had a baby boy on June 23rd 2008. I was, ironically, due July 14th. The day you went missing, on top of 
that, you were born in Augusta, Maine. My child in Augusta, Georgia. I guess it was fate. Dominic Marshall 
is now 3 months old, he likes to look at your photo. One day when he is older I will tell him all about the 
amazing, brave man we named him after. We will never forget you. 

Burial: Lake View Cemetery Calumet, Houghton County, Michigan, USA 

mailto:jKents_wife@yahoo.com
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JOHN CHESTER KING 
SP4 - E4 - Army - Regular 

1st AVN BDE 

His tour began on Sep 29, 1970 
Casualty was on Nov 2, 1970 

In QUANG NAM, SOUTH VIETNAM 
NON-HOSTILE, HELICOPTER - NONCREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 06W - Line 35 

Martin Windham 
msw@pstel.net 

I was one of the Marines that found the wreckage of the Mohawk along with the bodies of Spec. 4 John 
King and CWO George Rogalla. We carried the bodies up the mountain (Hill 845 in Quang Nam 
Province)so they could be picked up by the Army. They were flying in very hazardous weather, which 
showed their dedication and bravery. I will never forget. 
Mar 15, 2011 

Jennifer King 
Cousin 
CA 

I was only 8 years old when my parents told me my cousin Chester would not be coming back from 
Vietnam. I remember being so sad because even though Chester was much older than me, he was 
really a kid at heart and he was so much fun to be around! I will always remember his happy smile! God 
Bless You Chester! 
Sep 18, 2009 

mailto:msw@pstel.net
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Wayne Pilon 
waynepilon@email.com 
Friend 
1916 16th St. S. 
Moorhead, MN 56560 
A GOOD FRIEND 

I served with John in the 131st Aviation Company in Phu Bai, South Vietnam. We had many fun times 
together and I taught him how to play horseshoe. He and George Rogalla, the pilot on their last flight, grew 
to be great friends of mine. I think of them often. I was the crew chief that sent these guys off on that fateful 
night. I was awakened a few hours later and was told that one of our birds didn't return from its mission. 
When I was told which mission it was, I was just in a state of disbelief. I stayed that way until we had a 
memorial service in the theater a few days later. It struck home. John & George were good friends of ours 
and of each other. Both would have been 21 in December. I will not forget either one of you. I miss you and 
treasure the times we had. Wayne 
Thursday, May 24, 2001 

Reed Conrad 
shasam@quixnet.net 
Friend of family from high school 
2140 Elysium Ave 
Eugene, OR 97401 USA 

Thanks for putting this together. Chester (which we knew him as in high school) Eddie and Karl, his 
brothers and I all wrestled in high school together, and played some football. I used to go over and hang 
out with Chester and flirt with his "Boss" lookin' sister. I have seen Eddie a few times since high school, but 
not in many years. Thanks again for remembering a great friend. Reed 
Sunday, December 16, 2001 

mailto:waynepilon@email.com
mailto:shasam@quixnet.net
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JOHN WAYNE LAFAYETTE  

MAJ - O4 - Army - Reserve 
MACV Advisors 

His tour began on Apr 6, 1966 
Casualty was on Nov 15, 1973 

In LZ, LAOS 
Hostile, died while missing, FIXED WING - CREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was not recovered 

Panel 06E - Line 90 

Doug and Amy Lafayette 
a7276673@gte.net 

 

Monday, November 01, 1999 

Doug Lafayette 
a7276673@gte.net 
Nephew 
73 Marimar St. 
Thousand Oaks, Ca 91360 USA 

John is my uncle. He was shot down when I was five years old. I am trying to collect all the information I 
can in regards to John's military service. I am particularly looking for stories from those who might have 
known him. Thanks to all who have paid the ultimate price for our freedom. Uncle John, you are not 
forgotten. Doug 
Saturday, October 23, 1999 

mailto:a7276673@gte.net
mailto:a7276673@gte.net
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MARTIN EDWIN LOVING  

CWO - W2 - Army - Reserve 
1st AVN BDE 

His tour began on Jul 17, 1970 
Casualty was on Jun 6, 1971 

In BIEN HOA, SOUTH VIETNAM 
NON-HOSTILE, FIXED WING - NONCREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 03W - Line 68 

William Stanley 
stanoui@peoplepc.com 
Served with him in Vietnam 
206 Omega Circle 
Enterprise, Al 36330 USA 
Friend 

Served with Mr. Loving in Vietnam. He worked in the image interpretation section, 73d SAC, Long Thanh 
North. I flew the mission in the YO3A before him. He was about to rotate home and asked Mr. Bourches for 
a ride. Robert Adams was the scheduled TO, and Mr. Loving took his place. Coordinated the search for the 
aircraft when it became overdue. He was a friend and is still missed. Was there with the bodies. 
Thursday, August 09, 2001 

mailto:stanoui@peoplepc.com
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LARRY FRANCIS LUCAS  

 

CAPT - O3 - Army - Regular 
1st Avn Bde 

Length of service 4 years 
His tour began on Dec 20, 1966 
Casualty was on Dec 20, 1966 

In , LAOS 
Hostile, died while missing, FIXED WING - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 13E - Line 64 

Hannah Ayers 
Ayersparky@adephia.net 
Granddaughter 
40233 Donomore Court 
Temecula, Ca 92591 USA 
A Message to Larry 

Larry was a wonderful man. In my eyes he is the greatest man in the world. He's a true American hero and 
will never be forgotten. I am so proud to be his granddaughter. 
Thursday, April 29, 2004 

mailto:Ayersparky@adephia.net
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Michael Holmes 
wvtx@snydertex.com 
Nephew 
Roadrunner Path 
Ira, Texas 79527 USA 
CAPT. LARRY FRANCIS LUCAS 

Larry was an incredible man, a true hero, and a wonderful uncle. I am so proud to be his nephew. 
Tuesday, August 06, 2002 

Michael Holmes 
wvtx@snydertex.com 
Nephew 
Roadrunner Path 
Ira, Texas 79527 USA 

The remains of Captain Larry Francis Lucas have been recovered by the United States Army. Confirmation 
was made in August 2002. Internment will take place in Arlington National Cemetery on a date to later be 
designated. On behalf of all of us who loved Larry so deeply, I want to express our sincere appreciation for 
the prayers offered by so many patriotic Americans. Larry was a true American hero. He will be deeply 
missed by all of us. GOD BLESS AMERICA! 
Monday, August 12, 2002 

John Fischer 
John_Fischer@worldnet.att.net 
Served with Larry 

I had the pleasure to know and serve with Larry in the 183rd Aviation Company. He was a fine man, a good 
soldier and a great aviator. All of us in the 183rd miss him. 
Monday, September 02, 2002 

 

mailto:wvtx@snydertex.com
mailto:wvtx@snydertex.com
mailto:John_Fischer@worldnet.att.net
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JOHN PAUL MADDEN 
CPL - E4 - Army - Selective Service 

Length of service 1 years 
His tour began on Mar 12, 1969 
Casualty was on Jul 18, 1969 

In LONG KHANH, SOUTH VIETNAM 
NON-HOSTILE, FIXED WING - NONCREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 20W - Line 15 

Ed Rohner 
cyclebear@rocketmail.com 
Friend 
217 West Bluff St 
Carroll, Iowa 51401 USA 
You are not forgotten. 

To family and friends of John Madden, John has not been forgotten. His tragic loss was rest membered, 
August 8, 1999. Thirty years after his senseless death, a small group of Veterans from the 73rd SAC, from 
1969 paid him a visit at "The Wall". Ron Wheeler, Rome, Georgia Gene Walker, Centre, Alabama Ed 
Rohner, Carroll, Iowa and Jack "Beetle" Bailey from Texas, all made a 30 year remembrance tour. John 
was not the only friend we lost that year. On August 29, 1969 Jackie Clyde DeHart, from Hampton, Virginia 
was also killed. Jackie's sister Mona Walker, her husband Bob and their children Jason and Nora joined us. 
It was a special trip. John Paul Madden will live with us all forever. Ed Rohner 73rd SAC Vung Tau, South 
Vietnam 1969 
Saturday, August 14, 1999 

mailto:cyclebear@rocketmail.com
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ROBERT WALTER MC CASKEY 
MAJ - O4 - Army - Reserve 

1st Cav Div 

Length of service 10 years 
His tour began on Jul 14, 1967 
Casualty was on Apr 7, 1968 

In , SOUTH VIETNAM 
HOSTILE, FIXED WING - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 48E - Line 44 

 

To my uncle 
Posted on 7/11/08 - by gravexrob@comcast.net - See more at: 

To my uncle I never got to meet. For that I am very saddened. If anyone has any stories or anything about 
him please email me. 

-Rob Logan 

For every soldier fallen, there remains a friend to remember 

Posted on 5/31/08 - by david mates tangooscar44@hotmail.com 
Major Mac, I am proud to have flown with you. I think of you often. 

I'm still thinking of you 

mailto:gravexrob@comcast.net
mailto:tangooscar44@hotmail.com
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Posted on 12/18/07 - by andy Slatt 

Maj Mac, 

I think and pray for you every day. 

Hello old friend 
Posted on 11/10/00 - by Dennis Smyth 

I looked for you in Alaska and at the St. Thomas Apostle anniversary but sadly found your name on the 
Wall. The last time I saw you, about 1952, you told me you were going to Alaska to paint. I always pictured 
you there. I'm sorry we didn't meet again. Your old friend, 

We Remember 

 

Robert is buried at Ft Sam Houston Nat Cemetery 
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GLENN DAVID MC ELROY  

 

LTC - O5 - Army - Reserve 
MACV ADVISORS 

Length of service 16 years 
His tour began on Mar 15, 1966 
Casualty was on Mar 16, 1967 

In , LAOS 
Hostile, died while missing, FIXED WING - NONCREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was not recovered 

Panel 16E - Line 95 

David R 
welcome home. 

The remains of Col. Glenn McElroy and fellow pilot Capt. John Nash were buried today at Arlington 
National Cemetery. Their OV-1 was shot down over Laos. Welcome home and may you finally rest in 
peace. 
Dec 1, 2011 

Name: Glenn David McElroy 
Rank/Branch: O5/US Army 
Unit: MACV J-2 Saigon SD 5891 flying with 20th ASTA "Nighthawks" (see note 
in text) 
Date of Birth: 09 June 1930 
Home City of Record: Sidney IL 
Loss Date: 15 March 1966 
Country of Loss: Laos 
Loss Coordinates: 164501N 1060522E 
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Status (in 1973): Killed/Body Not Recovered 
Category: 3 
Acft/Vehicle/Ground: OV1A Grumman 
Refno: 0276 

Source: Compiled from one or more of the following: raw data from U.S. Government agency sources, 
correspondence with POW/MIA families, published sources, interviews. Updated by the P.O.W. 
NETWORK in 1998. 

Other Personnel In Incident: John Michel Nash (copilot of the OV-1); David Holmes (pilot of an O1E). (both 
missing) 

REMARKS: 

SYNOPSIS: On March 15, 1966, Maj. Glenn D. McElroy flew in from Saigon to accompany Mike Nash 
on a photo reconnaissance run along Route 91 on the west side of the Se Nam Kok River valley northwest of 
Tchepone, Laos. Their radio call sign was "Ironspud". McElroy was the pilot of the OV1A Mohawk (serial 
#6313124) on this "Tigerhound" operation. McElroy was an intelligence officer assigned to HQ MACV J-2 
in Saigon. 

There was a large number of NVA in the area maintaining a truck park along the Ho Chi Minh Trail, as well 
as 6 gun emplacements (3AA + 3AW). At about 1:00 p.m., shortly before Nash and McElroy began their 
photo run on the west side of the valley, an Air Force O1E flown by Holmes was shot down on the valley's 
east side by at least one of the gun emplacements. 

Another O1E, call sign "Hound Dog 50" was dispatched immediately, and observed Holmes, apparently 
unconscious, sitting in the cockpit of his plane. About 2:35 p.m., Hound Dog 50 also observed the OV-1 
Mohawk flown by Nash and McElroy enter the line of enemy fire on the west side of the valley. The OV-1 
was hit by anti-aircraft fire and crashed. One parachute was observed leaving the damaged plane from the 
right side, and from the crew placement in the plane, it is believed that Nash ejected from the aircraft. 

Because of the plane losses and the discovery of the troops and gun emplacements, F-4's (call sign 
Oxwood 95) and A1E Skyraiders were called in and the ensuing battle raged for 4-5 hours that afternoon in 
the operational area known as "ECHO". 



 
OV1-Mohawk 
Honor Roll 

Those Who Served - 104 

On March 16, a search and rescue team flew to the crash site of David Holmes' O1E and found that the 
plane was empty. Their report states that he was either removed from the plane or left under his own 
power. URC-10 emergency radio signals were heard four times in the next six days, but it was thought that 
the signals were initiated by the enemy as voice contact was never made. Holmes, Nash and McElroy all 
had URC-10 radios. The fates of the three are unknown. 

Just over 20 years from the day Nash and McElroy's aircraft crashed, U.S. teams had the opportunity to 
examine and excavate the site. There was no shred of evidence that anyone died in the aircraft. No human 
remains or bone fragments were found. 

Aircrew Missing From Vietnam War Identified  

Crew Of Two Lost When OV-1A Mohawk Went Down During Recon Mission 

The Department of Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office (DPMO) says that the remains of two U.S. 
servicemen, missing in action from the Vietnam War, have been identified and returned to their families for 
burial with full military honors. 

Army Lt. Col. Glenn McElroy, 35, of Sidney, IL, and Capt. John M. Nash, 28, of Tipton, IN, were buried as a 
group, in a single casket representing the crew, on November 30, in Arlington National Cemetery near 
Washington, D.C. 
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CLINTON ALLEN MUSIL SR 
CAPT - O3 - Army - Reserve 

1st AVN BDE 

His tour began on May 31, 1971 
Casualty was on May 31, 1971 

In LZ, LAOS 
Non-Hostile, died missing, FIXED WING - NONCREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was not recovered 

Panel 03W - Line 60 

 

GARY TAYLOR 
GARTEE@AOL.COM 
OPERATIONS OFFICER 131 AVIATION COMPANY 

IT IS MY PLEASURE TO HAVE SERVED WITH AN OUTSTANDING OFFICER AND GENTLEMAN IN 
EVERY RESPECT. HIS FAMILY AND HIS COUNTRY HAVE EVERY RIGHT TO BE EXTREMELY PROUD 
OF HIM AND HIS FULL MEASURE OF SERVICE TO THIS NATION. I AM PROUD TO HAVE BEEN A 
"BROTHER IN ARMS" TO THIS OUTSTANDING AMERICAN. 
Thursday, February 03, 2000 

mailto:GARTEE@AOL.COM
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Danny & Wendy Spradling 
china@semo.net 
Not related 
Welcome Home! 

Well, Captain - Welcome Home. We received word today your remains have been identified, and you are 
now home. Our hearts and prayers are with your family. It's been a long road, but you made it, Brother. 
Rest in Peace. 

Friday, January 16, 2004 

mailto:china@semo.net
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JOHN MICHEL NASH 
CAPT - O3 - Army - Regular 

20th ASTA Det 

Length of service 6 years 
His tour began on Mar 15, 1966 
Casualty was on Mar 16, 1967 

In , LAOS 
Hostile, died while missing, FIXED WING - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was not recovered 

Panel 06E - Line 11 

David R 
none 
welcome home. 

The remains of Col. Glen McElroy and Capt. John Nash who went down over Laos in March 1966 in their 
OV-1 were buried today at Arlington National Cemetery. Welcome home and may you finally rest in peace. 
Dec 1, 2011 
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Murrell Sloan 
m.l.sloan@worldnet.att.net 
His brother, Pat and I attended flight school together 
12178 CR 313 E. 
Tyler, TX 75708 USA 

Outstanding officer and aviator. Really had a future going for him. I knew him only for a short time at Ft. 
Benning before he left for V-N. His brother and I went through flight school together. We were only a year 
behind Mike. I came into country shortly after Mike went down. I talked to members of his unit, all I could 
get was that Mike had gone down with his plane in a ball of fire. Body was never recovered. Truly a loss to 
the US Army and America. 
Thursday, January 13, 2000 

mailto:m.l.sloan@worldnet.att.net
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FRANK CHARLES NEWMAN  

 

LTC - O5 - Army - Reserve 
1st AVN BDE 

Length of service 16 years 
His tour began on Mar 11, 1969 
Casualty was on Feb 24, 1970 

In THUA THIEN, SOUTH VIETNAM 
NON-HOSTILE, FIXED WING - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 13W - Line 51 

John Mac Gowan 

LTC. Newman was my CO at 131st-Always had time for all the men in his command-I will never forget the 
day of the accident-God bless him for his service to our nation-John Mac Gowan 
Mar 9, 2013 
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LTC (RET.) STEPHEN W. BURRES, JR. 
CLASSMATE AT FORT SILL, OKLAHOMA (FAOAC 2-68) 
4001 WREN RD. 
TEMPLE,TX 76502 USA 

Frank was a fine officer, good friend, and is greatly missed. He and his wife Eva were bowling partners of 
Marilyn and me in a league comprised of classmates and their wives. I never had a chance to serve with 
him in Vietnam, but admired and respected him as our class leader at Fort Sill. I think of you often. Steve 
Friday, June 25, 1999 
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ROBERT GRAHAM NOPP  

 

LTC - O5 - Army - Reserve 
1st AVN BDE 

His tour began on Jul 14, 1966 
Casualty was on Dec 1, 1977 

In LZ, LAOS 
Non-Hostile, died missing, FIXED WING - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was not recovered 

Panel 09E - Line 20 

Bill Page 
bpage@abpg.com Friend of my dad's 601 Napa 
Valley # 525 Little Rock AR 72211 USA 

I knew him as a child. He and my father were best friends from flight school, I believe. He was funny - 
always playing around with me. I have vague memories, but his name has been mentioned over and over 
throughout the years in our household. 

He and my dad served in Viet Nam together in 1965-66. 

Dad saw him the day before his aircraft was lost. 
God Bless...Oct 8, 2007 

mailto:bpage@abpg.com
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Scott Nopp 
PFahlstrom-Nopp@Peacehealth.org 
Son 
2423 Otto St. 
Springfield, OR 97477 Looking for info 

I would like to hear any stories about my father that people may know. Thank you. 
Saturday, June 05, 1999 

mailto:PFahlstrom-Nopp@Peacehealth.org
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DAVID BRUCE PETERSON  

 

CAPT - O3 - Army - Regular 
1st Avn Bde 

Length of service 3 years 
His tour began on Apr 17, 1968 
Casualty was on Mar 21, 1969 

In , SOUTH VIETNAM 
HOSTILE, FIXED WING - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 28W - Line 1 

LAROLD HAGLUND 
206 4TH ST NW PO BOX 116 
PENNOCK, MN 56279 USA 

I knew you with the 225th Aviation Company at Phu Hiep from July 68 until March 21, 1969. I flew night re-
con missions with you during that time. I also worked in the Operations office and got first news of your 
plane getting shot down that day. You were a good man and a brave pilot and, it was an honor to have 
served with you. I have thought about you many times, you have not been forgotten. Rest in peace 
CAPTAIN PETERSON. 
Tuesday, October 14, 2003 
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Jerry Basham 
High school classmate and chum 
Lincoln, Ne 68506 USA 

You were one of the "solid" ones in school, Dave. I remember you seeming to have a lot more internal 
direction than most of us back then had. It seems fitting that you turned out to be an American Hero. It 
really does. 
Sunday, February 26, 2006 

Rod Anderson 
randerson@pie.midco.net 
Flight School classmate 
1009 S Garfield Ave 
Pierre, SD 57501 US 
Remembering a fellow Mohawk pilot 

Dave got to Nam one month before me. I flew with the 245th at Marble Mountain and remember David 
visiting our base and at one time I had a photo of him visiting with some of our pilots. I went home in May 
69 remembering that Dave should have gone home in April, one month before me. 
Wednesday, May 03, 2006 

Paul Peterson 
His Uncle 
Tucson, AZ 85730 I have never forgotten your sacrifice. 

I remember that day I heard you were killed. All I could say was what a loss, to be wasted on such a war. 
You did what all American heroes do. You did your Job, and gave the ultimate sacrifice for your country. I 
was not too proud of our politicians, but I will always until I die, be proud of you. Uncle Paul 
Monday, May 29, 2006 

mailto:randerson@pie.midco.net
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ROBERT EDWARD PITTMAN 

 

SP4 - E4 - Army - Regular 
1st Avn Bde 

Length of service 2 years 
His tour began on Sep 28, 1966 
Casualty was on Oct 18, 1967 

In , NORTH VIETNAM 
Non-Hostile, died missing, FIXED WING - NONCREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was not recovered 

Panel 28E - Line 38 

Bobby's sister Pittman 
patsyp22@hotmail.com 
Brother 

My brother was as close to me as a twin. He wasn't lost in 1967, they just decided to use that year to mark 
his death. He has been forgotten by the Government. He was lost in Sept 1966, and we were never told 
as much as I have found listed on the Internet. We will never get the straight story from the government 
because the US would not admit that we were in the area he was lost in, (North Vietnam). He was listed as 
an observer, but he was on missions every time he flew. He was a wonderful brother and I miss him 
terribly. 
Wednesday, July 28, 2004 

mailto:patsyp22@hotmail.com
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Linda Wilsher-Clance 
gulfbrat2@yahoo.com 
school mate 
Never Forget 

Bobby, you are not forgotten. I can still remember when we were in school together at John Gorie Jr. High 
in Jacksonville, FL. We often would go to the local teen center and dance together. You always had a smile 
for everyone. I pray your parents knew how much everyone around you liked you and share good 
memories of those earlier times. I also lost my brother two short years later. It seems like there were so 
many we lost but we never forgot. Go in peace and rest well. Linda 
Sunday, January 05, 2003 

mailto:gulfbrat2@yahoo.com
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WILLIAM T PITTMAN Not killed in a crash  
SP4 - E4 - Army - Selective Service 

1st AVN BDE 

Length of service 1 years 
His tour began on May 2, 1967 
Casualty was on Feb 25, 1968 

In VINH LONG, SOUTH VIETNAM 
HOSTILE, GROUND CASUALTY 

ARTILLERY, ROCKET, or MORTAR 
Body was recovered 

Panel 41E - Line 27 

you are always in my mind 
Posted on 8/17/03 - by Vincent Ensign 

I will always remember your smile 

We Remember 
Posted on 5/31/10 - by Robert Sage rsage@austin.rr.com 

William is buried at Gordon's Chapel Cemetery in Hull,GA. PH 

mailto:rsage@austin.rr.com
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STEVEN JAY POPKIN  

 

CAPT - O3 - Army - Reserve 
1st Avn Bde 

Length of service 6 years 
His tour began on Apr 29, 1967 
Casualty was on Feb 28, 1968 

In , SOUTH VIETNAM 
HOSTILE, FIXED WING - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 41E - Line 71 
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A Friend 
A friend 
A Great Guy 

Everyone who knew Steve liked him. His smile, biting wit, sarcastic humor, and his professional ability 
made him one of the best in the company. He was a realist and saw the war for what it was, not the 
idealistic deliverance of South Vietnam from the horrors of communism, but the day-to-day routine of pre-
flight inspection, mission planning, intel briefings and the often monotonous 2-3 hour flights over triple 
canopy jungle. And also the occasional mortar attacks and ground probes - especially after the Tet 
Offensive. Steve took all this in stride and often uttered what most of us thought: "this place sucks!" The 
primary target for his witticisms and good-natured barbs was the Imagery Interpretation Section, even 
going so far as to get a T-shirt made with the caveat "I.I. Sucks" on the front. What a guy! We knew Steve 
wanted so much to get home - he had a new son and hopefully that lad has carried on in his dad's 
footsteps. That February day was so sad - Steve went up to give a newbie Capt. from G2 Air an orientation 
ride - and they came back, their bodies wrapped in parachute cloth on a chopper - I won't forget that and I 
cried. I still miss you Steve. God rest your soul and shalom. 

Wednesday, June 21, 2006 

Charles Shockley 
CSHOCK1@ix.netcom.com 
Fellow Pilot at Can Tho with the 244th Avn Co. 

I remember Popkin, as we called him, as a very outgoing person with a joy of life concealed under his 
humor through cynicism. The last words I ever heard from him was his loud declaration just before he 
entered his hut. "THIS PLACE SUCKS!" We all laughed and felt the same. He then got his gear to go to the 
flight line, took off in his OV-1 Mohawk and never came back. A friendly Vietnam Outpost saw the crash. 
There was no radio call or emergency declared as I understood it. He was a good soldier and is not 
forgotten! Captain Charles C. Shockley 244th Avn. Co. 
Saturday, May 29, 1999 

Bruce Gaylord 
bgaylord@bbtel.com 
served with the good Captain 
Irvington, KY 40146 
You were deeply missed, Sir! 

I served as an observer and flew with Captain Popkin a few times. He was 
an excellent Army aviator and an officer the enlisted men respected. His 
humor is what endeared him to all. All of the observers still believe that he 
should not have been flying with the untrained in the right-seat. I have no 
idea how he got the nick-name "little Stevie Wonder" but somehow it fit. 
R.I.P. 
Tuesday, April 26, 2005 

 

mailto:CSHOCK1@ix.netcom.com
mailto:bgaylord@bbtel.com
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JAMES WILLIAM RAGLE  

SSGT - E6 - Army - Regular 

Length of service 20 years 
His tour began on Nov 22, 1966 
Casualty was on Aug 19, 1967 

In QUANG NGAI, SOUTH VIETNAM 
Hostile, died of wounds, HELICOPTER - NONCREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 25E - Line 17 

We Remember 
Posted on 1/6/13 - by Robert Sage rsage@austin.rr.com 

James is buried at Lemmons Cemetery, Ireland,IN. 

mailto:rsage@austin.rr.com
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DENNIS MICHAEL RATTIN  

 
SSGT - E6 - Army - Regular 

1st AVN BDE 

His tour began on Oct 16, 1969 
Casualty was on Feb 22, 1978 

In LZ, LAOS 
Non-Hostile, died missing, FIXED WING - NONCREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was not recovered 

Panel 17W - Line 85 

James Mobley 
bamajim105@yahoo.com 
friend, comrade, partner, same unit 
18344 Hwy 125 Brundidge AL 36010 USA 
My Friend May You Rest In Peace. We Love You 

Dennis, my friend. Finally I have some closure to all that happened to us in a land so far away. I was the 
company clerk and spoke with Dennis just prior to the takeoff. Only had 54 days left before coming home. I 
typed most of the letters to his family, and I want to say, there hasn't been a day that has passed that 
Dennis hasn't been on my mind. To the family, should you read this, I would like very much to communicate 
with you. Rest assured that he was a fine man. Just remember: ALL GAVE SOME AND SOME GAVE ALL. 
MAY GOD BLESS 
Oct 2, 2008 

mailto:bamajim105@yahoo.com


OV1-Mohawk Those Who Served - 122 
Honor Roll 

Jim Mc Graw 
jmcgraw@daily-journal.com 
Friend of his Father 
Kankakee, IL 

As of November 18, 2002 Dennis and his father, Stanley, are together again. I don't think any father could 
ever be more proud of his son and the sacrifices he made for this country than Stan was of Dennis. 
Friday, November 29, 2002 

We Remember 
Posted on 8/27/11 - by Robert Sage rsage@austin.rr.com 

Dennis has a military marker in his memory at Mount Calvary Cemetery, Kankakee, Kankakee County, IL. 

Dennis! You are not forgotten!! 

Posted on 11/29/02 - by Paul Jacobsen 

It's been over thirty years but I still remember the way you looked and I remember the day of your loss. You 
and your family have paid a terrible price. 

You have friends here. www.ov-1.com 

REMARKS: 

SYNOPSIS: On 16 October 1969 Capt. Lawrence R. Booth, pilot, and then Sgt. Dennis M. Rattin, 
technical observer, comprised the crew of an OV1C aircraft on a night reconnaissance mission enroute to 
the Thai/Lao border. At 1730 hours, Capt. Booth made normal radio contact with base. At that time he 
reported the flight was progressing normally. At 1815 hours, a Forward Air Control (FAC) aircraft 
requested a radio check from all aircraft in the area, but received no response from Capt. Booth or Sgt. 
Rattin. 

The next morning the company commander of the Nighthawks conducted an aerial reconnaissance of the 
region. During this search, he saw what appeared to be a parachute hanging in the trees. Other members 
of their company continued the aerial search for a number of days, but were unable to locate the Mohawk's 
wreckage or establish contact with either one of the downed crewmen. No ground search was possible 
due to the heavy enemy troop concentration in the area. At the time the formal search was terminated, 
Lawrence Booth and Dennis Rattin were both immediately listed Missing in Action. 

The location of loss placed them in rugged jungle-covered mountains approximately 3 miles northwest of 
Ban Hatham, 20 miles southeast of Moung Cha and 72 miles northeast of Vientiane, Bolikhamxai 
Province, Laos. 

mailto:jmcgraw@daily-journal.com
mailto:rsage@austin.rr.com
http://here.www.ov-1.com/
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Capt. Booth and Sgt. Rattin are among nearly 600 Americans who disappeared in Laos. Many of these 
men were known to be alive on the ground. The Laotians admitted holding "tens of tens" of American 
Prisoners of War, but these men were never negotiated for either by direct negotiation between our 
countries or through the Paris Peace Accords which ended the War in Vietnam since Laos was not a party 
to that agreement. 
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DANIEL MARTIN RICHARDS  

 

SP5 - E5 - Army - Regular 

His tour began on Sep 28, 1971 
Casualty was on Aug 12, 1972 

In QUANG NAM, SOUTH VIETNAM 
NON-HOSTILE, FIXED WING - NONCREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 01W - Line 64 

Ed Sera 
arduino123@yahoo.com 
high school friend 
1095 Port Austin Rd. Port Austin MI 48467 Huron 
not forgotten 

Dan was a guy that had a great smile and one helluva of an athlete. He played football for Notre Dame 
High and got a scholarship to play football in college. He would have done great things had he lived. In 
high school - he was a 'jock' and I was a 'greaser' and the two groups didn't associate much. But Dan 
and I were friends and I could count on him if needed. He was just one of those folks that everyone liked and 
he liked everyone. I send condolences to his family and let them know he did influence others’ lives in a 
positive way. 
Mar 18, 2008 

mailto:arduino123@yahoo.com
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Judith Conigliaro 
judith_conigliaro@comcast.net 
Grade School Friend, St. Veronica 
5041 Breckenridge Dr. NE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49525 USA 

A brief memory of Dan came to me only yesterday, 11/24/05 - I recall hearing of his death shortly after he 
died. He is the only vet I knew personally who died in Viet Nam. We attended the same grade school (St. 
Veronica's in East Detroit, MI). I never saw him after 1963. But his death touched my life and thoughts of 
him have followed me all these years. I recall him being tall and having a wonderful smile. Technology has 
allowed me to share my thoughts of the young boy I knew so very long ago whose life was taken too soon. 
God Bless you, Danny. A long ago friend, Judith Ann Conigliaro 
Friday, November 25, 2005 

 

We Remember Posted on 12/19/09 - by Robert Sage rsage@austin.rr.comDan is buried at Mount Olivet 
Cemetery in Detroit, MI. 

mailto:judith_conigliaro@comcast.net
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GEORGE HENRY ROGALLA  

 

CWO - W2 - Army - Reserve 
1st AVN BDE 

His tour began on Feb 26, 1970 
Casualty was on Nov 2, 1970 

In QUANG NAM, SOUTH VIETNAM 
NON-HOSTILE, FIXED WING - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 06W - Line 36 

Martin Windham 
msw@pstel.net 

I was one of the Marines that found the wreckage of the Mohawk along with the bodies of Spec. 4 John 
King and CWO George Rogalla. We carried the bodies up the mountain (Hill 845 in Quang Nam 
Province)so they could be picked up by the Army. They were flying in very hazardous weather, which 
showed their dedication and bravery. I will never forget. 
Mar 15, 2011 

mailto:msw@pstel.net
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Gregory Sigler 
greg@efls.net 
T.O. 131st. Flew with George. 
56 Cognewaugh Rd Cos Cob CT. 06807 USA 
On Eagles Wings 

As a Technical Observer in the 131st, I flew many missions with George. While not flying, George was a 
friend and no finer person will ever live that will have more heart, compassion, patriotism and dedication to 
duty than George. It was my pleasure and honor to have known and flown with him. He has always been 
and always will be in my prayers. God is holding you in the palm of his hands. 
Jun 1, 2010 

Glenn Johnmeyer 
pacrimrat@yahoo.com 
Army Classmate 

George was a flight school classmate, and friend. He was the youngest in our class, and one of the top 
graduates. George was always positive, and just an all-round great guy. George was killed while flying his 
OV-1 Mohawk recon aircraft, not a helicopter. 
Tuesday, January 18, 2000 

Joe Kamego 
kamegojoe@aol.com 
Friend 
5206 Bama Dr. 
Arlington, TX 76017 USA 
Friend 

I attended grade school with George at Ascension Catholic grade school for eight years. He was always 
very interested in flying even then. He was such a wonderful friend. Always cheerful, smiling, helpful and 
all around great guy. Very serious student whom I considered a good friend. We played on the grade 
school football team together and though he was not a great athlete he gave a 100% effort. We went to 
different high schools and didn't keep in touch. George graduated from LaSalle High school in Detroit, MI 
and earned his pilot’s license during high school. I enlisted in the U.S. Army in December of 1968 and went 
to Vietnam in July 1969.And I met a cousin of George's who informed me that George was also had also 
enlisted and then later told me of him also being in Nam. I returned home in May of 1970. I attended 
George's funeral at Ascension Catholic Church while home on leave. I thank you for this site as i have not 
yet been able to view the Wall in person yet. i hope to be able to do that someday. I will never forget 
George and the others Heroes who gave their lives in Viet Nam. I think too many have already been 
forgotten. Thank you for your remembering these brave soldiers. Joe Kamego Old Friend 

Monday, September 13, 1999 

mailto:greg@efls.net
mailto:pacrimrat@yahoo.com
mailto:kamegojoe@aol.com
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Wayne Pilon 
waynepilon@email.com 
Friend and Crew chief 
1916 16th St. S. 
Moorhead, MN 56560 
I WILL REMEMBER YOU 

I am very proud to say that I knew George Rogalla. I think of him very often and still see his grin and trusting 
eyes. The crew chiefs on the flight line were very fortunate to be associated with this very young professional. 
He was courteous to us and valued our opinions. Some of us even got to know him on a social level. I 
believe that rank just got in the way for George. he just liked people. I was the crew chief that sent him and 
John King off on their last flight on that night. I remember being awakened a few hours later by John 
Quillen, and being told that one of our birds didn't come back from its mission. When I asked which one. He 
told me that it was George & John. My heart sank and I was in disbelief. How could it be? However, it sank in a 
few days later when we had a company memorial service in the theater. George & John were so young, both 
soon to be 21. Just want to say that I miss & love both of you. Wayne Wednesday, May 23, 2001 

Bill Ward 
wardw@eur.disa.mil 
Army Flight School Classmate 

George was a classmate in Army Flight School. I remember him as quiet and un-assuming with a devilish 
sense of humor. He was always ready to help when you needed coaching or explanations about anything 
flying! My fondest memory of him is his face next to me while doing push-ups in the pouring rain. He was 
smiling the whole time! RIP, George, we all miss you! Friday, June 04, 2004 

George is buried at Mt Olivet Cemetery, Detroit, MI 

 

mailto:waynepilon@email.com
mailto:wardw@eur.disa.mil
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RUSSELL ALLEN ROWE 
CWO - W2 - Army - Reserve 

1st AVN BDE 

His tour began on Feb 15, 1970 
Casualty was on Jul 19, 1970 

In THUA THIEN, SOUTH VIETNAM 
Hostile, died of wounds, GROUND CASUALTY 

ARTILLERY, ROCKET, or MORTAR 
Body was recovered 

Panel 08W - Line 33 

Larry Logsden 
lelogsden@gmail.com 
Flight school roommate for 9 months 
114 Rollinghills Dr. Elko, NV 89801 United States 
Flight school room-mate 

Perhaps the most crushing loss, of all my fellows because I didn't learn of it until I read his name in the roll, 
in the book THE WALL after its publication in the 80's, or whenever. He and I were closer than I and any of 
my own three brothers. 
Aug 29, 2011 

Michael Johnston 
zawhy2002@yahoo.com 
Friend 
1867 Smith Rd Fortson Georgia 31808 USA 
The Preacher 

I attended Great Mills High School one year ahead of Russell. We played on the football team together and 
he was my brother Richard's best friend. One of our coaches gave Russell the nickname 'Preacher' 
because he was always talking and kidding the other players. He was a great kidder and he always kept us 
going even through the tough practices and an always losing season. My brother has never been able to 
visit the wall because of Russell. I have been to the wall 10 times, although I live 840 miles away. I have 
many friends there and I never want to forget them. 
Jul 18, 2009 

mailto:lelogsden@gmail.com
mailto:zawhy2002@yahoo.com
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GARY TAYLOR 
GARTEE@AOL.COM 

RUSS ROWE BROUGHT ME THE NEWS OF THE BIRTH OF MY FIRST BORN SON. I WAS ON 
TEMPORARY DUTY IN THAILAND; RUSS HAD BROUGHT A REPLACEMENT AIRPLANE AND MAIL 
TO THE SITE. THE DATE WAS JULY 1, 1970. RUSS BROUGHT THE NOTICE THAT HAD BEEN 
TELEGRAPHED BY THE RED CROSS TO ME TO INFORM ME THAT MY SON HAD ARRIVED. RUSS 
WAS A FINE YOUNG MAN, A GREAT PILOT, A FRIEND, AND AN OUTSTAND AMERICAN AND 
SOLDIER. HE GAVE A FULL MEASURE FOR THIS COUNTRY. HIS FAMILY, FRIENDS AND THIS 
NATION CAN BE PROUD OF HIM AND HIS SERVICE. I AM PROUD TO HAVE BEEN A "BROTHER IN 
ARMS" TO THIS GREAT AMERICAN. YOUNG MEN LIKE RUSSELL ROWE HAVE MADE THIS 
COUNTRY GREAT AND FREE. 

Thursday, February 03, 2000 

I Never Got to Meet You 
Posted on 4/15/14 

But you are still well-loved by your little brother, Doug. He has never gotten over losing you, and I don't 
think he ever will. We still have a suitcase with your flight suit. We have moved numerous times since we 
married 8 years ago, and that suitcase goes everywhere we go. 

He adored you when you were alive and he still does, Russ. I can't ease my husband's sorrow over your 
death, but I can thank you for your service. I hope we meet one day. 

Debbie Rowe 

Remember Great Mills 
Posted on 6/3/99 - by Merrill 

It has been a long time but I have never forgotten you. I knew you best at Great Mills High School though 
you were actually in my sister's class. I always had a little crush on you, mainly I think, because you made 
me laugh. You always seemed to love life and had so much fun. Remember kicking the bobby pins in the 
metal desks to drive our algebra teacher crazy - frequently (well usually) sending her running down the hall 
to the principal's office? I'm sorry sorry sorry you are gone. But you will never be forgotten. 

We Remember 
Posted on 12/19/04 - by Robert Sage rsage@austin.rr.com 

Russell is buried at Arlington National Cemetery 

mailto:GARTEE@AOL.COM
mailto:rsage@austin.rr.com
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JAMES TERRY SAVAGE 

 

SGT - E5 - Army - Selective Service 
1st AVN BDE 

His tour began on Jun 7, 1969 
Casualty was on Oct 14, 1969 

In KHANH HOA, SOUTH VIETNAM 
NON-HOSTILE, HELICOPTER - NONCREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 17W - Line 78 

Keith Savage 
Son 
Georgia USA 

I wish I had known you as my father. I love you and I know I will see you again in the hereafter. I'm blessed 
to have a hero like you for a father. 
Tuesday, November 29, 2005 
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Class Mate & One of my best friends. 
Posted on 12/25/06 - by Kenneth Adams CSM RET ktadams@bellsouth.net 

I will never forget Terry, a very close friend. 

 

mailto:ktadams@bellsouth.net
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JAMES PHILLIP SCHIMBERG  

 

SP4 - E4 - Army - Selective Service 
Field Forces 

Length of service 2 years 
His tour began on Jan 9, 1966 
Casualty was on Jan 10, 1967 

In , SOUTH VIETNAM 
Non-Hostile, died missing, FIXED WING - CREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 04E - Line 60 
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You are not forgotten 

He is buried at Arlington National Cemetery. 

Aug 25, 2006 

Gary Alton goalton@erols.com 
Later Commander of the Unit 14502 El Rio Court Woodbridge, 
VA 22193 USA Thank God You Are Home 

Jim - I attended the services for on Friday at Arlington National 
Cemetery. As a later Commander of our unit, after you and 
Thad Williams were reported as MIA, I had a keen knowledge 
of your courage under fire. Your response to your call to duty 
was instrumental in our entire unit earning the Valorous Unit 
Citation for heroism above and beyond the call of duty. I was 
able to meet your brother after I heard the wonderful way he 
described your life, during his tribute to 
you in the Chapel. His tribute recalled your maturing into the 
fine young man you came to be. I am honored to have been 
able to represent our unit and the OV-1 Mohawk Assn., and I 
humbly thank you for your supreme sacrifice. I am happy that you have come home. 
Sunday, February 28, 1999 

 

mailto:goalton@erols.com
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SYNOPSIS: James Schimberg was the observer on an OV1C Mohawk flying out of Hue/Phu Bai Airbase 
with the 20th Aviation Detachment (later known as the 131st Aviation Company). On January 9, 1966, 
Schimberg and his pilot, Thaddeus Williams flew a night reconnaissance mission in South Vietnam. 

The last radio contact with Schimberg's plane was made when the plane was a short distance southwest of 
the city of Tuy Hoa in Phu Yen Province. The two men were listed Missing In Action by the Army. One year 
and a day later, the two were listed "KIA" based on no new information that they were alive. Most of the 
details of the loss of Schimberg and Williams' aircraft is still classified (1989). The OV1C was outfitted with 
infrared detection equipment and a forward aimed camera. The infrared sensor was especially valuable in 
surveillance because the North Vietnamese and Viet Cong relied so heavily upon darkness to conceal their 
activity. The planes were generally unarmed. Schimberg is among nearly 2500 Americans who did not 
come home from Southeast Asia at the end of the war. Unlike the MIAs of other wars, many of these men 
can be accounted for. Tragically, over 8000 reports of Americans still in captivity in Southeast Asia have 
been received by the U.S., yet freedom for them seems beyond our grasp. NOTE: The 20th Aviation 
Detachment existed until December 1966, at which time it was reassigned as the 131st Aviation Company, 
223rd Aviation Battalion (Combat Support). The 131st Aviation Company had been assigned to I Corps 
Aviation Battalion since June 1966, when it arrived in Vietnam. In August 1967, the 131st Aviation 
Company was reassigned to the 212th Aviation Battalion where it remained until July 1971, whereupon it 
transferred out of Vietnam. 

There were a large number of pilots lost from this unit, including Thaddeus E. Williams and James P. 
Schimberg (January 9, 1966); John M. Nash and Glenn D. McElroy (March 15, 1966); James W. Gates 
and John W. Lafayette (April 6, 1966); Robert G. Nopp and Marshall Kipina (July 14, 1966); Jimmy M. 
Brasher and Robert E. Pittman (September 28, 1966); James M. Johnstone and James L. Whited 
(November 19, 1966); Larry F. Lucas (December 20, 1966); and Jack W. Brunson and Clinton A. Musil 
(May 31, 1971). Missing OV1 aircraft crew from the 20th/131st represent well over half of those lost on 
OV1 aircraft during the war. 

U.S. Army records list both Nopp and Kipina as part of the "131st Aviation Company, 14th Aviation 
Battalion", yet according to "Order of Battle" by Shelby Stanton, a widely recognized military source, this 
company was never assigned to the 14th Aviation Battalion. The 131st was known as "Nighthawks", and 
was a surveillance aircraft company. No. 198-M MEMORANDUM FOR CORRESPONDENTS 
December 22, 1998 

The remains of three American servicemen previously unaccounted-for from the war in Southeast 
Asia have been identified and are being returned to the United States for burial. Two are identified as 
Capt. Thaddeus E. Williams Jr., Mobile, Ala., and Spc. 4 James P. Schimberg, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, both 
U. S. Army. The name of the third, a U.S. Navy officer lost in North Vietnam in 1965, is being withheld at 
the request of his family. 

On Jan. 9, 1966, Williams, with crew member Schimberg, was flying his OV1-C Mohawk on a night 
combat surveillance mission over Phu Yen province, South Vietnam when radio contact was lost at 
midnight. He was forced to fly "dead reckoning" as the navigation system on the aircraft was inoperable. 
Weather in the area was marginal, with dense cloud cover over the mountains when their last radio 
contact was heard. Their aircraft never returned to home base. Search attempts discovered no evidence 
of ei ther the aircraft or the crew. 
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In August 1993 a joint team of specialists from the U.S. Joint Task Force-Full Accounting and from 
Vietnam interviewed two Vietnamese informants in a local village near the suspected crash site. One of 
the villagers said he had recovered bone fragments, two identification tags and Williams' identification card 
in 1979. He recalled that one of the identification tags contained a name beginning with "S." The joint 
team flew an aerial survey of the suspected crash location, but found no evidence of the loss. 

The following month, one of the informants met with the team again and presented them with 
identification tags with both Williams' and Schimberg's name affixed. He also turned over the bone 
fragments he claimed were those from the crash. 

Anthropological analysis of the remains and other evidence by the U.S. Army Central Identification 
Laboratory Hawaii established the identification of both Williams and Schimberg. Mitochondrial DNA 
testing was used to help confirm the identifications. 

With the identification of these three servicemen, the remains of 510 Americans have been 
accounted for since 1973, and 2,073 are still unaccounted-for from the war in Southeast Asia. The U.S. 
government welcomes and appreciates the cooperation of the government of the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam that led to the accounting of these servicemen. We hope that such cooperation will bring 
increased results in the future. Achieving the fullest possible accounting for these Americans is of the 
highest national priority. 

April 19, 1999 
Vietnam veteran's remains return to Iowa 33 years later 

CEDAR RAPIDS, Iowa (AP) - The remains of a Cedar Rapids soldier killed in Vietnam were returned to 
his home city for burial 33 years after he was reported missing. 

Jim Schimberg's remains arrived at The Eastern Iowa Airport on Wednesday. A military escort from Fort 
Leavenworth, Kan., accompanied Schimberg's casket. 

A fond remembrance 
Posted on 3/7/99 - by Michael Robert Patterson webmaster@arlingtoncemetery.com 

Specialist Schimberg and Captain Thaddeus E. Williams, Jr. were killed in Vietnam when their OV-1 
Mohawk was shot down. Their remains were recovered in 1993 and brought to the Army Central 
Identification Laboratory in Hawaii where there were positively identified through the use of DNA analysis 
in 1999. They were laid to rest in Arlington National Cemetery in February 1999. 

. 

We Remember 
Posted on 11/17/11 - by Robert Sage rsage@austin.rr.com 

James is buried at Arlington National Cemetery. 

mailto:webmaster@arlingtoncemetery.com
mailto:rsage@austin.rr.com
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JAMES JOHN SHERECK 

 

CAPT - O3 - Army - Reserve 
1st Avn Bde 

His tour began on Sep 16, 1970 
Casualty was on Mar 4, 1971 

In , SOUTH VIETNAM 
NON-HOSTILE, HELICOPTER - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 04W - Line 22 

Dale Robertson 
dalewr99@hotmail.com 
Friend & Fellow Unit Member 
85 Sycamore ST Sedona AZ 86351 
Jim, it's been a long time! 

Jim, I still miss you! I've lost contact with your son, Tony. (Tony, if you see this, pls email me 
dalewr99@hotmail.com) God Bless you, you can be so proud of your dad! Dale 
Oct 3, 2007 

mailto:dalewr99@hotmail.com
mailto:dalewr99@hotmail.com
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CWO Dale Robertson (SPUD 11) 
dalewr99@hotmail.com 
Friend/Fellow Warrior 

Savannah, Ga. 31401 US 

Jim Shereck was a fine fellow. I still have the US Forces, Viet Nam Drivers' License he signed. Jim was 
not a helicopter pilot, he flew OV-1 Mohawks out of the 131st Aviation Company (Aerial Surveillance) at 
the Hue-Phu Bai airport. We lost Jim shortly after I was returned to the states on emergency leave. He 
was flying an aircraft to which I had kinda, sorta been assigned. I understand his "right seat" survived. I 
would like to hear from him. God Bless Jim on this Memorial Day, 2000. CWO Dale Robertson (SPUD 
11). Saturday, May 27, 2000 

GARY TAYLOR 
GARTEE@AOL.COM 
OPERATIONS OFFICER 131 AVIATION COMPANY 

JOHN SHERECK WAS A GENTLEMAN IN EVERY RESPECT. HIS FAMILY AND COUNTRY CAN BE 
PROUD OF HIS SERVICE. IT WAS MY DISTINCT PLEASURE TO KNOW HIM, TO FLY WITH HIM AND 
TO HAVE HIM AS A "BROTHER IN ARMS" 
Thursday, February 03, 2000 

 

mailto:dalewr99@hotmail.com
mailto:GARTEE@AOL.COM


OV1-Mohawk 
Honor Roll 

Those Who Served - 139 

Captain James John Shereck was born March 19, 1939, in Bagley, Minnesota. He had a wife, Susan, two 
daughters, Dawn and Christine, and a son, Anthony. He was survived by his mother, Mrs. Adeline 
Shereck, and four brothers, Ronald, John, Dennis, and Vernon. 

He completed a four year enlistment in the Navy after high school and then enlisted in the Army. Toward 
the end of his enlistment he was accepted for the Army's Warrant Officer Pilot program, training at Fort 
Wolters in flight class 66-21 and at Fort Rucker in flight class 66-23 before receiving his wings on 14 
February 1967. He was assigned to the 191st Assault Helicopter Company in Vietnam and completed a full 
tour of duty in 1967-68. 

On his return from Vietnam, he received an officer's commission in the Army Reserve and underwent 
fixed-wing flight training at Fort Huachuca, Arizona, qualifying in the OV-1B Mohawk. He returned to 
Vietnam on 16 Sep 1970, assigned to the 131st Aviation Company at Phu Bai. 

On 04 March 1971, while returning from a night reconnaissance mission, his aircraft suffered an engine 
failure. As the aircraft approached its base, the other engine failed. Captain Shereck remained in the 
aircraft until his technical observer had ejected, whereupon he ejected. His ejection seat malfunctioned 
and he fell to earth still strapped to the seat. 

He is buried in the Silver Bay Cemetery, Silver Bay, Minnesota, on a wooded hillside overlooking Lake 
Superior. 

DAD 
Even though I never really knew you (being I was only five when you were killed), you have always meant 
the world to me. I remember you through photos and stories from the "Spuds", your old Mohawk crew. 
When you were killed a part of me died with you. There are so many names on the Wall. The war was such 
a waste of human life. Maybe all the names who made the sacrifice of life won't be forgotten. Maybe 
people will see this Wall and think this waste of life can't happen ever again. I think about you almost every 
day and I still cry. It's been 24 years since you were killed but I guess some scars never heal, you just learn 
to hide them. 

Love, your only son 
Tony 

NEVER-ENDING WAR 3-28-87 

The Vietnam War has never ended. I still fight when I sleep. 
Too many men fell in the jungles called "HELL". Their memories are planted deep. 
The Vietnam War has never ended. Their memories stay alive. 
Down at the VA, a man's in a chair, but his legs aren't there. 
One man walks with a walker, another with a cane. 
Still another shoots with a needle, escaping the Vietnam pain. 
The Vietnam War has never ended, it will live til I die. 
The war won't let me forget. 
And even though I'm not a vet, at night when I sleep I still cry. 
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A letter and poem left at the 
Traveling Wall, Bismarck, ND, June 4, 1995, 
by Tony Shereck 

14 Mar 2005 
Captain Shereck, 

In December of 2003, I was honored to meet with your brother, John James Shereck and his wife. We had 
a great visit and talked about you ... he misses you a lot. 

Then, shortly before Christmas, I visited your mother, Adeline. I brought a bouquet of flowers and had a 
great 45 minute visit with her. One thing she said just stuck with me. She said "he was a good boy". 

She remembered you as a "good boy" ... I remember you as a "good man" because you treated everyone 
around you with utmost respect. 

From your crewchief and friend, 
Wayne Pilon 
1916 16th Street South, Moorhead, Mn 56560 
waynepilon@email.com 

16 Feb 2006 

Outside Looking In 
By Rena Shereck 

I've gone through life 
Broken and abused 
Torn in two between what is right, and what is wrong 
I have always been on the outside looking in 

In my life, my tears have fallen 
Shattered on the ground like an iced over heart. 
Rejected by others who I've known so long 
Only so I can be on the outside looking in. 

Through my life, I have seen people within 
Their hearts are cold 
They like to see people in pain, so they can laugh 
Have they ever been on the outside looking in? 

Always looking in, from the rain and the cold 
Always looking at the fun they have 
Always caring when someone falls, even if it hurts me 
I am always on the outside looking in. 

mailto:waynepilon@email.com
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They are warm when outside I am cold 
Soaking wet from the pouring rain 
Do they even see me? 
When I am outside looking in 

Do they see the pain I go through? 
Do they see what they have done? 
Are they, like the bat, blind as night? 
Do they see me looking in? 

I am on the outside looking in 
I have been on the outside looking in? 
Unless change in this world happens 
Many will be on the outside looking in. 

I did not know you because I wasn't born at the time. But this poem made me think of all those who serve 
in our history. My name is Rena Shereck, I am the daughter of Tim Shereck and Grandaughter to Wilmer 
Shereck. I hope this will stand for something to everyone sometime. I am thankful for your cause and wish 
you could be here with us. I do not know much about my family because I live with my mom and not my 
dad (which is the Shereck side of me) but I want everyone who is related to Captain Shereck to know that 
you are in my prayers always. 

From a cousin (I think), 
Rena 
rashizu_silent_alchemist@hotmail.com 

JIM SHERECK 
Posted on 2/4/01 - by DALE 
ROBERTSON 

THAT WAS A LITTLE MORE THAN 30 
YEARS, AGO. 

Captain James J Shereck 
is remembered by his comrades from the  
191st Assault Helicopter Company 
and the 
131st Aviation Company 

JIM: I'M SITTING HERE ON 4 FEB 01. 
LOOKING AT YOUR NAME, AS YOU 
SIGNED IT ON MY US ARMY 
DRIVERs LICENSE ON 14 JAN 71, IN 
PHU BAI. 

 

mailto:rashizu_silent_alchemist@hotmail.com
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SINCE THEN, I'VE HAD THE PLEASURE TO SPEAK WITH YOUR SON, TONY(LAST YEAR) AND, 
WITH SEVERAL OTHERS WE ALL KNEW ........ YOU'D REALLY BE PROUD OF TONY - HE IS SUCH A 
SWEET KID .......AND, THINKS OF YOU ALL THE TIME. AND, HE MISSES YOU, SO. 

I'M AN OLD MAN, NOW, BUT SOMEHOW I'VE "HELD ON" TO THE MEMORIES OF HOW WE ALL 
WORKED TOGETHER....NEVER, EVER SURE OF WHY WE WERE DOING WHAT WE WERE DOING? 
(DOES THAT MAKE SENSE?) 

I'VE SPOKEN WITH TERRY CLARK, AND HE AND I ARE STILL COMMUNI- CATING.. 

YOUR SON, TONY WOULD MAKE YOU VERY PROUD.... HE COMES TO THE "MOHAWK" REUNIONS, 
AND OFTEN SPEAKS AT THE OPENING "PAGENTRY". AND, EVERYONE LIKES AND RESPECTS 
TONY. 

I NEVER UNDERSTOOD WHY THE MARTIN BAKER EJECTION SEAT WOULDN'T WORK FOR 
YOU....YOU KNEW, I FLEW "SPUD 006" JUST BEFORE YOU DID. THEN, MY TOUR WAS OVER, 
AND I WENT HOME AND YOU SOMEHOW ENDED UP WITH THAT "OLD GAL". 

BUT, UNDOUBTEDLY, I'M LEARNING, THERE ARE MANY "THINGS" I DON'T UNDERSTAND. 

I PROMISED YOUR SON, TONY, I WOULD SEND HIM THIS DRIVERS LICENSE YOU SIGNED, THAT 
DAY. AND, I WILL 

I KNOW YOU ARE STILL "UP THERE" DOING AILERON ROLLS..DO ONE FOR ME, OLD BUDDY....DO 
ONE FOR ME! 

DALE ROBERTSON 
dalewr99@hotmail.com 

WE SHARED SOME SPECIAL MEMORIES. 

 

mailto:dalewr99@hotmail.com
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JAMES CHARLES SHERIFF JR  

 

MAJ - O4 - Army - Reserve 

Length of service 10 years 
His tour began on Jun 9, 1965 
Casualty was on Jul 4, 1965 

In , SOUTH VIETNAM 
HOSTILE, FIXED WING - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 02E - Line 27 

Remembering you 
Posted on 8/8/99 - by Remember you 

Thinking of you today and every day, my flowers were still on your grave, no one else has been there but 
me. God bless you , and remember you are loved by me, Your Sweetheart 
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Remembering you today and always 
Posted on 7/4/99 - by E. Gallagher 

Went to the Wall today, there was your name standing out so proud, my thoughts andlove are with you 
today and always. Time cannot change our love for one another. God Bless you . I remember you!!!!!!!! 

Remembering you 
Posted on 6/26/99 - by E. Gallagher 

The anniversary of your death draws near. My heart and mind are full of so many memories of that time. It 
was impossible for me to believe you were gone and I am feeling the same emotions today. How could I 
forget, the date is always there to remind me, and your name jumps out at me every time I see a police car 
with the name SHERIFF looking back at me. And July 4th is a National Holiday, therefore how could I ever 
forget you , it's an impossibility. Loving you has been the reason I have gone on all these years without 
you. Soon my love we will be together. Always your Gal 

Thinking of you 
Posted on 6/19/99 - by E. Gallagher 

Thinking of you today and remembering all the plans we made so long ago. I hope somehow your spirit is 
near and you remember also. God Bless you , wait for me Always your love 

We Remember Broken Heart 
Posted on 6/12/99 - by E. Gallagher 

Thinking and remembering you, as the time draws near for the 34th year of your passing. It's as if time has 
stood still. I pray for your soul and miss you so very much. You are still very much a part of my life. Will love 
you forever, your sweetheart 

My lonely life 
Posted on 6/3/99 - by Emma Gallagher 

You are always in my heart and mind. 

A lonely life without you 
Posted on 6/3/99 - by Emma Gallagher jmi2840539@aol.com 

Today it is 34 years since you left my life. It seems like today. I remember so much about you and miss you 
with all my heart and soul. I will never forget you for as long as I live.I hope in some way you have been 
able to feel my grief at losing you. I love you as much if not more than I did in 1965. My world ended with 
you. You were a fine man and a loving person, I will miss you for the rest of my life. With love always, Your 
Gal 

mailto:jmi2840539@aol.com
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Posted on 10/12/04 - by Robert Sage rsage@austin.rr.com 
James is buried at Ft Benning Post Cemetery. 

. 

mailto:rsage@austin.rr.com
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LAWRENCE CLAUDE SMITH 
SP4 - E4 - Army - Regular 

His tour began on Sep 28, 1971 
Casualty was on Nov 26, 1971 

In THUA THIEN, SOUTH VIETNAM 
NON-HOSTILE, HELICOPTER - NONCREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 02W - Line 73 

Michael L Morgan 
moorgoon@yahoo.com 
Rapid City SD 57702 

I was there with Smith in the 131st MI Co when his plane crashed on takeoff killing him and his pilot Capt. 
James Spann. I was a crew chief on the “B” line of SLAR ships that he flew in many times. I sent him off on 
missions many times though I wasn’t the one who sent him off on that mission on that morning. 

I remember coming to formation that morning and I could tell something was up because the CO and 1st 
Sgt. weren’t there in front like they usually were. They did pull up through the front gate in a jeep just 
before formation started. Capt. Darryl Spann, James Spann’s identical twin brother was in the back seat of 
the jeep and his face was in his hands and when he looked up I could see he had been crying as his eyes 
where very red and glassy. It was then that I saw Marvin T Reeves, my good friend and crew chief of 59- 
2634 the OV-1 Mohawk we called Spud 10, and he too was crying and he told me that his plane had gone 
down with Capt. Spann at the controls. I had known Turtle as we all called him for many years as I had 
been stationed with him at 293 Avn Co in Ft. Hood Texas before we both got orders to Vietnam. I had 
helped Turtle work on that plane many times and there was not a more dedicated crew chief on the B line 
that made sure his plane was ready to fly every time it went out on mission. But it was really tough on him 
and he took this very personal as we all did. 

I visited my friend Marvin Reeves in Macon Georgia in 2000, and he still feels the pain of that plane crash. 
This was without a doubt the toughest loss I experienced in Vietnam for a few more reasons than the other 
losses we had. First with a family member of one of the persons we loss being there and seeing them 
grieving really brought this death into the hard and tough interior that we all had developed to deal with 
death during a war. The second thing is that the plane crashed just outside the perimeter in a village and 
we all had to go over there and pick up the pieces of the aircraft and some of the body parts of Capt. 
Spann. The other planes we lost either crashed in the ocean or in a faraway jungle or a mountainside and 
we never saw the people or planes again, they just weren’t there anymore. 

mailto:moorgoon@yahoo.com
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PFC Smith had ejected just as the plane crashed, but he died because he didn’t get out of the plane in 
enough time for the ejection seat to work properly. He was alive and had crashed through the roof of one of 
the hooch houses in that village but died shortly after help had arrived. The amazing thing was that nobody 
on the ground was killed. The plane landed right in the middle of a community rice paddy with houses all 
around it on all sides very close to where that plane went down. I would like to think that James Spann 
stayed at the controls all the way down to make sure that plane landed where it did. 

I am sorry to read from one of the comments on James Spann’s wall page that his brother Darryl too has 
now passed. They assembled all the pieces of that plane in one of the stalls of our hanger and we all had 
to walk by it every day, which was another reason this crash and death stayed with us all after all these 
many years. They never did figure out was caused the crash, though some hot shot pilot from the States 
come over and did some test on takeoff. Something about putting on the auto pilot to soon after takeoff 
was his theory. I watched the test on takeoff and the very first time he did what he did on takeoff from the 
right seat that plane almost fell out of the sky too. They did a few more takeoffs but every time after that the 
pilot that was flying the plane was ready for what happened and it didn’t look as dramatic as the first 
takeoff. They came to the conclusion it wasn’t the cause of the crash, but from my observations, I disagree. 
We will never know for sure what happened on that day but the OV-1 Grumman Mohawk does have the 
distinction of being called the Widow Maker and many good men have died in them. God rest their souls as 
you are gone my comrades but not forgotten. 

Dec 18, 2010 

Hap Smith 
Pumper1@semo.net 
my Cousin 
HC ! Box 1469 
Wappapello, MO 63966 USA 
Truly missed by many. 

Larry was a stand-up guy, who was loved by all that knew him. Hey guy we all miss you and think of you 
often. 19 years old was far too young for you to go, for you had so much life yet to live, and share. See ya 
on the other side dude, Hap. 
Sunday, January 30, 2005 

mailto:Pumper1@semo.net
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JAMES HALL SPANN  

 

CAPT - O3 - Army - Reserve 
1st AVN BDE 

His tour began on Jun 20, 1971 
Casualty was on Nov 26, 1971 

In THUA THIEN, SOUTH VIETNAM 
NON-HOSTILE, HELICOPTER - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 02W - Line 74 
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Michael Morgan 
moorgoon@yahoo.com 
served in his unit 
Rapid City SD 57702 USA 

I was there with Capt. Spann in the 131st MI Co when his plane crashed on takeoff killing him and his TO 
PFC Smith. I was a crew chief on the “B” line of SLAR ships that James and his identical twin brother 
Darryl flew in many times. I sent both of them off on missions many times though I wasn’t the one who sent 
him off on that mission on that morning. I remember coming to formation that morning and I could tell 
something was up because the CO and 1st Sgt. weren’t there in front like they usually were. They did pull 
up through the front gate in a jeep just before formation started. Darryl was in the back seat of the jeep and 
his face was in his hands and when he looked up I could see he had been crying as his eyes where very 
red and glassy. It was then that I saw Marvin T Reeves, my good friend and crew chief of 59-2634 the 
OV1 Mohawk AKA Spud 10 as we knew that plane as, and he too was crying and he told me that his 
plane had gone down with Capt. Spann at the controls. I had known Marvin or Turtle as we all called 
him for many years as I had been stationed with him at 293 Avn Co in Ft. Hood Texas before we both got 
orders to Vietnam. I had helped Turtle work on that plane many times and there was not a more 
dedicated crew chief on the B line that made sure his plane was ready to fly every time it went out on 
mission. But it was really tough on him and he took this very personal as we all did. 

This was without a doubt the toughest loss I experienced in Vietnam for a few more reasons than the other 
losses we had. First with a family member of the person we loss being there and seeing them grieving 
really brought this death into the hard and tough interior that we all had developed to deal with death 
during a war. The second thing is that the plane crashed just outside the perimeter in a village and we all 
had to go over there and pick up the pieces of the aircraft and some of the body parts of Capt. Spann. The 
other planes we lost either crashed in the ocean or in a faraway jungle or a mountainside and we never 
saw the people or planes again, they just weren’t there anymore. 

PFC Smith had ejected just as the plane crashed, but he died because he didn’t get out of the plane in 
enough time for the ejection seat to work properly. He was alive and had crashed through the roof of one of 
the hooch houses in that village but died shortly after help had arrived. The amazing thing was that nobody 
on the ground was killed. The plane landed right in the middle of a community rice paddy with houses all 
around it on all sides very close to where that plane went down. I would like to think that James Spann 
stayed at the controls all the way down to make sure that plane landed where it did. I am sorry to read from 
one of the comments below that Darryl too has now passed. I visited my friend Marvin Reeves in Macon 
Georgia in 2000, and he still feels the pain of that plane crash. They assembled all the pieces of that plane 
in one of the stalls of our hanger and we all had to walk by it every day, which was another reason this 
crash and death stayed with us all after all these many years. They never did figure out was caused the 
crash, though some hot shot pilot from the States come over and did some test on takeoff something about 
putting on the auto pilot to soon after takeoff. I watched the test on takeoff and the very first time he did 
what he did on takeoff from the right seat that plane almost fell out of the sky too. They did a few more 
takeoffs but every time after that the pilot was ready for what happened ant it didn’t look a dramatic as the 
first takeoff and they came to the conclusion it wasn’t the fault of the crash. We will never know for sure 
what happened on that day but the OV-1 Grumman Mohawk does have the distinction of being called the 
Widow Maker. God rest their souls as you are gone my comrades but not forgotten. 

Dec 18, 2010 

mailto:moorgoon@yahoo.com
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Debi Spann 
heartandhope@Hotmail.com 
family member 
Mitchell, Ne 69357 
We miss you 

Even though we didn’t meet, you are in our hearts every day. Would love to meet your family so we can 
miss you together. Love, Debi Spann 
Monday, February 17, 2003 

My dad, my hero 
Posted on 3/11/13 - by angiewayland@gmail.com 

When I found out that you volunteered to pick up the South Vietnamese wounded during monsoon season 
all I could think of is my dad was so brave, and had a big heart! You are my hero and I am proud to be your 
daughter. I wish I could have known you. I love you always and forever! 

Trigger Finger 

Posted on 4/23/12 - by 1Lt Douglas M. Scherer, Catkiller 38, 71-72 
dmsaustin@earthlink.net 

As I'm planning to attend a 220 Avn Co 'Catkillers' Reunion in Seattle this summer, I'm remembering my 
3rd Platoon Leader James Hall Spann, called Jay. He took me on my second in-country area check out. 
We flew southwest of Phu Bai into the Rung Rung Valley area and he fired a willey pete rocket into a hilltop 
pot field. I asked him about his right nomex flight glove, he had cut the finger off the glove. He said it gave 
him a better 'trigger feel'. 

Everyone liked the Spann brothers, J & D. A great guy, a great platoon leader. They had done a previous 
tour as helicopter slick pilots. One of them defended their own crash site from approaching enemy with .45 
caliber pistol fire. It was said he zapped a number of them until they got extracted. J & D were waiting for 
openings in the unit next door an OV-1 Mohawk Military Intelligence 131st Avn Co. 

A sad day in Phu Bai when he and his observer were killed in a OV-1 Mohawk crash on takeoff. Witnesses 
said the airplane experienced a series of apparently uncontrollable pitch up then pitch down attitudes until 
finally stalling and impacting the ground. RIP brother you are not forgotten. 

I wonder if you are the James Spann    
  

 

Posted on 5/23/02 - by Ruby Anderson 
who was my boyfriend in the sixth grade? We 
met at Southgate School in Hayward, and your 
mother was a crossing guard there. You had a 
twin brother named Darrell. 

I was also born in 1947...we would be about the 
same age. 
James, I hope this is not you, but James Spann, 
whoever you are, you are a hero. 
And if it is you, you were a sweet boyfriend. 

mailto:heartandhope@Hotmail.com
mailto:angiewayland@gmail.com
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DONALD EUGENE STEPP 
SFC - E7 - Army - Regular 

1st AVN BDE 

Length of service 14 years 
His tour began on Sep 1, 1969 
Casualty was on Sep 10, 1969 

In KIEN GIANG, SOUTH VIETNAM 
NON-HOSTILE, FIXED WING - NONCREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 18W - Line 66 

Elbern Calvert 
EFCalvert@aol.com 
2nd Cousin 
10911 Polaris Drive 
San Diego, CA 92126 USA 

I never knew John. I was only 6 years old when he died. But rest assured that he is loved, missed and will 
never be forgotten. I have had the sincere honor to be reunited with his mother - my great aunt Betty and 
John's brother and sister. John's dad Ray passed recently to join him in a most joyful reunion. 
Tuesday, April 25, 2000 

Fred Fowlkes 
ffowlkes@tcworks.net 
High School Friend 
1187 Main Street 
Vilonia, AR 72173 US 

I knew John in High School when he was living in Arkansas with his grandparents. He went back to 
California about our senior year. One thing I remember was that John was quite a chess player. He taught 
me the game and I have enjoyed it since. I served in Viet Nam in 1969-70, but did not learn until later that 
John had been killed there. They are all heroes. 
Thursday, February 12, 2004 

mailto:EFCalvert@aol.com
mailto:ffowlkes@tcworks.net
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JAMES ARNOLD STOEBERL  

 

SP5 - E5 - Army - Regular 
MACV Advisors 

Length of service 2 years 
His tour began on Dec 13, 1966 

Casualty was on Oct 7, 1967 
In BINH DUONG, SOUTH VIETNAM 

Non-Hostile, died missing, FIXED WING - NONCREW 
AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 

Body was recovered 

Panel 27E - Line 67 

Keith Riggs 
son@cillnet.com 
friend 
711 west main 
Coffeen, IL 62017 USA 
my buddy 

Went to the wall in Litchfield last night buddy. Went late. Seemed like the nights we were out waiting to go. 
Wonder about you a lot. Hope you got eternal peace Jim. One of the best friends I ever had. I hope that it 
was all worth it. 
Saturday, July 24, 1999 

mailto:son@cillnet.com
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JACK DONALD SUNDQUIST 
MAJ - O4 - Army - Reserve 

1st Cav Div 

Length of service 12 years 
His tour began on Feb 15, 1968 
Casualty was on Mar 27, 1968 

In , SOUTH VIETNAM 
HOSTILE, GROUND CASUALTY 

GUN, SMALL ARMS FIRE 
Body was recovered 

Panel 46E - Line 51 

Charlie Byrd 
booneridge@hotmail.com 
very good friend 
2890 Boone Ridge Garrison KY 41141 USA 

Jack Donald Sundquist - You are always in our hearts, your smile - your kindness - Jackie and the kids - 
we were close friends in Texas. Would love to hear from some of the family. Charlie & Betty Byrd 
booneridge@hotmail.com 
Apr 17, 2011 

David Greer 
dave21867@aol.com 
cousin 
1969 Chalon Glen Ct. 
Livermore, CA 94550 USA 
my hero 

My memories of Jack are of a excellent young man, a great personality, funny, talked of his wife and young 
children so fondly. Jacked stayed at my family’s house in San Lorenzo, CA. and in my bed before shipping 
out to Vietnam on both of his tours. When he came thru all the family out here would get together for 
dinners and fight over who could see him the most. When he came back from his first tour he brought me 
back a Viet Cong flag as a souvenir which I still have. I remember taking him To Travis air base in his uncle 
Harold’s Lincoln listening to his stories on the way. How he would miss his family so. But he always knew 
he was doing the right thing for his country. When the news of his death came that day it hit all of us very 
hard all of us cried. I cried and felt like it couldn’t be so. All the family felt such grief for his wife and 
children to have lost such a wonderful man with so much more to live for. He is my hero. Loved by his aunt 
Linnea, uncle Harold, aunt Ruby, Uncle Jean, and all his cousins. May he rest in peace, 
Monday, February 28, 2005 

mailto:booneridge@hotmail.com
mailto:booneridge@hotmail.com
mailto:dave21867@aol.com
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Final Mission of MAJ Jack D. Sundquist 
Posted on 4/4/13 - by wkillian@smjuhsd.org 

On March 27, 1968, MAJ Jack D. Sundquist (posthumously promoted) was piloting a U.S. Army helicopter 
UH-1C tail number 66-15055 from Bravo Troop, 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division. While on 
a mission over the Thua Thien Province (I Corps) near Khe Sanh, the aircraft came under enemy fire, 
taking ten hits of .51 caliber fire on the right side. Although the crew was able to continue flight, one of the 
rounds struck MAJ Sundquist in the chest, killing him instantly. Personal account of this incident: I was in a 
different aircraft, he (CAPT Sundquist) was near the river west of the fire base. He came under heavy fire 
from a .50 caliber, the aircraft and crew took several hits, unfortunately CAPT Sundquist, who was a fine 
individual, was struck in the chest with a .50 caliber round. The rest of the crew managed to get the aircraft 
back to the fire base, then we took CAPT Sundquist to Dong Ha to the medevac pad, but unfortunately he 
had been dead since the round struck him. He had died instantly. I saw the report said small arms fire, but 
trust me, it was .50 caliber, I took him to Dong Ha. (From Wayne Phipps) [Taken from vhpa.org] 

To Jack, 
Posted on 10/5/07 - by Your Aunt Ruby ruby.m.young@lenderman.com 

You live on eternally in my heart, and in the hearts and minds of all of your loved ones left behind. 

God be with you forever. 

MY Friend 
Posted on 12/21/98 - by Archie Ringgenberg 

Jack was my buddy at Ft. Campbell, KY in 1964. Jack, Jackie and the kids were a wonderful family. He 
took me up in his MOHAWK at rung me out -- the only time I was every airsick. We parted from Campbell. 
A nice man, great pilot, and my friend. I miss him. 

We Remember 
Posted on 10/7/11 - by Robert Sage rsage@austin.rr.com 

Jack is buried at Murray City Cemetery, Murray, Salt Lake County, UT. 

mailto:wkillian@smjuhsd.org
http://vhpa.org/
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LAURENCE CHRIST SUTTLEHAN 

 

MAJ - O4 - Army - Regular 

Length of service 14 years 
His tour began on Aug 1, 1967 
Casualty was on Nov 8, 1967 

In AN XUGEN, SOUTH VIETNAM 
Non-Hostile, died missing, HELICOPTER - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 29E - Line 54 
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Daughter's Remembrance 
Posted on 10/22/11 - by Linda Suttlehan lsuttlehan@gmail.com 

I was 6 years old when my Father was killed in Vietnam. So I don’t remember too much about him. 
However, growing up with my Uncle Charlie and Uncle Dave they shared many stories about my Father. 
Thank God for Uncles. One story my mother told us was when they were stationed at San Antonio, TX, my 
Father was home about 8 months after a year tour in Korea. They were walking down the River Walk with 
Uncle Dave and Aunt Chick and my Father heard music coming from the second floor. So he climbed up 
the water pipe to see what was going on. It was a party and he stuck his head out and told the gang to 
come around to the front to join the party. Uncle Charlie told us a story about when he was visiting them in 
San Antonio and my Father wanted authentic Mexican food. So Mom, Dad and Uncle Charlie got in the car 
and drove to the border of Mexico to get his authentic Mexican food. Mom tells a story about their tour in 
Germany. One night at the officer’s club toward the end of the night, my Father played the drums while 
Mom danced on the floor. Then Dad invited his friends over to the house for 2am eggs and bacon that 
Mom had to cook. My favorite story about my Father and one that I do have memories of is our time in San 
Antonio and my Father loved to sleep on the couch. One day while I was playing with my girlfriend we 
would walk by my Father every 3 minutes and I would say “That’s my Father.” Mom thought that I would 
not get used to Daddy being home. One sad memory story that Mom told me was after we were notified of 
his death, Mom was ironing and I sat in the window seat and would say over and over again, “why did 
Daddy leave us if he loves us?” My Father was bigger than life and enjoyed every minute of his life. After 
44 years of his death, we all still talk and cry fondly of my Father. He is truly my hero. 

Bruce Gaylord 
bgaylord@bbtel.com 
Major Suttlehan was my platoon lead 
Irvington, KY 40146 
A leader 

Major Suttlehan was the platoon leader for the observers who flew in the OV-1 Mohawks. I served under 
the Major from Ft. Lewis until he and Vaugh Hines went down off the coast of Vietnam. In a Mohawk. He 
was a able officer and one I would have followed to Hell, if he had so commanded. You seemed old then 
but are forever young, Sir. R.I.P. 
Tuesday, April 26, 2005 

Thomas Iannarino 
thomxxii@aol.com 
He was my CO in Korea '64 
105 W Spindletree Way 
Greer, SC 29650 USA 
A Gentle Leader 

I knew Laurence Suttlehan in Korea, 1964, in the 1st Battalion/7th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry division. I had the 
great pleasure of serving under, then Captain Suttlehan, as one of his rifle platoon leaders. He was a super 
commanding officer, one all looked up to and admired. I remember him being gone one day from camp 
only to see him appear overhead in an O-1 Birddog rocking his wings. I later served in the same unit he 
was with in Vietnam, the 244th Delta Hawks, OV-1 Mohawks. 
Monday, November 29, 2004 

mailto:lsuttlehan@gmail.com
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42 Years 
Posted on 2/18/10 - by Richard Westlake dhawk43@hughes.net 

Members of the 244th Aviation company who attended the OV-1 Mohawk Reunion in 2009 had a pleasant 
surprise when your daughter, Linda attended. She is a wonderful individual, warm and personable. She 
attended to meet, visit, and learn more about you and your relationship with our unit. It was an emotional 
time, but rewarding in the healing process for all. She is a fine lady and career officer, definitely a credit to 
her father. Just wanted you to know. 

40 Years 
Posted on 11/8/07 - by Richard 'Hawk' Westlake dhawk43@hughes.net 

Although I was new to the 244th and had not the opportunity to fly with you, I recall the date we lost you. 
My good friend Vaughn Hines was beside you in the aircraft that day. We took it hard, but sustained the 
mission toward excellence that your leadership guided us to. At the annual OV-1 Association reunion, we 
honor all those lost in combat. A sincere and respectful salute to you for your service and sacrifice. We all 
miss you. We will NEVER FORGET. 

We Remember 
Posted on 4/3/05 - by Robert Sage rsage@austin.rr.com 

Laurence is buried at Arlington National Cemetery 

mailto:dhawk43@hughes.net
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HEINZ ARNOLD TAPIO  

 
SGT - E5 - Army - Regular 

Length of service 1 years 
His tour began on May 1, 1967 
Casualty was on Jul 22, 1967 

In , SOUTH VIETNAM 
Non-Hostile, died missing, FIXED WING - NONCREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 23E - Line 108 

Darrell Norris 
Served with him in same company 
3035 Mecca Street 
Fort Worth, TX 76119 USA 

This hero bunked next to my brother in Viet Nam. He says that that his plane was shot down and it was 
necessary to wait several to recover the bodies because of hostile fire. 
Tuesday, March 09, 1999 
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Wayne Klotz 
Mohawk225@hotmail.com 
Friend and part of the search team 
9411 Routt Road 
Louisville, KY 40299 U.S. 
A friend 

I was preparing for an infrared flight about 1 hour behind Heinz. The pilot and I were in our mission briefing 
when We heard they had made contact with them. We were re-briefed on their flight path and went to re-fly 
their mission in hope of finding them. I had actually flown directly over their plane but did not catch it on the 
screen. It was later caught by another person. I have a tape of Heinz playing the guitar from the night 
before. It has never been played back. 
Monday, March 13, 2000 

In remembrance... 
Posted on 7/30/04 - by Ellen Sattler-Harpin ellens12@yahoo.com 

Heinz, you were a semester ahead of me at Byrd JHS, and your brother and my brother were friends. I will 
never forget the day the L.A. HERALD had your name as KIA in the box on the upper right corner of the 
first page. You were too young to be gone. All of you were! May God be with you. 

Posted on 6/16/02 - by Bert Phillips 
I will always remember the good times we had. Me, you and Calpo 

We Remember 
Posted on 6/28/10 - by Robert Sage rsage@austin.rr.com 

Heinz is buried at Glen Haven Memorial Park in San Fernando, CA. PH 

mailto:Mohawk225@hotmail.com
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ROBERT RALPH WEISS 
1LT - O2 - Army - Reserve 

Length of service 12 years 
His tour began on Jul 9, 1968 

Casualty was on Sep 12, 1968 
In OFFSHORE, MILITARY REGION 3, SOUTH VIETNAM 

NON-HOSTILE, FIXED WING - PILOT 
AIR LOSS, CRASH AT SEA 

Body was recovered 

Panel 44W - Line 43 

Clifford Ash 
crash15802@yahoo.com 
stick- mate, Tactical phase, 
Tuesday, April 11, 2006 

We Remember 
Posted on 1/16/05 - by Robert Sage rsage@austin.rr.com 

Robert is buried at Arlington National Cemetery. 

mailto:crash15802@yahoo.com
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RUSSELL LEE WELLS JR 

 

SP5 - E5 - Army - Regular 
1st Avn Co 

Length of service 1 years 
His tour began on May 23, 1968 
Casualty was on Dec 25, 1968 

In , SOUTH VIETNAM 
HOSTILE, FIXED WING - NONCREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 36W - Line 77 

Maureen Frusha-Boutwell 
mobeach46@knology.net 
High school classmate 
PCB FL USA 
You Were the Sweetest Guy 

High school heart throb. Your smile was so genuine. Everyone, absolutely everyone, adored you. You are 
so missed. We have our memories of you. 
Aug 7, 2012 

mailto:mobeach46@knology.net
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Jack 'Beetle' Bailey 
barnstormer757@yahoo.com 
Same unit at time of casualty 
2740 Falcon Way Midlothian TX 76065 USA 
A Long Missed Comrade 

Russell, I was an FNG the day you taxied out of Vung Tau, never to return. I had flown with you just days 
before. You were the consummate professional. As you taxied by, an air of confidence and dedication to 
complete the mission prevailed. The shock of your loss will forever be felt, and your memory will always 
serve to inspire. We met at The Wall today, four of your comrades, all there when you left, all there to 
commemorate your sacrifice, always to remember you as a comrade in arms. Blue skies and tailwinds 
always, until we meet again. 
Aug 30, 2009 

Tom Barnett 
supertms@tds.net 
Good Friend & Neighbor 
801 E. King Ave., Ste. A, PMB 162 Kingsland GA 31548 United States 

Russell: You were my friend, neighbor, and working companion, and I'll never forget what a good friend you 
were to me. I'm so glad that I got to say goodbye to you at Vung Tau... I just wish that we had gotten to 
spend more time together. 

Here's hoping I see you, Bob, and Mom and Dad on the other side. 
May 20, 2007 

bob wells 
bobwells@cei.net 
college roommate and friend 

During the 30 years since you departed many things have changed, but not the memory of my friend. 
Not a day passes that my heart doesn’t ache over your loss. I miss your friendship and I will never forget 
you. Russell, may the lord bless and keep you, and make his light shine upon you forever. Amen 
Tuesday, February 23, 1999 

A Comrade 

Russell, I watched as you took off for your mission giving a quick thumbs up as if to say see you soon. 
Christmas day will always bring warm thoughts of you in my heart. You will always be remembered. 
Monday, March 10, 2003 

mailto:barnstormer757@yahoo.com
mailto:supertms@tds.net
mailto:bobwells@cei.net
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Never Forgotten 
Posted on 5/28/13 - by Mary marymckenz@aol.com 

As we're approaching our 50th high school reunion and my thoughts and memories go back to you 
Russell ......  

Never Forgotten 
Posted on 5/28/12 - by j 

Russell, you were the kindest, most honorable & gentlemanly guy I ever had the privilege to know. 

Thanks Russell 
Posted on 12/21/07 - by Jim jdgallo@u.washington.edu 

You were a good friend & a fellow NOVA. 

Peace out brother. 

I remember my friend 
Posted on 7/13/05 - by Bob Wells jwells@iowatelecom.net 

I miss the friendship, the leadership and the good times. I thank Russell for his service, his sacrifice and 
most of all his friendship. God Bless You, Russell 

Sp5 Russell Wells Jr. 
Posted on 3/18/05 - by Ski 

After all these years, I still think of him, he took my slot. 

I will never forget him 
Posted on 6/10/04 - by William Mason wd_m2000@yahoo.com 

Russell was my friend first and foremost. Together we flew 100's of combat assault missions in support of 
the Special Forces along the Cambodian border. He was brave and always calm even when under intense 
enemy fire. On Christmas day 1968 Russell volunteered to fly with another pilot and never returned. I do 
miss him so much. He was a good, honest, honorable and upright man. A natural leader who always did 
his best and touched the lives of all that knew him. Truly Russell Wells was one of America's finest and I 
was honored to have known and served with such a wonderful man as he was. 

We Remember 
Posted on 4/19/03 - by Robert Sage 

Russell is buried in Ft Bliss National Cemetery, El 
Paso Co, TX.His stone says 73rd Surveillance 
Airplane Co, 210 AVN BN. 

 

mailto:marymckenz@aol.com
mailto:jdgallo@u.washington.edu
mailto:jwells@iowatelecom.net
mailto:wd_m2000@yahoo.com
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SCOTT BRIAN WESTPHAL  

 

SP4 - E4 - Army - Regular 
1st AVN BDE 

His tour began on Jan 14, 1972 
Casualty was on Feb 21, 1972 

In AN XUGEN, SOUTH VIETNAM 
HOSTILE, HELICOPTER - NONCREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 02W - Line 109 

Bill McNease 
billmcnease@gmail.com 
Pilot in his unit in Vietnam 
In Honor of Scott Westphal 

Scott was a young man, full of energy and dedicated to his family and his country. His death was a tragedy 
for us all. Anyone knowing Scott or his family please contact me at billmcnease@gmail.com. He is missed 
but never forgotten by his loved ones and by me. 
Thursday, May 27, 1999 

mailto:billmcnease@gmail.com
mailto:billmcnease@gmail.com
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John Zenner 
JohnZenner@msn.com 
Member of Scott's Unit 
4614 222nd St. E. 
Spanaway, Washington 98387 USA 

Scott was as I, a member of the 73rd Surveillance Aircraft Company assigned to 1st Aviation 52nd CAB. 
Long Than North, RVN. To set the record straight, he was serving as a crewmember on an OV1 Mohawk 
(fixed wing) He and the pilot 1st Lt Bernard Johnson died while flying a daylight photo mission. I remember 
Scott and I remember that he told me that he had a young baby at home. I would feel honored to speak 
with his child today. 
Monday, July 16, 2001 

The Final Bridge 
Posted on 5/31/02 - by Steve Conto, Menasha, WI 

Scott is buried at St. John's cemetery, Menasha, WI, back section, 5th row from the end, right side 

mailto:JohnZenner@msn.com
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JERRY DEAN WHITE  

CAPT - O3 - Army - Regular 
1st AVN BDE 

Length of service 3 years 
His tour began on Jul 10, 1969 
Casualty was on Sep 10, 1969 

In KIEN GIANG, SOUTH VIETNAM 
NON-HOSTILE, FIXED WING - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 18W - Line 66 

David Williamson 
dowd179@ahtd.state.ar.us 
hometown friend 
139 Francios Road 
Malvern, Ark 72104 USA 

Hello Jerry, long time no see eh? I'm sorry about the stuff that went bad. I tried to look you up in Vietnam 
but could not find you until afterwards. I served with Company C 2/327th Infantry 101st Airborne. Welcome 
Home Brother, You are not forgotten and never will be. 
Thursday, February 13, 2003 

 

mailto:dowd179@ahtd.state.ar.us
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JAMES LAFAYETTE WHITED  

 

MAJ - O4 - Army - Selective Service 

Length of service 22 years 
His tour began on Nov 19, 1966 
Casualty was on Nov 19, 1966 

In LZ, LAOS 
Hostile, died while missing, FIXED WING - CREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was not recovered 

Panel 12E - Line 93 

Larry Muse 
larrymuse690@sbcglobal.net 
Fellow Veteran 
10914 Mayfield Road Houston TX 77043 USA 
Home At Last 

mailto:larrymuse690@sbcglobal.net
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OKLAHOMA CITY - The remains of one of Oklahoma's Finest were finally returned home for burial on 
Tuesday, nearly 50 years after Major James Lafayette Whited was killed in the Vietnam War. This day has 
been a long time coming for Major Whited's family. Forty six years ago, his plane went down in the Vietnam 
War, and for decades, his body was never found. Then just a few years ago, a recovery mission led to 
finding his remains. On Tuesday, an overdue hero's welcome home happened for Major James Whited. 
“He had a passion for flying and a dedication to his country. That was one of his true loves, as a pilot, he 
was both rotary wing and fixed wing qualified,” Major Whited's son, James Whited, said. Originally from 
Detroit, Norman, Oklahoma was the place Major James Lafayette Whited called home. It's where he joined 
the National Guard, serving as an Army pilot in Korea and Vietnam. On November 19, 1966, on a 
reconnaissance mission over Laos, his plane went down. His son, James, was 20 years old. “My father's 
crash was in a rainforest,” said Whited, “they can only go there in the dry season. They can't go there in the 
rainy season, so there's a lot of logistics involved in this.” During a Joint Prisoners of War recovery in Laos 
between 2005 and 2009, dental records finally identified Major Whited's remains. 'We went out and visited 
the folks at JPAC and got a briefing on the process. [It's a] very, very interesting group that's responsible 
for recovery of remains for all services for all conflicts,' Whited said. Major Whited's body was returned to 
Norman, closing the book on decades of questions for his family. 'It was a very good welcome home,' said 
Whited, 'we're very happy.' Major Whited was 42 years old. His wife is still living in Norman and says she's 
thankful she finally got to welcome her husband home – she'll turn 90 on Sunday. Major Whited will be 
buried with full military honors this Friday. Graveside services will be held at Sunset Memorial Park in 
Norman. 

Oct 31, 2012 

DPMO 2012 
Posted on 9/29/12 - by TF 

Maj. James. L. Whited, U.S. Army, was lost on Nov. 19, 1966, 
when his OV-1A Mohawk aircraft crashed in Attapu Province, 
Laos. He was accounted for on Sept. 5, 2012. 

We Remember 
Posted on 11/14/12 - by Robert Sage rsage@austin.rr.com 

James was buried at Sunset Memorial Park Cemetery, 
Norman, OK on Nov 2,2012 

 

mailto:rsage@austin.rr.com
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HENRY O NEIL WILHOITE  

 

1LT - O2 - Army - Reserve 

Length of service 2 years 
His tour began on Apr 13, 1969 
Casualty was on Jul 18, 1969 

In LONG KHANH, SOUTH VIETNAM 
NON-HOSTILE, FIXED WING - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 20W - Line 16 

Jerry Tate 
jtate@airmail.net 
Room Mate 

I was Henry's roommate in Vung Tau form his arrival in RVN until his death. Family or friends may contact 
me at the e-mail address above. 
Wednesday, June 02, 1999 

For Dave Posted on 4/28/14 

Lt. Wilhoite I know and have worked with your son. He is a good man, and although I did not know you, I 
think you would be proud of him as he has a good heart and is a kind man. I think that is the most a man 
can wish for his children. Thank you for your service and for paying the ultimate price in defense of the 
defenseless.-LS 

mailto:jtate@airmail.net
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THADDEUS E WILLIAMS JR 
CAPT - O3 - Army - Reserve 

20th Avn Det 

Length of service 3 years 
His tour began on Jan 9, 1966 
Casualty was on Jan 10, 1967 

In , SOUTH VIETNAM 
Non-Hostile, died missing, FIXED WING - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 14E - Line 7 

You are not forgotten 

 

He is buried at Arlington National Cemetery. 
Aug 25, 2006 
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Gary Alton 
goalton@erols.com 
Later Commander of the Unit 
14502 El Rio Court 
Woodbridge, VA 22193 USA 
Thank God You Are Home 

Thad - I attended the services for you on Friday at Arlington National Cemetery. As a later Commander of 
our unit, after you and Jim Schimberg were reported as MIA, I had a keen knowledge of your courage 
under fire. Your response to your call to duty was instrumental in our entire unit earning the Valorous Unit 
Citation for heroism above and beyond the call of duty. I was able to meet your brother after I heard the 
wonderful way he described your life during his tribute to you in the Chapel. Your childhood friend, 
Congressman Sanford D. Bishop, Jr., also recalled your positive influence on him as well as on your 
friends and neighbors from your close-knit community, while you were maturing into the fine young man 
you came to be. I am honored to have been able to represent our unit and the OV-1 Mohawk Assn., and I 
humbly thank you for your supreme sacrifice. I join in your family's happiness that you have come home. 
Sunday, February 28, 1999 

 

mailto:goalton@erols.com
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HAROLD STANLEY WILSON 
SP4 - E4 - Army - Regular 

1st Avn Bde 

Length of service 1 years 
His tour began on Apr 11, 1966 
Casualty was on Feb 19, 1967 

In , SOUTH VIETNAM 
Non-Hostile, died missing, FIXED WING - CREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 15E - Line 64 

Michael Terry 
sgtmike@wctc.net 
Friend/Vietnam Buddy 
5710 Hwy 73 south 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494 USA 

I was stationed in Phu Loi, Vietnam with Stan. We were best of friends, I will not and have not forgotten my 
good buddy. He is always on my mind of each passing day and also on Memorial Day of every year. 
Tuesday, September 27, 2005 

Michael Terry 
sgtmiket@charter.net 
Best Friend 
412 Edgewood Ln 
Nekoosa, WI 54457 USA 
Lost but Not Forgotten 

Just updating my old address and email, anyone who knows Stan can contact me at my email. He is 
missed by his mom and by me 
Tuesday, March 28, 2006 

For every soldier fallen, there remains a friend to remember 
Posted on 6/10/00 - by David A. Mates 

Harold, 

I didn't know you long but, it was long enough to know that you were a good man and a great friend. Of all 
the things that one could remember about someone, I will always remember the way you greeted everyone 
with a warm and friendly smile and a nice thing to say. That always meant something to me in a time and 
place that wasn't so nice. 

mailto:sgtmike@wctc.net
mailto:sgtmiket@charter.net
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God's peace my brother, 

Magilla 

We Remember 
Posted on 4/10/11 - by Robert Sage rsage@austin.rr.com 

Harold is buried at Skyway Memorial Gardens, Palmetto, FL. DFC AM-6OLC 

mailto:rsage@austin.rr.com
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ROBERT THOMAS WILSON 

 

CAPT - O3 - Army - Reserve 
1st AVN BDE 

His tour began on Sep 30, 1970 
Casualty was on Oct 16, 1970 

In BIEN HOA, SOUTH VIETNAM 
NON-HOSTILE, FIXED WING - CREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 06W - Line 4 
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Mark Wilson 
uptight21@gmail.com 
Crewmember 
110 Deck Drive Georgetown TX 78633 USA 
I flew last flight with Tom... 
http://www.DearGarrett.com 

Tom and I flew his last flight together. If you knew Tom, you can contact me to discuss his final hours on our 
planet. 512.751.6275 www.flyifr.com 
Aug 27, 2013 

GARY TAYLOR 
gtaylor31@cox.net 
flight school classmate/roommate 
515 S Pleasantview Dr. Mustang OK 73064 USA 
NOT FORGOTTEN - - JUST FOUND 

I REMEMBER TOMMY AS IF IT WERE YESTERDAY. REST EASY WARRIOR. WE WILL ALL FORM UP 
IN THE HERE AFTER. SOME GO BEFORE TO HELP PREPARE THE WAY. THANKS TOMMY 
Dec 7, 2011 

Jerry Mayle 
I served under him 
947 Bethel Church Road Pleasant Hill NC 27866 USA 
Never Forgotten 

One of the bravest dedicated men I ever knew. He inspired everyone in the 73rd SAC (Surveillance 
Airplane Company) and his life is a part of my memory of this war. God Bless You Cpt. Wilson and may you 
Rest In Peace. 
May 28, 2008 

My friend Tommy Wilson 
Posted on 7/28/07 - by Norbert Sprunger nsprunger@valspar.com 

Tommy, I often think about you. I remember driving to the movie in Dothan in your dad's old panel truck and 
skipping class together. You were my friend and I miss you. I see you at the Wall as often as I can. I 
remember you, my friend. 

Somebody cares. 
Posted on 5/31/99 - by Alan Smith, LTC, US Army Ret ASmith4392@aol.com 

A good guy, always happy. A freak accident took him from us. Shouldn't have happened. 

mailto:uptight21@gmail.com
http://www.deargarrett.com/
http://www.flyifr.com/
mailto:gtaylor31@cox.net
mailto:nsprunger@valspar.com
mailto:ASmith4392@aol.com
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JOHNIE J WRIGHT JR 
MAJ - O4 - Army - National Guard 

1st Avn Bde 

Length of service 18 years 
His tour began on Sep 1, 1966 
Casualty was on Feb 19, 1967 

In , SOUTH VIETNAM 
Non-Hostile, died missing, FIXED WING - PILOT 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND 
Body was recovered 

Panel 15E - Line 64 

Philip Wright 
pvwrght@bellsouth.net 
cousin 
150 River Ridge Lane Roswell GA 30075 USA 
http://Thank you cousin Johnie 

We honor those who sacrificed for us by remembering them. Thank you cousin Johnie. 
Jan 23, 2007 

 

mailto:pvwrght@bellsouth.net
http://thank/
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The First Flight 
Ralph 'Dixie' Donnell 1921-1967  

 

Ralph H. Donnell was from Greensboro, NC (thus his nickname Dixie). He earned a degree in Aeronautical 
Engineering from NC State and was hired by Grumman as an engineer. During WW2 he flew P-51 
Mustangs, crashing into debris from a Luftwaffe fighter that he had just shot down over Munich. His wing 
was severed and he bailed out, only to be captured and interned in Stalag Luft 3 for the remainder of the 
war. Following his discharge, Dixie was rehired by Grumman, but as a Test Pilot. He made the first flight of 
the Grumman YAO-1AF Mohawk on 14 April 1959 and the first flight of the F-111B flight on the 18th May 
1965 alongside Ernie Von Der Heyden. 



Intentionally left blank 
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The Grumman OV-1 Mohawk 
v2.0.1 / 01 sep 12 / greg goebel / public domain Used with permission. 

* During the 1950s, the US Army initiated development of a battlefield surveillance aircraft, which would 
emerge as the Grumman "OV-1 Mohawk", a twin-turboprop machine that served with distinction with the 
US Army for several decades. This document provides a history and description of the OV-1. 

 

MOHAWK ORIGINS: G-134 / YOV-1A (YAO-1) / OV-1A (AO-1AF)  
In late 1954, the US Army issued a requirement for a battlefield surveillance and utility aircraft, and in early 
1956, the Army met with representatives of six aircraft manufacturers to consider proposals. The proposals 
were used to generate a final specification, which was kicked upstairs to the Pentagon for approval in the 
spring of 1956. 
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At this point, the political wrangling began. The Department of Defense wanted the Army to talk to the US 
Air Force (USAF) to ensure there was no duplication of missions between the two services. The US Navy, 
working on behalf of the Marine Corps, also became involved. 

While Army officials haggled with their opposite numbers in the other armed services, in June 1956 the 
Army came up with a final specification for the new aircraft, indicating that it should have twin turboprop 
engines for combat survivability; carry a crew of a pilot and observer; be capable of short takeoffs and 
landings on rough airstrips; and be able to fly in bad weather conditions. The Navy also wanted the aircraft 
to operate from small escort carriers. Although one of the consequences of inter-service politics of the time 
was that the Army was restricted to operating fixed-wing aircraft with an empty weight of less than 2,270 
kilograms (5,000 pounds), the limit was waivered in this case. 

In March 1957, Grumman Aircraft Corporation was awarded the contract to develop the aircraft, which was 
given the company designation of "G-134". The contract specified development of nine prototype and 
evaluation aircraft, with five for the Army to be designated "YAO-1", and four for the Marines to be 
designated "YOF-1". 

The relationship between the services over the G-134 was quarrelsome. The Marines wanted a simple 
spotter aircraft to replace their old Cessna OE-1 Bird Dogs, and were not interested in the sophisticated 
sensor payloads that the Army was considering for the G-134. The Marines also wanted the G-134 to have 
stores pylons to carry weapons, which annoyed the Air Force, which wanted to retain control of the 
battlefield close-support mission. However, the Navy decided to build a fleet tanker vessel and didn't have 
the money to buy the Marines a new observation aircraft. The Navy and Marines pulled out of the program 
in September 1957, much to the relief of the Army. The Army took over the four Marine prototypes; 
apparently all nine prototypes were assigned the "YAO-1" designation. 

The first Grumman YAO-1 performed its initial flight on 14 April 1959 from the Grumman plant at Bethpage, 
New York, with Grumman chief test pilot Ralph Donnell at the controls. The flight test program went very 
smoothly, with few major changes required to the basic design. The aircraft proved to be marvelously agile, 
with a low stall speed and very good short-field performance. 

It was also powerful and fast compared to the piston-engine aircraft previously flown by many Army 
aviators, and in fact set a number of performance records for its class. The type's high performance would 
eventually lead to a number of deadly accidents, caused by pilots who became overenthusiastic at the 
controls. This was not really a fault of the aircraft, which had few handling vices and was extremely strong. 
Although the YAO-1F was designed for a ten-year service life, fatigue tests demonstrated that it would 
probably be good for twice that, a tribute to the tradition of Grumman's "Iron Works" in building very rugged 
aircraft. 

The YAO-1 was named the "Mohawk" after the Army's tradition of naming aircraft after American native 
tribes. There's an odd little story behind the name selection: the Army originally selected "Mohawk" and 
asked if the company liked the name; Leroy Grumman suggested "Montauk" instead, after a tribe that was 
native to Long Island, Grumman's home base. The Army wasn't too particular but the paperwork had gone 
too far to make the change, and so the Army simply suggested that "Montauk" be reserved for the next 
aircraft Grumman built for the Army. That name would never be used. 

Even before the first flight of the prototype, in March 1959 the Mohawk had been ordered into production 
as the "AO-1AF". It went into US Army service in Germany in 1961 and in Vietnam in September 1962. In 
that month, the US military services consolidated their aircraft designation schemes, and the YAO-1 and 
AO-1AF became the "YOV-1A" and "OV-1A" respectively. 
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OV-1A DESCRIBED  
The OV-1A carried a KS-61 reconnaissance system built around a KA-30 film camera in a bay in the rear 
fuselage. The camera could pivot from horizon to horizon and could be set to shoot vertically, 15 degrees 
off the centerline, or 30 degrees off the centerline. Boxy photoflash flare pods could be fitted above the 
wing roots to provide a total capacity of 52 flares, which were ejected upward to ensure that the flash was 
above the camera and stayed out of the field of view. One unusual sensor payload was an AN/ADR-6 
radiation detector ("radiac"), fitted in the rear fuselage to allow the aircraft to map radiation on a nuclear 
battlefield. The detector activated a cockpit alarm if radiation levels were high enough to put the crew at 
risk. The Mohawk was also fitted with a comprehensive suite of radio and navigation gear, as well as an 
identification friend or foe (IFF) transponder. 

The Mohawk had a bulged cockpit with a snub nose to provide a superlative view for its pilot and observer. 
In principle, both crew members had flight controls, but in practice the right-side flight controls usually 
weren't fitted. Canopy side panels hinged upward to allow entrance and exit from the cockpit, with a 
boarding step sliding down from each side of the nose below the panels. 

The two flight crew sat on armored Martin-Baker Mark 5 ejection seats, which fired through frangible 
canopy top panels. Ejection seats were adopted because the Mohawk had big props on either side of the 
cockpit that blocked a conventional bailout, and the Mohawk was intended to fly operationally at low 
altitudes, meaning ejection seats were the only safe way to get out in any case. It was the first aircraft built 
specifically for US Army service to have ejection seats. The Mark 5 seats could be fired from zero altitude, 
but required a minimum flight speed of 185 KPH (115 MPH / 100 KT) to be used safely. Improved Mark 5D 
seats were later fitted that reduced the minimum safe flight speed to 110 KPH (68 MPH / 60 KT). 

The cockpit floor was 6.4 millimeter (1/4 inch) thick Dural (aluminum / copper / magnesium alloy) plate for 
protection against small-arms fire; the windshield glass was bullet-resistant and 2.5 centimeters (an inch) 
thick; and the cockpit could be fitted with flak curtains on the forward and rear walls. Heavy-duty windshield 
wipers were provided to deal with wet weather. 

The Mohawk had tricycle landing gear, with the nose wheel retracting backward and the main gear 
retracting outward into the wings. The gear was hydraulically activated, with a backup pneumatic system. 
All the gear had single wheels and the nose wheel was steerable. Low-pressure tires were fitted to heavy-
duty struts for rough-field operation, and a small tailskid was fitted to protect the rear fuselage during steep 
short-field takeoffs. 

The YOV-1As had been fitted with Lycoming T53-L-3 turboprops with 715 kW (960 SHP) each. Initial 
production batches of the OV-1A featured the nearly identical T53-L-3A engine, but later production had 
the T53-L-7 with 750 kW (1,005 SHP) each. The Mohawk is said to have been the first fixed-wing aircraft to 
be fitted with the T53, the engine already having been selected for the Bell UH-1 "Huey" helicopter. The 
engines were mounted on top of the wings, giving them some protection against ground fire, and "toed out" 
slightly to improve engine-out handling. The exhausts were on top of the nacelles, which would later give 
the aircraft a degree of protection against man-portable heat-seeking surface-to-air missiles (SAMs). The 
engines were not "handed", simplifying maintenance and support at some (apparently trivial) cost in 
maneuverability. They drove three-bladed Hamilton Standard propellers with a diameter of 3.05 meters (10 
feet). The propellers were fully reversible to reduce landing roll. 

The wings had a 6.5 degree dihedral, and were fitted with large-area flaps and full-span leading-edge slats 
to reduce takeoff roll. Take-off run was 358 meters (1,175 feet), in contrast to 1,160 meters (3,800 feet) for 
a Lockheed C-130 Hercules. Although an early G-134 mockup featured a high t-tail, a distinctive triple-fin 
tail scheme was adopted instead because it provided better engine-out handling. 
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A hydraulically-operated dive brake was fitted to each side of the rear fuselage behind the wing. Internal 
fuel capacity was 1,125 liters (297 US gallons) in a single self-sealing fuel tank in the fuselage above the 
wings, giving the Mohawk an endurance of 2 hours 20 minutes. The tank was part of the aircraft's frame, 
and it was built very strong, with panels from it subjected to machine-gun fire in tests to ensure 
survivability. 

In operation the Mohawk generally carried a 567 liter (150 US gallons) fuel tank under each wing, giving 
the aircraft an endurance of 4 hours 30 minutes. Double-size external tanks could be used for ferry flights, 
but these were rarely used. The OV-1A was designed to be fitted with up to six under wing pylons, as per 
Marine requirements, but only two were fitted initially in production, to allow it to carry the two external 
tanks. The aircraft was designed for easy maintenance, with direct access to the majority of systems 
through panels that could be reached without ladders or work stands. The avionics bays were in the 
fuselage beneath the wings. 

There were minor differences from the YOV-1A prototypes and the OV-1A, such as an improved nose gear 
strut; deletion of "eyebrow" windows above the windscreen and deletion of small windows behind cockpit 
side transparencies; addition of a hinged nose cone; and fit of black rubber pneumatic de-icing boots on 
the leading edges of the flight surfaces. A total of 64 OV-1As were built, with initial deliveries in early 1960 
and final deliveries in early 1965. 

OV-1B (AO-1BF) / OV-1C (AO-1CF)  
The OV-1A was actually produced more or less in parallel with two other variants, the "OV-1B" and the 
"OV-1C" (originally "AO-1BF" and "AO-1CF" respectively). Essentially, at the outset there were three 
specialized Mohawk variants: the OV-1A for daylight observation; the OV-1B for radar observation; and the 
OV-1C for infrared observation. 

The prototype OV-1B was modified from one of the nine YOV-1As and performed its first flight on 13 
September 1960. The primary enhancement was the addition of the big Motorola "AN/APS-94 Side 
Looking Airborne Radar (SLAR)", with the radar antenna in a 5.5 meter (18 foot) long, boxy, yaw-stabilized 
fiberglass pod slung under the right fuselage. The OV-1B retained the optical cameras. 

The AN/APS-94 SLAR provided an imaging reconnaissance capability in day or night, in any weather. It 
shot radar signals to either or both sides of the aircraft and recorded the echoes onto photographic film 
strips, which were automatically developed in flight. A sensor station was installed to allow the operator in 
the right-hand seat to monitor and control the SLAR. The SLAR also had a "moving target indicator (MTI)" 
capability to highlight moving vehicles on the imagery. An autopilot and Doppler navigation radar were 
added to help the aircraft fly nice neat radar mapping patterns, and a VHF data link was installed to allow 
real-time relay of SLAR data to a ground station. This being the days before digital sensor systems, 
apparently the data link simply relayed the analog radar returns to a ground station to be stored on film or 
by other analog means. 

As with the OV-1B, the operator was provided with a sensor control station, and the IR data was recorded 
on film strips. The AN/UAS-4 was later replaced with the more sensitive "AN/UAS-14" sensor system, 
which included a data link to allow reconnaissance data to be transferred to battlefield commanders in real 
time. The greater sensitivity of the improved sensor allowed operations at higher altitudes, giving more 
protection against small-arms fire. The OV-1C was also featured a chute to allow the flightcrew to drop 
messages to field units; it is unclear if other Mohawk variants had this little feature. 
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Also as with the OV-1B, initial OV-1Cs had airframes similar to those of the OV-1A, with airbrakes, leading-
edge slats, and short wings, as well as T53-L-3A engines; and were enhanced in production to long wings 
with the airbrakes and slats deleted, plus T53-L-15 engines. The OV-1C was, however, the first Mohawk 
variant to be built with air conditioning. The late production machines with the T53-L-15 engines also had 
strip ("tape") style dashboard indicators replacing the classic dial indicators; these machines were 
sometimes called "Super Cs". Late production OV-1Cs had a nose panel for a KA-60 panoramic camera 
that could take 180 degree pictures in front of the aircraft, and this feature was also retrofitted to older 
aircraft. 169 OV-1Cs were built, with delivery from early 1961 to late 1969. More OV-1Cs were built than 
any other Mohawk variant. 

 

Early on, there were a number of interesting experiments with the Mohawk. One OV-1B was 
experimentally fitted with a midair refueling probe for ferry flights, but this scheme was not adopted. Snow 
ski landing gear was successfully evaluated for the Mohawk, but it was never used operationally. There 
was even a scheme to fit the Mohawk with water ski landing gear, in response to a Marine request, to allow 
it to land on calm waters and taxi up to a beach. The concept was successfully tested, but it wasn't used 
operationally; apparently pilots were not comfortable with the idea of setting an aircraft down on water with 
the prospect of sinking if taxi speed fell too low, though of course the adventurous might have thought 
water-skiing an aircraft would be good fun. 
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In 1967, Grumman modified two OV-1Bs and two OV-1Cs under the "Southeast Asia Mohawk 
Requirement (SEAMORE)" program with a substantially improved avionics suite, including improved 
sensors, navigation and targeting systems, and a radar warning receiver (RWR). They were flown over 
Southeast Asia during the last years of the Vietnam War, with one lost in action. The SEAMORE program 
remains a bit mysterious. 

JOV-1A & JOV-1C  
The Mohawk had originally been designed to carry a armament, and the US Army didn't see any reason 
not to make use of the capability in Vietnam. The Army had Grumman refit a number of OV-1As (including 
two of the YOV-1A prototypes) and OV-1Cs with all six stores pylons and install a Mark 20 fixed reticule 
gun sight in the cockpit for the pilot. These modified aircraft were re-designated "JOV-1A" and "JOV-1C". In 
principle, they could carry: 

• XM14 (SUU-12) 12.7 millimeter (0.50 caliber) Browning machine gun pods with 750 rounds each. 
• XM18 (SUU-11) 7.62 millimeter (0.30 caliber) General Electric six-barreled "Minigun" Gatling gun pods 

with 1,500 rounds each. 
• XM13 40 millimeter automatic grenade launcher pods. 
• 7-round LAU-32/A or 19-round LAU-3/A 70 millimeter (2.75 inch) rocket pods. 
• 4-round LAU-10/A 127 millimeter (5 inch) Zuni rocket pods. 
• 113 kilogram (250 pound) Mark 81, 225 kilogram (500 pound) Mark 82, or 450 kilogram (1,000 pound) 

Mark 83 general-purpose bombs. 
• 450 kilogram (1,000 pound) Mark 79 napalm tanks. 
• Sidewinder air-to-air missiles. 

Other stores included flares pods, smoke generators, and the M4A supply container. It is unclear if all 
these stores were actually qualified, and unlikely that all of them were actually carried in service. It is 
particularly hard to believe Sidewinders were ever carried operationally, or that the Army even had them in 
inventory. 

The actual number of JOV-1A/C conversions is unclear: some sources hint that a number of Mohawks 
were converted to an armed configuration and not re-designated, and that the JOV-1A/C designation was 
only given to armed machines with dual controls. A total of 59 JOV-1A/Cs is cited but is a bit untrustworthy. 

Air Force brass saw the JOV-1A/C as an Army attempt to perform the close support mission, which they 
insisted was their job and objected loudly. The Army formally changed the name back to OV-1A/C, though 
they did not remove the pylons or the gun sight. Many of these aircraft would serve in Vietnam, often 
carrying smoke rockets, plus sometimes more lethal stores for "self-defense". The Air Force remained very 
touchy about the issue, even demanding that Grumman get rid of company brochures that highlighted the 
Mohawk's attack capability. In 1965, the Pentagon handed down a directive dictating that the Army would 
not operate armed fixed-wing aircraft. 



OV1-Mohawk 
Honor Roll 

History - 7 

OV-1D / MOHAWK IN VIETNAM  
Having to support three different versions of the Mohawk was troublesome, and so it was logical to develop 
one Mohawk version that replace all three variants. The result was the definitive "OV-1D". 

The OV-1D had the wider wingspan of the OV-1B; the airbrakes and slats were deleted. It featured T53-L-
701 turboprops with 1,045 kW (1,400 SHP) and improved propellers; louvered exhaust suppressors could 
be fitted to help protect the aircraft from heat seeking missiles. The airframe was reinforced to handle 
greater weights. 

The OV-1D featured three fast-access compartments that allowed an improved AN/AUS-24 IR sensor 
system and the AN/APS-94 SLAR systems to be easily swapped out. The canoe pod for the SLAR could 
be bolted on or removed quickly, with a full configuration change taking no more than an hour. Early OV-
1Ds featured the AN/APS-94D SLAR, while late machines had the AN/APS-94F SLAR. Both sensor 
systems used the same cockpit display and control panel. 

Camera systems included the standard panoramic camera in the fuselage, the panoramic camera in the 
nose added to late-production OV-1Cs, and a new KA-76 "serial frame" camera under the fuselage to 
provide along-track imagery. Night imagery could be obtained using an electronic photoflash unit carried 
in a wing pod and driven by a nose windmill on the pod. Flares had proven troublesome to handle in the 
field, with improperly loaded flares said to have caused accidents in which the entire flare load lit off in 
the launcher pack. The photoflash pod was also carried by older Mohawk variants. 



 

Avionics improvements were added as well, particularly in the form of the "AN/ASN-86 inertial navigation 
system", which provided accurate all-weather flight guidance. In addition, late production OV-1Ds had a 
very capable defensive countermeasures suite, including: 

• An AN/APR-32(V)2 pulsed-radar RWR. 
• An AN/APR-44 continuous-wave RWR. 
• An AN/ALQ-136 pulsed-radar electronic jamming module. 
• An AN/ALQ-162 continuous-wave-radar electronic jamming module. 
• M130 chaff-flare dispensers. 
• An "AN/ALQ-147 Hot Brick" heat-seeking missile jammer carried on an under wing pylon. The Hot 

Brick generated an intermittent thermal signal to cause heat-seeking missiles to lose lock; the pod had 
its own fuel supply to provide heat. The AN/ALQ-147A(V)1 was a self-contained pod, while the AN/ 
ALQ-147A(V)2 was tacked on to the rear of an external fuel tank. 
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Early machines had a subset of the countermeasures suite, in particular relying on jamming pods carried 
on wing pylons. 

GRUMMAN OV-1D MOHAWK: 

spec metric english 

wingspan 14.63 meters 48 feet 
wing area 33.44 sq_meters 360 sq_feet 
length (no SLAR) 12.5 meters 41 feet 
length (with SLAR) 13.69 meters 44 feet 11 inches 
height 3.86 meters 12 feet 8 inches 

empty weight 5,330 kilograms 11,760 pounds 
max loaded weight 8,215 kilograms 18,110 pounds 
maximum speed 490 KPH 305 MPH / 265 KT 
service ceiling 7,620 meters 25,000 feet 
range 1,520 kilometers 945 MI / 822 NMI 

Four OV-1Cs were converted to the "YOV-1D" configuration for evaluation in 1968, with 37 new-production 
machines delivered in 1969 and 1970. 61 OV-1Cs were then upgraded to the OV-1D configuration 
beginning in 1973, with the last delivered in 1981; followed by the upgrade of 17 OV-1Bs to OV-1D 
configuration, with deliveries from 1982 into early 1987. That gave a 37 new-build OV-1Ds and 82 
upgrades to OV-1Ds (including the four YOU-1Ds), for a total of 119 OV-1Ds in all. 

Apparently the Army had some misgivings about the Mohawk early on, since the fussing over the type with 
the Marines and the Navy had led to an aircraft that was more complicated and expensive than the Army 
had originally wanted. However, once the machine went into combat the Army decided they'd made the 
right choice after all. 

The Mohawk gave outstanding service in the Vietnam War, providing excellent intelligence on enemy 
positions and activities. It operated over South Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, and occasionally even North 
Vietnam. The Mohawk often flew cooperative missions with US Air Force, Navy, or Marine forces. The 
Mohawk's ability to operate from forward airstrips and provide real-time intelligence was a great benefit to 
Army field commanders, permitting immediate artillery or air strikes to be called in on enemy troop 
movements. It was also occasionally used to parachute supply canisters carried on under wing pylons to 
combat units in isolated locations. 
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Its agility, ability to fly low and its relatively quiet turboprop engines allowed it to sneak up on the enemy 
unannounced, and the enemy is said to have referred to it as the "Whispering Death" -- though that sounds 
like marketing hype. Its combat survivability was very good, and its reliability and maintainability were 
outstanding, with the highest availability rate of any Army aircraft. 

The Mohawk's lack of serious offensive armament was troublesome to field commanders, however, 
because in many cases the Mohawks found concentrations of enemy troops who would be gone by the 
time strikes could be called in. The field commanders argued at length against the Air Force restriction on 
armed Army fixed-wing aircraft, but got nowhere. In many cases, the Mohawks were armed anyway, 
presumably with unguided rocket pods, a common store on Army helicopter gunships. 

In 1966, one Mohawk reputedly shot down a North Vietnamese MiG-17 fighter with unguided rockets. The 
North Vietnamese pilot made a pass at one of a pair of Mohawks; the other loosed a salvo of rockets at the 
fighter, and to the surprise of all, managed to hit the MiG. However, one Mohawk was shot down by a North 
Vietnamese MiG in 1969, evening the score. This was the only Army fixed-wing aircraft loss in air-to-air 
combat during the war. 

A total of 27 Mohawks was lost in combat action in Vietnam, including one destroyed on the ground, and a 
further 36 were lost in accidents. There is a story that the crew of one shot-up Mohawk ejected and the 
aircraft then obligingly crashed into a scrap yard. In 1972, Mohawks began to be transferred to the Army 
National Guard, but the type still remained in first-line regular Army service for two decades longer. 
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RV-1C & RV-1D ELINT MOHAWKS / OV-1E / PROPOSALS  
Several other Mohawk modifications also saw service. Since it was designed for the reconnaissance role 
and could carry sophisticated sensors, it was well suited for modification to the "electronic intelligence 
(ELINT)" role. The exact history of the use of the Mohawk as an ELINT platform is somewhat confusing; 
with different sources giving different stories. In general it can be said: 

In the early 1960s a YOV-1A and an OV-1C were fitted with an emitter locating ELINT system and used 
along the Red Curtain in Europe for a few years under a program designated SILVER LANCE. It is unclear 
if they were given any special designation; some sources hint they were designated "EV-1B" or "EV-1C", 
but that may have been an informal usage. 

In 1969, as a follow-up, two OV-1Cs were fitted with an improved ELINT system and designated "RV-1C 
Quick Look"; they may have been originally designated "EV-1C". They were used in West Germany in the 
1970s. 

This experiment proving a success, beginning in 1974, 31 OV-1Bs were upgraded to the "RV-1D Quick 
Look II" configuration, with these machines redelivered beginning in 1977. All their conventional sensors 
were removed, to be replaced with an AN/ALQ-133 ELINT system, with a boxy antenna pod on a pylon 
under each outer wing. The ELINT system also included an AN/USQ-61 digital data link to relay 
intelligence data to ground stations. 
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In 1986, the Army initiated a service update program for the Mohawk. One OV-1D was modified with a 
"glass cockpit", Global Positioning System (GPS) navigation satellite receiver, and other modernized kit, 
with this machine flying in 1988. Although the Army planned to update the entire fleet to the same 
configuration, the decision was made to phase out the Mohawk and that was the end of it. 

There were a number of proposals for Mohawk variants that never happened. In 1960, Grumman 
proposed an "AO-1EF", with the forward fuselage stretched 71 centimeters (28 inches) to accommodate a 
third seat for a sensor systems operator. The additional space could also be used for cargo. It was to 
feature fixed seats, replacing the ejection seats, and had an entry door behind the propeller arc. The AO-
1EF never went beyond a cockpit mockup. 

There were other proposals with different engine fits, including one with T55 turboprops; one with an 
auxiliary J85 turbojet in the fuselage; and one with twin J85s driving ducted fans. One particularly 
adventurous proposal was the "Model 134E" Mohawk, which was to be a "tilt wing" vertical takeoff aircraft 
with four turboprops, a horizontal tail rotor, and a stretched fuselage to allow it to carry cargo or 11 troops. 
None of these projects went beyond the paper stage. 
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Grumman also came up with a design for an extensively modified Mohawk "Model 134R" with an armored 
tandem cockpit and built-in gun armament as a "counter insurgency (COIN)" aircraft for the Army's "Light 
Armed Reconnaissance Aircraft (LARA)" competition, but lost to Rockwell International's OV-10A Bronco. 
The Marines would adopt the Bronco for the spotting role as a replacement for their Bird Dogs. The 
Philippines later came up with a request for a COIN aircraft, and Grumman responded with a more 
conservative proposal to update 20 OV-1Bs to a fully armed standard, while Rockwell proposed the OV-
10A. However, the Philippine government came up short on money and the deal fell through, though the 
Philippines would later acquire a batch of refurbished Broncos. 

TWILIGHT / CIVILIAN MOHAWKS / FOREIGN SERVICE / VARIANT SUMMARY  
In the post-Vietnam era, the Mohawk generally operated with the US Army in Germany and South Korea, 
though it did see limited service in Central America as well. Its final combat service was in 1991 during 
Operation DESERT STORM, the campaign to evict the Iraqis from Kuwait. The last Mohawks in US Army 
service were withdrawn in the mid-1990s. These aircraft had been used to observe North Korean military 
activities along the demilitarized zone, and were replaced by De Havilland Canada DASH-7 / Airborne 
Reconnaissance Low aircraft. 

The Mohawk was also used by civilian organizations. Army Mohawks were flown for the US Forest Service 
to spot forest fires and obtain survey data on the spread of tree diseases. In 1980, Oregon Army National 
Guard Mohawks flew surveillance missions to monitor the eruption of Mount Saint Helens in southwestern 
Washington State. Army Mohawks also assisted the US Coast Guard, the Civil Air Patrol, and state and 
local public-safety organizations in search and rescue operations, with the SLAR and IR sensors proving 
particularly useful in hunting for crashed aircraft in mountainous terrain. 
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In the early 1970s, the US Geological Survey (USGS) performed large-area mapping missions with an OV-
1B fitted with a modified SLAR. The flights were part of a study to determine state water resources, and the 
aircraft was later used to perform survey missions in Alaska. During the Alaska missions, the aircraft 
carried emergency flotation gear on the under wing pylons to allow the flightcrew to ditch at sea in an 
emergency, since ejecting into the frigid Arctic environment would have given little chance of survival. 

The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) used an OV-1B and an OV-1C to perform environmental 
surveys of the areas around nuclear power plants in the early 1970s, and a civilian engineering firm 
working for the Atomic Energy Commission also obtained an OV-1C to monitor underground atomic tests 
during 1972. The US National Aeronautics & Space Administration (NASA) used a few Mohawks for 
aviation technology experiments, including one that was fitted with a small turbojet engine for noise tests. 

In a particularly interesting application, in 1973 the US Customs Service received four Army surplus OV-1C 
Mohawks, along with two ex-Navy Grumman S-2 Tracker ocean patrol aircraft, to hunt drug traffickers. The 
Mohawks were fitted with a Texas Instruments forward looking infrared (FLIR) camera in a turret under an 
extended nose. Since the Customs OV-1Cs were sometimes fired on by drug runners there was some 
thought of arming the Mohawks so they could shoot back, but despite the fact that Customs officers often 
carry some impressive personal firepower, arming a Customs aircraft was judged against the rules? They 
were originally flown in Army colors but then acquired a much spiffier white / dark-blue color scheme. The 
Mohawks were phased out in favor of more modern aircraft in 1986. 

A few Mohawks ended up in Navy service, with the Navy performing the weapons qualifications for the 
JOV-1A/C, and later served at the Test Pilot Training School at Pawtuxet River in Maryland, which 
necessarily featured a lot of aircraft that nobody would have ever visualized as wearing Navy blue. At least 
three Mohawks ended up in private hands, and occasionally starred in TV series such as AIRWOLF, with 
the type's unusual looks making it well suited to playing the "black hat". 

The Mohawk's foreign service was limited. Both Germany and France were interested in the Mohawk and 
performed flight evaluations with it in 1962 and 1963. The French Breguet firm actually obtained a license 
from Grumman to build it, fitted with more powerful de Havilland Gnome turboprops, but the deal fell 
through. The first Mohawks in foreign service were actually two OV-1Ds were transferred to Israel in 1974 
to support monitoring of the Yom Kippur War cease-fire, to be returned to the US in 1984 and refurbished. 

23 US Army surplus Mohawks were provided to Argentina in the early 1990s; the Argentines wanted to 
obtain 11 more but didn't have the money. At last report, ten of these aircraft were still in service, the rest 
having either been lost or used as spares hulks. The Argentines evaluated the type with a range of 
weapons, including locally-built cluster munitions. 
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MOHAWK VARIANT SUMMARY: 
 

variant new updates notes 

YAO-1 (YOV-1A) 9  Initial prototypes. 
OV-1A (AO-1AF) 64  Daylight observation variant. 
OV-1B (AO-1BF) 101  SLAR variant. 
OV-1C (AO-1CF) 169  IR reconnaissance variant. 
OV-1D  37 82 Consolidated sensor variant. 
JOV-1A  - 59? OV-1As & OV-1Cs fitted with armament. 
RV-1C  - 2 Quick Look ELINT machines. 
RV-1D  - 31 Quick Look II ELINT machine. 
OV-1E  - 1 Proto for unproduced modernized variant. 
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