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Introduction

 Welcome to the tour of Historic Downtown Ellensburg.  The Ellensburg area has been 

a hub of human activity for centuries, so it was natural that settlers became attracted to the city's 

site during the last half of the nineteenth century.  In 1875, John Shoudy, a business man with 

close ties to Seattle's financiers, platted the city of Ellensburg, naming it after his wife, Mary 

Ellen. By 1886, the Northern Pacific Railroad had arrived, helping to double the town's 

population within a few short years.  At the end of the 1880s, the city hoped that its central 

location and bustling commerce would help to make it Washington’s first capital. 

 These hopes were dashed by the fire of July 4, 1889.  Beginning on Main St. between 

Fourth and Fifth Avenues, the blaze fanned southeastward through the heart of town, destroying 

ten city blocks.  Only five buildings survived.   

 As the townsfolk rapidly rebuilt, they replaced the former wood-frame structures with  

brick, iron, pressed sheet metal, stained glass and cast stone, more commonly known as cement.  

Much of this material was locally manufactured.  The Italianate style, with its tall, narrow 

windows and doors with segmented, arched storefronts, dominated the first phase of rebuilding. 

A second phase from the late 1890s through the 1910s, less elaborate than its predecessors,  

followed no definable architectural style.    It is the reconstructed town that you will view on this 

walking tour. 
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 The progressive numbers in the above schematic map of Ellensburg’s Historic 

Downtown identify each building which in turn forms the pattern of our walking tour. 

Following the numbers in order we start at number 1,  the Rotary Pavilion, and end at

number 33,  the Davidson Building.
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 After downloading the guide an individual can finish the loop in about an hour plus 

5, maybe 10 minutes. He or she will find the photo inserts helpful.  Have fun. 

1.  Rotary Pavilion/Former Olympia Block

          The tour begins at the Rotary Pavilion 

which, with the adjacent drive-in banking 

facility, replaced the Olympia Block, a large 

structure built in 1889 after the Great Fire. 

Like much of the downtown built right after 

the fire, the Olympia Block's style was 

Italianate.  The building was named after 

Washington's state capital, where the building's owners once resided.   Over the years it 

housed many retail businesses on the ground floor.  When it burned down in 1979, it was 

home to a favorite night spot of Central students as well as housing seven other firms. 

 At the beginning of the 1980s, the local Rotary Club raised funds for the con-

struction of the Pavilion that has become one of the city's landmarks. It is the site of the 

community celebration that opens the Christmas season, the center of the annual Jazz in 

the Valley Festival at the end of July, and the point of assembly for a host of other events.  

In 1986 a group of citizens placed the "Bull," made by internationally known sculptor 

Richard Beyer, on a bench in the Pavilion's plaza.  The Bull reminds us that raising and 

selling livestock in the surrounding area, both cattle and sheep, were central to 

Ellensburg's early prosperity.  

2.  Ben Snipes Bank

 Walk cater-cornered through the 

intersection of Pearl St. and Fourth Ave. to 

stand before Ben Snipes' Bank.  It is difficult to 

imagine that beneath today's stuccoed exterior 

of the Wells Fargo Co. sits a brick Italianate 
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structure, raised by cattle ranching legend Ben Snipes in 1890.   Snipes bought his first 

cattle when he was 19 years old, and by 1861, at the age of 26, he owned more than 25,000, 

which he was selling for $125 a head.  He quickly became known as the "Cattle Baron" and 

made investments throughout Washington Territory.  Ben's finances grew as he helped to 

finance others.  

 To contribute to the Ellensburg community and secure a place for his own money, in 

1889 Snipes constructed a beautiful three-story stone building that was reportedly one of 

the finest in the state.  Fire destroyed it five months after its completion.  Snipes rebuilt the 

bank to be what he deemed to be more "solid and sustainable."  After World War II, the 

National Bank of Washington radically redesigned the building into the more modern look 

that we see today.  In 1946 the bank installed a mural depicting Ellensburg's early history 

painted by Ernest Norling, a noted regional artist.   You can still view the mural on the 

bank's interior west wall.  

3.  Fish Block

 Across the alley to the east, 

W.W. Fish built the Fish Block in 

1889.  It is highly probable that the 

architect for the block was J. B. 

Randall, prime designer for a host 

of other downtown structures.  The 

Fish Block later became known as 

the Bath Block and housed the local 

Capital newspaper for twenty-five years.  Over time, it has undergone changes to 

accommodate new owners and businesses.  The most important of these changes occurred 

in the 1930s with a remodel of the brick exterior into the Art Nouveau style.  
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4.  Elmira Block

 Looking north across Fourth 

Ave. one sees the Elmira Block, 

between the alley and the short 

structure at the corner of Fourth and 

Pine.  This block is special due to the 

fact that it was the first brick building 

completed after the fire of 1889.  W. 

W. Fish, the builder, named it after 

his hometown, Elmira, New York.  

 The original building proudly advertised handsome, double-arched windows and a 

massive cornice and pediment that projected at least five feet from the facade.  However, 

these elements were lost during the remodeling of the building in the 1950s, when the 

original soft brick was covered in stucco.  The stucco meant removal of every projecting 

feature from the exterior, reducing a once-remarkable facade into a simple rectangular 

block.  Today, the stucco has been removed, but the building has yet to be restored to its 

original appearance.  

 The second floor was home to the Vanderbilt Hotel, and in time, townsfolk referred 

to the building as the Vanderbilt Block.  The short building on the corner of Fourth and 

Pine was built in 1905 to house the city's post office.   Since 1917, it has been home to a 

variety of retail businesses, some of which had a connecting door to the Elmira Block.      

5.  I.O.O.F. Building

 Turn the corner and walk south 

on Pine to the I.O.O.F. Building, 

identified by its projecting sign.  The 

Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

grew out of groups of English workers 

who organized during the early modern 
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period to help one another in times of need.   In Ellensburg the I.O.O.F. was founded in 

188l, and its primary purpose is to provide everyone with a decent Christian burial.  The 

organization still operates the Historic Memorial Gardens, a cemetery northeast of town. 

 In 1901, the local chapter raised enough money to buy the property, but the building 

was not completed until 1913.  The upstairs retains its original decoration and meeting 

halls, where yoga classes and various other community activities are held.  The first floor 

was once used as a funeral parlor, which the I. O. O. F. owned and operated.  For many 

decades now, it has housed retail businesses.  

6.  Cadwell Building

 When you walk south to Third Ave., 

your attention will be drawn to the Cadwell 

Building on the Southwest corner. Its 

unique characteristics are the second-story 

"horseshoe" windows that are probably 

based upon a fifteenth-century Moorish 

style called Mudéjar (mou´-the-kar).  

Edward P. Cadwell completed this structure 

in November, 1889 at a cost of $15,000. The building's architect is unknown.     

 In its early years, the building experienced various retail uses:  a furniture store, a 

saddle shop, a farm implement store, a grocery store, an auto dealer, a music store, and a 

bicycle repair shop. Documented “red light" activities occurred in the second-story hotel 

during the age of prohibition.   In 1974, the Kittitas County Historical Society bought the 

building to exhibit items of local history such as an antique grand piano and household 

treasures that came to Ellensburg with settlers from the eastern United States.  Today, the 

second floor of the building contains respectable apartments.   
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7.  Fogarty Building

 As we cross the alley and observe the North 

side of Third Ave., we find a theatre that was once the 

Fogarty Building.  John B. Fogarty, originally from 

Springfield, Illinois, had this building constructed in 

1889.  After its completion, he began development of 

a twin structure directly to the East.  One glance 

reveals that the two currently do not look anything 

like twins! 

 Both buildings were originally constructed in 

the Italianate style in 1890.  The "twin" provides a 

good idea of the original symmetrical features with their pairs of tall, narrow, arched 

windows, cast-stone decorative details, and metal cornice.  A cornice is a horizontal, molded 

projection that completes a building or wall, and you'll see several more examples of this 

particular style on our tour.  The ground floor was first used as a grocery and dry goods 

store, and the second story was probably a boarding house for single women.  By 1916, the 

building became the Colonial Theatre which operated for several years.  In the 1930s, the 

theatre became the Audion, and Art Deco stucco covered up the original brick structure.  

The Audion closed during World War II, and the building remained empty until 1979 when 

an enterprising young man converted it for retail activities that have occupied the space 

since then. 

8.  Kreidel Building

 German immigrant Samuel 

Kreidel built one of the most sparkling 

structures in 1889 Ellensburg.  The 

Building on this corner was a magnificent 

two and one-half story edifice in the 
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German Empire style that housed a number of businesses.  Unfortunately, Kreidel lost the 

building during the recession of the 1890s, and it was remodeled a number of times 

thereafter.   

 The major exterior change occurred between the twentieth century's two World 

Wars, when an Art Deco facade was created.  In the 1940s, interior renovations produced 

the Central Theatre. A church has now replaced the theatre.  The cupola, dome and finials 

of the original building remain on the interior top of the second story and are not visible 

from the outside.  

9.  Kleinberg Building

 Across Pearl St.  Henry and Samuel kleidel had this 

lustrous Victorian building designed by J. B. Randall.  The 

Kleinberg Building's Egyptian Revival style, unique for 

Ellensburg, was a rare three-story structure made from 

pressed Chicago brick, completed in 1889.   The pressed 

metal cornice and pediment, which are both now missing, 

made the building appear even taller than it is.  There was 

also a "patent metal" or pressed tin ceiling soaring 

eighteen feet high on the first floor.  With its three stories 

and Egyptian Revival details, such as the floral urns and 

key symbols, this building was and is one of a kind.  

 The Kleinbergs established a clothing store here around 1890, and from 1908 to 

1961, the "Hub," a haberdashery owned by J. B. Moser, occupied the premises.  The two 

upper stories had rooms for rent up to the 1950s.  During that decade, the store front was 

radically altered, and a property dispute with the neighbor to the South spelled the end of a 

shared, exterior staircase.  
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10.  Boss Bakery

 The Kleinberg Building's immediate neighbor to the 

North was the Boss Bakery.  Frank Bossong erected this 

building following the Great Fire at a cost of $15,000.  

Construction ended in October, and the bakery opened in 

November, 1889.   It provided bread and food for the crews 

rebuilding the city and offered choice family groceries for 

decades.  Apartments, which have been consistently 

occupied, fill up the second-story space.  Remodeled in 1913, 

the building features a brick facade with metal cornice and 

cast-stone trim just below the parapet.  

11.  Smithson Building

 On the East side of Pearl St., 

local bigwig John Smithson organized 

the construction of this plain brick 

building during the second phase of 

downtown development.  It was 

completed in 1906.  William Ames 

was the architect and Peter Garvey, 

the contractor.  The Smithson 

Building lacks the metal and stone trim of the older downtown structures, because it post 

dated the era of Victorian decoration. 

 Smithson was one of Ellensburg's mayors, a one-time president of the Washington 

State Bank, and a strong contributor to Ellensburg's economy.  For many years, the 

Williams-Smithson Hardware Company did business here.  For more than 50 years, 

Woods' Hardware has continued the original function of the building.  Towards the back of 

the store, beneath the modern flooring, there still exists the old pit that stored the rope 

bought by customers.  Perched just above the site of the pit is the antique rope cutter 
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manufactured by the Columbian Rope Company in the early days of the Twentieth 

century.    

12.  Geddis Block/Hubbell Building

 Wealthy rancher and Kittitas 

County commissioner Sylvanus Ray 

Geddis raised the current structure in 

1889 for an estimated cost of $40,000.  It 

replaced a previous Geddis building on 

this site that burned down in the Great 

Fire.  Geddis possessed many properties 

throughout the Kittitas Valley, including 

the SRG building around the corner on Third Ave.   In 1900, Julius C. Hubbell, then the 

manager of the city's Water Supply Company and later an influential state legislator from 

Kittitas County, acquired the building. For several decades the block bore his name, and 

local folk still refer to the Hubbell Building.     

 A beautiful, ornate metal cornice and parapet originally graced this structure, but 

during a 1964 remodel, those architectural details were removed, and the upper story was 

covered with aluminum sheathing.  Recent efforts have slowly removed the metal cladding.  

Pediments above the windows have been fabricated in vinyl to match the originals, and the 

early cast-iron columns have been uncovered.  

 The first floor storefronts, which have housed a variety of businesses, have been 

altered over time.  For many years, the noted photographer, Otto Pautzke, to whom we owe 

glimpses of local life in the early twentieth century, maintained his studio in the 

Geddis Block Building.  The upper floor was home to the Hotel Washington, once the 

second largest in town.  The rooms have since been transformed into apartments and office 

spaces.  
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13.  Bank Saloon Building

 Turn the corner and walk west on Fourth Ave. to a tiny 

structure of unusual proportions and style: the Bank Saloon 

Building, which may have been completed before the fire of 

1889.  Most notable is the short stature of each of the two 

stories.  Compare them to the building's close neighbors to the 

east and west.  The balcony, the only one downtown, is 

probably not original, but this is not the Bank Saloon's only 

unusual feature.  It sits back from the sidewalk and is not 

aligned with the other structures that enjoy no setback at all. The interior back wall sports 

a large safe used by the saloon's patrons to hold spending money while they were drinking.  

The downstairs space is suitable for small businesses, and the upstairs contains an 

apartment.   

14.  Fitterer Building

 Across the alley on Fourth Ave., 

Fitterer Brothers Furniture moved to 

this new building in 1908.  Philip and 

Frank Fitterer founded the firm twelve 

years before, and the business has 

remained family owned and operated 

for five generations.  

 The Fitterer Building was constructed of locally produced brick and represents the 

second wave of construction in the Ellensburg historic district.  Like its contemporary 

across Main Street, the building has sparse decoration.  The only real decorative features 

are the minimally corbelled cornice and the arched windows.  The original tall, thin 

transom windows on the ground floor may still be present, but if so, they are covered by the 
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plywood surmounting the storefront displays.  This building is one of several downtown 

whose occupants have created a three-story building out of a two-story space, producing a 

mezzanine level.  

 After you turn the corner onto Main St. and walk south, on your left, you will see a 

large open space that was once the site of the Blumauer-Webb building.  When it burned 

down in February 1986, it housed retail spaces on the ground floor and the Webster 

Apartments upstairs.  No one died or was severely injured in the fire.  In 2005, local groups 

and citizens cooperated to erect the metal and wrought-iron screen that celebrates the 

Ellensburg Rodeo, held each year on Labor Day weekend.  The screen was made by the 

local, artistic metal firm, J. Dubs.  

15.  Arcade Building 

 Just south of the metal screen is the 

Arcade Building constructed in 1900 between 

308 and 312 Main Street.  Its name is due to 

its impressive arched windows with cast-stone 

keystones at the apex.   Note the minimal 

decoration on the cornice.  

 This building is best known for its colorful occupants.  The first business on the 

ground floor was The Arcade Saloon, owned by John Wippel and featuring what was then 

the "longest bar in Kittitas County."  It stretched from near the front window to the back 

alley!  The mostly intact, historic tile floor still shows the outline of the bar.  Later 

occupants included the Ellensburg Opera House and the Valley Locker--a meat market and 

cold storage facility.  Many older Ellensburg residents still remember storing frozen foods 

at this business.  

 In 1991, the building was restored, and the second story public hall was converted to 

private apartments.  
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16.  SRG Building

 Turn the corner from Main St. onto Third Ave. 

and walk east across the alley where you'll find the SRG 

Building.  After the fire of 1889, Sylvanus R. Geddis also 

constructed this singularly narrow building.  It has a 

tall, heavy pediment of metal, thick side pilasters made 

of iron, and a recessed doorway.  High, narrow, arched 

windows on the second story's south side are original 

Italianate details. Despite a century of use, the building's 

original features are almost unscathed.  The interior still 

has its pressed tin ceiling, but the storefront has been 

lowered by introducing tall, skinny transoms to bring the soaring Italianate facade down to 

pedestrian level.  The building's size is quite large.  Though only 18 feet wide, it is 120 feet 

deep.  The second story's private apartments have existed for quite a while, and they were 

significantly upgraded during the building's recent rehabilitation. 

17.  New York Café

 On the southeast corner of Third 

Ave. with Main St., Peter Giovanni built 

the New York Café in 1911.  The Café's 

location was ideal, since the adjacent 

intersection was known to be the busiest in 

Ellensburg. It was just three blocks east of 

the train depot.  The depot, completed a 

year before the Café, still stands today.  
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 The upper level operated as a working-class hotel and still boasts twenty-seven 

individual rooms with the corridors lit by five separate, large skylights.  Many restaurants 

and other businesses have occupied the lower level.  The front door clasps still sport the 

letters "NY" for the New York Café, though the current black and red facade is not 

original to the building.  Its decorative elements have been covered by stucco and other 

materials.  Even though the official name of this structure was changed decades ago, new 

residents to town soon come to know it as the New York Café.   

18.  Shoudy-Cadwell Block

 Across Main St. on the northwest 

corner with Third Ave., John Shoudy, the 

city's founder, built this large structure with 

Edward Cadwell in 1889.  Full-blown 

Italianate in style, the Shoudy-Cadwell 

Block's arched windows in groups of twos, 

threes, and fours give the building a 

surprising symmetry.  Note that there is more relief on the decorative cornice than on those 

of its neighbors, built later to the north and east.  The first floor, which has always housed 

businesses, has been altered, probably in the 1910s, with the lowering of the storefront 

windows.  Placing high, narrow, parallel openings above the existing display windows and 

doors supposedly helped to make the building more attractive to potential customers.  

 Shoudy and Cadwell housed their hotel in the second story.  With ninety rooms, a 

big lobby, and a library, it quickly became the finest hostelry in Ellensburg.  It also 

featured several upscale rooms with fireplaces and sinks.  The hotel continued to operate, 

with rooms and apartments to rent, until the 1960s. Its entrance hides behind a modest 

door, subtly announced by a decorative tile at the threshold, just north of the corner 

business. Around the corner on Third Ave., to the east of the livery stable's door, was 
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another entrance, probably for employees.  Today, though retail stores continue to occupy 

the first floor, the hotel remains locked away, frozen in time on the second floor. 

 Not far from the hotel employees' entrance is a stone monument announcing that 

the Robber's Roost was the first store in the Kittitas Valley.  The Roost was started in a tiny 

log cabin in the middle of what is now Third Ave. by Ben Burch and Jack Splawn in 1869; 

in the early 1870s, Shoudy bought the store.  In 1986, archaeologists excavating behind the 

building found pottery and bottles that were sold at the trading post. 

19.  Geiger-Woods Building

 Walk north on Main St. toward 

the Geiger-Woods Building, which was 

quickly constructed after the fire of 

1889.  John Geiger was a tailor in town, 

and Alfred Woods a barber.  Each 

owned and operated his business in one 

of the two side suites.  

 Pay close attention to the 

architectural detail on this building.  An 

attractive pediment crowns an impressive, pressed metal cornice and parapet.  Note the 

tall, narrow proportions, especially the doors that are the last two in the downtown dating 

to 1889.  Inside the building, the original pressed tin ceilings are hiding under the new, 

dropped tiles.  Over the double-hung sash windows in the second story, there were once 

transoms that opened inward to allow more ventilation, a critical feature in the sweltering 

months of July and August.  
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20.  Pearson Building

 Next door is the large 

Pearson Building.  Samuel Pearson 

migrated from Sweden to the 

United States in 1879 at the age of 

25.  He arrived in the Kittitas Valley 

in 1884 and remained a resident for 

62 years.  In 1908, he created this 

pressed-brick building during the 

second wave of downtown construction. A variety of retailers have occupied the ground 

floor, including the Willis Bazaar.  The second story was leased by the Elks Lodge and 

boasted a lodge room, banquet hall, kitchen and fireplace. 

 On the ground level, the front facade of this building has been substantially altered 

with the introduction of a recessed double doorway and a wall of modern opaque windows.  

However, the second floor facade is relatively intact, with its faux columns and minimally 

decorative cornice.  

21.  Rehmke Building

 Walk east on Fourth Ave., and 

you'll soon notice a bar on your left 

named "The Tav."  This is the Rehmke 

Building, named for William and 

Henry Rehmke, two brothers from 

Germany.  Brother Jewelry store first 

commissioned and occupied this 

structure after the fire of 1889.  Soon 

after opening day, William and Henry were robbed while closed for lunch.  The thief stole 

only highly priced items and made off with more than $3000 worth of merchandise.  The 
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next day, the local sheriff arrested the unlucky bandit while he was trying to pawn some of 

the stolen items in Cle Elum, thirty miles west of Ellensburg.   

 In 1951, a spectacular fire destroyed the whole upper story, which has now been 

removed.  Fortunately no one was killed or seriously injured.   The Tav is a local landmark 

that has been a popular watering hole since the 1950s.  Note the brick walls of the interior, 

which reflect the building's early history.  Up the stairs by the kitchen is a door to the very 

popular, outdoor beer garden.  If you walk back into the garden, you'll see the innovative 

rainwater troughs that water the planters.    

22.  The Castle Building

 Next to the "Tav," and on the 

corner with Main St. is the Castle 

Building.  In 1889, Orin B. Castle, a 

purveyor of fine spirits, opened the 

Keg House at this location and sold 

wines, liquors and fine cigars.  The 

building's exterior was left 

unfinished, so that it could quickly 

cash in on the town's reconstruction 

by supplying construction crews with liquid enjoyment.  Castle soon sold the building to 

Edward Rothschild who owned it for eighteen years and then sold it to Ola Peterson in 

1908.  One of the building's most memorable occupants was Mill Saddle and Togs, a 

Western one-stop shopping store, famous for its wooden horse Standing in the doorway. 

The horse now graces the entrance to the Kittitas County Historical Museum.  

  The undecorated facade with its tall, thin windows, was covered with whitewashed 

stucco which, over the years, deteriorated until the Castle Building was purchased by 

Seattle architect Ross Anderson in 2009.  A major rehabilitation changed the building 

inside and out.  The smooth stucco exterior you now see revives the style of the original.
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If you remain on the East side of Main St. as you walk north from the Castle Building, 

you'll have a better view of the historic structures at 413, 421 and 425 North Main St.   

23. The BF Reed Building

 At 413, you'll notice the name of BF Reed and the date of 1910 adorning the 

building's pediment.  Briggs F. Reed 

was a local dairy man whose 

creamery company on west Third 

Ave. helped to revive the valley's 

economy after the recession of 1893.  

Briggs also dabbled in real estate 

and built this structure for use by 

the Ellensburg Automobile 

Company.  This was the earliest known auto showroom in Ellensburg, and the company 

used it for several years.  Because this city block was the first "wagon row" in town, it was 

only natural that, with the coming of the automobile, it should transform into "auto row."  

   The Reed Building used to have two floors, but now only an attic is accessible by 

ladder.  It is constructed entirely of concrete block.  The decorative parapet lends it a 

Mission Revival flavor.  Several local businesses lease space in this recently rehabilitated 

structure.  

24. Busby Blacksmith Shop

 At 421 North Main, the Busby 

Blacksmith Shop was also built in 1910 

during the earliest years of the automobile 

era.  Until 1974, this brick structure housed 

three generation of Busby blacksmiths.  The 

business evolved from horseshoeing, wagon 
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and bobsled repair to automobile repair and welding.  The slightly taller concrete-block 

building to its south was a 1940 addition, where the Busbys did their welding.  These two 

shops, particularly the original smithy's, are good examples of the transition from the horse 

and carriage era to the age of the automobile.  Although this building was gutted and 

rehabilitated in the early 2000s to house a now defunct, estate jewelry retailer, its interior 

still retains its industrial character.  

25.  Butterfield Garage

 Next door at 425 North Main, 

the Butterfield Garage, built in 1920, 

was another part of Ellensburg's 

historic "automobile row."  A recessed 

corner allowed cars to pull in for 

gasoline under cover from the weather.  

The very large, industrial door located 

at the rear of the recessed area was 

outfitted with a heavy lift that elevated 

cars to one of the earliest second-story showrooms in the region. 

 This structural clay-tile building was never faced with another material, because its 

location on the major north-south route through town did not require ornamentation to 

attract customers.  The beefy, exposed iron I-beams that support the second story are also 

reflective of most of the buildings downtown, but this element has been carefully 

camouflaged on more decorative structures.   
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26.  Farmers' Bank

 Round the corner onto Fifth Ave, 

walk east one block and you'll find the 

Farmers' Bank on the corner at Pearl St.  

F.R. Spangler designed this Classic Style  

building in Ellensburg during the second 

phase of reconstruction.  Composed of 

sandstone, most likely from the Tenino 

quarry in southwestern Washington, the 

structure's details include the heavy, prominent balustrade at the top, the laurel wreaths 

and keystones over the arched windows, and the enormous, but decorative, columns on the 

front facade.  Rectangular faux pilasters form a subtle decoration on the south facade.  

 The Farmers' Bank opened for business in 1911 and possessed the latest burglar 

alarm system.  It later became the National Bank of Ellensburg and continued to be a bank 

until 1967.  Doctors, lawyers and utilities departments conducted their businesses in 

second-story offices.    When the Kittitas County Land Title Company bought the building 

in 1967, it was remodeled and named the Land Title Building.  It continues to house offices 

in its second story. 

Continue south on Pearl St., where historic structures command your attention on both 

sides of the street.    

27.  National Bank of Ellensburg/

 The Art Deco building on the 

corner began life as the National Bank of 

Ellensburg in 1930, just as the twentieth 

century's Great Depression began.  It 

replaced another bank in this location 

that, inexplicably, had been owned by 
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famed lawyer, Clarence Darrow.  The bank had failed by 1937, and the City of Ellensburg 

acquired the building at auction to use as city hall.  Designed by the renowned architect Jay 

Gould, the building was made of cast stone and pink granite.  Note the vertical grooves on 

the decorative columns flanking each window on the north facade.  This gives the building 

a dimensionality and verticality that would otherwise be lacking.  The current owner is a 

former mayor who is striving to return the building to its original glory.  She jokes that she 

has literally "bought" city hall.  She's also rechristened it as the 420 Building.    

28.  Lynch Block

 Across Pearl St., also on the corner, 

the Lynch Block was funded by Pat 

Lynch and constructed by John Nash, a 

local contractor.  Initial construction 

began in 1888, and the building was 

completed and open for business at the 

time of the 1889 fire.  It was one of the 

few still standing after the blaze.  The 

building once had a fancy metal cornice 

with onion dome finials that are now absent.   Characteristics of the Italianate style, typical 

of the first phase of reconstruction after the Great Fire, are evident in the tall, narrow 

apertures visible in the windows flanking the door on the front facade. 

 In 1976 the Lynch Block received a major renovation through Bicentennial grant 

money.  This was one of the first historic buildings in town to be updated, and although the 

project was done to the standards of the time, some of the techniques used are now 

understood to be harmful.  This included sandblasting the brick and mortar, which is  

badly pitted--particularly on the North facade.  This block currently houses retailers on the 

street level and numerous professional offices upstairs.   

29.  Dickson Building
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 Next door, the Dickson Building stands on the site of an old billboard lot and in 1919 

closed an unsightly gap that separated the 

former Olympia Block from the Lynch block. 

Local architect and builder W. O. Ames 

finished the ornamental, hollow terra cotta 

building for Elizabeth Dickson.  The first 

tenants were C. E. Wheeler & Co., a 

merchant, on the North side and J. N. O. 

Thompson, who sold jewelry, on the south 

side.  Thompson was the first big promoter of Ellensburg's famed blue agates.  The 

building's most memorable occupant, from 1968 to 2004, was Dean's Radio and Television.  

The interior was remodeled for the current occupant, the Dakota Cafe.  

 

30.  Ramsay Building

 Turn back toward the 

east side of Pearl St., to view the 

Ramsay Building, constructed 

by  Scottish brothers David and 

James Ramsay in 1901 to house 

their hardware business. Built 

of local brick and lintels from 

the Chicago Music Hall, the 

Ramsay Building is a fine 

example of the second phase of downtown building.  Many of the structures erected around 

the turn of the century were constructed with only one material and with less 

ornamentation, save modest brick corbelling near the cornice.   

 The Ramsay Hardware Company opened on Christmas night, 1901, with a 

masquerade ball in the second story, a space where the Ramsays normally sold and 

repaired wagons and other farm equipment.  They may even have sold the first motor car 
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in Ellensburg.   Also on the second floor were a series of professional offices.  Downstairs, 

the Ramsays operated the hardware store that remained in business until 1962.  

 The Ramsay building is currently owned by the Clymer Museum of Art, a non profit 

gallery named after John Clymer, a local artist of national prominence.  John Clymer's 

work includes the covers of over eighty Saturday Evening Posts and numerous other 

magazines as well as Western-themed illustrations and paintings.  The Museum has a 

collection of the Clymer originals for you to enjoy.  It also stages changing exhibits of 

cultural and historic significance as well as works of local and regional artists, who paint 

and sculpt in a non Western genre.  

31.  Wilson Building

 The Ramsay Building's neighbor 

to the south is the Wilson Building, 

erected in 1889 in the post-fire Italianate 

style.  The iron columns were fabricated 

locally at the Ellensburg foundry.  The 

architect, J. B. Randall, constructed and 

named the building.  Wilson was a 

pioneer and a highly respected citizen of the Kittitas Valley.  In Ellensburg, he owned a 

livery stable, a blacksmith shop, and stage and freight lines that ran from Wenatchee to the 

Dalles.  

32.  Stewart Building

 More art inhabits the 

Stewart Building.  Commissioned 

by attorney John B. Davidson, 

designed by J. B. Randall, and built 

by William Ames, this Italianate 

structure was begun before the fire 
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of 1889 and completed in March of 1890.  Randall and Ames used locally produced, 

artificial stone and iron work but imported more expensive, stronger bricks from Chicago.  

The building draws its name from Charles R. Stewart who owned it for many years and 

had his insurance office upstairs.  John Davidson and his partner, D. H. McFall, were the 

first to occupy the second floor with their law practice.    

 Currently Gallery One owns the building.  It is a non-profit, community-based 

visual arts center offering rotating exhibits and a variety of art classes.  Kovalenko and 

Hale, Seattle architects, provided the plans for the remodeled building.  Visitors to the 

gallery can still view the old doors to the offices that once occupied the upper story.   

33.  Davidson Building

 We end our tour at the 

Davidson building.  Sister to its 

next-door neighbor, it was also 

under construction at the time of 

the Great Fire and was completed 

in 1890 for a reported $30,000.  In 

2011, its assessed value was 

almost one million dollars.  

Originally called the "Phoenix 

Building," it symbolized Ellensburg's rise from the ashes of the fire. Note the mural on its 

west wall and the sculpted phoenix on the South facade.  Architect Randall and builder 

Ames used bricks imported from Chicago to construct this Italianate building with corner 

turret, trimmed, transom windows of stained glass and recessed entryways. 

 Davidson lost the building during the recession of 1893, and new owners remodeled 

it in 1909 in the latest style, including tall skinny transoms that lowered the entries and 

allowed for mezzanines inside. During this early alteration, the South wall on the ground 

floor was knocked out to make way for the display windows that we see today.  The 

building was upgraded again in 1979, and the exterior was repainted in 2002.  Although 
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there are other aesthetically pleasing structures in downtown, the Davidson has come to 

unofficially represent Ellensburg.   Residents identify strongly with its tower, and few 

visitors will soon forget it.  The building has become an icon of the town, used on postcards, 

travel brochures, and even for Wikipedia's Ellensburg entry.     

Thank you for participating in the Ellensburg Downtown Historical Walking tour.  Feel 

free to visit any shops, restaurants, museums and galleries that you've noticed along the 

way. 

                                                               Addendum

Other buildings within easy walking are: The Elks building at the Northeast corner of 

Main and Sixth Ave., the YMCA building at the Northwest corner of Fifth Ave. and Water 

St., and the Masonic Lodge building, at 111 West Sixth Ave.

If you are interested in local railroad history, the Northern Pacific Railroad Depot at the 

West end of Third Avenue is currently under restoration by Friends of the Northern Pacific 

Depot, a local non profit group. There is space in front of the station for parking. Group 

tours can be arranged through Steve Hayden, (929-1931).                                                                                                                                               
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